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I ITt Lord, 

J, HATE not solicited the hoaour of prefixiiig jour Dame to those 
" Dedication by Ponuiasion " might be looked upon as an attempt 
r committijig the orimo of publishing harsh truths, 
f advocating opinions which ore not those of on iuilueiitial majority. 
But I am imeietibly tempted to oddresa a fotluw-anthropoto^t, whose 
eclnrgod and enlightened world- knowledge, collected, not ouly in the Closet, 
but by the close ins])ectioQ of travel, und liy the study of mtuikind, promises 
to our native land (he broad meosuree and the solidly based policy which 
ing the last third of a century have sliarod the fate ef other good inten- 
Tho glorious year 1S6T. the commencement of a new era in the 
Mtish Empire, may take as ita deyiue — - 



Konr Lordship's nuute is well knovm in the Brazil ; its fair report is that of 
uin pludgod to progroBs, who actH upon the belief that tho wel&ire 
I hia own country is advanced by the advancement of all other uationa. 
■ ttuemy lateet journey have the happy cITect of drawing your attention tu 
B Brasil, a region so ritli in Nature's gifts, so abounding in still latent 
[labilities, and so ardent for development; to an Empire boimd to us by 
thu ties of commerce, cmd by its high and honourable bearing in matters of 
public credit; to a people which excites our admiration by its young and 
Morions histoiyiw s Colony, and by a porsoTeranco, a paltiotvam, wvi ». «^- 



VI 
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reliance in the last three years' war, of wfaidi the prooidest of European 
races might beprcmd ; and to a commnnity endeared to ns by its tnATHMYOiift^] 
and constitational goremment, and by the friendly relations idiich date 
from its Independence Day, I shall not deem (to nse the stereotyped phrase) 
that my time and labour haye been expended in vain. 

I haye the honour to be. 



My Lord, 
Your most obedient humble seryant, 

BICHABD F. BUETOiJ, 
Bx-Premdent Anthrop. Soc Londoo. 



Savtos, Sao Paulo, 
Jvly 23, 1868. 




Before the reader dives into the iiiterior of Brazil with 
my husband as a medium, let me address two words to 
him. 

I have returned home, on six months' leave of absence, 
after three years in Brazil. One of the many commissions 
P am to execute for Captain Burton, is to see tlie following 
fcages through the press. 

K It has been my privilege, duiing those three years, to 
Hbave been his almost constant companion ; and I consider 
Bhat to travel, write, read, and study under such a master, 
B8 no small boon tti any one desirous of seeing and 
Beamiug. 

■ Although he frequently informs me, in a certain Oriental 
npray, that " the Moslem can permit no equality with 
Hromen," yet he has chosen me, his pupil, for this distinc- 
Bion, in preference to a more competent stranger. 
I Afl long as there is anything difficult to do, a risk to bo 
Bncurred, or any chance of improving the mind, and of 
Kducating oneself I am a very faithful disciple ; but I 
Blow begin to feel, that while he and his readera are old 
Hnends, I am humbly standing unknown in the shadow 
Wf his glory. It is therefore time for me respectfully but 
Krmly to assert, that, although 1 proudly accept of the 
Htut confided to me, and pledge myself not to avail myself 



viii PREFACE. 

of my discretionary powers to alter one word of the 
original text, I protest vehemently against his religious 
and moral sentiments, which l>elie a good and chivalrous 
life. I point the finger of indignation particularly at what 
misrepresents our Holy Roman Catholic Church, and at 
what upholds that unnatural and repulsive law, Polygamy, 
which the Author is careful not to practise himself, but 
from a high moral pedestal he preaches to the ignorant as 
a means of population in young countries. 

I am compelled to differ with him on many other 
subjects : but, be it understood, not in the common spiiit 
of domestic jar, but vnih a mutual agreement to differ 
and enjoy our differences, whence points of interest never 

flag. 

Having now justified myself, and given a friendly warn- 
ing to a fair or gentle reader, — the rest must tak(^, care of 
themselves, — I leave him or her to steer through these 
anthropological sand-banks and hidden rocks as best he or 
she may. 

ISABEL BURTON. 

14, MoNTAou Place, 
MoN'TA(;u Squauk, W., London, 
NvvoHlkry 1868. 
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Amid sach scenes with danger fraught and pain. 
Serving the fiety spirit more to 'flame, 
Who wooes bright Honour, he shaU ever win 
A tme nobility, a deathless fame: 
Not they who love to lean, nnjustly vain, 
Upon th' ancestral tmnk's departed claim ; 
Nor they reclining on the gilded beds 
Where Moscow's Zebeline downy softness spreads. 



Not with the viands new and exqnisite, 
Not with the wanton langnid promenade, 
Not with the varied infinite delight 
Which can so much the generot^ bosom jade ; 
Not with the never conquered appetite. 
Which Fortune, ever delicate, hath made, 

Which suffers none to change and seek the meed 

Of Valour daring high heroic deed: 



But by a doughty arm and weapon's grace 
Gaining the glorj- which is all his own ; 
With weary vigil, in the steel-forged case, 
"Mid wratheome winds and bitter billows thrown ; 
Conquering the torpid rigours in th' embrace 
Of South, and regions destitute and lone, 
Swallowing the tainted rations' scanty dole 
Temper'd with Coil of body, moi! of soul: 



THE LUSIABS OF CAMOENS. 

xcvm. 

Forcing the face, with fidlest magteiy, 
Confident to appear, and glad, and soond. 
When met the burning balls, which, whistling by, 
Bespread with feet and arms the battle ground. 
Tis thus the bosom, nobly hard and high. 
Spams gold and honours with contempt profound ; 
Gold, honours, oft by thrust of chance obtain'd. 
And not by dint of virtuous daring gain*d. . 

xcix. 

Thus grows the human spirit heavenly bright, 
Led by Experience, truest^ excellent guide ; 
Holding in view, as from some towering height, 
The maze of mortal littleness and pride : 
He who his path thus lights with Reason's light, 
Which weak affections ne*er have might to hide. 
Shall rise (as rise he ought) to honour true, 
Against his will that would not stoop to sue. 
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HIGHLANDS OF THE BKAZIL. 



PRELIMINARY ESSAY. 



The Brazil is, especially to the foreign traveller, a land of 
speciftlties. As he disembarks at Pemnmbuco the questions 
proposed to hint, even from the ffuard-boat, ai'e : Is lie a Mer- 
chant ? an Engineer 9 a Naturalist ? a Doctor ? — No ! then — ^lie 
must be a Dentist 1 And — I presume that he is not a Royal 
Duke or a " Bristol Diamond," with loan legibly wTitten on his 
brow — he will do well, especially if bound for the Far West in the 
Land of the Southern Cross, to be or to become one of the fire 
recognised castes. 

[ Like the stranger herd, Brazilian authors have also been 

wily specialists, each bound to his specific end. When the 

ists of the Jesuits and the Franciscans had had tiieir day, 

! old travellei-s preceding the savans who were charged with 

B demarcation of the frontiers were explorers pure and simple ; 

lo, if they wrote at all, wrote only Roteiros or Itineraries. 

nong the Portuguese may be mentioned the celebrated 

-alist, Alexandre Rodrigues Ferreira, sent in 1786-6 on a 

Unttific expedition to the River of the Amazons. The active 

1 intrepid Faulista, Dr. de Lacerda (1790), who, by-the-bye, 

( forbidden to use instrunients by » certain D. Bernardo Jose 

■ Lorena, Captain-General of the Province of H&o Paulo — a 

iable Sultan of Waday — and who died at the Capital of the 

pcan Cazembc, was a matliematician and astronomer. Dr. 

i Yieira Couto (1800-1), of Tejnco, now Dianiantina, was a 

alo^st ; so was the Puter Patria; the Venerable Jose Boni- 

i de Andrnda e Silva, of Santos (1820). Major Coutuiho, the 

rienced Amazonian traveller, is an officer of CBgvneevs., 



I 

I 
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-.-.TOE mcHL-O-TiS OF THE BRAZiL. 

Tlie I{!?ftierlfln(lers, in the olden days, sent the litt^rat 
historiogrtijiher) Gaspoi- Baerle, ttliaa Barlfeus (" Eei 
OcteiiiUJiDi in Braailia' gestarum Historia," Amsterdam, 
who^ ^ionderous Latin folio has now an anthi'opological inl 
risq."^ Lejdfn, and the Gennan Mai-cgraf (1648), who laid 
-foundations of systematic hotauical study ; Arnoldns Uoni 
■,(1^1), plagiariaeil by the often quoted Dapper ; and G-. Ni 
■.'/(X8e2). Aiuon^t the Germans are Hans Stade (1547); 
/'.Prince Maximilian of Wied Neuwied (1815-1817), naturalist 
.' ornithologist ; and H.R.H, Prince Adalbert of Pnissia, wb 
ti-avelled m Brazil ; * the savans Spix and Martins (1817-1820), 
the Humboldt I and Bonpland of Southern America; the Baron 
von Eschwege, a mineralogist ; besides the elder Vamhagt 
and Schufh (senior), Langsdoi-tf and Natterer, Pohl, BurmcisteCj 
and other names well known to 

The French, not to mention the ancients, as De Sery (1568] 
the "Montaigne of tlieold travellers"; the Capucliin Claud) 
d'Abheville (1G12), Yvea d'Evreux (1613-14), and Roulox Ba« 
(1651), have contributed the mathematician La Condamine 
the botanist Augiiste de St. Hilab-e (1816-1822) ; the naturalis 
Count Francis de Castelnau (1843-1847) ; and the astronomi 
M. Liais (1858-1862). Besides these ai-e the less reputaMj 
names of M. Expilly (1862), who, as his " Bresil tel qu'il est " \ 
tells us, came out as a maker of phosphorus matches ; and AC 
Biard (1862), who came out as a portrait painter, and whi 
produced a notable caricature. 

The Anglo-Americans sent Messrs. Ilernden and Gibbon 
. officers of their navy (1851), to reconnoitre tlie Valley of thi 
Amazons. JVlr. Thos. Ewbank (1856) wus an engineer. Th( 
two valuable aud now neglected volumes of Mr. Kidder (184^ 

• TravcU of n. R. n. Prince Adalljort 
of Fnusu iu tbe Sautli of Europe and io 
Brsril, with a loja^a d|i the Amazon g>nd tlie 
XingO. TrftnBkted bj Sir Eotiert H. 
Schoinbnrgh ani] Jolin Gdintnl Tnjtor, 2 
vols. Bosue : LoDdon, IS49. The CoutitB 
BiBnWTck and Oriolln anompuiied this 
tAveller, who SKendod the HiMgi as far as 

t TrareU in Braril, by Dr. Job. 
Bapt. TOD Spa und Dr. C. F. Pliil. -von 
M&rtiaii. LddiIod : Longniiuia, ISSJ. 2 
tuIb. octaro. I fitw thui tninBlation at the 
litUs Enelisli Jibnu?, Fcrnatnbuco, but 
bMrenererbeta sbJe lopiMore the ori^iial. 



t According t 
labnUT of Rio do Juieiro ] 
curioDB documout, highly chajncteriatio t 
colonial days ; this is an order to tnttl 
to deport Uumboidt, if cicr found n 
CruilLm soil. 

S 1 cite with ploasi 
posBCd by M. LiaiB upon 
production (L'Btpara CSlestc, 210): ' 
faire injure an ban sons de aos Icctenit qn 
d'fcrire do pareiUns absurdilis. Ai ~ * 
la litre en quostiou est reuipli d'in 
tudes. Si I'autour I'arait in^tnlC It B 
Id q»'il n'tst pat, H serait d'nue iCrit 



FBEUniNABY ESSAT. 

i written liy a miasionarr, aud tlie joint production of Messrs. 

iJder and Fletther was tlie work of missioniu-ies.* Of late 
sundry "opuscules" have been published by "General" Wood, 
Dr. Gaston, and the Rev, Mr. Dunn, colonists, and by Cai>t. 
John Codman, who conmianded a steamer upon the coast. 

We English have given the "British merchant" Luccoclc 
(1808-1818) ; the mineralogist John Mawe (1809-1810) ; the 
acciuntG Koster (1809-1815), settled in trade at Pernambuco ; 
the Beverend Mr. Walsh, High Church and Protestant (1820) ; 
Dr. Gardner, the botanist (1836-1841); Mr. Henry Walter 
Bates, the accomplished naturalist and entomologist (1847-1859), 
who, in his earlier labours on the Amazons Kiver was accom- 
panied by Mr. A. P. Wallace; Mr. Hadfield (1854), who visited 
the coast and prospected for it steam navigation ; the naturalist, 
Mr. R. Spruce ; and the engineer, Mr. AViUinm ChaniUess, who 
are still pushing their adventui'ous way to the skirts of the Andes. 
Nor must I conclude tliis skeleton hst without mentioning Dr. 
Lonil, the learned Dane, who lived amongst the extinct Saurians 
in the caverns of Minas Geraes, and the ichthyologist and 
" man of piire science," Professor Louis Agassiz of Boston {18G6- 
1866), a traveller received with the greatest enthusiasm of whieli 

t Brazil is capable. 
1 this brilliant assembly a mere tourist would or should feel 
ewbat out of place. I, however, had also an especial object, 
«nt piUor anch' io. H. I. Majesty had remarked with much 
tmth that Central Africa is fast becoming better known to 
Enrope than the Central Brazil.t Even at Kio de Janeiro few 
woold believe that the valley of the Rio de Sao Francisco, 
popularly but un geographic ally called the Southern Mississippi, 
is in any but a state of nature. My plan then was to visit the 
ire seat of Empire along the grand arteiy ; how I would 



B>|tnuil and the Brnzillans. jinrtrajod 
■jbtoiical and descriptiro Rkeloliui bj 
pi. P. Kiddor and Bev. J. C. Pletcber. 
~ : Child* ft Pelennn. Lundon: 
■t'A Ca lS!i7. A nev edition, wilh 
M, tiM laid} beea isancd bj Messrs. 
m ttm k Co., London. 
J pToductioQ hiu been somcwiuit 
tf dworibed in Mtuu-affidal dacuroonts 
D fulsome puff which has 
ief." Its principal injury 
ppabliD Iu3 been to enfcndor no ist- 



pnilont pUgiariam, prinWd in 1860 by tlie 
Religioiia Tract Bocieti, 58 Paternoster 
Row, Landon. And entitled " Brazil : ibt 
History, Pee^ilc, Nntnnl Ptodnetionii, Ac." 
+ I do not call the eonntfy "Brsiil." 
when Bho does not ; nor iodeeil does nny 
othor nation hnt onr own. Wune bUII la 
tliB popular anachronijm "Braii1»," whiah 
waa correct only between i.r. IS79 and 
1670, when the State waa split into two 
(SOTemnieiitB ; and jot the oiror still Urea 
in [he best Informed ti' 



mod Qt OUT vonijAki:;^ ■ 



4 THE niGHLAXD-S OF THE BHAZIL, 

make known the vastness of its wealUi iinil the immense variety ■ 
of its productions, which embrace all things, between salt and 
diamonds, that man can desire. In Minas Geraes alone the 
traveller finds a " country as large and a soil and climate as fertile 
and Buiubrious as those of England," ■ aji atmosphere of " astoA 
ct non tfg/uB," where the " tyranny of nipping winds and early 
frosts " is unknown ; and, finally, a Jit habitat^^r rather the old 
hornet — for the nobler tropical man about to be, when the so- 
called temperate regions shall have done their work. " I hold to 
the opinion," says Mr. Bates, " that though humanity can reacit 
on advanceif stage of cultiu-e only by battling with the inclemenciea. 
of nature in high latitudes, it is under the Equator alone that the 
peifect race of the futui'e will attain to complete fruition at 
man's beautiful heritage, the earth." 

The date of my journey fell happily enough. The Seventh 
of September, that glorious Independence Day of tlie Brazil, 
worthily commemorated itself by throwing open t<3 the merchant 
ships of all nations the Rio de S&o Francisco and the Sweet- 
water Mediterranean further noilh. The Minister of Agriculture 
and Public Works had despatched a steamer to be put together 
on the upper com-ae of the stream. The President of Minas had 
lately gi-anted to a Brazilian civil engineer a concession to exploit 
by steamer the tributary valley of the Rio das Velhas. An 
English sm-veyor was laying out a line of rails to connect the 
Capital of the Empii'e with the City of Sahara, the future St. 
Louis ; thus it was proposed to link to tlie Southern Atlantic the 
water-way which receives a thousand streams, that drains 8800 
square leagues of one province only, and wliich is ready to sup- 
port twenty instead of tlie i)reBent poor two millions of souls. 

Nor is this all. The youngest of empires and the only 
monarchy in the New World, so richly dowered with physical 
beauty and material wealth still buried in her bosom, so magni- 
ficent in geogi-aphicftl position, with a coast line like that of 
Europe between the North Cape and GibraltarJ appears to be 



• Thearennf EngUud is 67,812 Bqmro 
mileii; of Minas Uentas SO.Ono sqiukre 

t "It ia rather in tlie great sllnvial 
T&llojn o( tropical or aab-traptcal rivers, 
liko tho Uanggg, the Irrsvaildir, and the 
Nile," {lot ms add, the Euplmtee, tho 
Jiifmi »ai th» ladoM), " where ts idh; ex- 



pect to deted the vfatigos of mun's eutisri 
itboile." Pali^ner, Qnart. Joum. nf QeoL 
lafiS. And the grealLaw o( Progresjion u 
apporeatlj evolTing the future eontiniHiti 
nnil islanilB a( earth more rapidlf within tlia' 
tropical than in tho temperate latitndea. 

t M, Vui StrMen do Fonthei (Le BrMI, 
iL 27). Sir John Henchel (PhTiical Qt^ 
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Fortune's favourite cliiid. In 1852,* when the importation of 
slaves became n nullity, the country was dismajed, and not 
without reason, by the prospect of ii deficient lahoui'-market.f 
Compulsory service was then tlie sole source of prosperity to the 
agriculturist ; it was pui-ely and siniply hia gn^ne-jmtn. 

But her star, her " good luck," as say those hostile to tlie Brazil, 
prevailed. lu 1860 South Cai-olina "retracted the connection of 
State and Union," and ivaunted Ler in<lependence. five years 
afterwai-ds Southerners began to exchauge fot happier regions 
tlieir desolate homes. The movement was fondly fostered by tlie 
Braziliftn Government ; and in January, 1868, the number of tlie 
immigrants was stated as follows : — ', 

Province of Paranig (near Curitiba, Marretea, and Faranagua) . 2i« persOQB. 

Stio Paulo (Ribeira district, CampinaH, Capivarbf, Kc.) II . . 8i<0 „ 

Bio de Janeiro |iii and aboot the capital) 200 „ 

Minas Getaca (ItiodasVelhafi, iic.) 100 „ 

Enpirito Santo % (on the rivers Doce, Linharec, and Guondii) . 400 „ 

Bohia 100 „ 

Pemambaco TO „ 

Pftrt £'>0 „ 

Tot4a , . a700 
VV^J- !>' ^^'- iufonnB HI tlot SouUi -V A vork lately piiblialiod and allribnied 

Anericalua an ana of S.SOU.OuO aquam M H. I. M. the Ute M&iimilian, wlio 

mDm, and a mast line ef IS.COO (" 1 to visited Baitia lietween June 11 and Jiina 

410"— 1 : *ia?l, md that it baa "litllo la, 1860, gives a molo-dnumitjq epiiodB of 

to bcMt of good liorboun." Tbii ouiDot be a, fight insids the Bay betiVDen ■ lUvGr and 

■aid of the Uiuil, which baa Kiuie of the a (miser. Unfortanately, it addi that tJia 

inaat porta in the world. eUvcs irho saTed themtelTea hj sviiDiuiiii; 

' In ISfiO the import alavH-trule wua wereemplo^cdbjthe BaluanBailway, whose 

pfOldtiiled bf taw ; in 1852 the most uotiTe coucemion serenly t'rohibits serrile labonr. 

Iwmiiii wem taken, and since that time t Mj authority is Mr. CharW Nathan 

l( bw riitnallf been eitinct. A committee ol fiin de JaneirD, vho in 16S7 ranttacted 

tf tlteHonse of Communa (July 19, 1853) with tho Imperial Qocernment (o bring ont 

pta the foUowing figurea i — in 18 months 1000 familieg, or COOO agri- 

In 1SJ7 imiwrtad G6,W2 ciilturista. In the liat giren abare he doea 

„ 1818 „ BO.OuO not includfl " Iho New York thievea, 4c., 

,, 18iy „ 51,001) vho eenerallf work theuuelroH to the Plate 

„ 18S1 „ 3,287 lUrer in a few montha." The change of 

la 1853, imported 700 (of whom tho Btauner-ambarkation from New York to 

gimler iiart were sctied bf UorerDiuent). MobileandKow Orleans has [uuilyrenicdiad 

In 1831 tl^ only ohiTe-eMp was leiud the "sciun " evil. 
ii) the autbonllea in the Bay at Serinhaeiu S Principally selllod by llissourums, 

iPtrnambuco), and the cai^ was set fiee. who come with conaideraUo cspitjd, and 

Tbia wait the eifeot of an enlightened who in a few yean will make this wiitni 

UBJuhtY, who. as M. Beybaad saya, mised yerj important. 

the cry, " So more traffic in slaves ! Euro- || Mr. C. A. Ciiunnie, long autiug Coniul 

l»an eeltiniiBtian t " It wm far from lieing at Sfto Fanlo, eatinuiiteB the eaii^mtioD to 

the work of cnusen. On May 3, 1802, the Ribeira at iOO— SOO soida, and the leat 

Mr, Christie reported othclally to H. M.'s who have passed through Sontoa, M 37Ii 

Sn;nitary of Slate tor Foreign Aifalji tbat aovls, or Id families x fi. 
ibu imiHirtution had wholly coaood, and that II The Kio Does is preferred on account of 

iU raTiral appeured an imtHBaibility ; and its magnificent sMnor;, tau\\\.\ua Ktx ^ 

J« we hate nta'wcJ tba Alwnleea Bill, port, and euperiot vh\ U^e& l" " 

^p d^ the gnalat iaaoltn vlikh n sUong plough cin Ve ugcd. " " " 
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TIic offifial list of inimigranta into Ilio de Jaueii'o duriiig 1867 



Portuguese 
JToi^ Amerieans 
English 



4822, or ncarlj halt tho totoJ. 



The current year expects 10,000 : first-clasa planters appear 
inclined to corae out to a country where an equal area of ground 
produces three times as much cane as Louiyiann doen. Sugar ii 
rapidly supplanting cotton, which has not beeu found to pay," 
and the "Southrons" in the Doce district are studying co 
which will probably become a favourite culture. 

Thus has begun a steady inflow of hard-working, loDg-headed 
practical men, accustomed to the use of mnchineiy, and forming 
in each settlement a nucleus around which European labourer 
can cluster. As slavery diminishes so immigi-ation will inert 
and it is good to bear in mind that the two cannot co-eicist. 
Presently the stream will set in of itself without extraneous aid 
the Germans will appear, the Anglo-Scandina^-ians, and in fact 
whatever pullulates in the fecund North.f And thus the Empire* 
despite the want of black hands, will gain labour and follow bt 
the path of the great Northem Republic.I 

In the Valley of the Sao Francisco River, the emigration 
process lias begun, and the pioneer of civilization is now on its. 
bonks. M. I3ulot has proved how well calculated is the sub- 



■ Thua one mto in cotton proJuces 12 
ftrrobiu (each 12 11«.), vben clean at 
1U|UUO = ]20$0(II) (Bay £121. The Kuao 
lanil gives in sugar, 35 arrolns at i)$l}00 = 
lT5$<JIHi, bMidoa the coirao rum obtoinccl 
frcm Ekimmings and no forth. 

f In Febniary. 1865, a detachincnt iif 

GS peis(>nB was acnt from London to Rio ds 

JitnGLrOj and a sGconc] party of Irish familim, 

makiiis a total of 338 bouIs, vus l^exng 

formed. Their passage manej was (uiinil 

for them, and Iho agrwinimt <ru that they 

iihouM receive ten daira'niaintenanoefrc«oa 

I lidding in Uie llmiil, and have the option 

I «[ purduLsine IOC acres a bead nt 2 thil- 

[ lin^ per acre, for the usual t«nn of 5 

la March, 13IIS, I heard tlml the 

Surra/ncn/ agent btib flboul (a send out 



EOO farmers with small capitals of fpoM 
flOO to .eiOoU. The 391 aouls abort 
alluded to were settJeil in tlie coloniea 
Frind^ D. Pedro (&*'. Catherina) taA' 
Cananea in SSo Paula 

t The torrent of Irish emigmtion set if 
tutvanls the Unilei) States in 1817, vbM' 
the funiDO raged. On March 1, 1816, tlis 
population of the ielaDd waa nearly S^ 
millions ; on April 1, 1868, it vasft ]-'-'- 
above BJ millions ; and it is calculated 
on April 1, 1871, it will hardly exceed t^iat 
of Belgium. During the SO j'ean raoceed> 
ing that time llSQO) the great Ropublttf 
had received an incresse of 3,GOO,0DO 
snnls, or one-third the population of the 
Bnifil. The UtMr, it ia commuted, donblaa 
her i«)pu\at\oi\ m 30 yiOTre. 



latlNARV ESSAT^ 

tropical {ilateftu of the Brazil to be a home for Freuclimeii. 
How much more, then, for the swarming hive of Northern Europe 
and for tlie Anglo-Scandinavlana, vulgai-ly called Anglo-Saxons, 
who, nt an earlier antl more energetic period of theii- history, 
woTiId have asserted and proved themselves to be the natural 
Colonizers of the South Temperate zones of the world ? 

It is evident in our present state that every pound sterling 
charitably wasted upon catechizing races about to perish, and npon 
the barren hopeless savagery of Africa and Austialia, is a pound 
diverted from its proper puipose. "VVe still devote fifteen vessels 
of WOT, 1500 men, and nearly a million of money per annum, to 
support a Cof&u or Sentimental Squadron, which has evei' proved 
itself jiowerless to prevent negro-export, whenever and wherever 
black hands were in due demand, and whose main effect upon West 
Africa has been to pamper "Sa Leone," that Hamitic Sodom 
and Gomorrali, to fill a few pockets, to act as a pohtical machine 
for throwing dust into the public eyes, and gi-eatly to increase the 
miseries of the slave aud-the misfortunes of his continent. 

At the same time we boast of more than 000,000 paupers or i 
persons in receipt of relief. Our poor-rates cost us per annum 
a total, actually expended, of 6,959,000/. : the increase of 1867 
over 1866 varies from 4"8 to 19'6 per cent. Population ndvauces 
in the old home in a geometrical, subsistence in an aritlimetical, 
ratio. The plague-spot of England has been dedai'ed to be 
" over-snckling and under -fee ding." Overcrowding produces the 
horrors of the Black Country, and of Terihig and Witham in the 
" Calf County." Hence the state of " tity Arabs," of bondagers 
and hop-pickers, of " Sheffield saw-grinders and Manchester 
brickniakors." 

The million and a half per nnnuni thus thrown away upon 
"propagating the faith " and maintaining a Squadron eflete in its 
ical use, would long ere this liave grown to be a "removal 
It would have made loyal emigrants of the imfortunato 
i&ught Irish, and would have supplied strong ai-nis and 
ing hearts to oiu- colonies, tliat still want, as does the Brazil, 
i-labom'ers and house -servants. During the last score of 
. we have allowed millions to exile themselves from our 
s and to become Fenians in the New World, a thorn in the 
f the present generation, preaching to the world in words of 
ji, of oui: raia 
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jidal to future ages. But the fatal system based upon the 
. " Quieta tion inoverc," " Apres nous le Deluge," and the 
comniand of Glencrow so grateful to tlie feeble and the super- 
annuated in body and mind, has allowed U8 to drift into this our 
latest and least excusable difficulty. 

fcHaIf a generation ago, the Irish landlord, the propagator of 
nstitutions and tlie suppoi'ter of " oppressed nationalities," 
ust have known that at least about Sligo discontent was rife, 
that amied men were drilling at night, that Cathohcs had thrown 
off the ti'ammels of the priest and the confessional, and that 
Irishmen were ready at any moment to strike a blow for what 

»^ey held to be their rights. 
It was not, however, judged proper to staille the many respect- 
ables into whose hands the fortunes of Great Britain had fallen 
since the year of grace 1832, and from whom only 1867 and its 
consequences can libeiate us. The volcano might thj'ob and 
boil imder the feet of the initiated few, but they were bound to 
feel it and to make no sign. Every parliamentary question upon 
the subject was answered in a style the most jaunty, off-hand, 
and self-sufficient ; no motion could he made without incurring 
personal ridicule or obloquy, and the result has been 1667. 

Thus far the damage done is irreparable, but we may still pre- 
Tent the evil from spreading. 

The Anglo-Scanduia\'ian and the Anglo-Celt have been de- 
scribed as the great "navvies" of the globe. Before them 
mountains are levelled ; they dig rivers, they build cities, they 
convert the desert place into a garden — Utah becomes Deseret, 
the Land of the Honey-bee, The world still wants them; they, 
in turn, can find many a haiipier home than Great Britain, where, 
indeed, it is hard to understand how a poor man can consent to 
&ve. The workman coming to the Brazil a miner, a carpenter, 
at a blacksmith, becomes a raining- cap tain — perhaps a mine- 
owner — an agoot or land -proprietor, an engineer. The petty 
Bbopkeeper in Europe here calls himself at least a merchant, 
possibly a capitalist. The hedge-schoolmaster is a professor; the 
clerk rises from 100?. to 300/, a-year. The governess, so far fi-om 
being an upper servant, with a heart-wearj-ing lot befoi-e her, too 
often becomes the head of the establishment, and rides it with a 
>Tod of iron, 

Tu these and tnai^ others, especully ta the mimamed of; 
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rope, tlie Brazil may say, in the words of Holy Writ— 
SVnile ad me omiua qui laboratia et onerati csti», et ego re/iciam 

■01." 

It has been said that the lower orders of Englishmen, which 
word includes Irishmen, do not, as a rule, flourish in the Tropics ; 
that they are mostly, when " left to themselves," a race 

Of men ilegeneiate BOralj-, wbo have Btra:fed 
For from Ihc lustrous glories of tlieii Bires, 
Deep-mired in vaiiitiea and low deatrei). 

But these pages will pro\-e that, with (Uscipline and under strict 
surveillance, they can do wonders, and when Southerners from the 
United States sliall have settled iai tlie Empire, these men, so 
well accustomed at home to " drive" whites and to deal with the 
prol^taireg and the eolluviea genliiun of Europe, will soon supply 
tlie uecessar)' curb. 

Hitherto the Brazil has suffered from being virtually a. terra 
incognita to Europe. She is deficient in tliat powerful interest 
which arises fi-om " nearness," and she subtends too vast an angle 
of vision. The books published upon the subject are mostly, 
I have said, those of specialists: they are, therefore, of the 
eal«gors' " bihlia, a bihlin ; " and none can be catalogued as 
belonging to the class " which no gentleman's library should be 
without." 

Bnt as far bock as 16G2, the Xjondon Exhibition proved that 
this re^on excels all others iu supplying the peculiar species of 
cotton which our manufacturers most demand. Since that time 
tie fleeting thought of war perhaps did good to both countries 
by introducing them to each other. And now oui* ever-increasing 
relations, social and commercial, with this vast and admirable 
section of the SouUi American Continent, must lead in time to 
a closer and better acquaintance than anything that we can now 
imagine. A great national disgrace was lequired to atone for the 
national sin of neglecting our East Indian possessions. The 

udl, I believe, now mcnrs no risk of being forgotten. 
> In 1864-S, whilst all otlier nations exported to the Empire 
6,860,SOO;., Great Britain supplied 6,309,700^ out of a total of 
lS,160,000i. Dui-ing 1865-0, the figiues became respectively 
G,434,400i., 7,375,100(., and the united sum 13,809,500/. The 
Tear i8C6-7 jtreseats, notrrithatamUuQ large puicWsea dV j 



national 
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materials, a large decline.* This, however, is trnnsient, the ftffiecl 
of depreciated currency and of deficient industrj-, resulting from 
R three years' campaign that drained gold and blood to a distant 
region — in fact, a Crimean affair in South America. Finally, 
Anglo -Brazilian debts amount to a little above 14,000,000/. 
My motto in these volumes, as in othere, lias been — 



And certainly the Public has a right to the writer's fullest confi- 
dence. It is, however, no pleasant office, when treating of the 
Gold Mines worked by English companies, to describe correctly 
the system whicli has " got them up." But it is not just tliat the 
Brazil should bear blame for the unconscience of those who "rig 
her markets ; " and when " Brazilian specs are not favourites: all 
the Stock and Joint-Stock Companies connected with the country 
s at a discount ; " whilst the money mai-ket Review threatens the 
Empire with the thunders of that monetary Vatican, the Stock 
Exchange ; and when it is reported, even at tliis moment, thai 
the Brazil, before effecting a loan, will he compelled to pay debts 
which she does not owe, it is only fair to show the cause, and to 
call wrong acts by tbeir right names. Of course, unless thfl 
whole trick be told, it is better not to tell the tale at all. Hifl 
reader, however, will perceive, it is hoped, that I have pointed to 
the system, not to individuals, and that hi describing two suc- 
cesses amongst a dozen failures, I have done my best homage to 
honesty and energj'. 

"While sketching the Highlands of Brazil as far as they werfl 
visited by me, my handiwork is totally deficient in the " heautifi- 
' cation" of which " serious travellers" complain. It is mostly a 
I succession of bard, dry photographs with rough lines and dark, 
I raw colours, where there is not a sign of glazing. The sketch, in 
I fact, pretends only to the usefulness of accuracy. The day must 



• The Bnuil imported from EiiglanJ— 
Surii^ the balf-fear ending 

June 30, 1866 . , ^3.730,SSa 
During ibe luilf-jtiaT coding 

June 30, 1887 . . 2,738,4C0 

But eren villi thig fulling olT alie Hanila 
eightb in the list of our coBtomBra, ranking 
bolow tho United Stotos, Germany, Fmnce, 
Hullund, Egypt, and Turkey ; above Italy, 
Cliin.1, nnd Itolginm, nud f^ above Itmaiii 



The progress of Iba Enuilian roveana 
mnv llius Lc laid down: — 
In ly61-6 ... fia,B95 : 9281000 

,, 1865-8 ... 68,1*6 "-"■' — 

., ]8fl9-r ... 61,«9 

„ 1367-8 not last than 0I,&3S 

The Mtimatcs for tb« Sacol year Jtii 
nrc calculated to bo — 

EaeeiplB . 73,000 : OOOJOOO 
. Eipendituro 70,786 : fl32$OQ0 
3,W8 ! 007 tOOO 



si3$i>ao 

4379000 
000$ OOO 
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' when tlte outlines drawn by other pens will be compared 
irith mine, which will tlins afford a standard whereby the progress 
of the coontrj- may be me as ore d. It was judged better to place 
before the reader certain portions in diary form, not to spai'e myself 
the toil and trouble of " digesting," but to present the simplest 
and the most natural picttire of travel. The Brazilians, who, like 
most j'oung peoples, hare a ravenous and almost feminine appetite 
for admiration and tender protestation, will find my narrative rude 
and uncompromising. Foreigners here resident, who are gene- 
rally badly affected to the countiy,* and who hold it the part of 
patriotism and a point of honour to support a compatriot against 
a native, however the former may blunder or plunder, will charge 
me with " Brazihanism ; " but the impartial will give me credit 
fur a sincerity that refuses to flatter or even to exaggerate the gifts 
of a region which I prefer to all where my travels have liitherto 
extended. Thus I way escape the charge fi-eely made against 
almost all who have written in favour of the Brazil, namely, that 
of having been " induced," or, to speak plaui Enghsb, of having 
been bought, t 

I have piu-posely used the word "sketching." My journey 
covered more than 2000 miles, of which 1150 miles in round 
nombers were by the slow progress of a raft. The time occupied 
■was only five months, between June 12 and November 12 of 1867: 
as many years might moat profitably be devoted to the Rio S2o 
i "nincisco alone, and even then it would be difficult to produce of it 

[ i^xhaustive description. I have, however, been careful to collect 
:■•:■ future travellers, who shall be masters of more time than my 
profession allowed me, hearsay accounts of the interesting natural 
features, the geological remains, and the rock-inscriptions hitherto 
ODWorked. Koster, in the beginning of the present century, drew 



• like (rrerj MDntij struegling (i>r rceog- 
■itina ■mnng the seU-reliiuiC nationa oF tha 
■irlil, Braail ha» to contenii with tlie [ire- 
aJio«il reports at a flostui^ forctgD puim- 
fctiDB. indilToreDt to tho weUara of ths Innd 
iSay tenpanuil; inhabit, and uliine appre- 

iBtvnM. It is much to be legrctted thiit 
lh» QoTemiueat has not thought it worth 
■hilc to take ilodded measure* to correct 
the erranenuB imptenions cnircnt ahnoJ 
rnacvrSLiig ita ulmioistiAtdoa ; and that i 



'|il.>n 

..[ikful Jl 



aalboriUtira 



cuUto 
U of 



thcirdamestic concerns." (A(;iisaii, Joornef 
in Braril, pp. 61S-8). "X Itio de Janeiro 
on no connait gadre qne Kio de Janeiro, et 
I'oD m^prise un pou trop lout ce qni n'cat 
]Kut Rio de Janeiro," shj-b Augnato de Saint 
Uilnim with great trnth. 

+ This is at present tlio popolftr waj to 
dispWB of their opimonn who think woll of 
tho Bnuil. We find eWemivc reference to 
' ' plid pnflen of Bmil, nnd hurkc^B of its 
I^gataon, " even in the " Bnuil Comspond- 
cnce, with an Introduction." Lauilaa*. 
Eid^aj, 1803, 
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attention to tliese " wiitten rocks" in the bed of the norther 
Parahybii River. I believe that such antiquities are to be foun 
in many parts of tlie north-eastern shoulder of the Soutli Ameii- 
can continent, which approaches nearest to the Old World. And' 
I hope in a future volume to show distinct " vestiges of som« 
forgotten people who possessed the country before the present 
race of savages (the Tupy familj), and of whom not even the moBt 
vague tradition has been presei-ved." 

My second volume ends suddenly at tlie Great Rapids of th» 
Rio de Sao Francisco instead of placing the traveller at ita 
mouth. This is perhaps a caprice. But my pen refused to work 
upon the petty details of a few leagues of land travel and a men 
steamer trip down stream, whilst my brain was filled with ima^ 
of beauty and gi-andem-. Nor would further narrative have beei 
of any especial senice. A thousand vacation tourists will lean 
at length that yellow fever in the Empij-e is not an abiding guest, 
that her shores can be reached in ten days from Europe, that n* 
long sea-voyage is more comfortable or so pleasant, that t 
Highlands of the Brazil, which popular ignorance figures to be s 
swampy flat, are exceptionally healthy, and have been used t 
Sanitaria by invalids who had no prospect of life in Europe, an^ 
lastly, that a short fortnight spent in the country upoii a visit b 
Barbacena in the pro\'ince of Minas (reraes, via the D. Pedro 
Segimdo R. R., will offer tlie finest specimens of the three great 
f geograpliical features of the laud, the Beiramar or seaboard, the 
SeiTa do Mar, maritime range or Eastern Gliauts, and the Campos^ 
commonly translated prairies. 'I'hey will not neglect to visit tfa» 
Niagara of the Brazil, and they will find Paulo Affonso, King o 
Rapids, more accessible tlian northern Scotland. From thf 
agents of the Bahia Steam Navigation Company at S. Salv&d<n 
and on the lower Sao Francisco River they will meet with every 
attention, and at tlie office they will obtain more general know< 
ledge of the country tlian can be packed into a handbook. 

The Appendix contains a translation of a. monogram by H 
Gerber.C'.E., describing Minas Geraes,one of the tjincal provintM 
of the Empu'e of the Southern Cross. It is simply a compile 

• Souther (Historr of Bnwil, ii. pp. 80, PranciBcan way be trusUd, with 

6G3). Tlie Uborioiu uuthor wick, " Rocka uIbo, have been rocently found i; 

■cnlpturod irith tho repreHeDtntiom of the ninet wLTtiee part of South An 

ADunala, of the buii, niooii, rtntl Htani, witli hitherto the leait oxploreJ. " 

JlieniglypMiad aigat, and U "~ ' '"" 
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tioQ. But it forms aii excellent base for future labours, and it is 
a good specimen of the stores of local infonnation now locked up 
from the world in the pigeon-holes of BraziUan literature. I 
I'iiiled to meet the distinguished author at Ouro i'reto, and I am 
bi'und tu make an apology for having tmnslated him witliout his 
express permission. 

\\'ere I here to quote all the names, Brazilian and English, to 
which the pieasm-e and the profit of my journey are ilue, the list 
would oceiyiy many a page. They have not been ignored in 
tliese volumes, and now they shall not be troubled with anything 
but the heartfelt expression of my liveliest gratitude. 

To conclude. The kindly reader will not criticize the smaller 
errors of sheets which weie not coiTected in proof.* Dmiug 
my absence trom England, ray wife, who travelled with me through 
Minas Genies, will take upon herself the work of revision, but the 
bi5t " coup de peigne " must necessarily be wanting. 



NOTE.t 



ujion the Eiibject of thcii laboim. 

John Mawe ; the only edition known to me is " Voyages dans I'Inlfiricur du 
Bt^sU en 1809 et 1810, traduiu de I'AnglnU par J. B. B. Cyria*."! Paria, 
Gide AIb, liliroire, 1816. I hnvc nut Recu his "Trealisc on DionuindN ancl 
Precious Stoncw, including iheir History, Natur,il and Commerciul, to fr1lic^h 
ia addai wme uc^oont of the best metliod of cutting and polishing them." 
Sto. London, 1613. The Eoglisliman in the Brazil must often meet his 
Qoontfynicn, if he wauld meet tbem at all, in the garb ^o[ the Oanl. Thus 
"nlf have I seen the excellent volumes of Mr. Koater, ao often ijuoted by 
^iiiithey, nnd known in the Bnwil as Henrii|ue da Costa. TJio I'dition is 



* Ponncr tnTellen Flata noticed n 
' ■ Utalitf '■ attaching to works njma tho 
■ubjtet of the Bnuil, the uncmucioo&Mo 
BOlnhcr of eriMa reqtured by Manne) Aynm 
(U Oukl. UU. BiHX and Msrtiiui, Joid 
hUdano Fenui»l«a Finheiro, Ewhwege. 
e Annjo, ind the Rrst puMicatiiin 
>t HOiure. 

if- Ib the following pages tho niuncs of 
:than will recur with ununiml 
The object of thaw repcnte.! 
qW^ktiims from whftt nn now " Btaniliirii 
vorki," ia compliiacntnr;, not critical: no 
mw knows iddfs than miAelf how little my 
•urn anon and ahoHcDmings jastilx ate in 



criticising. There is a Hnklnjt Socigty for 
rapnblishlDg with snnntations those who 
(late from a certain munber of centuries. 
Thfl modflms, howerer, moitt be read as 
they wrote ; and einco the days when they 
wrote, many tMnj^ hsTe been changed. In 
dne coune of time they will all be deomod 
Aorthy of the Hokluyta, and, nieanwhiEe, 
notica of their labeuni will be bb Taluabis 
to futnre students as they are uopleaiant 
to the reader in the prwnt day. 

I This venerable author has moritod, by 
sttracting to hor the attention uf Euiope, 
Ibc gratitude of tho DraiiL 
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" Voj-ages dans la Partie Septentrionale dn Br^ail, St, par Henri KoaU^ 
depuia 1800 juw^u'cn 1815." Troduits dc I'Angl&is yai M. A. Ja]{ 
Porid, 181 8.» 

" Voyage au BnJEil dnna lea ann^es ISIo, 1816 et 1817, pai S. A- 8. Uaii- 
tuilien. Prince de Wivd-Neuwied ; tntduit de rAllemnnd par J. B. B. CyiU)L* 
Paris, Artliur Bertrand, 1H21. "Prince Max." tlie Iiord of Braunbei^ li 
made ipoque, nud hU cullectioDH were valuable in illmtratiiig tho satai 
history of the Brazil. 

M. Auguate de Saint Hilnirc Tiaited Uie Brasil in the anite of the Due d> 
Liuembouiig, and during the wliote six years between April 1, 181G, and ISS^ 
he travelled ova SMO leagues. This author is icspected by the Braiiltn 
luoro tlian any other ; he is almost Ocnaon in point of exactness and pain 
taking, and the only fault to be found with his iiairative U iu 3uccinctne«, a 
uuuBiud offence. Of hia works eight volumes are fumiliar to me, and I luv 
(juoted them under their respective nHin1icr« : 

X. Voyage dans les Province do Rio de Janeiro et de Minn 

Paris, Grimbert et Dorez, IfiSO. 
II. Voyage dans le District des Diamaas et but !e Uitoml du Bi^ 
Paris, Libroirie GiJe, 1633. 

III. Voyage aus Sourcea du Bio de S. Francisco et dims la Province d 

Ooyaz. Paris, Arthur Bertrand, IMT. 

IV. Voyage dana lea Provinces de Soiut Paul ct de Sninte Catherina 

Paris, Arthur Bertrand, 1851. 

I could not meet with liit " Flora Brasiliie Meridionalia," which was e 
with' the collaboration of MM. Jusnien and Cambaesides, nor with the' 
UaneUes des Brdsiliens," nor with the " Histoirc des Planles les phts I 
marquablea du Brisil et du Paraguay," 

The last French author whose travels in the Brazil wire of importanoe J 
tho Count Francia de Castelnau, who directed the " Expedition dans les Ptrb' 
centrales de rAmoriijne du SmL" Paris, Bertrand, 1850. G vols, in 8vo. 

I have often refetred to Robert Southey, whose " History of the Bmril " h 
been admirably translated into Portuguese by a Bnudlian. 

The three folios, at present scai'ce and unpleasantly expcnsire, unplj 
deserve another edition, with notes and emendations. Tliis " gn ' 
taking " of tlie Laureate's " mature manhood " is Characterised in his 
valuable volnmes by Sr. A. dc Vanihtigcn (Kistoria Qeral ilo Bnml, iL 
" not so much a history as chronological mcmoitB, collected from i 
auUiors and various manuscripts, to eerve for the history of the Brazil, Bneno 
Ayree, Montevideo, Paraguny, &c." f 



• It ftboundi ID tho wgrst niinprints, for 
inUann in Iho first valumc : Cara fur Cira 
(Pnl. xxxrii.), Aasogsdra for Affogadoa 
(12J, Poco for Poto (IS), Alsmdegs for 
Alfudop (G2t, Alqueuo or AliiucAre for 
Alqwire (66 uxA 21B), jH),'as(ltiH for Jaii- 
gadu (eS), Cacinebu for Cuimbas (131), 
Uamemi for Homimi im), Aadkorina for 
Andoriuha (232), OukrdaniBrc for Ouardn- 
mfir (39S), Serm Fcqacoa for Pcquc 
(333), uul «) f«rtti. 

i Sr. VanaIu4)eo io ojion I 




the mine objoclEoii. The historical part 
hia wDtk i> far leu i-alushle than the pg 
tioni dovoted to general infonnstian. ai 
tho concluding chnplors are 
uDsatisfactorj. 

Southey's Historj wiw continued _ 
Toliunes by "John Armitage, Bsqi 
Smith ft Elitir, London, 1836. 
nuthor wan cnengnl in commerce at 
Janeiro^ bat he wrote under hi^ 
infarmation, and hit book will otgt be ■ 
iaterMttag. Th« Bngliah editicttan4 
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Ae Janeiro nuil the SoutLcro ParU of Biazil, tukci 
i of ten years in Uiat country, from 1808 to 181«," By John ] 
Londcm, Sttnnd, 1820. These " Not^' belong to tlie folio days i 
e mmder vhat a " work" would have been. The luboriooa historiiui, < 
a (ii., 481), alludea to his not having been alile to procure th« I 
e wc iDoy judge how little it is known. 

f of the Bnzil," &c, &c. By James Hiinderson. London, Long- 
Thia IB sJao a folio ; it is 'rather a compilation than an original, 
it wonts the freshness and utility of its rivaL 

M of Brazil in 1828 and 1839." By the Rev. R. Walsh, LL.D., 
London, Westley & Davis, 1830. The two stout octavos roj^uirB 
witli a liberal hand ; the author Beems Uj have licliered every t«l« j 
[br him, and he viewed the Empire through tho ilark glanuos of J 
anU-slavery age, happily now past. He is one of tlie auttiurs who, 
Biunt Hilaire, have materially injured British prestige in tho 

a tliG Interior of Brazil." By George Gardner, F,L,S., Super- 
of tlic Royal Botanical Gardens of Ceylon. Lonilun, Reeve, 1846, 
kbie author spent in the Empire the years between 1836 and 1841, 
I botany, Imt he was also a man of general knowledge, who wrote in 
Iwagf^T"'"!! style, whose geniality is still appreciated.* 
ense mass of infonnation touching the Brazil is to he round in 
and other documents published at Lisbon, eq>eciaUy i 
de Noticias para a Hiatoria e Geographia das Nb<;3o6 ultra- morinoa 
nos dominioB Portuguezes, ou Ihes sao visiuhas. Publicada pela 
Real d«s Sciencioa." Lisboa, na Typographia da Mesma Auidania, 
s oeren oclavoa are read by few but students, and at present the I 
ablie hoa everything to learn of the truly noble Portuguese litera- 
a rnle wc dislike the language because it is nasal, and we have » \ 
ond most ignorant idea that Portnguese, the most Latin of all th« | 
longues, is a " bastard dialect of Spanisli." 
Maritimoa e Coloniaes, Publica^ao Menaal rctUgidasob a direc^fio 
io Moriltma e Colonial." Lisljon, Imprcnsa Nacionol. Of this 
wllection many series have been published. I was unable to pur- 

Ky at the Imprensa Naoionul. The Royal Geographical Society of 
ect«d to send their volumes beyond the Atlantic, and my debt of 
~ to my Iriend the geographer, Mr. Alexander Findlay, F.R.O.S.t 



tmuUIJan an both cat of print, 

aerit re-inae, if posaiblc with 

DflificatiDiu. 

^ject of this nolo is aot to 
^Hiporuy Kngligh aathora — llail- 

. HinchUE' (18fi3), and othen. 

nun, hawevBT, from eipresaing 
n of tho " Nntunlist on the 
IB," tj Honry Walter Bal*™. 
r^, 1883, "Publishera say 
lie doea not rare for Braiil," 
iCe lolJ me : hU yolniDcs havo 
n thfl carrectioii to tliic idea. 
ba deemed curious Oiat no 
» of the " Rcyhta 



TrtmBosal," issued bj the TnstJtalo Hls- 
torico Googrnphioo of Hio do Jnaeiro. Tho 
publimtion in so carolesaly supplied that it 
is well nigh usclesB. The hbnry attaeheil 
la the Pocult; of Sin Fanlo, one of the 
ncsTDSt npproitchca tn a Itnuiluui nuiTgniitf , 
bus no coroplete cop!, faDryoLrs' ninnbOTS 
arc vsntiog, and since 18R6 no coploa have 
l>Doa forwarded. As regards the Inatituta 
ilHcif I onn penioBBllj iflord no infomui- 
tion ; during my frequent Tiails to Ria 
de Janeiro Uie honour of an imitation 
lo attend its mcelJogs was never eitonded 
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t A poiulerous but valuable work (wliiuh an ia(l(>x would make lea tias 

I more uaefut), ill 9 voliiine^ ia the " Uemorias IlialoricaB do Bio de Joneiio • 

I das Provinciaa Aiuicias k Jurisdicgao do Vice-re! do EsUido do BraxU," pof 

I (Uoneenlior) Jozi^ de Souza Azevedo PizEuro e Aniajo. Rio de Jsnciid 

I IrapressiLo Nacional, 1622. Another ia the Corographiu Brazilica of (tfae Abb^ 

I Maiioel Ayrea de Cosal, the "dozen" of Brazilian geographers. The bod 

I (printed in 1817) ia welt knoivn, not so the author : hia birth-place lioi neni 

I been discovered, and the only detail of his career which came to light is Alt 

I he returned with tlie Court to Portugal and there died. He ie now, despite of 

a tew inaccuracies, one of the chuaics. Of pnrelj geographical eompibdioM 

we have tlie " Diccionario Oeographico Historico a Dewrijitivo do Imperio dft 

BraiiL" Por J. C. H. Millet da Saint Adolphe. Paris, Ailland, 1845. Thil 

work, in two volumea, ia a were compilation and ia exceedingly incorrect. 

Works of local uae are — 

"Uemoriaa sohre as Minaa de Minaa Oeraea, eacripta em 1801, pelo D|| 

Josj Vieira Couto." This excellent little book, which is philosophical, lOfB 

Judic«d, and not without eloquent ami pictnreaqae deacriptiona, was repuUislw 

by MM. Laemmert & Co., Rio de Janeiro, 1842. It will frequently 1 

referred to in the following pages. 

" Viogem Mineralogica na Prurinda de S. Paulo," por Jos^ Bonifacio ch 
Andrada e Silva, e Martim Francisco Bibeiro de Andrada. I am unable to giva 
the dato, as my copy wants the title page, and none of the Andrada family 
could supply the information. It has been trans!ate<i into French by thl 
Councillor Antonio de Menezes Drummond, and it was published in tht 
" Journal dea Voyages." 

" Historia do Uovimento Politico que no Anno de 184S, tevc lugar na Pro^ 
vincia de Minas Oeraes," Pelo Concgo Jos^ Antonio Mnrinho. The f 
volume was published by J. E. S. Cabnd, Rio de Janeiro, Rua do Hospicd, 
No, 66, in 1844 j the second in the aame year by J. Villeneuvc e Com[^^ 
Ena do Ouvidor, No, 65. " Padro Mariuho " was a lid-hot Luaia or Liberal ; " 
I waa however much esteemed, and after the Revolutionary movement w 
crushed, he lived out the rest of his daya, taking an active part in public! 
affaiw, at Rio de Janeiro. Tliere is also a Chronologicai History of the a~ 
taken from the opposite stand-point, and pubiiahed imder the auspices, it it 
Bftid, of the President of Minas Geraesi, Bernardo Jaointho da Veiga. 

" Informa93o on Deacrip(-ao topographica c politica do Rio de S, Francisco,* 
pelo CJoronel Ignaoio Acoioli de Cerqueira c Silva. Rio de Janeiro. Typograpfaia 
FrancezB de Frederico Arvcrson, Largo da Carioca, 1860. Colonel Accioli 1 
laboured honl and welt in the field of local Brazilian litorature, 
I " Almanak Administrativo, Civil e Industrial da Proi'iucia de Minas Gen 
I para o anno de 1864," orgnnisado e redigido por A. de Assis Martina e 
I Harqnex de Oliveira. 1° anno. Rio de Janeiro, Tyjtographia da Aotoalidadft. 
A tod volume appeared at Ouro Preto, Typographia do Minas Oeroes, 1864 (for 
[ the year 1865). I had hoped to see a 3rd in 1868, but it has not yet been. T 
iMued, 
" Rapport partie! sur Ie Haul San Francisco, on Description topographique et i 
[ statistique dea parties de lu Province de Minas Geraes comprises dans ]«' J 
boaaiii du Haul San Francisco, juicidic de quelquea a{)er;ua gi^n^raux gitr l»l 
mSme Province," par Eduardo Jos4 de Moraes, Lieutenant du Gf nie de TAnndafl 
r £n^(£lJeDD(L Paii», Parent, 1866. Ita object ia b ctuud. J 




PBELIMITTAnT ESSAY. 

Am rrgarda ihe Tupy or Lin^-ua Geral,* a subject now so deeply inltresling 

(in the BnLul, from whose settled portions tie " Indian" element is so rapidly 
diMppearing, I have used the — 
" QmnmoticB da Lingua Oerol dos Indios do Brosil, reimprMsa pela 
primdiH vez neste continente depois de tao longo tempo de s\ia publica^ao em 
'i-'HM," por Joao Jooqiiim da Silva Gnimariej. Bnhin, Typognijihia de Mimoel 
. ::.:iaao Sepulveda, 1851. 
■ Diecionario da Lingua Tnpy chaniada Lingua Ot-rnl dos Indigena* do 
' >zil,"poT A-GoD^olvrnDias. Lipsia, F. A. Brockhaus, 1S58, Theautborwasa 
' /ni»t, a trareller, and a poet, and his early death cast a gloom over his 

" Chrestomathia da Lingua Broalica," pelo Dr. Emeeto Fineira Franfo. 
ipdg, BrocUtaus, 1669. 

A useful handbook to those studying the Flora of the Ejnpire is the 

~v$tana de Materia Medica V^etal Brasileiis, vtc., etc, ex.trahida a tradu' 

-J lias Oblas de Car. Fred. Phil. Je Martins," pelo Desembargador Henriquo 

V'.'lloBo d'Olivdia, Eio de Janeiro, Laeuimert, 1854. It is something more 

tEuQ a tnuislation of the Latin volume,t published by the learned Bavarian. 

L'lwii Ihe Bio de Sao Francisco I was accompanied by the— 

" Rclaturio conc«mcnte A Exploragao do Rio de S3o Francisco deade a 

C'«cboeira da Pirapora M o Oceano Atlantico, durante os Annos de 1862, 1853, e 

1S54,' pelo Engenheiro Henrique Onilherme Ft-rnando Hulfeld. Impresso por 

rrnlcm do GoTemo Imperial. Bio de Janeiro : Typographia Modems de 

' ■■ <r,{M Bertram!, Ruada AjuJa, 73. This small thin folio is of convenient 

vrlHng dimensioas. Not bo the enormous and costly — 

' Athu e Rektorio concemente a Exploro^ao do Rio de S. Francisco deede a 

.1. )un!ira lilt Pirapora ate o Oceono Atlantico, levan tad o por ordem doOovemo 

lirS.M.I.OSenhorDom Pedro II.," pelo Engenheiro Civil Henrique Guilhenne 

Fernando Halfeld em 1852, 1353, e 1854, e mundado lithographar na litho- 

(.•nphia Imperial de Eduardo Rensburg. Rio de Janeiro, 1860. The plans do 

I "^:ioar to lilliography in the BraziL His Imperial Majesty, an Honorary Mem- 

■ of the Boyal Geographical Society of London, was pleased to forward, in 

-•■-'■. a copy of thi» huge folio to our library. 

Tor the Rio das Velhas I had provided myself with a copy of the — 
" Hydrngraphie du Hnut San Francisco, et du Rio dnit Velhas, n'sultats nu 
point lie me hydrographique d'un Voyage eflectuiS dans la Province de Minaa 
G<3Km i«r Emm. Liais. Ouvrage publiii par ordie du Qouvemement Imperial 
da BK«I, el nccompognc de Cortes levies par I'auteuT, avec la collaboration de 
HM. Ednordo Jodi^ de Moraes et Ladislao ile Souza Mello Netto." Paris et 
Riu Janeiro, 1865, This is a work having authority, and the style of the folio 

^K. it, Li«ia tell» ua in his Frefac« (p. 2) that he has "collected numerous 
^Hi^BMiU upon a crowd of other than hydrographical questions, and has 

^^ ' ffic Gnil [rablicatioD niioD tie suliject Lingua Brasilica," Liibon, 10S7. I bsve 

■■* tb* " Aii« ila Uranimutica dH lingaa n cop; of tbe 4th edition, Lieban, 1790. 

wu« bbiIb Bk CiM» iln Bnral," bj tbo f " 8;<ilcniB Materiie MbiUck Vegttalia 

*«aafsUc AnchidA, published »t CoimbnL, BruilieosuiCaiaposiiit," Ck. Frid, Phil. 

liVi, mA do* of extiEine rsritf. dc Muiiiu. Li|niic, tpad Frid. Pliigdmr, 

Tbe Joiiit Pwira Luii Figneira stso ISI3. 
i^tinl kD "Arte >'.i ffnmauitiat 'h 
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world to, and whitli regulated the inland naN'igatiun of the BraziL 

' The Minister of Agriculture and Public Works, His Excellency 

I the Councillor Manoel I'into de Souza Dantas, who took Uie 

liveliest interest in the jouniey, honoured me with a circnlu 

' letter addressed to the authorities of liia own Province, Bnhii, 

where he had lutelj' heen President, and where his wishes were 

I law. Finally, the eminent Deputy of Alagoas, Dr. Aureliuo 

Candido Tavares Bastos, Jun., whose patriotic enthusiasm for 

progress lias so ui-gently advocated the freeing of the coaadng 

ti'ade and the opening of gi-eat flu^v-ial lines,* kindly gave me ft 

variety of introductory letters. 

Under sucli auspices ive— that is to say, my wife and tlw 
inevitable Ego — with a negiet answering to the name of Chico or 
Frank, after exhausting the excitements of tlie " Rio Season," 
left that channing but somewhat drowsy, dreamy, and do-littll 
Capital on the fortunate Ember-day, Wednesday, June 12, 1867. 
Affectionate acquaintances bade us sad adieux, prognosticating 
every misery fioia tick-bites to kmving. What Dr. Couto calU 
the " old system of terroi-s " is not yet obsolete, and I was looked 
upon as a murderer in pasne, because Mi's, Burton chose to 
accompany me. A " synthesis of cognate habits " induced Mr. 
George Lennon Hunt to see us embark, and he was not alone, 
for there are " good cliiUlren " even amongst the John Bull-linga 
of the Brazil. 

" Rio Bay," like all the beautifid sisterhood, from Coniidlt 
^ "Mullions" westwai'd to the Bay of Naples, must be see 
in " war-paint." Most charming is she when sitting under he 
rich ethereal canopy, wliilst n varnish of diaphanous atmospher 
tempers the distance to soft and exquisite loveliness ; when ths 
robing blue is perfect brilliant blue, when the browns are dashed 
with pink and piu-ple, and when the national colours suggei 
themselves : green, vivid as the emerald, and yellow, bright i 
burnished gold. Then the streams are silver, then the scaan 
are marked orange and vermilion as they stand straightly out fnxa 
the snowy sand or the embedding forest, then the passing clouds 
form floating islets as theu" shadows walk over the waters of tfaa 
inner sea, so purely green. Then tlie peasant's whitewashed ha* 
of tile and " wattle and dab," rising from the sti'and of btiowJ 

* Hi« book, " O VrIIb Jo AimwoniiH "' (Hio Je Janeiro, R L Oarnier, 18M), k 
. tbIuaUb W rt i rt icd itod; of the fiiTsr, aod uapij imans tiuiUtioiL i 
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becomes opal and garnet m the floods of light which suggest 
but a perpetual springtide. And every hour has its own 
There is sublimity in the morning mists rolling far away 
over headland brow and heaving ocean ; there is grandeur, love- 
liness, and splendour in the sparkling of the waves under the 
Boon-day sun, when the breeze is laden with the perfume of a 
thousand flowers ; and there is inexpressible repose and graee 
in the shades of vinous purple which evening sheds over tlje same. 

Combine witli this soft and faii^'-like, this singular feminine 
beauty of complexion, a power and a majesty bom of the size 
and the abrupt grandeur of inountiiin and peak, of precipice and 
rock, which would strike the mind of Staffa, and which forbid 
any suspicion of effeminacy. Such effects of Nature, at once 
masculine and womanly, alternately s.ift and stern, necessarily 
affect the national character. The old sneer that the family of 
Uncle Slim must not hold itself to be a gieat people because 
Kiagara is a great cataract, contains eveu less tiuth tlian such 
sneers usually contain. The "Aspects of Nature" are now 
recognized influences upon the ideality and the intellect of man. 
" Onde ha o grande e o hello," says Sr. Castilho, with eminent 
poetic instinct, "apparece logo a poesia;* and now even we of 
die little island readily own that " size becomes in tlie long run 
a measure of political power." And is not the Beautiful the 
vmble form of the Good? Aa these pages will prove, travel in 
tiie " Land of Dye-wood " resembles travel in no other land. 
It iiafl a gentleness, an amenity of aspect which the sons of the 
ngged North see for the first occasion, and which tliey must 
expect to see again. At the same time we shall find 
amotigst the people pronounced traits of chamcter, and an almost 
uvage energy, which show bone as well as smoothness of skin. 

There are, however, times ami seasons when Rio Bay, the 
Charmer, bears a stormy dangerous brow, upon wliich it is not 
good to look. Again there are days, especially in early winter 
team May to -June.t wheu her frowns melt into smiles, and when 



' " Vrhnn the Gnml urn) IbB BMutlfut 
nat, there the Piwt boob ajipeara." Tlii« 
F«M oC tbo Biwit is a juat luiJdle between 
ikMe phnicol extreme* which over-itimu- 
tau vT which depieu the tmagiuattoiL 

f The EnroiieAiiiied aaauat in this put 
d llw Bnuil, la "adspted (a the Southern 
er^ &re the aonubl four (the Aijaa 
heiBf Biigiaallf tbivc, Winter, 



Sjiring, ind Siiramprl, vis.: — 1. Spring, 
bcgintiitig eelitomber 2^ ; 2. Siunioer, 
December 21 ; 3. Autumn, Much 2U ; 
uid 4. Winter, June 31. The Ounnnr 
" IniUam," or indijeiiea, more »en«ibly 
Jivided the yew into two lialvea, ■'Coanicjr- 
aia," snn^euon, and "Alinium-ara," t^- 
BcasoiL "Tliay am Ihe dVn^Boni w^sida iio 
recogiiiw) now," says St. lost 4c hXeojcaNa 
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tears follow her laughter. Of such sort was that Wednesda] 
the Ember-day, hi the yeai- of grace 1867; it came bard u] 
fi terrible shipwrecking gale. 

Rio de Janeiroj tlie " veiy loyiil aud heroic city," viewed frot 
the quarter and statiou of the "Proinha," alias " Maiia'a Wharft 
does remind eye, nose, aud ear of eeiiain sites on tlie Thaml 
which shall be nameless. You hustle through a crowd of blacl 
You make the little jetty under a barrel roof of corrugated ad 
galvanized u'on, between piles of coffee sacks, whose 
scattered over the floor, show that the nithless "piewer 
has plunged m his scoop, withdiawn his sample, and stockfl 
his home with plundered cafiFeine. Near the coarse pier 
creaking planks lie swamped canoes and floating boats, a r 
dredging craft, sundry little black titeamers, a crowd of loadv 
ships, and a scatter of crippled liulks ; a dead dog floats lazQ 
past US, the smoke of Dover stifles us, the clang of hammi 
has power to iuja<;ei' oiir nerves, and we acknowledge the savoQ 
of that old Father who once haiboured Le Brut of Troy. Btt 
here the picturesque " Moito da Saude " — the Hill of Health-- 
sits by the shore clad in Tanga kirtle of grass and tree, whili 
close behind, towering high in aii-, the gigantic detached bloo 
culminating in " Tijuca Peak," overlooks the scene like th 
monai-ch of mountains he is. 

To the soutli-east ai'e the yellow-ochi'e buildings of the Maria 
Arsenal, long and low, aud Lisbon-like, with windows jealoua^ 
baiTcd. The surroundings are a toll red shp-shed. a taller black 
shed, fronted by a big, antiquated, and green-painted crane; pila 
of coke and coal, rusty gims, and old tanks and boilers cumbfl 
the ground; in front floats a ship newly born to ocean life, and.) 
mob of smaller craft are made to hug their great mother, the shori 
But, again, the upper part of this picture is SJLo Bento's stern oil 
pile, with its massive square front of monastery i)itted and denteiii 
by the cannon-balls of the stout French coraair,+ with its pyramid^ 
capped belfries, whose weathercocks have been weathered down t 
spikes, and with its gardens of rich sward aud luxuriant banao 
stretching far away in our reai-. 

]i!b ailiniiBlilc comuice, Quu'acy, rol. i. or "mns," a result oka brougbt about* 

UOl, " uiil tho only MaBODK whii^h really Into yeara by extensive cuIUvation aud dl 

teaA in tlie Itniii!." Murenver it may bo fonsling. 

mid that Bjo do Janeiro, tlio city, pbiced * O tarador, tbe " Bomplor : " the wtt 

in the ioterml liet<reen Ibi) Tiiulea nod tlio "mmta, niBthinliB. a lBti«r. 

Ijtniiblff niuih, baa no p^nlnr "jrie»" jDnj;llay-'ITO^dll|«Vl^)^louJl»J4le^i^™V^^J 
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And DOW tile little steamer "Petiopolis" in under wny, making 
uine knots per lioar, verj' unlike the "open boat"* affected by 
tbe travellers of 1808— 18'2o. We rush past the Ilha das Cobras, 
" Snake Island," a little heap of green slope and gi-aiiite scarji, 
Vinth bran-new docks anil ancient lines of fortalice and building, 
;ill oclii'e -tinted, to show public property ; past the shipping 
I'hannel, all hull and mast ; past the big red Custom-house, said 
t^. have cost i;300,000, and already showing a graceful sag of some 
fonr inches in the centi-e ; past the low, solid buildings, not without 
the usual steeple, on the Ilha das Eiixadns, or " Isle of Hoes," 
known to the Briton ns the " Coal Island," wliich was sold for ii 
• jiig, and which is now worth a mint of pounds sterling ; past the 
lUtance-dwarfedeastei-n wall of the Bay, in tlie upper part broken 
idlls, by contrast hillocks, and below r town and outlying ^■illage9, 
with houses and villas, forts and churches ; past the " Island of 
the Governor" (Salvador CoiTea de Sd), very properly called In 
tlie English " Long Island," from its length of twenty-eight miles, 
where tlie ant-eatert having been eaten out, the ant eats out the 
farmer ; past Paqneta, of old " Pacatti," shaped like a figure of 8 
— that " lovely insular gem," shady with mangos and cashews, 
and myrtles, and the olive-like Camorit,! the coquette called the 
Capri of Bio — classical, ehaiming, and happily witliont a Tiberius; 
past the bight of Mage, wliich deluded the first discoverers into 
misnaming this little Mediten-aneau "River of January," and 
wliich caused tlieir descendants to miscall themselves Fluminenses, 
■ If People of the Eiver ; § past slabs of rock, each growing its one 
nr two bnnches of vigorous verdiu-e, frnit of that mighty coition 
iif equinoctial sun and tropical rain ; past eyots of dull wlutfi 
gi-anite boulders, the blocs perches and roches nioiitonnees of 
De Saussui-e ("Verily," exclaims a tiiend, "its name is 



t &ipccutll7 Iho apeii[M c&lled Tninuulnit 
II. f., 'bixi-mondi. ant-trnp) Mirim, cr 
Utile ttnt-roler <Mjnne™p''»g» tetiacliii. 
tyla), M oppoaed to the greater ant-eater, 
Timauduft CkvrUlo or bandcini (Myrmeco- 
phifpk jubAta, Una.), The often recurrinK 
wiird mirj, m^nem ot mirim {PortngueBO 
— inbo — ioha — Binbo, etc. 1, ■ terminal bor- 
-iiwrJ (mm the Tiipy-Ouanmy tongue, 
iituu unall, leser, least, oppased to cab, 
I ti, wosd, gDuA, uteu (it TBri«i accord- 
ing tn (he ■jrllable prcrvding it), nugnui, 
luajor, miuiiiiug. The latter correipoacls 
■lUi ihe UirmiBtlion iv in PonagueiK. 



Antlmpalugista are aJriscd la liiit Long 
Island. It contains kitclica-middeDB of 
oyster and otlior ibelli locally called 
" E!iuaba(|iiiB, " and is rich in aboriginal 
alculL) and (tone calte. 

t A lADlaaa, on« of tlie Yerhenacen, a 
common wild tree in tlie prairies ri the 
BranL 

§ Bence wo ■till r^od in Proucli and 
Engliah " Qaiottseni, " and " 
of Geography," "Bio de Janeiro, o 
do Janario, oa tbe Bio Eiier ; " "Bio de 
Janeiro, aipoie h rembDaohnra du denTe 
■lu mime nom." (Dictionniidra d» WQm.- 
vcrsalion, P. Didot, taria. \%51.^ 
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' bonlder I ") — some the size of a house, rounded and water-rolled, 
others acutangukr, and brought on thin ice-rafts and floes by the 
Glacial Theory from yon towering range of Swiss physiognomy. 
We look behind ns, and tlie glance phmges into the open sea 
tlu-ough the portals of the Colossal Gate, sentinelled by an anny 
of peaks. We look in front at a northern wall, the Serra do Mar, 
or Sea Bange ; to the north-east rise the Organ Monntidns proper, 
with their four shar^i needles of darker blue, silhouetted against 
the undefined vapouiy background, and resembling anjiiiing hut 
organ-pipes;" due north is the Star Range,! where a break and 
a knob of rock, the usual Cabe^a de Frade, or " Friar's Head," 
mark the natural zigzag taken by tlie road ; while to the north- 
west the pyramidal and sharply outlined peaks of the Serra de 
TinguJi. prolong the mighty curtain in tlie direction of Silo Paulo. 
And now, eleven miles duly left beliind, we dash towards a sprink- 
ling of huts and a low luie of mangrove, backed by the sub-nmge, 
heaps of dark gi-een hill shaggy witii second growth, and not 
nnfi-equently topped by a white church. This is the "Maui 
Landing Place," and here ends Act No. 1 of to-day's travel 
drama. 

Before we tread the sliaky, creaky, little plank-jetty leading to 
the railway carnages, we may incidentally remark that Maud Bay 
and Paqueta Island supply Rio with the best oysters. Bad, how- 
ever, are now the best. The lUverines should, like their northero 



* I may Bii|U!<»t that tLe diacaTCrers 
caUed them Seira <loa OrgaOa boni tbe huge 
trH cactus (Cactus iirljoreus, in Spuiuh 
Orgaeo) which abonada in theae maunbuna. 
Aa ra^trda the altitude n popular error 
makes the Oi-gan Mcnntaine never to ei- 
ceed 13D0 metres. Frofeasor Agaaeii (A 
Jonmej in Btnill, chap. 2) tella ua that 
the highest aummita of the Ot^n MouQ. 
tuDB range onl; from 2000 to 3000 feet, 
and in chap. 15, quoting M. Liaia, vho 
makea the inaxiinum altitude obeerved bj 
him 7000 feet, ho ignores Gardner, whu 
found a BHa greater height AccDrdiii|{ 
to Captain BulhOes the Alto da Serra ia 
683-21 metres, the road in front of the 
pakoe at Fetropolia S J2, and the Peak of 
Tingoi upvords of 20UD. Tlie Tijiica is 
lOSO, sad the Coitovaito 601 metres. 

-f- The Serra da Eatrella ii proliablj so 
called from the beaatlful highlandt of Cen- 
tral PgrtugoL It is part of the Serra do Mar 
or Maritime Kangt^, which here correaponds 
with the Ali^hanic^ or Ajip»hiehian lun^ 




of tlie northern contjoent. The chiun b»- 
gins in the north uf Espirito Santo (S. lat. 
IB"— 17"), where it omtiaues the Serra dn 
Aymor^ and thence it runa i 
miles from E,N.B. lo W.aW. 
barrier cutting off the hot, damp, ani 
fever-haunled maritime lowlands of Um 
coast or Beiramar, from the dry and healthf 
highlanda of the interior, and though onlj 
a score of miles from the capital it is 

Bstrella, the port nt the foot of 
niage, uid north of " Maun." was a % 
of great conaeqaence and hustle during llw< 
first quarter of the preseat centiiry 
the imports and eiports of the Par Wvt- 
jusaed through it, and large covered boi 
with Bat bottoms conaected it with t 
cajiitjd. It was then 

' ' Uiffertum nantia, caupouibus atqiu 
nialignia. " 
Now it has piused through the court, h 
obtained its discharge, and 
ruined. 
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brethren of Califomian San Francisco, send for spat or oyster- 
seed to New York, or, better still, to Baltimore. The aboriginal 
moQosk might meRnwhile be greatly improved by stientific oatrei- 
tttlture. Bed the bivalves for six months where there is no 
seaward current, but where tlie rising tide mixes salt water with 
fr^dli. Thei-e must be artificial collectora to prevent tlie spat 
being carried away and lost, and which will save tlie ti'ouble and 
expense of removing it to another place. Feed them for the 
It&t fortnight with "farinha"* or other flour. So shall you see 
the long, thick, black beaid give way to dehcate meat, and the 
ihiii angolar flatness become plump and roiuided. 

Here begins Act No. 2. The Maua Railway, upon which the 
engine first whistled in the Brazil,! is ii very small chapter in 
that latest and best Euangelion which began, one year before tlie 
Brazil was bom, with the fii-st " Stockton and Darlington Rail- 
way Act," April 19,1821. Like other little things, "Mauii" 
hsti » mighty soul. At the Fete of Industiy, when its godfather 
I'pened it, he is said to have exclaimed, " A Ban-a do Rio daa 
\Vlhas." (£« route to the valley of tlie Silo Francisco River.) 
But unhappily double the sum authorised — iCO.OOO, instead of 
X'SO.OOO — was expended upon a road, not a railroad, and the 
prophecy has stilt to fulfil itself. 

The engine pulls us slowly, feebly up a valley, or rather a 
gully, winding through the lowest sub-range. Then we come to 
a fiat, a strip of the Pontine Mai'shes — a true crocodile country, 
mil mnd and mangrove, miasma and raosqultos, watery even during 
the driest weather, and in places sandy and sterile. Around the 
single station, "Inhomirim," the land bristles with the Phi-piri, 
or Brazilian papyrus,! tall and tufty as that of Sicilian Auapas, or 



* Vhes turinlia, "lit dour (or e:(cel- 
ham," ia nientioDiyl, the mderwill nuiler- 
iliBil tluil it ia tbe " vDod-mea] " (farioha 
•W pie), of the EaiiborbiiLceaiu "Muiihot 
ntiluDma " (not "Jstropha Muiibat "), 
tb> Utek or pcnionoiw manioc. TLe FreDch 
rfrlfrniit oaJl it Oumrts, hence our CuBsavii, 
<( CumiU. I will Dot describe the prepu- 
ntaoB, tliii ha* been iaae bj » centmy of 



+ [n tbe Kabofo HiMorico das Rstiailss 
4e F«ITD du Brsnl (par C. B. Otloni. Kio: 
TBUnnire, net) we are tdd Uut tbe 

■« on April 27, 1852; the 

.__. ID over the whole line in 

Mb«^ tSU; the ni!eB and ivgalaliotiH 



amngeil fur the Com]iaDf on December 23, 
1SS5, and the tntnl coet was 1,713: rfl4(] 21 
(£17-1,300), or 105 ; 683 $ UOO per kilo- 
melnt (£10,5118). 

J "Piri-piri ■■ resembles " jopyrm " in 
DouuJ, but the UkenesB in auperjictitl. Firi 
is the common ruah, ind piri-piri (nidi- 
rnsh) ui the kraegt species. The Tupy 
language delighta in the onomatopoetic or 
the "ding-dong," " how-itoii-," or " ag- 
mag," and like many other borbarauii 
tongues it eiprHsea aagmontation and 
magnitude bj redupliiation. Thus murf 
iiaBate; mnrfmurCa large fluU. &rivi 
a parToqaet ; u& ufc, conUaM^A Vi nxun., 
(hig pBiTOquet), a, nUKftv. K» lemM^ei^. 
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aa the pmduce of the W'hydah lagoon. It shovg tlie saltness of 
tie soil, and it has never yet made paper. The girding hills aw 
dull green with poor second gTowtli, fit only for hedges. On our 
left runs the " Estrella Iload," and here and there a few palms 
and plantains, or a tall myrtle, brown \v'ith breathing bad air, and 
clad in rags of grey TiUandsia moss, show that the squatter or 
settler is not fai' off. As we approach the maritime mountains 
there ore rich fields and clearings for cattle, all the work of tie 
hist two yeai-s, and made despite the deadly swamp-fevers. After 
eleven miles or moi'e, exactly 16'5 kilometres, we reach the Hoot 
of the Range. Here we strangers stare wonder-stricken at the 
colossal amphitlieatre of " Eastern Ghauts" that fronts us, with 
, filiaggy wall forested to its coping, with tremendous fljnng but- 
tresses shot forth from the main mass, and with slides of bare 
granite, famous Montagnes Busses for Titans at phty- How we 
are to get uj) is a mysterj-, till our courier, the indefatigable 
George F. Land, a Britisher withal, points fi'om tlie flat to a kind 
of gap on the right, the patli of a superficial toiTential drain 
which feeds the rivulet Inhomirim.* It is the key-stone of the 
gigantic inverted arch, tip which the achnirable road constmcted 
by Government painfully winds. 

Now opens Act No. 8 — the gem of the piece. Our well-packed 
oarriage is drawn by fom- mules ; thorough-bred horses could not 
stand such work. Up we go, blessing the projectors of thifl 
smooth, glitter-lined, and parapetted Macadiuii : f it is a Simple 
with prodipous windings ; the gi'adient ia 1 : 16. In places a 
man may address his friend in the third zigzag above or below 
him ; and a pedestrian who takes the old mule-track will reach 
the mountain crest before the coach, which gallops over nearly 
the whole new way. Up we go tmder giants of the vii-gin 
forest, tall luid slender as the race of man in these re^ons, 
all struggling with fierce energj-, like tlie victims of the Black 

V; M. Ocetling tbe trkk is found in Dioat of 
t£e atidcnt buigongiis. Uo ui[« Tvp^tnr 
(|iro «i)fnril(KOi) anil irop#upa, which ore 
doiililinga of ■up, niid uur modcra pA-i>n 
and lioa-boD. 

* Pilnrro makea Inhomiriin to lie a 
comiiitiou o( Anhuro-inirini, "ths littlo 
* ■ ■ '■ d Mfiwe, a poor Ungniat, degnuies 



ThB 8 

called {mm the port near iUi innuth, '' 

da BKtrella." and the bouts of bj-ganc 

I ji/i'e'/ VII it (.iBvuiln the monntuiiis ; 



Imront of the ligiag tiIIcj may be o 
Kidvrad its head waters. Same call it t. . 
" Fni£0«i Kirer ; " bat Pragocc (the I 
ragged) ia the name of an estate utmi I 
\\a baaka, still prsserveil b; the ungls I 
Huiall station two kilonwtres from the 8err« I 
foot. f 

_ + Hie traveUere of 1808—1818, men- 1 
tion the broad ' ' calfada, " or pared waj of 
Eatrella, hut it was daubtleaa a vei; n ' 
ori^nal of the nuxbm aditioii. 
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Hole, for life, wliich is siui and air, eaeli bearing the "sti'ange 
device Excelsior" {not Escelsius), and each forming when old 
a conservatory, a hortus, but not siccus, a botanical gai-den 
of air-planta and parasites — along perpendicukr cuttings of 
hard red clay based on blue gneiss, and mossed over witli 
delicate vegetation (the Germans here grumble that weeds 
{(row everywhere when grass will not) — below dank over- 
han^g bouldei-s, and past Troglodj-tic abodes, whose dripping 
approaches are curtained and fringed with a lovely pendent vege- 
tation of ribbon-lilte fern, the maiden-hair or "feather-leaf" 
(.'ontrasting with the gaunt brake, five feet tall.* Everywhere 
the soft rush and plash, and the silvery tinkle and murmur of 
foiling water, make music in our ears. Tliis beautiful abundance 
is ever present in the Sea-range of the Brazil, ever ready to 
quench the traveller's thirst. Up we go, gradually relieved from 
due atmospheric preasm-e, the air waxing thinner and more 
ereal, and a corresponding lightness of spirits developing 
elf. The white road glistens in the sun as if powdered with 
er, and fragments of crystallized qnartu suggest diamonds to 
Northern eye. At every turn there is a noble view of the 
irlands, and happily, in this rainiest of spota,t we have a fine 
ng. XTsually in the moi-nings, thick white vapours lie like 
t waters of a lake, or rise in smoky wreaths from spots where 
» foliage offers no mechanical obstruction. In the afternoon, 



■ A pal of tlie Druil, lociOlf calliid 
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cold moimtiim mists, dense aa chaiildron-fiunes, cling to the cliSft, 
oourse down the niiglity sides, seethe up from the deep shft^y 
clefts and valleys, nnd, swift as racers urged by the hollow- 
sounding wind, acud and wliirl over the dark and lowering 
hill-tops; you would tlunk it a foamy oeean rushing to flood 
the world. Again about sunset, when the southern bay lies in 
all its glory, the Serra is often drenched by a sharp pitiless 
rainfall. 

The noblest panorama is at the Alto da Sen-a, the Bummit of 
the Pass, some two thousand nine htmdred feet above sea-level," 
especially when a late shower has washed the air of mote, spore, 
and corpuscule. Here you stand, enchanted by the glories of the 
view. The picture is set in a monstrous '"invert," whose abut- 
ments are on the right or west a gigantic cone of naked granite : 
to the left is a mountain shoulder clothed with dense forest, and 
capped witli one of those curious knobs of bare rock,t gneiss, 
porphjTy, or greenstone, so common in tliis Sea- Range. Between 
them, seen almost in bird's-eye view, is Rio Bay, reduced to tiny 
proportions : it is best described by its distances, wlticb form 
a study for the perspectivist. The firet is tlie jagged and gashed 
slope of momitttin upon wliose crest we ai'e, with valleys and 
ravines hundreds of feet deep, and densely woodetl, as if fresh 
from the Flood. It falls shai'p and sudden upon the second, 
the Beiramar,^ or maritime plain, chequered with bright green 
patches of field and marsh, and studded with hills like mole- 
earth, tumulous in shape : the Railway, springing from the red 
and black station, extends its straight and angular lines over the 
surface, and abuts on the edge of the Bay. Possibly we see the 
train, with its long white plume of steam streaming and tossing in 
its wake — no unpicturesque object at this distance is the final 
destroyer of moribund feudalism. The thir<l is the silvery 
surface of placid inland sea, broken by the dark length of 



• I JiJ not meMiire it. St. HiL 11, 
i. II, asBigns to tLe Fua in Ilie Sum Q]) 
which lie traselled an altitu.le of 10B9-65 
m(itres = 3607 feet. He makee Fetropolis 
73281) iDOtreo = 240S tevt above aea, level. 
At liu been before shown, Captain Bulhoes 
given a lesser height to the Fwv, owl u 
greater altitada ta PetnipoUs. 

t Thii ii the "CabettLile FraJe " before 
alluded to. Throughout the Bnuil it is 
tie jK^aUr oAiue for Uesc naked knobi, 



and it ilouHlesa itatoi from the day* when 
the bare-footed ihavetiaga were giants in 
the land. There are also several " Eioi do 
Frade," in which FranclBcui and other 
misaiooarieB have been drowne<l. 

t AIbo eslled Serrti Bnivt, o(^K»ed lo 
Sern Aciina, the HighloaiU of the BiaaL 
The word corroaponda with the JuGan 
Maramma, the flute along the Meditem- 
nean from Leghorn lo AmalfL 



f 
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I ■ I vernor's Island, still frniiting bright Paqueta. botli the centi'es 
: ^uuiller satellite foiiuations. Bat-ks this basin the white mass 
■ t-'ity, sitting near the waves, with shipping that dots the shore- 
in-: above it, beginning w-ith tlie "little turn to the left" into the 
i.i.stj- Atlantic, are all the well-known features of the majestic 
Mock, the Siigadoaf bending backwards from the Morro da 
Cruz ; the fantastic Corcovado, here like a parrot's beak ; the 
Ga«d Cube, even nt tliis distance quaint and strange, and 
the lumpy dome of Babilonia's rock ; whilst the Tijuca Peak, 
apparently double and bifid, towers with cloudless outhue, deep 
blue upon a sky-blue ground. And to the right tliere is stiU a. 
fifth distance, beautiful and mysterious, where filmy highland 
blends with the lower heavens. 

This is beautiful — a delight, an enchantment ! But there is 
iiij anorexia here, and certain materialisms, apjjetite for instance, 
lire becoming impudent. A cold wind rushes through the Pass, 
iiiid the thermometer has fallen from 72° (F.) to 62° — sljivemg 
['uint in llie Tropics. We shoot the Barreira da Serra, the much 
misplaced toll-gate, loudly calling for a writ "de essendo quietum 
lie Theolomo," and the station of Villa Theresa. Then through 
liie southern quarter of Petropolis, the " Ueberi>falz" of the 
( ierman colonists, the northern town being their " Lower Pala- 
tinate." We leave llaurin Valley to the right, and descending 
rapidly, we find om-selves, after a last stage of ten miles,* 
■omfortably housed in the "Hotel Inglcz," kept by Mr. and 
iirs. Morritt. 

Here the curtain falls upon a pleasant scene, composed mainly 
a dining-room and a bed-room. 

pight miles to the aiiiuniit of the i-ange— ILe oM road beipg tlirec — and 



CHAPTER II. 



AT PETROPOLIS, 



Aqui pclo contriirio poz Xaturn 

For BrasoSa da primeini ELrchil«ctum. 

Volmnes colossaes, corpoe enormes, 

Cf lindros de granite deioinifcirme^. 

MftssaB, que aio ergnerem nunca humaaoi! 

Mil bra90s & gastar. g'aslar mil anaos. 

I HA^'E given (I few pages to tlus Cocknej' trip, tliis Brazilian 
[■ run down from London to Bielimond. My object is partly thai 
' the thouaanda who well know tlie wny may thus be able to test 
1 the accuracy of iny descriptious. Books of travel, it may be 
I remarked, depend for permanent character upon the opinion of 
" experts," — that is to say, of those who live, or who have lived, 
' amongat the scenes depicted. There is a well-known work, 
much read in England, but called in Egypt the " Bomance of 
' tlie Nile ; " despite many editions, it is dj-ing the death. 

Moreover, as hijitcd in the last Chapter, vacation and other 

[ tourists will not long neglect the "Enipii-e of the Southern 

Cross." The beauties of yesterday and to-morrow may be 

reached within tlu'ee weeks of tranquil and varied voyage 

&om Lisbon ; and he who Itas coached from liio de Janeiro to 

L Juiz de Fora will have seen Nature in equatorial -Yfrica and in 

L the lowlands of Hindostan. Some day the public will unlearn 

I the " fact " that yellow fever is endemic in tlie Brazil,* and will 



* tt is juuUy the fniill of Brsziliiui 
Kuthora that tliLi evil rejiart hai bwomo 
chronic in Europe. Tiiiis in the "Com- 
psndio Blemsntar "' of Sr. TlioniAi Pompto 
d« Bonis Braiil (4tli edit. Bio : L*cmnicrt, 
ISel, p. 473), va read of the dimnte of 
^0 Janeiro, ' ' & pouco salnbre, prindpal- 
numte dclwia da iDvOBito da febre un&rella, 
que alii ficon endtmica." The little to- 
liune pabliahed by the Beligious Tnu^t 
Bode^ in J860 mu ju prcmatiire in de- 



cUring tliat yellow fever in the Brsail i< u 
■liiding guest. The disease between 18S0 
anil 186] api>carad apon the coaat with- 
out extending to the lughlandi, and tlmi 
vanished suddeuir on it came. It ia ro- 
gnjtlabta to see anch ntatementt in popular 
Looka intended to "diffuse knovledgak" 
tkud to think of the fate of the haplMB 
scholar who, before ho can I-kud anjtbinf^ 
ia eompcllcd to go throngh a triple proetn 
—to leani, to nateam, to relearn. - j 
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tDAsU-r tlie ti'ulL tliul htr climate, duly consitleriitg Uiat it is 
tU&tiDCtly tropicftl, is one of the healthiest in tlie world. 

The reaaou which led me carefully to sketch the excursion 
from the metropolis to Peti-opolis, dispenses me witli describing 
the latter. Yet, iu tliis its hoiu" of estreniest need, when the 
D. Pedro II. Railway is threatening to anniliiliite the poaches 
bj* abstracting tlie passengers, and to shut up the Mau£ line by 
vitbdj-aning its suit and cofiee ; and when even JIi-. Morritt, 
who, in 1841, boi-sed the last mail to Manchester, threatens to 
clos« bia hotel and to give up liia labours, commenced ui 1853, 
Pctropolis mnst have a few lines of praise from me," 

It is no small matter to find witliin five Jiours of liio de 
■laneiro a spot where appetite is Em-opean, where exercise may be 
taken freely, and where you enjoy the luxiu'y of sitting in a diy 
aidn. No place can be better fitted for the Pedro Segundo College, 
which is now in the heait of the city, and the country to the 
met is invaluable as a sanitarium. Petiopolis was left unscathed 
by the yeUow fever of 1849— 61, t and by the cholera of 1856. 
It abounds in mineral springs, especially the ferruginous ; and in 
■Ui- " JMunicipfthty of the Court," the Columbia of the Brazil, 
iiiny of both sexes suffer from gastric derangement, and want 
I ' Bismarck" — blood and iron. Surely His Imperial Majesty 
ill not abandon this St. Cloud, this city of his own creation, 
In' "small, miserable village of Corrego Secco" — "Dry Stream 
litd " — converted by liim into a court and cascine. 

Petropolis — or rathei, the " City of S. Pedro de Alcantara " — 
nuiy be said to date from 1844. She is a child, but old enough 
for n municipal chamber and aldermen, poUce authorities, and 
all the other material of self-rule or misnUe. Tliis lust for city- 
thip, a pai't of " fonctionmanie," is prevalent in the Brazil as in 
tlie United States. Mr. Bayard Taylor terms it a " vulgai-, 
-Tiubbish custom." I presume Uiat boys everywhere long to 
-lied then' jackets, and that few men despise a "fat appointment." 
See her on a bright, cleai' day, and j-ou will find her a " coolness 
til the eye." Down the main thoroughfares, " Emperor Street " 

* TbuaitisUiiklmlSH?, thou^li llicroiul 
hu bctu paying Mculy dividoails of about 
t.1t jcr caik, ibe v&lae of the Btwk han 
Dirt ini[TinvF!il above ijuatnlioti of 4B| por 
nsl. .iKwount. (JLanuuI Report of Mr. 
nnii7 Kithan.1 

■t 11/ nuthoritj is a aliart n'jiort upon 



>-cllow four by Dr, Croker Peiinell, Rio, 
18S0. Yellow fiTer in the Braril nppn- 
renll]' does not rise bigb : the i^it; of Hia 
Paulo, %iao 21100— 2i00 feet above the ma- 
levet, neaped the pU^c. In Vouetaata, 
1 am liifcl, the fcvor \inn cWenAs \n waiVj 
il^iilfle Ihnt ttltUu<l<}. 
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tiiid "Empress Street," pour Lubbliiig, clesir brown, gravel 
floored streams, the PiiibnnbR* nnd ita feeding runnels, pure 
than those of Salt Ltike City. Encased in lively fji'een grasi 
they are crossed by black and scarlet bridges, and they will 1 
shaded with velvety stapelias, feathery Brazilian cedtti8,t ani 
([uaint Barrigudos, the pot-bellied, spindle-like bombox. We n 
now in the land wliich produces the pine tree and palm, a mor^ 
poetical and picturesque combination than the orange uni 
nijTtle, which here also are at home. Detached houses, villai 
and kiosks, chalets and cottages, extend tlieuiselves, form line! 
and fine off, giving to the place on paper tlie look of a gigantn 
crab, whose centre is where the Piabanha proper begins. Poly- 
chrome is the taste, and it is good- — always excepting whif« 
pilasters upon dark chocolate gi'ound. Many roofs are painted 
red — the Briton mutters " pigs' blood ;" but the tint lights up, 
like the eye of a snake, tlie cool dark veitlui-e of the hanging 
forest. In tlje flowery season the gardens are gorgeous ; thera 
are country walks in all rhumbs, and you can find a solitudt 
within five minutes of your door. The naval officer who com- 
plained of Petropolis because he had always to look upwards^ 
could easily have discovered points from which to look down 
upon wonderful glimpses and prospects of blue-green back« 
ground. Nor is it a hardship to gaze upon mountain sides and 
peaks so ununifonn in shape ; here with the virgin forest f 
in profile from a partial cleanng, tliere deep with gathei'ed 
shade, twined and corded, throttled and festooned willi all ita 
llianas, tufted with wonderful epidendra and air-plants, bearded 
with gigantic mosses of gi-otesquest shape,; and rich in every 
vegetable form from the orchid to the cai'damom, from tlie simple 
bamboo and palm to the complicated mimosa, from the deUcata 
little leaves of the myrtle to the monstrous aroids and thtf 
quaint stiff cecropias or candelabra trees. 



* It lierircs ita nuniE trnia n Bmall 
frcoli-iratcr fwh. Mr. Wii1»h haa Damed 
it " Piftbundit, " 1 have bcva ouiful in 
uwertsiniDg the mnuiingB of iDdigenout 
■words which era long will he forgotten 
thronghoat tbo linuiil. 

f Cedretlk odonU, n liiie Kentcl tim- 
ber, The mporBtitiuuii in the Bnuil will 
cut il but wiU not bnni this wood, which 
mppligd the "True CroBB." The tremhling 
mnjile onCB enjijcd the mime repututinD iu 



t Ciillcd in the Bnuil Bm-bB etc Fiu. Tfas 
]>eap1e here i^oro the nn of thie ei>i|ih;te, 
which miihes excoUcQt girths, surciaglea, 
uid biuidn thnt riM)aira cluljcitj and 
Birength. On the other ham) its astrin- 
gent proportiea are sell known, l^t^eT A 
ixinc-dislooating ride, or a heavy full with 
n miile, the sufTerer is put into a hot bath, 
ia which the mwe hu hem biriled, and ha 
soon feels the benefit of the " buning- 
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Xor is the population of Petropolis less pleasing than the 

scenery. We are not in the " Helvetie Meridionale," but in a 

tropical Ems, where the valleys are thals, the rills are backs, 

and the hills are gebirge ; where white-headed boys shout at us, 

and open-faced women smile at us, and where the broad accent 

of the Fatherland falls witli agi*eeable reminiscences upon our 

ears. Compared with the formality, not to say the primness, 

and at times the moodiness, of the Luso-Latin race, these bees 

of the northern hive appear peculiarly genial, and my friend 

Mr. Theodore de Bunsen justifies me in asserting that as a rule 

the Creole Germans are here an improvement upon the Teuton 

at home. 
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CHAPTER III. 

FBOM PETHOPOLia TO JUIZ DB FORA. 

" Au milieu d'une des veiIIccs his plus ocoident^ du globe, veritable valine Aliun^ 
una route magnifiqiio, aux pentes doaoes et rfstdi^res, comme il en exii 
peiuB encore dans I'Earope nfiina, CEuvte gignntesque par lea immt 
travBUi d'ort qn'elle a oocarion^ et qui fait homiear an Brusil, unit P 
polia, ou mieux Rio do Janeiro, H Juiz do F6ra." — J/. LUiU. 

TiiE (lurk of Other days, when the difficultiea of Brazilitui travel 
were to be drendecl, used to spend half a week on mule-bod 
between Petropolis and Juiz de Fora. The distance is 91^ miles, 
or, more coiTectly speaking, 146"8 kilometres. "We shall see tlu 
end of it in nine hom-a, halts not included. It may be divided 
into thi'ee seirtions — forty miles of descent, twenty-one of 
riverine valley, and thirty of ascent. 
— We were six in the jaunting car, Major Newdigate and hs 
brother, "on the rampage," from Canada; a personage whom 
shall call Mr. L'pool; and our host, Mr. Mon-itt. I never saw so 
good-tempered a. man as the latter ; it was admirable to mark Ui« 
unflinching patience with which he stood the galling fire of inter 
rogation from four pereons anned with four several note-book^ 
and each asking simultaneously his or her own question, yfi 
called liim the " Angel Morritt." 

At G A.M. on Saturday, June IG, 18G7, the top-heavy ma2 
carrying seventeen passcTigers, and twenty-eight mail bags, 
weight of tlu'ee tons, left the Hotel Inglez, and rerived mai 
coaching recollections. It ivas purely English, rigged out d 
Br^Bilienne. The panel was inscribed "Celeridade," instead 
bearing Her Majesty's arms. The country bumpkins were alaveV 
of both sexes, whose Gai-ibaldian shirts sliowcd tliat they were ia 
process of sale. The guai-d mounted a glazed and japanned ha 
coacliey was a stout yoimg German, and tlic team was composed 
£iur£ery little mules. It is a spectacle to see their rearing ai 
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t and wlien the ostler casts off, their ftantio rush and 
t tJio collar, especially in the cool of a Petropolis morn- 

IjUI right" is tlien ft temporaiy "all wrong." On the 
md, no passenger can (inote the old growl — 



^wled in om- char-a-hanc thi-ough the city of D. Pedro, 
be volley of the Piabanha, over the noble road known as 
^Ao e Industria. The old highway to Minns Geraes, de- 
tfcy tmvellers, and still traced upon our uinpa, lies far 
|o the right. It is niaiked by lai'ge deserted houses, and 
{fi hedges of tlie nrtichoke-ahaped Pita,' cm-ious in ita 
t production of a long, hardy life. As early as 
iner passed over ten leaguoa of rolling road, intended 
b the Capital of ^linas with that of the Empire ; and 
ciai Assembly at Oiu'o Preto raised by law upwards 
, to be recovered by tolls. The new line, whose 
mess of execution is admii-able, was laid out by the snper- 
., Capt. Jose Maria de Oliveh-a Eulhoea, of the Imperial 
kn, and liis aides, Messrs. Flageollot and Vigouroux, ns- 
gt the two Kellers, father and son.t I saw, without aur- 
kthe virgin forest, French road-rollers, civilized appliances 
ptd not reached London by May, 1865, when the hoofs of 
[grses, and the costliest wheels from Long Acre, still did 
5r work, t 

teun was changed at tlio " Fann of Padre Cori-ea," situated 
K surrounded by low hills. It is mentioned with gratitude 
» traveller. § Tlie good fanner-priest, ao celebrated for 



i KOoricMU, ar ftrtiibt, alnn 
t tad bayonet iiLint, from iu 
W-anned leavca. Ita Gliro is 
ud the nbnst RD^-er-Rtalk, 
_~i, anpiilioB IhB best of raior 
rf^oorka for tha inicct-pinfcing 
ia ia the part pniiierly called 
i popaUrly trumfcrrod Ui Iho 



ne; in Bnuil, p. 63) >]>«tks of " French 
eoginecra," lint omite the name ot C»pl«in 
BulhSca, which appeara in oroty inscrip- 
tion, Thtu foreigaors in tbo Bnuil oflan 
claini And nuuuigo to carry off the honoois 
due to (lie natives. 

t In April, ISaS, rnwf locomotlrea irero 
triod upon ^ias TOoA -with sntirs anoawi : 
stciun Dmnibusca for pwasn^r tr3<Br\ and 
traction engines for heavy goods, are to lie 
inCroduccil in lien of mnlca. 

i John Mnwa (ISUB) apeaka at Tiutro 
Curreo, his ncgroiw, hia forgw, mil hia lioa- 
IHtality. Loceock (1S17) (Wrihcii Puclro 
CoiToiu, hia nianriOD-houBe and hit ajnbition. 
8fe ffiMrt (1819), IMMwj>> I,\!M1'^. 
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liis peaches, has long been dead, and the house, which formerly 
received royalty, now lodges the company's live stock. Now the 
aspect of the road waxes moUej-. There are muJe troops (tropas), 
divided, as usual, into lota of seven or more, each " lote" being 
attended by its own " tocador," or driver. These ships of the 
luxnrinut S. American desert are freighted with salt and sundiies, 
forming the provincial imports, and they bring from the interior 
coffee and cotton, raw and worked. The bnites are our " black 
beasts;" they u-ill stop and turn to lis their stems, and lash out 
fiercely, and huddle together, and dash down the middle of the 
road, as if determined to npset us. The "cachoiTo brabo,"* or 
fierce dog, here an "institootion," flies at ua from every turn. The 
four-wheeled carts are palpably German, verj- unlike the Brazilian 
"plaustra," which have descended unaltered through modem 
Portugal from ancient Rome. Pigs meet us in droves : as usual 
in the Empire, they are i'ut and well-bred, especially the short- 
legged and big-barrel'd " box-pig."t Some of the goats, with dun 
golden coats and long black beards and points, remind me of 
Africa. The sheep are fai- from being Merinos ; lean, ragged, 
and ram-homed, they justify the popular prejudice against mut- 
ton. I Black cattle are painful spectacles, scarred and eaten by 
the white grub of the local Tzetze. g The day is coming when lbs 



Oanlner (1841), have not forgotten liini, 
and the Ber. Mr. VFaleh US29) »» part 
oE tho Imptruil fuioily Ht the CBtabUab- 



■ "Bravo" — wild, audi 
aonoiw" — applied to fruits and plants, is 
genenill J prononnced "hrabo." Henra onr 
matiiated word " firab," or wild dnto 
tree. This is a legacy h-omths "OallEgo," 
who calls Vinho Terdi "Binho Bordc," nc 
with ui high hill£ become "'igh 'ills." The 
peculiaritf is of old dftte, w Scaliger sIiok'b, 
"Hand temere andqnas mntat Vneconia 

Cui nihil eat aljud ' rivcrc ' qii-iai 

+ Porco Canaatra, a term derived from 
"tatn Conaatm," the armadillo of that 
shape. It difTera from tho Cme Tatn (the 
bhick tatou of A»ua, EgBsis, tome 3, 175), 
and from the tatn-peba, or Qat latu. 

"Mutton was, and still is," myt 

, " in small request among 

tlie pooplo of Bnuil, some of whom allege, 

perl»ie jcatingly, that it is not proper food 

ffAr C^tiaUDt, bemtm it tru tlie Lomb of 




God n'hich took away the ana «i 

world." St. Hii. (in. i. *i, aas) 

doubt upon the asBcrtion, and dechuca that 
mutton is poor food in the hot parte of thtt 
Braiil. Mr. Walsh (ii. I>4) confmu Oti 
HEsertion that there ie a papular prejndiw 
Against mutton, and so we may remem' 
there is in Naples. The objectdcm ia i 
mentioned by John Mawe (i ch^. S, : 
especinlly in chap. 7. ) 

My second Tolums will proxe that in 
part of the Brazil, at least, mutton is ] 
ferred to beef, and is held to be the nMi 
food of man ; also, that the meat is ei 
leatf not only in tbe highland prairua so 
well-fittfid for wool growing, hut upon 
hot banks of the ^o de 8Sj> Prancisco. 

As a rule, throughout the Empire, hnw^ 
ever, food prejudices are uncommontf 
strong, and the art of Soycr ' 
weak. 

S It is calleil "Bemo." The wofd i» 
generally explained as a cairupUan ( 
Vonne (worm), but 1 believe it to bs nl! 
Gnaiany origin. The worm is monti(in«A' 
by Ataia, who bcliovea that it pcnMnM 
the akio. Prince Mas (i. ""■ 
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fine beef of Sao Paulo aiid Parand will supplant, at Rio de Janeiro, 
the over-driveu, under-fed, and worm-blown meat which now 
scantily supplies her monopolised butclieries. 

At the stations we find the usual varieties of tlie Giillinaceai. 
There are a few Guinea fowls, sometimes pure white albinos. 
They are rarely eaten, not because they are bad, but because they 
prefer nu ant diet. Pigeons multiply : here, as in Kussia, they 
are a " holy emblem." The goose is a bird to be looked at, and 
is generally ns safe fi-om the Brazilian, who believes that the main 
iif its diet is snakes, as from the ancient Briton. Unless fattened 
it is dry and tasteless as the tiu'key, perhaps the worst of all 
uAaiile in the Empire. The best are the ducks, especially the 
>i-'nng "Muscovies" or "Manillas" (Anas Moschata, Canard de 
iiitrbarie, indigenous in the Brazil). There is another variety 
uf almost anserine proportions, and these ai'e often half wild, 
flying away from and returning to their homes. Of poultry 
proper there are the common breed, the knicker-bocker'd Cochin 
China, here not " A 1 for the table;" tlie " Pampa" or piebald, 
prettily marked with black on a white ground; the "Nanico," a 
liert, pretty bautam ; tlie Gallinha napcva, a short-legged or 
"dumpie";" the "Sura," a tail-less vai'iety — nothing to do with 
M. de Sora; the "Tupetuda" or "Cacarutada"; the "Polish" or 
'"pollish," so called from its top-knot; and the Arripiado or 
frizzly chicken of the United States, used iu .\frican superstitions. 
The latter, when gaitered down the legs (emboabaa or sapateiras), 
is an excellent layer of eggs. The tall thiii bird, with a peculiar 
sereaming and prolonged crow, which travellers have converted 
mto a singing cock (musico), and which the superstitious believe 
to be a descendant from the bird which warned St, Peter, 
Btartles the stranger's enr.f There nre also fowls with dark 
bones, which the people sell cheap, holding them as tlie Somal 
do hU volatiles, to be semi-vulturiuc. AVe esi>ecially remark the 
gfiHin&ceous hermaphrodites, hens with spurs, and the haughty 



.'ilita lliix. MuDj' tales urc toM of aegroeB 
-ing their Uvea in coiuiaqueniM of tlie 
. .ill \tiane deposited iu the nose and other 
liu^a : if aqueeied io deatli uiil not nx- 
\, K tOKS, oi «>un«, produce EsriouE 
Tha twunl trentaent Is hy mcr- 



HDil I triud to lirinf; homo cageil tpccim«Dii 
hnb thej all died en route. 

f The people toy that this ariwB (rOM 
" eago," not the pip, bnt * thickening of 
the membnoies of the tliroat. Jehn Mawo 
tells iLi that in his <lay tlie Urd wss greatly 
valued when its voice wo« fine. The aoimd 
alw.i^ Hppeored tome "eroupy." 
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look of the cock. One of the most interesting, and by far the 
ngliest, is the Gallinlia mesticia, or da India, a laiik, ragged bird, 
with yellow shanks and a dark bottle-green plmne turned up witi 
red ; the crimson neck and breast are nude of feathers natm-ally, 
but appearing as if plucked. A specimen of this bird ia kept in 
the poultry-yard, as the hog in the Persian stable, to maintain 
health by attracting all the sickness. Hen-wives, and husbands 
afflicted witli the hen fever, may learn that in the Brazil those 
neutrals, tlie capons, iire remarkable as drj'-nurses, tending 
chickens with a parent's care. And the much-talked- of 
the agami or ogami of the Amazonian basin, described as beaH 
ing the relation to poultry which a shepherd's dog bears to 
sheep, and locally called " Juiz de Pa;;." Juge de Paix is, so hi 
from being a feathtrcd Quaker, and despite hia "pretty loolof 
and ways," the most turbulent and pugiiacioua of his family. 

I reserve for a future book my observations upon the acclimati* 
zation of the magnificent Gallinacere of tlie Brazil. Europe 
borrowed but one bu-d from the New World. Remain the cu- 
rasaoa (Hocco or Mutuin, Crax Alector) ; the many species 
Jacu (Penelope), more gamey in flavour than our pheasaut ; tb^ 
Nambu or Inamba (Tinaraus) ; the Capoeira (Perdix guianensil 
or dentata) and many others. 

Many roadside tenements appear to be, but are i 
the inmates ai-e "cutting tie-tie,"" as the local slang is; theyhav* 
fled during the day from conscription into the bush.t The third 
stage from Pedro do Rio to Posse (Possession), 1 becomes intei 
resting. The broadening River ViUley affords a vista of the noil 
respectable ■ Piahanlia, no longer a, rowdy mountain torrenti 
Gigantic slides of forest- crowned granitic rock, bare-sided and 
smooth- sloped, except where pitted with weather-holes and tufted 
with Tillandsias and Eroiaelias, which seem capable of growinj 
upon a tea-table, rise sheer in the brilliant blue-pink air of moni; 
ing. The climate is a notable improvement upon that of Petror 



" ISwiido CipS. This wonl, ; 
written 3ipfi, and errnneooslj Cip6 (the til 
or ceiiiUc not being requirBil), menus in 
Tup;- K root : Cip6 im, for inKbuii.-n, u 
OiA cUmtiing BatsAjianUa. In tlia Ihiuil 
''■ is winiTsJent to tiie Fortugueiia "tre- 
tdor" (climber), to our "lliuu," and to 
■"B An^o-negro "tie-tie." The beat for 
rmjielsfaid to l« the Cij.6 cururu i 

W c/l'lliNTSHHfl vht" 



nidiecL 



1 1 wonld remind my r^oderB, thai dviAt 
the Crimean irar, vhen a consoriptioo *ti 
talked of, it waa decliireil that tha pr 
tioD of certain works in Derbraliiie 
"flee to the minis, and lead b nrt 
Bobin Hood lite under gn 

t Quanta da Poess — thedaardnt 
FosaMBion — waa &n old i 




^tau. 111.] FROM I'ETltOI'OLIS TO JUIZ DE FOKA. 30 

IKiUs ; there tlie warm damp sea breeze condeu&ed by the cold 
monntam tops, lireuclies tlie Serra, and "tips over" into tlie 
settlement ; here it is glorioua summer, wiUi the winter of dis- 
conteut a few miles to the south. Coffee begins to appear, but in 
lowly guise, stunted and sickly; the 8oiI i.s mean, and the shrub is 
too closely planted. "Cleai' sowing" would make the half better 
tiian the whole ; moreover, field hands are wouting, the soil is 
rarely " beneficetl,"* and tlie sm-face cihowa a cai'j»et of weeds. 

Posse is a place of some importance, which collects the rich 
produce of the districts about the Porto Novo da Cunlia to the 
east. After Luiz Gomez, the sixth station, the laud wants 
uiithing hut rotation of crops ; and the cotton cme would heal all 
its present ills. From the roadside under the grassy humus of 
the River Valley, Professor Agassiz found " diift " in immediate 
contact with the floor of crystalline rock, and he obsen'cd that 
where it hes thickest, there the coffee flourishes most. It deter- 
mines, he says, the fertihty of the soil on account of the great 
variety of chemical elements contained in it, and tlie kneading 
process which it has undergone under the gigantic ice plough. 
J'he glacial tlieory has inserted its thin edge into the Brazil ; tlie 
student, however, is puzzled to account for the absence of those 
grooves and striie which in other lands show the gravitating 
action of the ice fields. Nor has any satisfactory explanation 
been given ; the sun and rains of tlie tropics can hardly effect 
wliat the frosts aud tlte suddeu climatic changes of tlie temperates 
Imva failed to effect, t 

The Piabanlia now flows between heights of the blackest vii'gin 
■'■rest; and the dark lush verdure, coutrasting -witli the grey- 
■llow or pale-green of the poorer lauds, shows its wealth. In the 
uitings we find a paste of red clay I deeply tinged with oxide of 
uin, proceeding from the mica aud based upon whitish grey 
(gneiss. The banks are a double line of uoble growth, the 

linil JecUntiiia of tho Idlla. I Am n»ue 
hnw preposterouB it immt !« aappcme Umt 
thD KLniB mDTeiDentB ut ice wMi^b lu*« 
nj^ified tlio nurtat^e o[ I^diI in notth^n 
countrioi, can liava Uk«n plucc here nndir 
tho Binator ; hat I think it pnly propot to 
reh>to«hat laaw with nij-iiwnByiM." ThJa 
testimony is the more TiiJuitbl« aa the nuthor 
seetna not lo eee its iini>art or ita impor- 



* BcvGciaila. Improvements made hy 
> tnuuit »re ollad ' ' bemfeiloruta, " 

tUr nc«Uent friend, Du Chuillii (2ml 
Bi|L , chap. ) 6), found those motlu disUiii>t1y 
dunrn apcm tocks doao to tlio Kquator : 
" Whilit I un on tho auljject of tmiildon 
%tu\ lafftt of ghwien, I may u hbU montion 
XWtt, wiiMi oTontig tho hillf ooiintry from 
Viaadji to Aihira-land, my Mtention wu 
dnkwn to diitisct trace) of grooves on the 
ytirface at mvmaI of Iho Mocha of e">oite 



t Birro rormulho, of deep colour, lilu 
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*' vestimenta " or clothing by which the Brnziliiin farmer judges 
.the soil. In places the precipices are so thickly covered with 
timber and undergrowth, tliat the river dashes nnseeu down its 
bed. Worth n million of money if within excursion trains 
of London or Piiris is the bamboo-copse.* The cane appears 
in cones and live columns that invest the trees, in piled up 
featherj' heaps, in serpentines and arches, in the most fantastic 
figures, and in those gracefid waving curves upon which the eye 
delights to dwell. There is an immense vai-iety, from the thorny 
large-leaved pinnated and thick-stemmed " Taquanissu," fifty to 
sixty feet long, to the tufty and lanceolate Criciuina, which cuts 
like the sugai-cane, whilst other species bend over the road, 
tapering in the semblance of a fishing-rod. Thvi'si of climbing 
plants, clinging to the dead ti'unJis, suggest cypresses. The Cip6 
matador, or murderer Uiana, is our old friend the " Scotchman 
Btrangling the Creole " on the Isthmus of Panama, and the 
"Parricide tree" of Cuba. Often thick as its victim, this vege- 
table vampire sometimes rises from the neck -compressing coil 
and stands up like a hghtning conductor, t "IJu'ds of the 
gaudiest plume vie with the splendid efflorescence of the forests 
which they inhabit;" especially the large-beaked black and 
orange-throated Rlmmphastus (discoloi-ns), of the exclusively 
American faniilj-. From the densest brake we hear his Tucano ! 
Tucano ! but we camiot, like the travellers of 1821, convert him 
into a stew. lieing eagerly hunted, tliese beauties are verj' timid, 
and perch on the tallest rocks and trees ; for two years I hare 
vainly nttempte<l to rob theii- nests in order to observe whether 
the colossal bill is or is not found within Ute egg. They are 
easily tamed, they make excellent pets, and with their "Lord 
Hood's noses," they ai'e comical as coiu-t fools. 

Presently our old friend the Piahanha sweeps away to the right 
and we part for ever. It falls into the Parahyba do SulJ river at 



' Locally calloil Tiiqiita, or Tucoira. ami 
in the dictianaiy, Tacfiara iBunbuBH To- 
goats, M>xt). Anathcr tndikn aame ia 
Tallica. TbeTnqu&nirallii<i>omctiinGafDr(}- 
fmt high, imd thick an n nuin'a arm ; tho 
bmochei ore armed with shnrt, thick thonu, 
and the Botocudos, like the Uindim of Molu- 
bar, made resseli uf it,t!iB ioinl-sejjt fonn- 
iug the battom. I have Keen lii-aiiliaUB 
canrtDg long tegiDcnlfl bj waj- of coateeD. 
Whan jouBg, (Am large reed contuDi a 



supply bi B«eet wat«r, often useful to 
tmvellere. I^e siliiKoiiE enerior neom- 
iDGDded the bamlioD for ajruw tips, and 
the aara^^ we are told, luade oE it their 

+ St Hil. HI. i. 30, Bnl*».-i. 50, well 
dcBCiihea this parasitic fig, which he calU- 
the "Sipt matador, ur the munlcrer liana." 

t Farahybo, ciUleil du Sul, to distjneoish 
it from the atnuiDi that waten the nortl—' 
provinca af that ilk, ia usiuJly exphu '' 
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9 Barros, tlie three sister waters reminding ns of " Nore, and 

V and Barrow ;" the Paraliybima, with which we are to make 

■cqnaintanee, is the northernmost of tlie trio. Runuing along 

the flat valley we sight the Parahyha without feai-ing its register 

or cufitoni-hoiise ; * tliis place was tenible to strangers smuggling 

LdiAinonds and gold dust, and it has consigned many an un- 

Rbrtunate to life-long imprisonment or to Angolan exile. The 

KiTer which I have seen so small near Sao Faulo, is here hroad as 

Hne Thames at Battersen, and so stately a king of tiie valley that 

WB, can hardly claim acquaintance with him. "Engineer's art" 

pSk imrely artistic, but the Birmingham -built bridge, with 320 tons 

of iron and latticed girders painted red, put together by Mr. 

O'Kell, is an effective adjunct to the scenery; its vermilion sets 

oft tlie deep luxm-iant verdure, as the fisherman's cap becomes 

the glaucous waves. This fine bridge, and another at Parahyba 

do Sul, the city, which cost 800 contos, will be thi'own out of 

emploiTnent, and three others have been built for tlie use of the 

D. Pe<lro II. Kailway. Thus it is the money goes; and thus 

one river has tliree bridges, whilst half-a-dozen others have not 



■ At ll'SO A.M., after four hom-s of actual trnvelUug, we 
iched Entre Ilios, " Betwixt the Rivers, "t the half-way house, 
sre a breakfast — and a bad breakfast too — awaited the pas- 
A\T]il8t the "feijao" was being served up, I inspected 
; foundations of a railway station wliich will put to shame 
^the hovels answering to that name on the majority of the Anglo- 
Brazilian railways : these remind me of the venerable remnants 
uf Stephenson's Hue, tlie "Liverpool and Manchester," which 
still linger for instance at Newton Bridge. A few months after 
Vmir visit, the railway was opened to Entre Rios, thus cutting 
Vfeexoss the fine macadamized road. And worse still, the I). 



nteui oppasej lo — "Calu," go&l ; heaeo 
Souihty's "Ignatu, or the goud wiLter," 
khanld be Ycatu. the lnw) river < Pus, riTer, 
Hd Afbtt, bad). Olhen iD&ke It » cor- 
-' of Plnhj-ln, wkiuii wodIJ tw ••Bad 
■r." Othendeduun it fniiu Pint uirj 
Ifaci BAj nr Bcsly diwiue— leiirruy. 
*oiild lie an *;(oellent 
It in one of the most 
duiBerotu Btreaioii in the Bruil. Many of 
Ihow »T)rking on the railwiy lout their 
iiTeaia it. A descriiilioa of ita couracanil 
v.... bj tbe EagliaL in iliiys 



nov forgotten, belong to the province a! 32o 
Fsulo. 

Genenlly it ia lupposeJ in the Tupi or 
Lingoa Oeml that Faii mosaa B river— 
Parnnli, the tea. If there he any Jiatini:- 
tinn between the vonls, the ruversa is the 



• Frniierlj 
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[ Pedro II. i»rop()sea to run down the Parahyba River some tltirty- 
eiglit miles to Poi-to Novo da Cimha. A glance at tfae-wap will 
' prove to the veriest tyi'o that tlie railway should be driven 
I du-ectly northwards to the head waters of the great Rio de Sao 
Francisco. But as usual the line is a party and a political 
question. "Why not then trim — make the main trunk go north, 
imd tile branch eastward ? 

Entre Rios* declines to 610 feet above the sea-level ; the air is 

ibad, hot and damp, breeding fevers like grubs ; the water is worae. 
A hotel, therefore, will kill as well as keep the keeper. Here- 
abouts the once luxmiant valley is " cleaned out " for coffee, and 
must bo treated with cotton and the plough. The sluice-like 
rains following the annual fires have swept away the carboni- 
ferous humus from the cleared round bill-tops into the narrow 
swampy bottoms, wliiuh ai-e too cold for cultivation ; every stream 
is a sewer of liquid manure, coursing to the Atlantic, and tlie 
Buperficial soil is that of a brickfield. Here too the land suffers 
from two especial curses, — the large proprietor, and from the 
Bgricultural system bequeathed by the aborigines, or from Inner 
Africa, and perpetuated by the slovenly methods of cultiu-e every- 
where necessary wheu slave laboiu* is employed. In the Brazil 
8 in Russia and in the Southern States of the Union, where ^-ast 
plantations must be merely skimmed, virgin soil forms a con- 
siderable item in the real value of landed property ; the want 
of manure and the necessity of fiJloivs admit only half of tlie whole 
estate — sometimes hardly even a tenth — to annual cultivation. 
I This evil must be mitigated before the countrj- can be colonized 
I or greatly improved, but it is not easy to suggest a measure 
I vitliiiut ibe evils of " disappropriation." f 

' Sernu'ia," oiu* next station, begins the ascent, and the road 
kTrisely BS usiuU hugs the maigiu of tlie Pnrabyhuna River.. This 

* Ilolow Bntro Riw. uiit nil«n milei pMion to take tbe pbee oE lavfol titl«*. 
r« Um PiirU NuTo il* Cuuba. an n^iiiU Thai tho bnt Undi were wwfced out wd 
"k Ul dlBUI ISO (m4 in UFO milts. mined." 

r "vl ^ ibpuekik Mrauokl ttuocock {p. 107) nj^ "it nuy pra- 

" ' lak, wd oniwita it is *a hMj be fnun Ibe lUrk cnloiir of the itouM 

tn fint aboTf low water. thM tha ritrer dfrtves iu niime, if it be 

I UoodrioBM li>T« Uitn vrittea IWmbOna; taif PuBhybliiiabetba 

. . „ mmUim tlM fortBlttiiiu proper mode, trrm the deep tinge of lb« 

UlaVhaeriladlatlieSaoPnuKiHi) water." cyddeogh <u. SUO) ttkmlUa it 

Pan, iiTer, unl ibniu. Kluk. SchoUn 

make il ■ cemiptiDn of ttnjaatt, • rim 

i^dlint black •amm — al on(« a pictoreaqa* 




MLr. ] 



FROM rETllOPOLlS TO ,TOIZ DE FuRA. 



I. tern drain of the Mantiqueira, or Trans- maritime Range, is 

l-road sltallow stream of flavous liue, mucli resembling the 

i'liibanlia when we last saw it. The " Sawery " is important to 

the C'ompaiiT, as it taps the coffee districts of Ubil and Mar de 

llespanha. 

The " Union and Industry," white and glaiing, sweeps along 
the tumbling river, which has cut deep irregular channels in 
the* daik sunburnt rock. On both sides are layere of deep red 
clay, with imbedded boulders and masses of iwdecomposed feld- 
spar, covered with a dense wood of evergi-eens, that winter when, 
and only when, they please. We now pass through the Serra 
das Aboboras, or " Piunkin Range," and our attention is drawn 
to a local lion, the Pedra da Fortaleza," This "Montague 
Pelee," a giant amongst its colossal race, is a block, apparently 
single, of chocolate-colomed gneiss, springing 600 feet from the 
river guUey, where the stream makes an elbow ; we run under 
a vertical wall, 100 yards high, which gathers up the sunbeama, 
and which radiates them like a furnace. Its gi'im brown but- 
tress, thinly bristling, where touched by weathering, with large 
Bromelios, which looked like bits of grass, suggested to my wife 
ttie idea of a ehiu'ch, and mere specks upon the airy summit 
denoted its capping of tall forest. As we wind panting round 
the base, with the canoe-less river on our right, we detect a 
russet-coated capjTara or water-hog, basking in the eua, and 
calmly prospecting the unclean stream, + Hawks and vultures 



'Caeteliura eitcs tho total beight \TiO 
m«tits, Titb B vertical wM of 100 metres. 
He adda, "aucane plante ne poiuBut irat 
cclte raiu snriace." irbcrcai tha slsepcst 
walls an tofted ovoT viUi AJr-pliLnlfl. 

It woDld he intereBting to eiaoiiue these 
neks, which naj belonf; to the utclent Bedi- 
meotuj etnta, metumorphiwed bjr beat to 
bighl; ctTMatliiiB Butstaiices, knovn as the 
LaurentUn, Uid tha moat annent known on 
ilic NorthAmarican continent, rho"d!iwn- 
^uiimol of CuuuU" boa not ;et been dis- 
mreieJ in the Braiil ; on the other huul, it 
> .1h ast jet been lougbl for. 

^ Tb« Bjilroch«mia Capjblloi, or Curia 
r»(Imo.). The "JnUiiin" naniBia 
i pntt; and picturesque.* "Capi- 
or " OipiTarii, " means the "grass 
otter," not u the T. D. vajn, "qui lire 
ualra a eftpim." Tbe oti^n ia " Caapitm," 
iir"Cttpyi." comiplod to "Capim." the 
-turn*" ^Tf*"*" votd for "gnea meat," 



wlienFO "Capinar," to "cut gnum," and 
"U-u-llra," " aa ealer," compoiicd o£ "g," 
relnlJTe "u," " nu," or " tu," "Meat," 
and "ira," the verbal deainetii» which 
curioMJily resembles tbe Qindostant " wala." 
Hence tbe Argentine name " Capign&n " 
(Sonthey, i. 137) ia more correct than the 
iSmiUum : the Spaniiih -Americans gene- 
tally name it Oapincbo or Caipinclio, and 
travvUctB corrupt it to Oabials and Cbi- 
goir^. 1 do not know »by St. HiL Ut i. 
181, writes " Capimv»rn," it ia certainly 
not ao proDonoced. W. H. A. Weddell (Cu- 
lebian, vol. t[. 3J8) iofanna ns, " Le vrai 
nom da cet animal en Eiiumni ekC Oapn- 
(|U&, mot cgni sigaiSe ' luibitnnt ilea pr&.' " 
In tho intarior, as will appear, tbe peoiile 
confoond it with tbe Callettt, or Ti^fuaA, 
the peccari (Uicotylos labiatUB. notths tar- 
quatus). Tbe wlU men lued to wear its 
testh aa omaiuents. 
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Bou^t eoolth in the upper (ether, tlie kingfisher flitted over 
the water, clucks and dahcliicky sported in the smooth reaches, 
wild pigeons whirred past us, small ground-doves run along the 
road, and thrushes, black and brown, balanced themselves tipoit 
the spray, silent all, doubtless thinking " il fait trap thaad.' 
The "bush" looked a likely place for game; we were told, 
however, that the ounce remains, whilst the deer has beesE 
kiUed off. 

The Paralivbuua now ignores gold working ; its once emineutl;^ 
auriferous sands were di'edged for the precious metal and for the 
white, i)ink, and wine-yellow topazes, once a branch of provincial 
industry and now completely abandoned. The red feiTuginoits 
soil and the rusty quartz probably still contain gold ; but the 
surface deposits have been exhausted. In Colonial days the 
Government, mirah'de dlctii .' interdicted mining upon thia- 
streamlet lest the market value of the ore might be greatly 
reduced tlirongh the habitable world. I heiu'd the simie expres- 
sions used in London when California proved to be tlie El 
Dorado. Yet, as the old searcher said, " the night lias no eyes, 
ftnd the gold disappeared despite orders, and without affecting the< 
globe's exchange. 

The large Parahybuna Station shows us the Register Bridge, 
where duties are atill taken upon imports into the Province of 
Miuas Geraes. In 1825 the tax was 3 $640, or a little more than 
17«. per cart; in 1867 it had risen to 20$000, then about 2L. 
Thus the Province pays a compound impost, on the seaboard and 



poricw : it ii ui ugly li&U-GnisbeJ brute, 

■otiiewliat like an oiergrown Chiinea-pig 

I (call«d "Quinea," because it is Bmiilian), 

le IB liluff, and tbe jaw lei? de«p, 

' like that of a. fatted bug ; it swims witb 

' tile square bead carried bigli, like the 

tuppopolamus, and it is Mtid to bear its 

joung on its bock, aa tliat animal does. 

The gnmt, not " bra;," is a kind of agfa t 

ugb I It ia grcgariaus, living in packs of 

10 to GO, and ia old legends the chief 

woa mounted hy a pigmj demon, collod Cali- 

■' forest dweller." When rendered 

«hy by bnnling, the Capyrwn never quiU 

the water except to bask in the lun ; in 

captivity it thriTes, but iti habits are Rltby 

uid ultra-porcine, la Spani^ America it 

ia eaten, and M. laabelle declares, vith 

OUUiy otburs, that the flesh ia not bad, after 

^•ieiiffpi'eed for eigUteen boon in i 




water. Tlie Braiiliana use its lea 
rarely ita meat. Humboldt (Voyage aux^ 
lUgiona &]natoHalsti du Noaveau ContiiMnI, . 
vol. ii. 217), found treops of SO t« 100, 
and bebeves that these gramiuiTon ekt Gall, i 
The Capivara appears in Biasilian poetij l^ 
thoD writes in his " Faraliolaa," &-. Joaj< 
Joaquiui Cnrr&i de Almeida (PanbaUv 
IIJ)— 

Assim procede o politico 
Que OB principios nio cxtrema ; 

Ciilcubuiiinieato segue 
Da Capivara o syslenia. 

Thus proceeds die politieiiui, 

Where principles go not too far ; 

He right studiously punum the 
l^ystcin of the Capiv&r. 
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/l its frontier ; untl the evil is little lessened by double loading 
lu.'b wheeled veliicie nt the Rio de Janeiro side, and by a re-dis- 
ii'ibation of weight after settling the dues upon Minos ground. 
Kfery pohtical eoouomiat must condemn this outlandish sj'stem 
of inland douanes. It keeps up the old Colonial habit of placing 
burners between pi-ovinfes, and it interferes with commerce by 
hohlijig out premiums to bribery and contraband trufBc. Mony 
rears ngo it has been proposed to abate tliis nuisance.* But it 
is easier to advocate the suppression of the toIU than to show 
whence the equivalent m coin is to come. 

This bridge has ever been on eye-sore. In 1842, when Minas 
and her parent, Sao Paulo, were " up," or " out," the officer m 
chaise burned it down to prevent the advance of loyalist 
trotips, and in 1843 Castelnau foimd it imrepau-ed. It is now 
composed of new timbers supported by old. stone piers and abut- 
ments, and no longer roofed over. A little bejond it, a tattered hut 
marks tlie scene of another revolutionnrj- affair : this Rocinhat da 
Negra, or " Little Clearing of the Negi-esa," belongs, at 
l>re8ent, to the Conselheiro Pedro de Alcantara de Cirqueira 
Leite. On the left is the Barra, or mouth of the Rio Preto,: 
ihe southern frontier-limit of Wiuas. Across this western in- 



• 81. Hil. lit. i. 47. 

+ BtMinbo da N^n (Mr. WaJah). Hers 
I Boat traubU the reader with a fuw neos- 
sjy eiplMiMionB. 

Th« B£9h or BoclUa, ia tLe Bruil, ii n 
<U/ncii, ■ clearing for igriciiltiunl pur- 
poaei ; genemll;, u in Af^icI^ at a little 
iliatanm from ibe farm bouK, or village : 
umetinefl H faaii, ofteD Jt ha£ not, a 
thalebeij thai to KheKer the lUf-Uliotircn. 
■ "" ' ■ " may lie Irarulaled 






L tbe laburbii." The 



it a bcmft ftde [arm 

The eUotra, at ohlicrft. ia a word Imrroweii 

l> Jhbi tlie Tup; : the indiguun apjiliml it to 

LAmfc wntched hats, aiul in Pern "cba. 

jH^ae " lamiu " Lord of the Field : " the 

^iKIh Americana tnuuferreil it to their 

gnt^' tQW and wuntiy houseK Hr. Wil- 

lUa B(jlMrt (Ant. nf Pern, tx., r- S7). 

(I«dilMB it to meun in the <jnichua liiii([uo 

" eatMea, (uinB, plantationi." Mr. Cle- 

mMM HarUuuD ((juiuhna Gnun. k Diet. 

Mib mt»), traiudates it by "(jiiinta" (a 

liiniM Mtd groand*), bo ralleil bocnnie tlie 

trnant |jmi1 one-fifth to the propriclor. The 

fai^iU in the Spaniih Hacienda, the plan- 

tetjoo of our tiopi'sl onloniea, incluriiug 



tlio ground anil the hnilJing!. The pro- 
prietor is entitled/'Fueudeiro," and the 
class here represenla one of the hknded 
connty fainilj^ of GngUnd, or the phuiten 
of the West Indies. In the Northern 
FroTtnoea of the Bnipire, the Paieoda is 
Oklled Kngenho (Bonthsy's Ingenio is 
Spanish), espedally when it is a sugu 
plaDtatioi], and the owner ia Senhor da 
Engcnho, one of Ihe liKsI aristocracy, and 
not to bo confonndeii, uuleee yon want 
aliooting, with the lavraJor or farmer. 
Tlie Rngenhoca is a sniatl Engenho. 

+ CalddBngh(ii.200)confonndathePai»- 
bybuna with the Rio Preto, which he says 
is a " mere tranalation ot the Indian woni 
Psraibuna." It is the FortngneKO eqaiya- 
lent of Una (anricntly Hona), ■• Bhukwaler 
&Ter," properij Tg-nna, softened to T'- 
nno. The Y, or Vg, meaning water, ia 
omitted and snpplieii l.y Rio Una. Tbois 
filaoli, or rather deep bro*n, ooffee-oo- 
lonre.1 rtreanui, are alwajj nnirereal on the 
tteaboanl, hut comparatively rare in the 
interior : the tinge is evidently duo to 
ilecomiiosed regetatino. and often Dodei Iho 
Mack sediment wo And (he Enuwy sand oE 
thehed. 
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fluent lay the old road from Rio de Janeiro via Eodeio, Vi 
sourna and Viilcii^a, into Southern Miiias, 

Further on, to Uie right, is " Rancheria," a. Tillage hardly ten 
years old. The noiinai church is at the head of the siiuare, the 
noiTual hig house is at the bottom, and the normal foimtoiu is in. 
the centi-e : whence the saj-ing — 

" The ohftf ariz 

Jolin Anthonj and the mnbru." * 

which deaci-ibed the constituents of these settlements. Arotmd 
the grande place me Ghiicaras and dwelling houses, used by ths 
rich planters on Simdays and fetes : during the rest of the year 
they are shut up. There are half-a-dozen Vendas — onde nao; 
vendem nada.f .^£ usual in the Brazil, the Cemetery occupies 
conspicuous upland, and tlie dwellings of the dead are far better 
situated than those of the living, Ahio certain offices <n-hicli 
with us mostly conceal themselves in a shame-faced way, here 
stand out sohtai-y and eye-catching. 

About " Bancharia " J the land is modified by its distance from 
the Serra. The opulent water supply of the maritime heights 
disappeai-3, the streams shrink, the ascents are longer and less 
abrupt, the rich red clayey soil of the Rio de Janeiro Province 
further south, now alternates with Ught-coloui-ed loams, far drier, 
dustier, and, as in Minas generally, much more porous and 
friable. The "Matas Negiae," those luxuriant dark jungles, 
have made way for a yellow-green gi'ass, and neai- the sti-eun 
for bamboo-tufts, less magnificent tlian before. Travellera havs 
found garnets imbedded in the underlying gneiss ; the stone iS' 
common as wortliless. 



( _, iSll SUikfLrij) and the word ia ri,U- 

cnled by the Spiiniards, wlio prefer tfco 
lAlin " fuenlo." Tbo Matrii is Urn parish 
cbuicb, with Glial chiipoli under it. 

t ■ ' A, Tonding-iilaco withont vpnt. " Tha 
word Venda will be oiqilained in a fularo 

J Tbo old BnuiliaaB used 1ji *pr'T t-be 
wonl RMchftria, "Rnntbury," nrcollertign 
of ahetU, to tbe liQlB and wignams of tho 
■bi]rit['°*' boitheD vilUses. IVincc Mnx 
(iii IBl), hu by misprint Banchario (r- 



<t rilLwM de 



L 31), 



«r b 

ilcrivcd From tlic Arabic 'jj^l (El-d&iir»l}| 
in PortuenIaDd in Fnrtn^eao HindoalMlII 
means any Tillage. St. Hil. ID. L 0, ~ 
us that in the Bnuil it is applied ei 
Hiwlj- to a settlenumt of (utccliizad aatinc^ 
vho are sud to be "Moiuioe," tam« ; or 
Aldeodos, "Tillagcd." This might luwa 
Ik^ch tbe fobc in his days, tho woi^ ii sot 
Ml cxdnsivelj ueed noir. Thtu it */»a, 
siniiLu- to tbe "B«diictiua" of f^antlk' 
Sontli America, especlAllj wlum it cogld 
tioast of a ouBuonary, 
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The Capella de Mnttliina Bnrbosa, a hill chapel on the riglit, 
: iinounccs MathJas Station, umquwhile Regiatro Yelho. It was 
in Colonial days the piincipal " eoiitngem " where toll was token, 
and even in 1801 the dues were called Quintos, (Royal) Fifths (of 
gold). Smuggling was tlien to the " miner " what robbery waa 
to the ingenuous youth of Spai'ta. The Superintendent and his 
goard, with spies all over the country, kept a sharj) look out 
for those who had not before their eyes the feai- of jail or mari- 
time Africa. The contrabandist stored his valuables in horse- 
whips and gun-stocks, in Ids provision of beans, and in the 
stnfling of his pack-saddles. Foreigners dreaded the ordeal. 
Lnccock called the Superintendent "liia Lordship," and Cald- 
clengh (ii. 202) tells the sad tale of what happened to a femi- 
Dine Totary of impromptu free trade. Here, for some time, 

lived my friend Dr. G , whose successful practice in treating 

psora desen'ea notice. The patient, when a slave, was rolled in 
mod, and solemnly sundried into the necessity of batliing : to 
the " litdy of fashion " the same receipt was applied witli Quixotic 
gnrity in the shape of viscid oil, wliich had the same effect. 

Then came heavy inclines and a steep hill, sparkling with wild 
fhchsia and bright with lilies, parasitic plants, and a profusion 
of nnplanted Mai-acujaa, or Passion-flowers,* one of the gifts 
of the New to tlie Old World. Far below iis the Pai-ahybuna 
brawled down its apology for a bed. Houses Eind fields became 
more frequent, and the curse of gi-eat proprietors is no longer 
upon the laniLi We changed mules for the last time at the Pontc 
ilo Americano, a bridge with solid timber girders, and we ran at a 
hand gallop up the river valley, wliich now bulges out into sites 
for settlements. A mortuary chapel in a new wall-less cemetery 
the left, was for once a gi-ateful spectacle, and ere the sun aet, 
rounded a corner, and sighted .Juiz de F6ra. 
'he station is at the northern or further end, distant some 
kilometres of wild bush, which clusters thickly round the 
, We all stared, even when blazes by twelve hours of kalei- 
:opic travel, to aee a well-gravelled footway, with posts and 
iltirca for rails, in front of a carefully trimmed quickset hedge 

of till riiion. and whicbii in Great Britain. 
WlicD will tlio political economiat duly ap- 
precUtfi the benefit deriTOd from tho snb- 
diviiiwi of Iwid ! 
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that protected, not a neat park, but an undrained swamp. 
Behind it, on a dwarf rise, with pretty ground below, was a villa 
with a squat square tower, which looked as if brought bodily 
from Hammersmith. At last, dismounting with stiffened knees, 
we were led by Mr. Morritt to the " chalet," a cottage built in 
curious proportions of brick and wood, uncompromising mate- 
rials. In due time every comfort appeared, and with tobacco 
and chat, assisted by Messrs. Swan and Audemar, C.G. E.E., 
we much enjoyed our first evening in Minas Gcraes. And the 
sound sleep in the light, cool, pure air was the properest end of 
a coaching day. 



CHAPTER IV. 



AT JVIZ DB FOrA. 



And down thy slopes, romantic Aahburu, glides 
The Deibj dill; canjiog six inaidce. 

The proper style and title of Juiz de FOra is " Cidade de Santo 
Antonio de rarahybuna," but a colonial justice of the peace in 
Ibreign p&rts, an ofliclal now obsolete," having been sent there in 
forgotten years, it will ever be known to the people by its tri\-ial 
Mawe {1809) speaks of it aa a Fazenda, calling it " Juiz 
Pnera." Luccock (1817) makes it contain a " small chapel 
a few poor houses." In 1825 it was still a " l'oToai;ao," a 
inere institution. In 1850 it was promoted to the rank of " Fre- 
guezia" and " Villa," parish and townabip. In 1856 it advanced 
lo cityahip, and in 1864 its municipality numbered 23,916 souls, 
inciailing 1993 voters taid 33 electors. Such ia progress in the 
■'Jiiizil, where the situation ia favourable and — nota ben& — where 
- 'mmunications are opened. 

L The settlement consists of three distinct parts, " Santo 

J Antonio," the city proper; the station of the Company " Union and 

I Industry ; " and the German colony, " D. Pedro Segimdo." The 

situation ia good, 2000 feet above sea-level. On the east is the 

winding liver-plain. Westward towers a forested height, com- 

maodiug a view of the " Fortaleza" Rock, and the mountains of 

^^Uropolis. It is called Alto do Imperador, after the Imperial 

^nni, and a fair path wiuds up it. From the lower levels of this 

* block a white thread of cascade, like the crj'stal waterfall in an old 

Geneva clock of onuulu, hideous mixture ! trends towards the 

main drain. The German colony contained about 1000 souls in 



• The la'a de Fdra, nccording to Koster 
(L chap. II, vos nsmcd hy tho Supreme 
UaT«nLment (w tJireo jnus, iai nppeal 
^^_ rat. t. 
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-whitewashed liuts, (tnd the inmates appeared poor aod discontented 
In June, 1867, the Practical Agiicultnral School* seemed in 
hiUTy to be finished. I have since that time been informed ths 
the establishment has been completed, that stock has been ii 
ported, and that all is in the finest working order. 

The station where we lodged prides itself on having nothing 
do with the " old town," It contains, besides the chateau on thi 
hill and the chalet, a chapel, two or three tolerable houses, 
small inn and stables, negro quaiiers, and huge stores where this 
salt and coffee are lodged, 

The city is the usual mixtm-e of misery and splendour. Mi 
it must be remembered, is one of the three provinces not direct^ 
colonized from Portugal : Sao Paulo is her progenitor, imd the 
son cannot yet boast of being better tJian the sire. Juiz de Fim 
is a single dusty or muddy street, or rather road, across whidlj 
palms are planted in pairs. Its sole merit is its breadth, and 
when tramways shall be introduced by some Brazilian " TraiQ) 
this good disposition will be recognised. The trottoir is a jumpeuj^ 
and the stranger hopping over the pavement seems to be pnC' 
tisiug " bog- trotting." The dwellings are low and poor, mostJlj 
" door and window " f as the phi'asc is. Amongst them, however, 
are large and roomy town houses, with gilt pineapples on the root, 
glass balls on tlie French balconies, fantastic water-sponts, pi^ 
tailed comers, birds of tile and mortal' disposed along the ridges, 
and all the architectui-al freaks of Rio de Janeiro. Here the wealthy 
planters gather together ; duruig tlie Saturday evening we saw 
large parties of friends and families, men, women, and children 
negroes, negresses, and negrets, coming in to churdi. Not a litU* 
play is done on these occasions : there ai'e men who gamble lik^ 
Poles and Russians — Rooshims, as they were called at the Old 
Cocoa Tree — and tlie year's profits from coffee and cotton are not 
uni'requently di-opped at Monte or Voltarete. In Paris Baccnrai 
does it. 

Very mean are the public buildijigs. The prison would not 



■ rarasrapli i, conilition 2 of llie con- 
tnicl ddtefl Oct. as, 38C4, iniislal lipoa 
tliR eatAtiliatUDcnt of tliis " EacoU iimtiui 
de Agricoltara, " by the "Union and la- 
iliutry Company." These seneiblo inntjtu, 
tioDB ve gradually eiMmling along Kaatem 
Bniil, anci one of them wiU do moro goo<l 
I _thsa all He oollegei vhidi MUin>Uy Um 



eut upnn tiio world a Jtungry sstna <£ 
yonng ■' Doctors," LLDti. They wilt ba m; 
lowed, and it ii M lit] hoped hood, hy 9cboal| 
of Mines ; at present the sona of ths (kjl 
and Diamon' 
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hold a London housebreaker for a quarter of an liour. The Gol- 
Icctoria, into which the provincial revenue is paid, looks small. The 
Matriz of Santo Antonio, at the bottom of a dwarf square, is in 
; ilerabie order, but the chapel on the hill is towerlesa and in 
tuinble-down condition. Here we see for the first time the tall 
Ijlack cross of Miuas, introduced probably by the Italian mission- 
aries, and recalling to mind Norman France ; it is garnished with 
kll the instruments of the Passion — ladder, spear, sponge, crown 
of thorns, hammer, nails, pincers, and a peculiarly wooden cock. 

The day after our arrival, Sunday, was one of absolute rest. 
The station boasts of a neat chapel, imusually clean and free 
from tawdry ornament. The inside has a plaiu altiu- and benches 
'■f polished wood, a pictm-e of the Assumption, and three candles 
nn each side of a silver crucifix. There is no squatting on the 
floor, which is, moreover, closed to dogs, and does not require 
spittoons. Expectoration, I may ob3er\~e, is a popular habit in 
the Brazil as in the United States. Most men do it instinctively : 
le, as they whistle, for want of thought; otliers, because they 
lider it sanitary, think thereby to preserve a spai'e habit of 
ly,or hold it to promote appetite ordrinketite. My conclusion 
that spitting is natural, so to speak, and refraiidng fi'om it 
is artificial, a habit bred by waxed parquets and pretty carpets. 

The most agreeable part of the day was spent in the chateau 
Liiinlen and grounds. I had beftire met the owner, Commendador 
Miiriftuo Procopio Ferreira Lage; during my second visit he was 
I'lice more in Knrope. In 1853 he organised the UniSo and In- 
dostiia Company, of which he is still the hai-d-working chairman ; 
he made Juiz de Fora a city, the chapel was arranged by him, 
tlie chalet was his property, and he had laid out an arboretum 
and orchard upon what was twelve years ago a bog on the right 
bank of the Parahybuna. 

Oar fastidious Knghsh taste could find no fault in house or 
grounds, except that they were a little fantastic, tlie contrast with 
Nature was somewhat too violent — an Italian villa-garden in a 
vii-giu foiest is stai'tling. The chateau, wliich cost 30,000?. or 
40,0001., has too much colour and too many medallions ; behind 
it, too, there is an ugly bridge leading to a prim snmmer-Iiouse, 
hotii of cast iron, and the foinner painfully like a viaduct. The 
le lake, with bamboo-tufted islets, dwarf Chhiese bridges, and 
Idled boat, worked by negroes instead of atnam ; the " Grotto 

n 
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of the Princesses," the grotesque seats and arbours, and the rustic 
figures of wood, are a trifle too artificial, and the Ema" and stags, 
not pacing over the park, but caged along with monkeys and silver 
pheasants, suggesting a menagerie. The European and tropical 
plants, however, were magnificent, and we measured an arum-leaf 
fi feet 4 inches long. What a contrast to its English representa- 
tive, the bttle Arum maculatuni, or cuckoo plant, nhose berries 
poison small chii(b-en ! 

We wandered about the orangery, which was imtocent of gloss, 
and found out the favom-ite trees ; t we lay for hours upon the grass 
eating the Tangerines, enjoying the perfumed shade of the mjTtles, 
and admiring the young Wellingtonias and screwpinea. Mr. Swan 
related to us tlie grand reception given by the Commendador to 
Professor Agassiz, the man of whom prophetic Spenser surely 
wrote : — 

what on eadlesB task has lie in hwid. 
Who'd oouut Ihc sea'a abnndaiit progeny, 
Wlioae (mitf ul aeed ttu ptwseth that on land. 

When sm-feited with the -view of the waterfall and the " Em* 
peror's Height," we drove to the city, passing en route the Hotel 
Gratidao, by which probably no guest was ever rendered " truly 
thankful." Juiz de Fora was in gorgeous aiTay, this being the 
festival of its Padroeiro or patron saint, Santo Antonio, known 
to Europe chiefly in connection with pigs. Here it is his duty to 
find husbands for young women, and if be does not lie is slapped 



* The South Amcrjciui or thrat'l/ied 
Oitricli (Bhea americaiiB). It weighn from 
fifty to Buct; pooadK, and is thiu aboat one- 
third BDiaJler than the two-toed African, 
that lBi:Beat of known birds, and it weais 
a dnll grey, halt-monming drasa, wbioh 
baa beon till lately neglocted by the trade. 
In the provineo ot Ria Urando the word 
"ATMtrnB," properly the African oatrich, 
is ueed. "EiDa" ia a comiption of ^a 
Arabic Ifc^nh (i^Ui^ jct oien the 
Southcy (vol. i., chap. 5, p. 120) 
and Gardner, to my nothing of the vulgar 
ierdj have corrupted it lo " Kmu." Tha 
aborigines of the Braiil called it "Nhandll" 
or " Nhondti." According to Prince Hax. 
(iii. IZ), the Bnuiliana also know it aa 

IVjuyou," and Sonthej adds, " Chnri " 
(i.. S. 253). I have not heard either 
of theae wonls, whii:h are pure OuaranL 

t I know DO oranges better than the 



thesi 



The trw, howevEi, ii vBiy 
and the aame ahoota planted Ja 
soil prodoRB a very differenl frtiit. 



Each Pros 
otbera, the Setectos of Rio dc Janeiro 
the Bohian Bmhigudaa, which ladies call Ibe 
" Naval " orange. The. 
Laranja da Cldna, which eitcnda nearif 
along tha ooaat and far into the interior. 
Via shall pass through placei on the lUo da 
Sio Francisco where it will not tbrira. 
Piiarro mentiona two aub-varieties of thia 
Chineae orange, one of redder tinge, oatnda 
and iniide, than the other, Sio Fanlo 
remarkable for its "Tangerioaa," a du 
popularly derired from Tangiera ; th . 
resemble the small mandarins of China, 
but they ore not bo dalicale. Than an 
twovarieties, the iiequenasand thegr 
and Piiurra iliittnguishes thraa 
Tarictiea, wUcb he calla, " da Chilk^ ih 
loiUa, and da Tura, '" — " 
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and docked in the well, and made to sleep in the chill night air. 
The peal of [bells was well-nigh worn out by hard hammering. 
The Matriz was a Black Hole of worshippers, the flower of the 
flock being in the tribunes and prodigal of smiles to the couthless 
strangers. " The son of the quarter," says the Arabic proverb, 
" filleth not the eye." 

At Juiz de Fora I met the Commendador Henrique Giiilherme 
Fernando Halfeld, of whom more in the next volume. He gave 
roe some information about the Bio de Sao Francisco, and told 
me when taking leave*of us that he, aged seventy-two, was about 
to marry a young person of sixteen. May the result be satis- 
&ctory! 



CHAPTER V. 

FHOM JDIZ DE FORA TO BARBACENA.' 



" A partir de Juiz de F6ra on no ttouve plua 
inadmUaiblea, duia leqael, pendant la Boison da 
k ohevftl, et aveo la condition de mettre bienUt e( 



lu'uQ chemin in^g^d, anx ] 
plaies, on pent h peine oircnlcl 
L aniinal hois de aervic©.'* 



The next day (Monday, June 17, 1867) witnessed Uje break-ap 
of a pleasant party, and our fai'ewell to " comforts" for 
Mr. L'pool determined to accompany UB nortliwards. Major and 
Mr. Newdigate witli Mr. Morritt tend to the south. At nooa 
we shall be separated by a century of miles, something of a con- 
sideration in the Brazil, where men move slowly. Wc are also to 
lose Sr. Francisco Alves Malvero, the cashier of the " Union and. 
Industry Company," who, on liis sole responsibility and witli trua 
New- World go-a-head liberalitj', had franked ua to Bai'baceua. 

At 6 A.M. on a raw, dark morning, the two coaches, duly 
packed, stood side by side fronting opposite ways, and ready to 
start at the same moment. Presently Godfrey, a stout young 
German, ex-sailor, from the then jeopai-died Dmliy of Luxem- 
burg, handled the ribbons, and with a blast of the horn and 
waved hata we dashed at the way. Our light, strong mail, 
" O Bai-bacenense," was full. The insides were a Brazilian lady 
with two black giils, the normal two black babies, plus 
Austrian ex -lieutenant, mmried and settled in the interior; th» 

• The stages an npiirodmatelj :— 

1. Jiiia de FOra to Simdade . 

2. SauiIadB to Estiva 

3. Bstiia to Chapiio d'Cvw> . 

4. Chap& d'Uraa to Pudni Alvci 

5. Pedro Alves to JoEo OomeB 

6. Jola GoDies to Jni- Roberto 

7. Jos£ Roberto to NosoiineDto Novo 
S. Nucinumto Novo to Bcgistro 
9. Kegistro to Borbacena 

olal, 63 miles in S hours and E milmliis , ..„ ^ 

haar upm the good parts of the na<I, which an few and far Iwtvsen. 
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, behind were our two negro servants and a large collec- 
tioD of small baggage. We sut in the rem- of tlje diiver aud the 
gnard, with my irife packed between us in case of a " spill." 

The first lot was poor land, and the line lay up the riveiine 
pliin, at times cutting across a high hill-spur that projected into 
the Tailey. The early world looked pale white with hoar frost ; 
the effect arose from the velvety down of the well-known gramen, 
Capim GorduTQ,* the " gras3 of fatness," so called because the 
blades feel greasy and viscous. It was puqile with flower and 
seed, and at once suggested stock breeding, but it will dry up in 
A few weeks and become poor forage ; then the troop mules will 
suffer, and devour all manner of trash. Botanists rank it amongst 
ilie plants which follow the footsteps of man ; it covers deserted 
mads, it occupies the ground when freshly cleai-ed of virgin 
furest. and it takes possession of fields allowed to Ue fallow 
, (or Uie five years that usnally follow two successive harvests. 
I According to St. Hilau-e the "ambitieuse graminee " is not 
iiiiligenous, and the people told him that it was a present from the 
Spanish colonies. They have now forgotten its foreign origin. 

The land is rising rapidly, the receding woods become less 
ilf^ase, and the delicate "cabbage palms" f, with other growths 
uf the Maritime Range, disappear. Air and soil are too 
L<Jd for coffee and sugar, except a trifle raised for home cou- 
■luniJtion in the Quintal or sheltered and often manured court- 
. :ird. Rice and maize, however, are good ; vegetables and 
I'lbacco fioui-ish ; every hut has its floor for drying beans ; buck- 
wheat, rj"e, and hops would doubtless everywhere be at home 
escept upon the bald polls of the disforested hills; and, m the 
bottom lands, cotton might be grown to advantage. So rich is 
the Brazilian soil, even in its poorer phases. 



* ^histcgiii glntinosn, or MdliaiB miQiiU- 
folU (Fnlia.). It is also culled Capim 
Calinga or of fetor, ite inculiiir odoar 
facing tnpposial to rcKmbIs thnt of tbc 



5, 



m. 



III. 






ITS), mUeB Cupim Catingucro Che 
C»piu Gordura mi the Cipim Molado 
( " boaied gnu* "] of Eio de Janeiro iiid S, 
Pftulo. H« (dand it culled Capini ile Frei 
Litii, the teligioni who iotroduceil it with 
> viear of bcueGtiiig the couDtry ; bi« mune 
i> now fdcgotteti. According to HuidiiH, 



Capi-Catingii ii one of the Cyperawas, the 
wdgei. Some Bniiliimi Itold Oqiim 
Catinga to be the joung Capim Qwduta. 
Uardncr (i7S-7) olHerved that north of 
■outh latitude ]T° it grows near boiues 
onlj. I Be« no reason why this gnua 
uhmild not make eicellezit bay, 

t Bulorpe eJalia, is Tupy Aasahi oi 
AaaaH. The cylindrical spike or (ootstaJk, 
long, green, uid Bnocultmt, vhioh contajoa 
the rudiments of future leavai, Is the 
cshbuge. Many pnlmi yiel<l this edible 
embrjD ; io the Bradl the Eulerpo is the 
belt. 
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We miss Uie neat Swiss Gothic stations with their fancy gahleS 
and iron roofs painted red. At Saudade (why call it " Deside- 
rium?"J we find aii old tiled ranch, or shed, with nothing to 
recommend it but a semicircle of fine coqneiros.* Presently we 
crossed for the last time the Parahybima River, whose valley raa 
up to the left. Though the soil did not improve, the views did: 
there were pretty bits of "home scenerj'," grassj- hills mth 
graceful rounded cur\'es, and their groves of palm and otlier ti'eest 

Animal life now became more conspicuous. The Unibu viilturs 
spreads its wings to the rising sun; the Caracm-a buzzard (Fall 
crotophagus ot F. ilegener or F. brasiliensia, the Cliima-chima of 
Azara) perched like the Indian Maiiia upon the backs of grazing 
kine, or trotted after them, pecking at the ticks ; this singular 
bird of prey, revered by the Guaycuru Indians, was evidently 
rendering an interested aer\-ice. " ilaria preta " — black Maria — &> 
kind of widow finch, in sable and snow, flashed across the path 
from holt to holt. The Jape, or hang-nest, and the brilliant violet 
oriole (Oriolns violaceus) trotted about, whilst the merlo or black* 
bird (Turdus brasiliensis) and the Sabia thrush (Turdus rufiveiitris), 
that Brazilian niglitingale of the flutey song, clianted their matins 
with a will. Troops of the glancing purple-green, black, and grey- 
white " anum," t chattering like stai'lings, shunned tlie trees as is 
their wont, balancing themselves on the elastic shrub tops. 

The Cupim-nests, t or termitaria, are lumpy pillars and pyramids 
of clay, yellow or drab coloured, as may be the subsoil, and some- 
times 5 or 6 feet high. They are scattered like tombstones, 
occasionally in pairs or trios, as if a succursale had been added^j 
often shaped suggestively to a pious Hindu : nowhere in the 
Brazil, however, do they constitute so conspicuous a featm^, or 
cumber the land as in Uie SomaU countrj'. The mounds near the 
road appear to he deserted, and some suppose that the "wliite 
ants " abandon their homes when made, which is absurd. Opened 



* Not "Caoociro," as Professor Agauii 
hfti it The Cocoa butjracea, one ot the 
fiDsst pidnia in Ihe Sruil, wu Been through- 
out the interior when I visited it, till the 
CamBiUbB palm (Capemiciit cerifen) took its 

-f In the plural unuiii. The word hu 
tcea much abuaed. tumod into anuh, onnil, 
and Eo forth. The blruk uinm is theCroto- 
phaga oni tPrioce Mu). The nbite is the 
Cucolna Ouira (Linn. ), or spotted cuckiw ; 



it ii the Hrigua of Antra, and ii said to 

have reached the coast from the HiehluidB. 
Tlie large raiietj ia the Crotopha^ nujoi' 
(Linn,). 

t Properlj Co-pini, from oo, a neat, ea.n, 
hole, and pirn, to ating, a ating, dott, mm 
point. Hence the error of M. de " 
whoBs bird "Coup)'" is the te 
places it boilda round the tree tnmka and 
branchea da; ucata uluch look like 
went. Aiora alao writes Cupij. 



Suzaanet,: 

imka and 1 
egigaalie j 
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tliey suggest a mammoth hotel ns Asmodeus woidd see it, and a few 
stiff blows with A pick upon tlie baixl cioist of those which seem 
to be in niiiis, brings irom their burrows a liantic swai-m as the 
aaid hotel would show at the cry of fire. Tlie Ciipini does little 
injaiy to the farmer, and has foes iimumerable, esi)ecially tlio 
Mjothera, the prairie wood-pecker (I'icus cainpestris}, the toad, tlie 
lizarci family, the M.iTmecophagn, and the armadillo. Some tra- 
Tellers make the ant-house a^.ineiiage a troU, and tlie same tale is 
told of the prairie dog viynges. It is not, however, a happy family 
if it be true that the toad, after eating up the ants, is eaten by 
a fierpent, and the serpent is devoured by a Sirieraa,' a bird whose 
tastes correspond with the African "Secretary" (Gj-pogerauus 
&&icanus), but it wants the pens behind the ears, which made the 
Dutch give the latter so literary a name. Others believe that the 
young of the Cupimare carried off and enslaved, like West Africans, 
by the fierce plantation ant,t which thue represents the wicked 
and merciless white man. But tlie same tale is told of the " Quem- 
I ({uem " ant, and possibly tlie superstition may have arisen from the 
1 difierent sizes of the workei-s major and the workers minor. 

The road, tolerably good for tlie Brazil, is execrable compared 
rith the first day's line. In many places it is double or treble. 
" deviations " 1 denote muds worse than those of a Cheshire 
The sm'face is now hai'd and cakj'; about December it 
[ be cut up by the regular tram2>ing of the "boiadas" or 
wes of market cattle, into a " corduroy," a gridii'on of ruts and 
ridges, locally called caldeiras or " caldeiroes." % These " chaul- 
drons," horrible to Brazilian travellers, consist of raised lines, 
QUTow, hard and slippery, divided by parallel hollows of soppy, 
treacly clay; in tlie latter mules sink to tlie knee or to the 
shoulder, theii* tall-heeled shoes are ofteu lost, and at times a 
hoof remains beliind. Old and wary beasts tread in the mud, 

I not OD the ridges, which cause dangerous falls. The cure would 
be deep -trenching to diain the " chauldrons," bush clearing to 

* The SlriemB (Dioolopfaiu crislalDS, s kiml of awl |8lr 

niiccr ; PaUmedn criiitata, GmcHn) will ho owl), which ih Icno 

nfwMcdlj mcDtiotuHl ip the semid tdIquic. HrmadiUo boles. 

Il ia U»ut die an of a ODall turkey, for t AlUt ccpbatotis. The Breuliftna cull it 

wlucli it il often roirtaken : it nm» Uke e. S»lil», « corruption of theTuii; "Ypmba." 

jiHuij; Satrich ; it goo genemllr in psiis, Z Dcaiioe. 

uul it bnildi in low tree*. Ita " bell-aote '" | The holei nuwJe hj tho wnxei In the 

^i^Wt DDpleuuit. and it ia euily tuaed. cout r»cks alao h»Te this nune. 
^^Hnn >up|WM the Tenuitarium Mnl lo he ' 
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admit the great engineers Sun and Wind, and in extreme cases 
Iftj-ing dovra logs across the mud. At present the forest presses' 
npon the roads because travellers prefer riding in the shade. It 
is easy for them to choose tlie cool of the day ; moreover, I never 
felt the least inconvenience, even from a " chimney-pot," in the' 
heat of noon ; and, iinally, the Brazil, like Western Africa — i 
probahly for the same reason — is remarkahly free from sunstroke. 
But in this stage of society, to "work for othei-s"* stultifies a 
man exceedingly, and the real Portuguese of the old school wonH' 
rather want than do anytliiug incidentally likely to supply &e- 
wants of his neighbours. 

We are upon the highway between the metropolis of the 
Empire and the Capital of the Gold and Diamond Province. ^' 
the rainy season, fi-om November to April, the sloughs take off 
tlie coach. The annual cost of repair is 3O0S0OO per league.' 
The zelador or cantonnier, however, expects everywhere in the 
Brazil to draw pay and to do nothing, save perchance to vot*. 
He is equal to any amount of " drawing," hut do he will not. 
Upon this whole line, wliere there is not a single rood that does- 
not urgently require a large gang, we found a single negro lad 
scratching his head, and sometimes tickling the ground with a hoe. 
Throughout tlie Empire these lines of communications are 
^ided into Imperial, Provincial, Municipal, and between three 

^IMh stools accidents are ever happeniug. When a route is to be 1 
made the concession is granted sometimes in pajnnent for poli- j 
tical services to the applicant, who lays it out well or iU, as the 
case may be. It is then thrown open to the public, and is left to 
he spoiled. Wljen worn down to the bone, and converted int» 
rock-ladders, rut-systems, and quagmire -holes, where beasts are 
hogged aud die — tlien, possibly, may he built alongside of the old 
road a new line, whose fate, in coiu^e of time, shall inevitably be 

I the same. Often my Brazilian frienda have remaiked that men 
who travel by such weary ways need no future process of punish- 
ment. 

Of course, after living tliree years in the Brazil, I know the 
difficulties of road-making. The pasty red clay wliich here as 
Afiica clothes Earth's skeleton demands metalling if the line is to 

• Trabalhar para ob oiitros. Evcrj school anil borrow a few Gaelic maiima, ' ' One Mi4 

in tho Bmpire should put up the motto of all," " Union a etccDglh," "I cue fql 

Uis Free Cantons— «ve:jbodj, sod 1 hope evcrjtodj cum tX 

I "&clifara]],aDdaUfi)r«wih;" me." 
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Ust, KQ<1 macailainizing U an expeuiiive process, lequii'ing con- 
sunt repaii-s. The rivers and brooks are not those of a " well- 
n*^te([ country " Uie EnglnnJ : they shrink to nothiug, tliey 
swfil iiito immense torrents, and the coat of bridging and con- 
Imlliiiy tliem is no trifle. Popular opinion, by no means thorougldy 
ike to the importance of Mgbwayg and byways, is auother 
lacle ; many think that a good road is that wliich enables you 
ide your mule comfortably. Their fathers have done without 
[ their ways, and straightening their paths — ergo, so can 
r, et cetera. 

:ese pages, however, will show that in this Empire, about to 
ftso mighty and magnificent, communication signifies cii-iliza- 
I, prosperity, progress — everything. It is more important to 
J welfare eyen than tJie school or the newspaper, fur these 
I follow where that precedes. And travellers who wish well to 
pluid must ever hariJ. even to sm-feit, upon this one string. 
r Saudade the^coimtrj- waxes lone. Besides a few road- 
"ile sbop-sheda, wliith sell wet and dry goods, beans, flour, and 
:!i^ baldest necessaries of life, we find only two manor-houses 
iwlunging to a landowner known as " O Mtrandao " and his sou- 
The monotonous thud and creak of the " Monjolo,"* the 
Jf Ubour-saving machine bequeathed by Portugal to her big 
^ter, proclaims the rudeness of agriculture.! A hea\'y hill of 
le atippery clay, with its cuttings of pm-ple, mai-bled or niauve- 
raloured ochreish earth, called in Sao Paulo " Tagua," delays the 
psee; and Godfrey must often "skid" and employ the patent 
break ns we descend. 

The next station, " Chapeo d'Uvaa," is so called from some 
generous old vineyardur who allowed the thirsty to fill their 
hxta with his grapes. A certain modem traveller related that 
somewhere between this place and Currol Novo, as well as in 
other wooded parts of the Brazil, there is a pigmy race about 
three feet high, wlute as Europeans, and witli hairless bodies. 
This suggests the Wabilikimo or " Two-cubit Men," gravely 



* Or Mcmjdlla. Mawe temu it Tn]- 
pdfa (the uoth), and gira m, drnuiiug of 
Itoa rough vater-mill, nhich it dewribei) 
bj «T«r7 tnieller. Calddeogh cftila it 
Jogo. ■ eUDC St. HiL (lU. L 121, ke.) 
rrronouialj writes the word '^Munjala." It 
^i|Kwlii Bnuilian prntry, f^ff. th« PanbolAH 
iKo. 113, Wolf) of Joufi JoaquimCorrinda 



" Dc|mt«do vil pomparaa 

Reiimcntau do Moajolo." 
" The Deiiulr, a Tile conip»ro, 
Like the Monjolo boat tho ^." 
f So in 1033, the first Mw-mill built on 
the Thiuues, ojipoBito Durham Yant. w«« 
lAkcn dawn. "Int our labouring peopls 
should want cmplu/uiout,'' 
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located by the " Mombas Mission Map." wiUiin Uie aeaboftrd c 
Zoiizibar ; and the reader viH at once recall to mind the detailei 
notices of the " Obengo " dwarfs, lately brought home froa 
ABhango-land by my indefatigable and adventaroiiB friend, Pn 
du ChaiUu. 

Here the Caminho do Mato, the " Forest-road" from th 
north-east, falls into the Caniinho do Campo, tlie " Praiiie high 
way," which trends to tlie nortli-west. The settlement h 
normal post-town," a single straggling street with a paupci 
chapel : it can no longer claim to he " one of the prettiest aa( 
most civilized spots seen since leaving Rio de Janeiro." 
could hardly supply grain to our five beasts ; tlie people i 
enough for domestic consumption only, and travellers carry thei^ 
own slender stores. The waggons were standing in tlie thorough 
fare, and tlie first glance showed wa)'farer3 from the Unite 
States. They Iiad done what they would have done in Illinois— 
they had brought traps and teams, and they were lumbering c 
towards the setting sun. 

The next stage showed us " Retiro,"* a. hunch of huts tenanted 
by negroes, who had hoisted a black saint upon the " Tree of St 
John." Here we first sighted the Mantiqueira Range, 
which I had made acquaintance in Sao Paulo. I have something 
to say about this most interesting formation. It is not one lin^ 
but a collection of systems, crystalline, volcanic and sedimentary, 
Its southernmost wall is witliin siglit of Sao Paulo, the cityj 
forming the Serra da Cantareii-a, a septentrional buttress to ih« 
valley of the Tiete River. Thence it nms to the east wilb 
northing, increases gi-eatly in importance, and presently fomu 
the culminating point of the Brazilian Highlands. A little beyond 
this point — in W. long. (Rio) 1° 20' — it obeys the great law ol 
South America, and indeed of the New ^Vorhl generally ; and, 
cimdng at an angle of IIS^-ISO", it becomes a meridional range^ 
not an east to west chain, as are mostly those of tlie so-called OU 
Hemisphere. It bisects the Province of Minas upon the line ol 
Borbacena, Ouro Preto, and Diomantina, and it divides th< 
Atlantic watershed, the riverine basins of the Rio Doce, 1 
Mucnry, the Jequitinhonha, and tlie minor systems from Uu 

• St. Hil. (III. L 233) tnmalttlea " Re- tlm Eio 'U Slo Francisco it will boar i 
tin" b;Chtl«t. In lliis ikuC <if the couuti? other meaning. 
it EAnfonjidi villi our "ohootlDg box :" on 



Western versant, draiiiiug the Paraofi, Paraguny, Plata, and tlie 

Rio de Sao Francisco. It affects the surface ahnost as much as 

do the Andes further to the Occident ; it arrests the rains which 

flood the lands on its seaward Hank ; it breaks up the ground, and 

covers earth with the densest forests. The inland slopes are 

' Bore regular, prairies abound, and the vegetation is chiefly 

I gramiiteous, and the low woods known in the Brazil as Caatingns 

' KOd Carrascos.' North of Diamantina it becomes the Sen'a do 

Gno Mogor ; it then forms in Baliia the Sen-a das Almas 

I Hid the Chapada Diamantina, or Dianiantiiie Plateau* after 
Hiliich it sinks into the broken plain on the southern bank of the 
Bio de Sao Francisco. Then it extends Bouie 860 geographical 
miles between S. lat. 10° and 24° 20'. The southem portion 
■'ins almost parallel with and distant 80 to 60 miles from the 
■ rrado Mar or Maritime Range. About Barbacena it has abeady 
;;r'.atly diverged, and its maximum distance from the shores of 
the Atlantic may amount to 200 direct miles. 

ITie culminating point of Mantiqueb'a and of the Bmzil 
generally is the Itatiaiossii, a highly picturesiue word, interpreted 
to tuenn the " great flamboyant rock," from tlie flame-lite out- 
lines of its tliree loftiest crests. The chief peak is placed in 
S. lat. 22° 38' 45", and W. long. (Rio) 1° 30'. The "Kevista 
Trimensal" (1861), of Uie Instituto Historico e Geographico 
Brasileiro, adopts the mean altitude of 3140 metres, or 10,300 
f-rt. Dr. Franklin da Silva Massena has reduced the estimate 
2994 metres, and Pere Germain, of the Episcopal Seminary 
r Sao Paulo, who visited it in May, 1868, increases it to 2995.t 
1 be formation is essentially volcanic, two craters and more than 
200 caves have been fomid in it, and the explorers met with 
stilitliur springs and large deposits of sulphur and iron pjTites. 



*lUi ' 



"Cwtioga" niU8t nnt be confouiideil 
"Oatioga" liefore laeotioDoil. The 
(onDcr ia dnriTeil rrum the Tup; "Ota." 
tunM, bosfa, Inf, grass ; and " tiagk," 
*bita. It Admirably deHCribsB Ihe Kat- 
IMsd e'i'*t'> "f iln' i^loj o' Bsodj pUina, 
gauM treei Bveisging 10—20 f«ct in 
kni^t, or one-tenth o£ the foreBt-gniwth, 
and lonldni; jAle mid Bicklj by the side of 
the dark virgiD lubge. "CuiSBCo" in 
PorUipd in ■ low Miff gmwib, and tlie word 
i* wyiww il to be dericed from Qoercutand 
raanUB, "Carraiho picttoto," prickl; oak. 
TlMUiltciroa mmtlj iipjily it too vegvtatioa 



mora sciitt«rGJ. ftanted, and raggod tlinn 
tlic CaaCinga, ranging between 3 to 6 feet, 
and often rich in the Mimosa dumotornin, 
a true "Canaaqaente " ihrub. Both allow 
Uie Bnn to peneliate through their thin 
ooals, and nith the anialance of dew a 
littte glass good for paatoie grown about 
their roota. 

f Tlie number 20dl baa lieen adopted lij 
that eicellent llraiilian ^ugraphor, Hr. 
Caodido Mendea do Almeida. Tin Oer- 
main found the tJtitaile of the highert 
haUution tc ba 150Q mcWa. 



The Eunimits ai'e anuunlly covei-ed witli anow, which sometinu 
lies for a fortnight, and the plains are fields of wild strawberrii 
I shall have more to say upon this subject when describing th 
ProTince of Sao Paiilo. Suffice it now to remark that this pa 
of the Mantiqiieirfl is a Sanitarinm, lying at the easy distance 
thi'ee days' trip from Rio de Janeiro, ^•i& the D. Pedro Segund 
Kailway and the Valley of tlie Soutlieni Farahyba, 

Tlie Abb6 Cazal calls the central and symmetrical i-anj 
" SeiTft do Mantiqueiro." Dr. Couto very properly terms it "Ser 
Grande;" its peaks, the Itabii-a, the Itambe, and tlie Itacolun 
not to mention the Itatiaiossu, exceed in height all others in tl 
Empire, except those visited by Gardner in tlie SeiTa do Mar nei 
Rio de Janeiro. Tlie popular name which appeals upon our map 
and which is being adopted by the Brazilians, is Serra do Espi 
ha^o* or Range of the Spine-bone. This generalization is, 
believe, the work of the Baron von Eschwege, who in the las 
genemtion commanded the Cordis of Imperial Engineers at Oun 
Preto, and who has written extensively uijon the geography and 
mineralogj' of the country. But the so-called Espinhaijo is not 
the spine of the Brazil generally, although it may be tliat <dt 
Minas Geraes. A nearer approach to a true Chai-pente dorsals 
woidd be the Ranges da Mantiqueira, dos Vertentes, and da 
Canastra ; the Mata da Corda and the great ridge to the west of 
tlie Rio de Sao Francisco, known to maps as tlie Sen-a da Tiriricft i 
and da Tauatinga.t Noi-tli of S, lat. 11° it forks into the so^ 
called Serra da Borboreraa, trending to the north-east a 
Serra dos Ceroados, diverging to the nortli-west. 

The word "Mantiqueira," also written and pronounci 
" Mantiguira," is still unjudged. Usually it is translal 
" lath'oeira," robbeiy, and is supposed to be local patois. Soi 
derive it from " Manta," a (woollen) "cloak," and figuratively 
"trick" or "treachery." In the early half of the preeei 



• Not " Sicmi Kipcnhnjo " (Hcrsclitl, 
TJiysicn] acographj, 2Bt). 

f Often mid oiroDBouBly written " Tabu- 
tings," vbich wnnld agaitj litenll; tho 
vhite wigwnm, and which the XKctionories 
render liy " raioko." The Tnpj "tunii" 
heenm M be the Mine voni an " tagai " or 
" bigoi," which FigueiiB trHDHlntai " Latrro 
vennijlho" — red argil ; whilst "linen" in 
white. It in a pure white, or riightly yol- 



hut moro often pure, tho degndation „ 
felspar, And it has hvon iniataken bj I 
foroignerB for oholk : whon limestDne ii 
daljcieiit, it ie still HKd as wbilewaah. ^« 
older writ«i« define it to lie ihe "wunda 
crdo " of Sitinaj, a hardened, argillaoeoia I 
lithomarge. In ISOO, a certun JiAoMaaw J 
Pereira made, wo are told, works of act I 
frem the ma,t£rial found at the l«eto df I 
ScntiucUa, near Bio de Janeiro. 
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FROM JDIZ DE PORA TO BARBACEXA. 

; iry it was a name of feai-, as Apenuines and Abmzzi are 

L yet. OKI travellers are full of legends about its banditti, 

': mule-troopers still sbudder at the tales told around their 

.r-fires. The Thugs used to lasso their victims and cast the 

] ^es, duly plundered of diamonds and gold dust, into the 

ipt.st "canons "and ravines: there is a traditiou that one of 

!■ Golgothas was discovered by a fast-growing tree wliich bore 

■liile by way of fruit. The guard assm'ed me that when the 

: road was made, treasure was found in several places. The 

-; noted hands in late years were headed by a certain Schin- 

iiiins, " Chefe Guimaraes," a " highly respectable " Poi-tu- 

-y^ of Barhacena : about 1825 he and his familiar Mend, the 

y Pedro Hespanhol, died in jail, -\nother actor in the 

j^dy was the Padre Joaquini Arruda, a rich man and well 

lUC'cted in this part of the Pro™ice. The fidua Achates, who 

. t-}-where stood by his Fra Diavolo, was one Joaquim Alves 

S&iao Beijii, properly called Cigano Beiju, or Gipsy Manioc 

Cake.* The Reverend "Pvue" (Kuta graveolens?) came in 

1831 to a bad end after some seven years of successful villany ; 

Mded by his gipsy, he escaped from piison, hid himself in a cave 

near S. Jose de Parahyba, and was shot down by the detachment 

tlmt pm-sued him. 

Iliit " Mantiqueira " is now shorn of its terrors, and very 
:.(fifnl ai-e the slate-blue summits which meet our sight. At 
iiase we find the Half-way House, "Pedro Alves," where 
normal breakfast, not, alas ! "blessed pullets and fat hams" 
ited ns. I will at once observe that neither gourmand nor 
f;<immet should visit tbe South American interior, especially the 
Highlands of the Brazil. 

Befreshed with the " quantum interpellat," such as it was, we 
dashed down a steep, winding hill, where Godfrey remembered a 
broken arm and tlie guard two £i-actured ribs. Every hollow in 
the road made our vehicle buck-jump like taking a brofik, and 
tiie swing and sway and the heaving to and fro as we rounded the 
corners equalled any Brighton coach in the early days of railways. 
The high wind prostrates bamboos near the road, and the wicked 



of Kg)T«iiino : in fart, sjunnymooB with 
" Qitono, " Many Rnglinh residuntji of 
long Etnnding ignore tho oiMcbWi^ ^^'MSk 
in Itie Unuil. 
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littk muleB gave us tlie worst taste of tlieir quality. We crosa 
the Rio do PiiiLo, one of the lieadwateis of the Rio daa Mere 
da Pomba, which feeds the Lower Paiahiba, and drains t] 
Eastern Mantiqueii-a. At tlie foot of the latter is the lit) 
cotmtritied town " Joao Gomes," with palm-growa stjuare, croj 
fronted church, and Hotel da Ponte. 

As we near the ascent water becomes again plentiful ; here it 
said to rain or to drizzle every second day. This Brazilii 
Westmoreland sucks drj' the sea-born clouds, and does its test 
make the Fai- ^^'est an ai'id waste. After sundiy preliminaii 
of subrange and outlying buttress, we breast the slope tl 
measures about foui' miles and occupies an hour. M. Li 
prematurely wi'ote, " lea ingenieurs de la Compagnie Union 
Industrie ont trouve uu bon passage dans la Serra da Maul 
queura," but he confesses to not having seen it. The facing 
easterly, fronting the weather, and exposed to the full force of 1 
nortli- eastern and south-eastern Trades, water-logged from t 
Atlantic. However, the Commission lately sent under comnuU 
of the late Mr. Jolm ^Vhittaker, C.E., has found a pass of 
gradients and mthout the main fault of tlie present seanafl 
fronting line. 

Gneiss and granite, thickly banded with reins of clear i 
smoky quartz, composed the under strata. The surface was 
usual rich red clay, ferruginous with degraded mica and felapsi 
the cuttings showed boulders and " hard heads," peeling liie 1 
coats of an onion. Greenstone blocks appeared, especially ii| 
rising ground, but not in situ. When the sun shone, misi 
fragments of silveiy mica sparkled with a wonderful glitt 
Caldcleugh foimd near the summit the old red sandsto 
between which and the new red, the cai-boniferous formations 
the Brazil are, I believe, mostly found. This would argue I 
we are now west of the great coal formation, which has I 
traced with intervals between Bage of liio Grande do Sul (S. 
31° 80") and the Province of Pemanibuco (S. lat. 8° lO)," 
this he the case, tlie country between the Mantiqueira Range 
the coast line must be explored for carbonic deposits. 

The deep mud, sticky as coal tar, and engulfing our wheel^ 

ji- * 1 do ncit pretenil to fix tlie limita, the Colonimtion au BrMl. BnixellM, ' 
■ :_i .L- .__. >__.. a!readj Biipplioil clin[i. 1 0> has wdl dewribed tha oo»l 1 



M. Oh«riw YftB Led« (Dek 



it SMta Okthulu. 
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FROM JX'IZ DE F6ltA TO BAnBACE.VA, 



I Huf hnb, (lisnioanteii all tlie men, wlia tried some short cuts and 
I EQlfefed accordingly. As we ascended, two crj*stal streams gushed 
rt of the clay starps on our right, aiid had been converted into 
ntains by some fhiiritable aoul who probably knew what tliii'st 
tnd who piticil tliirsty man and beast. At the summit we 
kd through a pool of ulush, and the team — all the kick was 
I taken oiil of it — halted witli quivering flanks, streaming 
k and prone muzzles. An opportuue rock slab inrited U3 to 
land be tlinnkful for the panorama. 

Be are now at the eastern culDiinating plateau-point of the 
lian Highlands, and from this radiate tlie headwater valleys 
I iTie Ptinihyba do Sul, the Rio Doce, and tlie Parana, which 
• limes the miglity Plata. Below us lay the land mapped out 
ii>.' an infinity of feature that ranged through the (luailrant from 
inJi-east to south-west. There was the usual beautiful Brazilian 
■ [spective, tier after tier of mountain, hill, hillock, rise, and 
HI horizon, whose arc was dotted with the forms familiar to 
lij de Janeiio — sugar loaves, hunchbacks, topsails, and parrots'- 
.ikd. The clothing of the earth was " Capoeii'a," or second- 
■:-"wih forest*, so old that in parts it appeared almost virginal; 
I ■' colours were hlack-gi-een, light-green, hrown-green, blue- 
1 1.11, blue and azure in regular succession, whilst the cloud- 
iti bes gathering before the sun mottled the landscape with a 
i.irbling of shade — ti-avellers from tlie teniperates prefer this 
lixture of grey to the perfect glor}' of tlie day-god. On the 

I bare no o]iiiuuii to olTsr upon Uio nibject. 
Tb« worii "Ciipoeim" is dorited from 
"CaiAo" (p)utal. "Ciipaea"), leorruptwl 
Tnpj wonl In Portngal it nuAOa ac&poti ; 
iu the Uracil it u deiiTed from Cat-poun, 
a linah inlnnd, either on hill or plain ; 
"CuA," & biidh, >nd "poim" or "piiam," 
from " aiHvun, " autio, and oil), a globe, a 
liall, on igland, nlso round, KTeliin^, It ia 
admlrftblj rleBcrip^Te of tbo feature wiuuli 
in cloadoil Luutaniaa ia tcnnod illi& >la 
mat", mouta or muitu ; in Pronch, bouquet 
Je Imia: and inCiuiadiBD Bneliali " mutte." 
Thus "CaiKieini" b oiipoiiiKl to nuta, 
malagnl, ntaUi TJrgem, nutu litgem, imd 
in Tuijy to Cau-ttt. This voulil be lite- 
rally tbo "™rT"or " the firgin forait, ■' 
"dt" being a panicle which aogmenbi 
And prolnDgH the aignilittttiDn of its xib- 
Btiuitiie, aa Aba, a man, Aba-etA a true or 
great man. Caa-ot* nuderijoing iligbt nl(«- 
rnlioOB. ax Caelht, Outh4. and eo Conb, U 
tUa muuD «f miwy finudliwi wttlcmenta. 



' Aa in Intertropical Africa so in the 

i-'l1. irLeQ tba lirgin foruet ia filled, a 

'~<'ical i^wthj more Hhmbbj and of 

. r^er colom', mtbcr herliaceonH thun 

.'.'^loa. takes ita phuw. The eye wion 

. I rja ta disttD^oiah betveen the two, and 

I'nujlian farmor ever confoimda them. 

cij)^ la darker, and mare gloomy ; 

": it lew ondergrawth, tho ground is 

..nor, and tbe Uianaa are toi^, mom 

'u<?niini and mrrre DXifnL Th« wood that 

list ila Titginity la far richer in flowera 

< ! fruiia, in Urchida and Bromvliae. Soma 

' >uisla bcUered that the germs were 

I ten for cooDtlea Mnturiea in the airil ; 

■It ttM tho seed* uro tranaportsd by 

[1.1 and tbe animal creation, whioh ap- 

. .r% more pmbublo. 'Hiia MMoud growth 

..Itod *' Oapoeim." and when old "Ca- 

into," an incremenCatJTe form; Capo- 

I iihn rocona that It ia fflUTig. It ia said 

. a ntua- many yean the cluunflcriatic 
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Bouth-west a long high wall of light plum-colour, streaked wid 
purple and capped with a bhie-yeUow sheet, which might be 
or stone, fixed the glajioe. This is tlie Serra da Ibitipoca* 
coimterfort of great " Mantiqueira," trending from uorth-nortb 
east to Houth-south-west, On its summit there is, they saj; 
a lakelet, and in the lakelet fish. The mountain tama are vei 
common in the Highlands of the Bmzil ; they may be met wi) 
even on the blocks that rise from the Maritime lowlands.^ 

I puslied on, detemuned to spare the mules, and reached 
dwarf basin, where dai-k mien slate and tufaceous formationf 
announced a change of countiy. Obiter, it may be remarkt 
that the Brazil is rich in turbaries, wliich have never yet bet 
used for fuel. As the turf is mostly modem, it must go tlirough 
a certain process, especially of compression ; and the late Mr. 
Ginty, C.E., of Rio de Janeiro, took out a patent for workinj 
the beds. At this place, 4000 feet above sea level, 
hut protected a few roadside squatterst from the burning sun axii 
the biting wind. A short slope Jed to the great descent. The 
Boil was still deep black earth, decayed vegetable matter, the dnst of 
extinct forests forming peat. In the rains it becomes a tenaeiouq 
mire, in the dries a stiif cakey ciaj-, which severely tries < 
trusty English coach-springs. Half-way down hill I found wl 
suggested the wooden cart of Northumberland in the middle ot 
the last centuiy. It had ten yoke of oxen, and the men, armi * 
with the usual goads, huge spur-rowels at the end of perches ti 
feet long, had spent tlie day in pricking, cursing, and lafhiug tl 
laggers over the one league up the Serra. 

At " Joae Roberto " the road became dry ; we are now ; 
a lea-land. The new mules kept up a hand gallop to " Nasd 
mento," a pretty "venda" in a dwarf plain or hollow, krighl 
with the greenest grass, tall waving Coqueiro palms, and tbi 
glorious mauve-pink bracts of the BougainvUleag (B. braailiensiflj 
which in Minas becomes a tree. 






infon 



t eii>laiD9 this to meAn 
, , , 'it vade " (tipoc*). The 
deri*»tioo ijuwan faLciful. "Jby" tu ■ 
nils laeam "eartt." Iby-tiis ■ hits or 
moonlKin nug^ and Ib;-tin cua, a valley. 
Few meaiu tu buFEt. 

t For iuEtBiicc, llabaiana in Sirgip«. 
t^ Moiuemle billa behind Santos, SOo 
Ault^ aaii ia w 



«hii>h will Ifa mentioned. We idsen 
Che Witrh'h Well that never dries <m ' 
gnnicic Bracken or Bieckebeig, the Iri^ 
[loint oi the North QBrmau EbftSi 

t "MumloreB," iitemlljr dwellen. 

I The Prince Mat »riUs Bag) ' 
nnd Biiginvillica (i. GS). 
Gardner Bugtmillea, "hieh 
a linJa tba mim ot Uw 
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crest, and at 



After rtinuing eight miles from the Mantiqiieii-a crest, and at 
t!if twelfth from our destination, we make the Borda do CaLnpo or 
IMl^e of the Prftiric (ground)." A similar name and nature, is 
■id near Siio Paulo, tlie city; there, however, lheCam))u begins 
-<.■ to the Maritime Range, while here tlie Mantiqueim inter- 
nes. I fitrioiisly compared first impressions: in Minas the 
liiJil is mure broken into deep hollows, glens, and ravines ; and 
:'!■: '■ cnpiles " or patches of forest are of superior importance. 
I iitinor chnrneteristics I must reserve for another Chapter. 
The dry season was now at its height, and the countiT looked 
!ii and torpid with drowth. We caught a far sight of Barba- 
ttna, with its church -towers fretting the summit of a high dark 
ridge to the north, already purpling in tlie slanted rays of the 
situ. The situation at once suggested Sao Paulo, and we again 
breathed tiie cool, clear, light air of tlie Phiteau, a tonic after the 
bamid heat of the Mautiqueiran ascent. Large Fazendas lay 
Bcattfired about : we were struck by the appearance of those 
called Campo Verde and Nascimento Novo. 

Oar eightli team, fine white mules for the run in, awaited us at 
Registro Velbo. It is the first of the trio which, in colonial 
times, awaited the hapless wayfarer from Minas Geraes to the 
Beuboard. The building is a large white affair of a nide wooden 
style ; its ancient occupation is now gone, and it has found new 
tDdnstries. The " Gold troops " from the Anglo-Minaa mines 
•IwB^'s night here, avoiding the city streets, where they lose tJieir 
Bh(«sand spend tlieir money ; the pastm'e, however, is execrable. 
The proprietor, "Capitao"* Jose Rodriguez dii Costa, lodges 
travellers in his own independent way, turning them out if tliey 
gmrable at high charges. Before visiting the several Companies, 
on« marvels that they cannot combine to set up an establishment 
t>f their own. The captain, however, is trustworthy, or rather, 
being a wealthy man, he is much trusted. 
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Hei-e is a manufactory of cigarros,* celebrated from KUiias to 
Eio de Janeiro. Two rooms coiitoiii tLe workpeople, men and 
women, and there is one cutter to each half-a-dozen roUere. The 
maize leaf is used instead of paper, a custom directly derived 
from the aborigines. " Aprfes qn'ils ont cueilli le i>etem" 
(tobftcco-leaf),f says De Lery of the Tupinambas (p. 200), " et, 
par petite poignee, peudu et fait secher en leiirs maisons, ils en 
prenueiit quatre ou cinq feuilles qu'Us enveloppent daus une 
Buti'e grande feuille d'arbre en fa^on de cornet d'epices ; mettant 
atom le feu par le petit bunt et le mettant ainsi allume dans leur 
bouche, ils en tirent de cette facjon la funiee." The tobac< 
strong, and the "pinch of snuff rolled up in a leaf" soon cakes 
and nnist be uurolled and rerolled before it will draw. A large 
bundle may be bought for a shilling, and yet the profits of thfl 
establishment are about 160/. per mensem. Holl-tobaceo, as w 
rule, in the Brazil is good, and this is remarkably good. 

Tlie next stage crosses the Hio do Registro Velho, a feeder of 
the Hio das Mortes — the River of the Murder-Deaths. I We are 
now, therefore, in the South Brazilian basin of the Parang, 
PoTf^uay, and Plata rivei-s. Turning from tlie main road to 
the right we pass the wretched little colony " Jose Ribeiro. 
A landowner of that name sold the ground to the " Union and 
Industry," and the latter established a settlement of Germans. 
The only decent house was that of tlie Director. And now 
appeared the beginning of the end in a bittock of fine smooth 
macadam laid down by the Company. It was like rolling over 
a billiard table, and we galloped up it with a will, the breath of 
the mid-winter evening biting our faces imd feet. 

It was almost dark when we entered the city of Barbacena, 
which looked as lively as a mighty catacomb, and we depoaited 



* The PortugueBe cigarro ia a cigareWe, 
the agar (a SinghaleBe word) being colled 
"Ctutrlito," wheacfl oar clieroot. 

t The tobacco plant and leaf, in the 
Tupy tongue, is callnd pet6in, pelunie. or 
petj. Henca the comi|rtcd [jopular Bra- 
illian tcord " Fitar." to smoke. It u 
cnrioiu that the Fortiigueu nhould appl; 
the weed which Euroiie hai deriTid from 
the Tobago-pipe to snuff only, and reduce 
tobaiioo lo the vague generic word "fuiuo." 

h b UBUoUy OHUttad that Bnuitiui In- 
bocco oonlaioi. like that of the Havuinith, 
only 2 per cent, of nicaloDO, a tittle looie 
thiui Tnrkuh and Syrian ; vhilit that of 



irginia aveiagea from 6 tr 
the pnidBcD of Lot-^0<^ 
ronnCf &c, 7 per cent. Ah yet oxperiiuenta 
have been made, 1 beliere, only with that 
grown atwut BbIuh. Both in Sio Paolo and 
Minas there are local Tarietiea of Ota " ludy 
herb," whoscbeadineBjijijggeiitaa far Imji ~ 
proportion. 

+ The origin of th« ill-omened luune w 
prewntiy be explained. Mr. WalA (O, 
23G) calla the Rio do Hcgistro Velho, " U« 
das Mortes," which it is not, the bw* 
courae only being thng known. Bn« 9 
M-na that the well-hoiuted traTelter anflerat 
hiu terrible comical fright abont nothing, ^^ 



vnnu juiz i>e fora to babbacena. €9 

111 alil Iftily and her innumerftble parcels, with the slave gijis and 
; ■ ir moiUitrth, before we couhl stretch our crajiiped legs at the 

■ iibatenenge Idh. Sr. Hercidiino Ferreira Pa«s, the owner, had 

■ ii:li>rtnnately seen better days; he evinced it by ^ving us in 
i pferfect courtesy, sadly misplaced, not ilinner hut a damnable 
I iteration of excuses. " The house was not worthy of us — ^we were 
ksneh great personages — the town was sn wretchedly poor — tlte 
^^^tole were such perfect barbni'ians." His sons were palpably 
^^Bre their work, they received every order under tacit protest, 
^^n they prospected us as their grandeu-es might have prospected 

^ (m Miiwe, who, in 1809, visited " Barbasinas." • But food 
■ me nt Inst, ami we found even the odious Spanish wine goo<l. 
I he sleeping rooms were small, the beds were grahals, tlie air 
■ i-i nipping, and the street dogs barked perniciously. Yet we 
-'.■■]>t the sleep of the just. It wjts a weight off one's shoulders 
'lit day of stage coaching, which had been uncommonly heavy 
[ imh the nervous collar. 

* Tills enor is unforluiMtelj rcillnwcl l,j tliut escelleiit geographer, M. BaJbL 




CHAPTER VT. 

THE CAMPOS OE BRAZILIAK PRAIRIES. 

The clouds, 
The mists, the shadows, light of golden suns, 
Motions of moonlight, oU come hither, Unicfa 
And bave ua answer— hither come and sha[ic 
Id InnguBg^ not ouwelcomo to aick hearta 
And idle spirits. WirrAimriA. 

Till; wiHil Cuiiipo' — L-aiiipiis — is fitly trnnalated Prairie. The 
foriiifitioii, liowuver, is not aii elevated plain, like the " gow 
eefts" of the Orinoco, the irksome steppea of Tartarj-, o 
great flats uf Russia and Poland, dead levels of lakes and m<K 
passes ; nor in this parallel does it resemble the rolling upland 
of Kansas and the trans- Miasiasippian territories. In the Orienh 
Brazil it in a surface of rounded summits between 3(l0 and 6 
feet h^h, generally of ungentle grade, and disposed without regi 
larity, not in gigantic sweeps and billows like tlie broad swells i 
Cape seas. Each eminence is separated from its neighbour by 
rift or valley, deep or Bhallow hollows which may often have bee 
lakes, generally forested, and during the rains bottomed ■ 
swamp or stieiim. In the Province of Sao Paulo the soriacet 
nionticles has a lower profile and sometimes falls into the sent 
blance of a plain, whereas Minas has rarely, except in her ri' 
lines, sufficient level ground for the site of a city. This si 
of the heights and sbaUowing of the depths continne progreS 
fiively and nnintemiptedly thiough the I'rovince of Parani, 



* In the Far West tbose feat\irea tn oiled 
Csmpog flBraas or QeDBnil PUmn, often 
■bbrevCileil to "Qeraes." Ths woni a 
snpposed to oxpreia tbeir fitueai (nr agei- 
Gultnni ud stook-breeiliiig in general. 
Aontlicr modifiistion of the Cwnpo iti the 
Tuboleiro {lable-ground}, which wheu very 
iuye kwomei a "ChapadB" ' - 



In Vol. II. Chajj. 8, I hare 
between the T^ibolsiro cobetto and 
Tnboleiio devimlwlo. The ' ' Campina 
a tittle formBtion in tlie Taboleini, gi 
rally a alopo towards wotor, when 
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rexches its maximum in the Pampas and Llanos, the naked or 
iiiistle-clad landes of the south. 

The Campos form the thii-d region of this portion of the Brazil, 
ring westward of the Maritime Serra and the Beira-mar or coast 
i-rtuntf)'. It is ft sedimentary and stratified plateau 2000 to 2500 
fiset high, subtended to the east or seaward by the great unstrati- 
fied and plutonic ranges, which average in height from 3000 to 
4000 feel. In one place Gardner found the Organ Mountains 
7900 feet above summit level, and thus in this section of the 
Bracil, aa in Zanzibarian Africa, the summit line is not in the 
interior but near the coast.* Moreover, the mountains do not 
attain the altitude of those in Greece {8250 feet). Here we enter 
Qpon the vast Itacolumite and -Itaberite formations which charac- 
terize the niomitain chains of the interior, and which streti-h, 
with intervals, to tlie Andes. The floor is of hypogeneous crys- 
bftlline rocks, granite, and syenites, which in rare places protiTide, 
will which are mostly seen where the beds of great rivers have 
(III away the upper deposits. Thus, to quote no other instance, 
in the Nile Valley, 400 miles long by 12 of breadth, granite forces 
its way at the Cataracts tijrough the limestones and sandstones ; 
in Unyamwezi I found enoiinous outcrops of Plutonic breaking 
Ihrongh tlie Neptunian rocks. M. du Chaillu (2nd Exp. chap. xv. 
p. 292,) describes the same at " Mokenga " in Ishogo-land, about 
160 direct miles from the West African Coast. 

Resting, here conformably tliere unconformably upon this nn- 
' dating basis, cr>'staUine and stratitied, both in the interior and 
M the coast, are, as natural gashes and artificial cuttings prove, 
L.-ers of pebbles, chiefly quartz, now water-rounded, then sharp 
itid Bitgular, lying in level or wavy bands and seams, as if depo- 
:[.'d by still waters and by ice action.t Supeijacent, again, ia 
tile deep, rich clay which mokes the BrnzH, like Africa, an Ophir, 



* Ths Ttad&innii », u T have ahawn, 
tmuadenblj highn i but at tbst paioi 
llu Msntiqaoini is also nenr tbo cna«t. 

't The glacialuU •rill racognisa in thU 
nut ol llui waaj tanta of drift iifaencmieaa. 
t>n>)»blj UiD oune will be fouad in the 
giim\ Uwn ot Centra] iDtertropiml 
AMok *>tli a Umieaef of gltcitl ai:tioii 
hiwmnl* tlifl Bqaator, tud the luin^ re- 
■adiablii contiiimtj. la the Bmiil the 
rJsR mxd iiiurli itn immetiniea ln.iecl u[>oii 
■awf, abieh iceiiui l« be Ereiih [ruia the 
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I a red land, ocLraceous, liighlj- femigiuous, bomngeneous, ( 
[ almost unstratified, on«e a past* of saiid and argile with pebbles 
I and bouldeis acatterud iniliscriminately through the deposit. 
The surface is siliceous and argiUaceous, iwor uid yellow, sc&ntf 
in humus, and thinly aprcad with quartz and eandatoneg most]/ 
' containing iron. Tliis formation happily sccui-es them from t 
^ terrible dust-atoi-ms of Asia and Africa. 

The first sight of tliese Campos reminded me strongly of Cgogs 
I in Eastern Africa, the arid lea region robbed of its rain by tj 
I mountains of dripping Usagara. Then tlie analogy of the de* 
' Tated trough formation of Inner Africa* witli the Brazilian 

plateau suggested itself. The main point of difference i 
I glance at auy map will show it— tint the vast lacustrine r^<m 
of the parallel continent is here imperfectly represented, (he 
drainage slope of South America is moi'e regular, its " Continental 
basins " have no great rock fissiu-es like the Tanganyika bed, no 
vast hollows like those of the Victoria Nyanza. Thus the main 
arteries find in tliis wra of the world uninterrupted way to tba^ 
ocean, and thus in South America, whose mountains and riverai 
equal or rather excel those of all other continents, there t 
no lakes, while Nortli America and Africa, with their sweet-v 
inland seas and Nyanzas, have comparatively stunted Cordilleru.: 
The lake in this coimtry becomes the Pantannl or flooded Savannab, 
grounds watered by inimdations, and often, like XaiAyis and Ube* 
rtiba, mere enlargements of gi-eat rivei-a, tranquil and shallow sheeta 
where submerged bush and dro\vned forests form bouquets of 
verdure, where the dry tracts, like the little prairies in tlie dark 
seas of the African jungle, show charming fields sprinkled with 
flowers, hearing tlie palm and tlie magnolia ; and where floating 
ialanda ai-e hound together in impassable tangle with aquatic and 
Bemi-aquatic plants, I'ontiderias and Polygoniaa, Malvaceie, Con- 
volvulaceie, PortuUrias, tall Sacchara, and the rice known as Arro« 
de Pantanal (Orj-zaparaguayensis).f These swamps support a con' 
Biderable population of canoe-men, and have been sung by the 



* H. du Oh^lu fannil b Aatutngn-lanil, 
on tbe Wert A-frican uonat, a range riiiuiiug 
tuna the nartfa-weat-by-irGat hi Bouth-eost- 
b7-««Bt, upwards of 3u00 feet in height, 
ud dividing the wat«ra that Bvw to tho 
octaa from Uiow trending to the interior, 
and that eiactlj corrva|ionding with L'sa- 



gam, I also obeervod their conldnanl 
till! course of the Congo Vjtvt. 

t TUoao wrilcre are in error "ho daiw 
ri<% from AtiiA. A spedea ginWB wiU 
in Contra! Africa at in Central South Am 
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- Is of the Brazil. Tlicy fomi a cliamcteristic feature of the 
iiTil regions in Soiitlicm Ajuerica. 

\ trptciU feutiire in these Prairie lands is that ivhich Miiias 

Jis " esbtirrtmcadi)," and Sao Putilo " vossoroca." * At first 

_lii it appears as if a pigantic mine had been sprung. It is 

rliiT natural or Hrtificial, imd an unprai-tiaed eye can hardly 

i~ringiush between Nature and Art. The former is generally, if 

t always, the effect of rain-water percoLiting through the 

ij lace into a stratum of subjacent sand or other material that 

I Ilia a reservoir ahove the ground rock in situ. Presently the 

I 'Tight creates a vattuum; heavy rains then choke the enlarged 

inty, and at hist the hill aide, undermined to the foundation, is 

lidenly shot forward by the water pressure witli tlie irresistible 

ive of an emption, Iea\-ing a huge UTcgular hollow cone, some- 

in'S shallow, HometJmes deep, like the crater of an extinct 

■li'ano. Katal accidents have hajipened from these earthen 

. diindies, which are not unknown to the British islands ; t and 

m 1866 several houses near Petropolis were buried by huge 

irogmeuts measuring sevei-al thousand cubic feet. After the fall 

a perennial stream generally issues from the water breach, 

causing a long fracture of the lower level, and creating a valley 

where before there was nothing but a mountain. The weather 

transforms the irregular gash into a quarry with a circular head, 

and thus in time a considerable portion of the high ground is 

swept down into the hollows, wliich centuries will convert to 

levels. Some of these landslips are " alive," that is to say in 

process of enlargement ; they are known by their watery bottoms : 

their " death" is caused by grass, shrubs, and trees, whose roots 

■nd rnin- dispersing hea<ls arrest the ^'owth. 

These vast fissures, opening into highlj' irregular glens and 
ravines, have in some places made the Province of Minas a 
•accession of impasses which time only can bridge. Nothing can 

Kore interesting to the traveller than the puckerings and the 
bnTMDctdo, " brokoD into % pre- 
npitw," frem Bamnco, a precipice, a 

' t IiboIl " Vc«ar6cs "is * local term uib vsudiiid or cam; m (onneu hoewwr 

iImm hclloVB : henoe tlio iuuub »f tlia tlio jiait wiriAix tuiil tfa« gmvclly Kub- 

;; "Satoain." once ftelebtMeil for ita Btmtiun. Tbe lute i<xi<lent at Sauln 

u^ut'i fur. C&ha or -itba termiiuU denotes Lucia (Naples) wns aito pMtl^r ilua to tbe 

' ■ The preMure of the mnJy »il »woilon Uj fru- 

cnara qucnt rains anil riKkoil bj eon^nnkl uuth- 
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spiiie-like processes, the vast aretes, the fantastic spires, and thfl 
florid omaraentation of a G-othic cathedraJ sprinfrfng from UiO 
vertical or slopinf^ sides of these water- breacJies, whose angles are 
determined by tlie nature of tlie subsoil. They ai-e best t 
from below, and they reminded me of a section of a Desere^ 
" Kaiiyon." The hues too are vivid as the forma are varied ; i 
the colours of the rainbow are there, flashing with ({UhiIz and 
mica, the detritus of ancient rocks. The walls ai-e banded wit! 
colours resulting from decomposed metals : dark purple, from 
chromes and oclires ; a rich red with pulverized seaqiuoxide 
iron, green with copper and pyrites, yellow with hydrate of ire 
snowy white with decomposed felspar, silver-coloured with talcoae 
schist, blue and violet with oxides of manganese, dark browq 
with carbonized tur^' deposits, charged with ulmic and humid 
acids, and variegated with kaolins hard and soft.* We soon leant 
to distinguish the artificial feature. + The soil of the latter is th< 
auriferous dark red limonite ; rubbish heaps and spoil banks ol 
pebbles and conglomerate show that the miner has been at work, 
and frequently there are ruins of houses within easy distance. 

The vegetation of these high grassy lands offers a wonderful 
contrast to tlie dense forests of the seaboard and tlie Serra, whert 
the visible horizon may often be touched by the hand. Thil 
singular fecundity of vegetable matter, this " plica of growth," 
apt to deceive tlie stranger by suggesting an excessive fertiliq 
luid deptit of soil. J If he will penetrate into the " lush," he v 
find the true roots running along the surface so as to feed upoB 
every possible inch of shallow humus, and tlie shallow radical disk) 
of the prostrated giants show that no tap-root has been able td 
strike down into the ferruginous argile of the huge red clay heapn 
and mounds, whose core of blue gneiss often lies within a fen 
feet of the ground. And when these trees, perhaps the produd 
of a century, and forced by a hot-bouse atmosphere, with rain a 
Biin ad libitum, are unce felled, they are i'oUowed, as has been sai<(| 



' " The red clny " \liiini vennellia) in 
the preKDix u( Ptttanii: Duitl«rs, prinni&tl; 
ileoomiHiBeii planln, liecomea lilnrfc or blue, 
bf tlui partial de-oijdatiDD of ths red 
perDudo of iron that pawm into dark 
pomxide. If the red cIb; Iw in contact 
vith water, the peroxide chaneea to the 
jbIIow hydrate, and thud under tho in- 
Saence ef carhoDK, ^ironounceg the white 



Tan&tingB. The gnuiite-daj>, 
may be lively red, yellow, white, Dloa, 
Majik, anil 1>y their mixtiin roHet 
brown." " DewmpoaigSo doa Fentdo* 
VotG. 8. Je Capanenia. 3ia, iit 
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THE r.vsiros or BRAZILIAX PRAIRIK'*. 7.1 

(cond growth of paler, yellower verdure, wiiit.Ii at once 
lie poverty of the soil. 

s oUier bund, the Caiiipo, apparently a Leap of stone and 

jited grass, inhabited principally by arinadiltuB and termites, 

'[it to snggest the idea of stubborn sterility, which is fni' from 

'.!'• the case. I have not yet seen in the Brazil what Mr. 

\ ird Taylor calls tlie " spontaneous production of forests from 

[lie huid." Botanists and travellers, moreover, do not agree 

■at the original clothing of the countr}' ; some believe tbnt it 

ilwAVS baiTen of timber ; othei's that it was in old days a 

Bval forest. The truth lies probably between the two 

uee. Doubtless, as about the Upper Congo and the Praii-iea 

B Missouri, much of this Campo-land has been forested ; but 

MS, especially near the towns, have been fired or felled. 

i tlie rainfall, piirtly aiTested by the weatbei-word Serras, has 

II further diminished ; the streams, so abundant to the eastward, 

i f shrunk and diied up ; whilst the gales, finding no blocks or 

"cns to oppose them, have increased in violence. The annual 

riiings. here about Augnat, intended to net as manure to pro- 

!■ e a succedaiienm for salt, and to promote the gi-owth of 

ing pasture, destroy the soil, and leave nothing alive but the 

iTudoB,* stunted and gnarled trees, with coriaceous foliage and 

I'erous bark, which after a course of ages have learned to 

~i^t the flames, the sun. the rain, the cold, the dew, the frost, 

hail, the di-ougbt. In I'iauliy and the northern provinces the 

' iiLipo is either '■ Mimoso " or " Agreste" — comely or couthless; 

the former Las annual grasses, tender, juicy, and pliant; the 

latter, which is probably a natural featm-e, is known by its coarse, 

wiry produce. The soil greatly affects the vegetatiou. Often, 

travelling over the BrazUiau Campo, we cross a short divide, Emd 

find on the failher side that the gronlh assumes almost a new 

^flies, without diiference of frontage or other apparent cause. 

^^K everj-where in the Campos, however barren, there are rich 

^^Boms admirably fitted for tlie cultivation of corn and cotton, 

^^^|ft« Partagnese C«milo is a ganlen or 
^^^Btatn; the BnuilJHn Certtt'lo | vhcn 
^^■bUt oHeA Cemdllo) U defined to be 

^raan ;" the Spanish CljAjipiLral, whifh 
Humboldt denTFfl from a tree culted Cha« 
[uira ; and both are Applied to the forms- 
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1 most of them Cftpoes ■ or tree clumps flourisL upon tlii 
slopes, where they are sheltered trom the wind and extend alunj 
the margins of the streams. Wood, after water the settler's primi 
want, will still last here for many generations. 

Let us now east a glaTioe at the vegetation as it appears upoi! 
the Borda do Campo. The first remark is that the Campo if 
Bo poorly clad as the Llauo, the Pampa, and especially the 
Steppe : it will be sufficient here to mention the most promineal 
tj^ies. 

The Cerrados or scrub, 10 or 20 feet high, and not unlike 
■ " hazels and crah-apple trees and the olives of southern Europe 
are often Acacias and Leguminosie. Such for instance is thfl 
JacarandA do Campo, a Itlimosa, whose wood is little valued ; sucli 
J8 the " Sioupira"+ (Bowdichea major), a straight hard wood usei 
fur axles; the Angico (Acacia Angico), which produces catechu j ani 
the small -foliage d Barbatimao or Barba de Timao (Acacia adstrim 
gens, Vellozo), whose bark is stj-ptic and rich in tannic acid, 
whose leaves are valuable for feeduig the cantharides fly. That 
" antediluvian " growth, the noble and valuable Araucaria (Aj 
imbricata or brasihensis) I, the S. American pine, is seen onli 
near settlements, and is probably an immigi'fmt from Parang 
where it forms primeval forests. The distorted Kqui § (Car^-oci 
braeiliensis) gives an oily mucilaginous fruit, containing a chestni 
eaten in times of famine. The Tinguil! (Magonia glabi-ataj 
St. Uil.) is a useless growth, with a shapeless pendent fruit like 1 
huge fungus. The Tau TciTa and the large-seeded Patfiri supplj 
good charcoal : the bark, leaf, and flower of the latter are usei 
for dyeing black. The Cedro do Campo (?) and various species o 



" Tha evil done bj Ibew bocaget or 
ImuqDiitB de tMu is ttc geiieraljon of ticks 
Mid flies tbst iujuro catUc : but thi* beats 
no proportioii to tbo K^i^■alllafiBS which Uiey 
offer. 

t The niuno is vorioUBlj prououijced ; MO- 
conling to the SjBt. It ia rioh in atrypb- 
nuiD (nrtringeut (iriuciple), mid mneb iu«ti 
iu buiieebuld moclicine (Medidna Ciueini). 

S This Araut^rla miiBt nnt be cunf oDndcil 
viUi tfaa AnudkHa eicelsa at Nurftilk 
kbuid and the Chile jrine. Ever; lu^rt of 
it i* useful, the fruit, the timber, tho tur- 
pentine vliicfa ha* been dikhI m inceimo, 
luid the fibre which wilj be iiHod aa gnus 
clotli. I reaerve a detdUed notiiw or it for 
my deseriptaiin of the Silo I'liulo rr"vini:e. 



John Mawe and Prince Max. do not it 

to huTe hoanl that this pine belongs t i 
more aontberlj Utitad«a than MinBatieraM 
Suuthej wya (i. 110), that the natil 
name is Curijeh, with Uio tnat lylleble ■ 
pirated. It ia properly "cury" or "corj, 
and eoteiB into Uie word Corittlx in Fi 
ruoi. Also the " piue aula " are not I 
hLrgs UB iLcorna, but about thnw timi 

I St. Hil. (III. "■ 2() writ™ Peqni, bl 
prefure I'itgui, as it in an prDnonnceil. | 
Tupif, Fequi uieuis ■ sniidl duck, ■ oii 
nelon. UkrdneT has I'iki, an Ludmitsilli 
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•fld pMilium are also common. There are sevei'ol Solanacete : 
the ia& or Jo4, vulgarly called Mata-cavallo and Rebenta-cavallo 
(iMirst-borse), whose yellow npple resembles the " wild beugan " 
of AfiHca; the Matafonie.* an edible variety with red fruit; and the 
plvasiuit -scented Fmta do Ijobo (Solan um undatum, 8, iycocarpura, 
St-Hil.), suid to be eaten by wolves and to poison crattle. The 
light gre«n fruit, large as a foot-bnll, is used aa a detergent, and 
u DDe of the ingredients of soap. The most valuable tree and 
tlic king of the Cerrados in the Aroeira (Schinus terebinthifolius, 
or Bcliinus molle) : the timber is of excessive hardness, resists 
veatber aduiirably, and takes a fine polish. The leaves are used 
u epispastics, the decoc-tion serves to alleviate rheumatic and 
other pains, and the gum rubbed on ropes preserves them Aom 
decay. The appearance of tlie tree when hung with its bunches 
of nul currants is pleasing, hut the people of the country avoid it. 
Tomuurs in the joints are. tliey say, produced by sleeping under 
it. and the highly sensitive who ]iass beneath it suffer from 
EveUiugs in the face — this happened to the wife of one of my 
friends at Suo Paulo. t Unlike the true forest lands, tlie Serra 
and the Mato Dentro, the trees are mostly deciduous, and when 
tfaey are bare the aspect is tliat of unpleasant nudity. 

The clothing of eai'th near the road is the clumpy tussicky 
,i^H, known as Barha de bode (huckgoat's beai-d, Cheetaria 
■Hens). ViTieu young and greeu, tins Slipea is eaten by cattle; it 

liowever, a sign of poor soil that has been much trampled upon. 

I'im rcdondo and superior grasses grow in the ofiing, and at 

rtiogH, to the Bouth-west of Barbacena, there are, I was told, 
-lid uata as in CaUfornia, which ripen during the rains, and 
which suggest cattle breeding on a large scale.j The hardy 
lucerne of the United States, tlie Alfafa of the Argentine Re- 
f<nh1ic and of Paraud, will some day he tried, and may succeed in 
: .>king first-rate hay. In the hollows we find the tall grass of 



ut or MiWfome — "kill hiingor" — 
U UkMcleugb Iti. 208) cftlla Juui H*- 
E, mnd cuoipana villi ■ jdlow ipmu!- 
Id I>. 210 ha iprnka of M»Uk 
Um (Mll-lume) u "m inuUl liush 
■1 wHb b«ni« ... like a SalMum," 
inn th*t this ptuit 
; k cuttiTttcd rarislj trf it ii a 
. _ « in Uw Prorinm of Sio PauJo, and 
1 MB told tiiat dulilreu — who bare ent 
ii men iidll not —hare oat™ ihe Jui. 



khk. 



t Mr. Wulah (ii. 7fl) found that Khat 
he ini[>|iiMe<l io be an inimBoae flw* uf 
■he«)>, "waa nolbine more than the «ii7 
tufia of a a[ia:igc of wild mta, whow hcud- 
ing headi at a distance muuh more mem- 
Hied a feeding Khreii than the bnnmioti of 
tartar; reaenibled a Umb," Hoftbulouikd 
Ml Arsiia stctilii neai & Joab. 



78 



THE HIGHL— i 



[CBAf. 



Beveral species, called by the people Sapt5 (Sacchariira Sap4 
St. Hil.). It ftppeHTs in richer soils when overworked, or whei 
the groiuid has been often fired. The Samanihaia fern alsi 
which covers a large i>roportion of the prairies, grows under tl 
same conditions. Most of the shrubs and smaller plants ai 
medicinal, aud the people" are well acquainted with their ua 
Besides the tnie and false Chinchonacete, there is the Carapi^,^ 
valuable in chest complaints ; it perfumes the air, as does tiie heath 
like Alecrim do Campo (Lantana inicrojihylla Mart.), a Labiadl 
which entered into " Hringary-water."J The Vaasoura or brooi 
plant (Sida Innceolata), which sujiplies alkali and resembles rag- 
wort, is used as an emollient in infusion and decoction. TIm 
Assa-peixe bmncoj one of the Composites, acts like chamomile 
The aromatic Velame do Campo, " veiling of the prairie," (Crotoi 
fulvus or campestris) is a powerfiil diaphoretic and resolven! 
known to all. In the bushes there are many species of wil( 
Ipecacuanha called Poaya (Cephnelis ipecacuanha). The Labiad" 
known fi-om its shape as Cordao de Trade, " Friar's "Waist-cord 
(Leonotisnepetifolia, Mart.), iaa powerful narcotic. The Composite 
Carqueja (Baccharis, Nardum rusticum. Mart.), with triangular 
elongated leaves and whitish buds at the angles, is a bitter tonic, 
aromatic and antifebrile, much used in German -Brazilian beer. 

I need bai'dly say that nothing can be purer than the per> 
fumed air of these Campos ; its exhilaration combats even tha 
monotony of a mule journey, and the European traveller in tht 
Tropics recovers in it rU his energies, mental and physical. Thd 
mornings and evenings are the perfection of climate ; the nights 
are cool, cleai-, and serene, as in the Arabian Desert without il 
Band. Nor are the prairies deficient in the highest beauties cd 
form and tint. There is grandeiu' in the vast continuous ex- 



• It is the fashion to lieride tho " Cumn- 
doiro " or nmple doctor of Che Braiil ; jct 
from the ilajB of Pisan'e Marcgrof he bu 
taught tlie scjentiiic holaniat what know- 
Iwlge ho leamed fnini the forest people. 
Aa PrinoB Mux. tliows, the latter could 
cure hernia, knew how to cnp and bleed, 
dresKed the moat dangemiu woandB, and 
practiMid the vapour ^th, which like the 
Wood and Su^ne Agoa ui alraoBt uaiTuntal -, 
the latter was effected in tlie usual snvuge 
rmy by heating ■ large stone and by pour- 
ing water upou it. "La mnlade sc pIma 



euBdi pT^ qn'clle put au-dersi 
Icudrait fehauB*C, ne tiinia pan ft tiaiiii]ai4[ 
fortcment par I'eSirt de la vajienr qu'eDl 
recerait, et recauTra la Hant4.'* 

+ Cottairted froui Caa-pia, orpji (heai ., 
liver), a Donjleata, one of Uie rrticacea. 

i Alecrim is derived from the Arali£ 
j>r-JI JJ.&'lJl Kl-iklil el-jabal, " 
" Crown of the Mountain," 

% White " roRst-liBh ;" theKupatorium 1 
BO called, 1 presume, bocauae ekeven « 
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panse fading into the far distance. The eye can rest upon the 
scene for hours, especially when viewing from an eminence, 
whilst it is chequered by the afternoon cloud, whose eclipse seems 
to come and go, and this gives mobility to the aspect, as it walks 
over the ridged surface of the light green or pale golden earth- 
waves, upheaved in the intensely blue atmosphere of morning, or 
in the lovely pink tints of the " afterglow," from the shadowy 
hollows and the tree-clumps glooming below. If we analyse the 
charm, its essence seems to be the instability of the ocean when 
we know that there is the solidity of earth. 



CHAPTER VII. 

Ar BABBACESA. 

Beapirando os Ares limpidc 
A vitt^ao mais nmena 
Da liberal Barbaueua * ' 



?«, Ptiriiaa, vol. i 



, HAPPY iuspiration induced me to call upon Dr. Piera 
Victor Renault of Sierck, Vice-Consul of France, Homoeop&thi 
Physician, Professor of Matliematies, Geographj' and History 
Barbacena. He has spent thirty-four years in the Brazil, '. 
knows by heart the byewaya of Miuaa Geraes, especially about t 
Rivers Paracatii and Doce, and he lias lived amongst and leamei 
the languages of the ii-ildest savagery. He once acted cashier 
the Mono Velho Mine, and between 1842 — 6 he assisted 
Ualfeld in opening the coach-road. He has married a Bruzilia 
wife, and all tlie notables in tlie place ai-e his " gossips."* Whs 
more could be desired in a guide ? Although somewhat invB 
lidcd by the bivouac and tlie field, he kindly and cordiall 
placed himself at our disposal, took his stick, and led us out 
look at the city. i 

Bai-bacena da Eainlia lies in S. lat. 2l° 13' 9"-l, and W. lon| 
i''49' 44'''3 (Rio) in tlie culminating point of the Plateau, 880 
feet in "round numbers" above sea level. t The climate 
■ntially temperate ; the annual maximum being 80° (F.) in 



" Comr«dre " and " oomadrc, " ao oJlod 
in relation to the ofilhnda or uGlbada, tbe 
goH-cliild, trtill tomi jnllic BriudlR religinas 
relntioiuhiii iw in tbe day* wben oar gnssip 
WW B Uod-sibb, or " akin in Qod." 1 hsTB 
heanl hrothere addrexa each other he Coiti- 
[iBdre, and the same term applied bj wStes to 
thsir huibanila. Then brother and aistor 
naon uay legall; man?, but public opi- 
n it as Btronglf pronoonced ajfwiut tho 
an as tbe viie of England rogiu^ " con- 
IniTcalion" with the dcceued wife's riBter. 
J/ JOB intrigue with joni cotnodre, you be- 



come after death a peculiar demon nha 
Bole object in tile Beema to GoatiM 
frightening moleteora. Poreignen renda 
the Bisril are cain|ielle(l U< fall into t 






I weU > 



^ood aide. In wnnll coiuitr; plaoel^ 
instance, all the iuhabilante are conMi 
by l«ptiiini If nut b; bloml, and tkiu 
ends of juMica are admiiabl; catriad 
the el»n contrary vaj. 

+ M. IJaiK, the Intert and tL« Wt 
thority, ninliva the height 
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' iJe. The Higlilaud t-ity began life as tlie Airaial da Ip-L^n 
n do Bordo do Campo, a halting-place for mule troops 
r rt cen Oiiro Preto (22 leagues) and Petiopolis (40 leagues) ; 
k Uief trade weis in cakes and refi'eshments sold by oM women.* 
'.!>• fdte is unusually good for a settleiueut of such origin. Iii 
Brazil, cities founded by ecclesiastics occupy the best situa- 
1 1 i, hills and rises commanding fine views; the laity preferred 
. bottom lands, near gold and water. It was made a municipal 
II in 1791 by the famous or infamous Visconde de Barbacena, 
: I taiu General of Minns, who baptised it after himself. Mawe 
^iiO) describes it as a village of 200 houses, governed by an 
idor or auditor judge. It was made a city by i)rovincial law 
.Mnrch 9, 18-19. f Its municipal population in 1864 was 
_i,l48 souls, with 1954 votes, and 39 electors, covering 1400 
tl'iueims of ground, each alijueirn being 10,000 Brazilian 
faihoma. The city nmnbercd 5000 souls in 1849 ; it was then 
a kind of central oasis in the desert, formed by the southern 
Miito or forest region which we have traversed, and by the 
mrtheni prairies over which we are to pass. Travellers to and 
In in Minas loved to linger here; now they put themselves into 
l!ie Union and Induatiy coach. In 1867 the rude census gave 
about 3600 souls within " Toque de Siuo " — sound of the church 
bell. This retrogrades half a century ; in 1825 the population 
«!is estimated at 3600, of whom 300 were whites, the rest beuig 
bl^n-ks, mulattos, and quarteroous. Such, however, was the first 
1 ifect of the rail in Em'ope, and such will be the temporary con- 
[iicnces of improved communicntiou in the Bimzil. The white 
iiient now greatly preponderates, and the slaves, it is said, 
not number 200 head- 
In the last generation the Barao de Pitanguy made by com- 
iii'Tce 400,0001. : no such fortunes are now open to industry, A 
l-Mi^e which cost 2000(. in days when labom* was I'heap willingly 
ielU for 500f., and this is a general rule in Minus. In 1864 
more than 60,000 bags^ of salt passed through the city; in 1867 
i feU to 50,000. 

"Nobre o Muito Leal Cidado" began in 1842 a kind of 
sesh" movement, which took the name of "The Revolu- 

uicual talis it Did " Fi-e- t The Imgof unit weighs from 2 anulma 

■■ in 1792. Tliia is, I {Iii lis.) lo 'i sirobM flilu. I funiia th« 
nvemiii; of S to Vi'Dizh 2 tmihfta 2 Iba. 
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lion of Bai'bacena." Miuas, and her stalwart parent Si 
Paulo, were especially aggiieveil by the law of judiciarj' and 
electoral refoi-m (Dec. 3, 1841), which, establiBhing cliiefs o£ 
police, delegates, sub-delegates, and inspectors of quai-ters, 
spread the country with a cloud of preventive agents. They 
cried out that these measures were in the interest of an oligarchy, 
and that thus, the citizens were placed at the mercy of the 
Gorenimeut. Yet they repudiated republicanism, and professed 
the gi-eatest loyalty to the head of the State. 
fui'iouH with the Conservative Miuistry of 1841, and even mora 
BO with her pro^dncial President, Bemai-do Jacinto da Veiega. 
The toovement was precipitated at Sorocaba in Si'io Pnulo. Upoib 
this, the Municipal Chamber of Barbaceua met (Juue 10, 1842): 
aud proclaimed Lieut.-Col. Jose Filicianno Finto Coellio de Cunlia 
acting President of Minas, with Sr. Jose Pedio Dins da 
CaiTalho as Secretaiy. Pomba and Queluz at once rose, but thf 
acting or "intrusive President" instead of marching at onci 
upon Ouro Preto, the capital, wasted time upon a military promai 
nadu to Sao Joao d'El-Rei and elsewhere. The next two months 
aavi vaxiona pei-ipdties ; the " Masseiia " of the contest being th« 
present semitor Theophilo E, Ottoni, who was proposed as Vici 
President. In eai'ly August the then Barfio de Caxiast aftei 
reducing Sao Paulo to order, ajjpeai-ed before Baibacena, 
the city bowed before its " manifest destiny." 

Barbacena, the white town i>n the hill-top, has straggled intot 
the shape of a cross or T, v itli a random sprinkle around it 
the main stieet, Rua do Eosario, is the periiendicular, riinnin^ 
nearly north and south, whilst the eastern arm is truncated. Thf 
two main thoroughfai'es aie unpaved in the middle ; lines oj 
stones rib theii' breadth, and at the sides ai'e troLtoirs of terriUi 
roughness. The chief sqnai'es, mere widenings of the streets, an 
the Largo da Camara, where tlie palace of the municipality iB( 
the Pra9tt da Allegria, behind the Matiiz ; and tlie Pratja A 
Concordia to the cast. In one of them a piece of machinery 
intended for the Morro Velho mine, cumbers tlie ground ; Um 
- article is in a " fix ; " the clay roada cannot convey it, and tibl 
towD-hall threatens to fine it for remaining there. The lioasQ 
are mostly " porta ejanella ;" the best belongs to the General 
Deputy the Bai-fto de Prados, who, at the time of our visit, yr^ 
on diilr iit Rio de Janeiro. 

-^ k^ k^ m 




AT BARBACENA. SS 

We walked paiufuUy up the main street, named nfter the meau 
cha|>el, Xossa Seiihora do Eosario, aJi invocntion much affet^ted 
throughout the Brazil by slaves aud negroes. It ia geneniUy 
knuwn by a plaster crown on the fai^ade, and beneath the crown, 
either tietAcbed or adjoined, is a rosary * ending in a simple cross. 
P^yond it was an Ermida or private place of worship, with a gilt 

.11; these little sacraria characteiize all tlio older towns of 
Mina&. Embryo inns still swarm ; we counted half-a-dozen. The 
fstructive and lucrative "Art of Healing" numhei-H many 
...naries : six allopaths, five apothecaries (and general practi- 
■ 1 juersl, four midwives, known by tlie wooden cross nailed to the 
irall, and one homceopath. A square of white prfper stuck inside 
the window shows "house to let," here apparently the normal 
<xin<]ition of such property. The favourite building material is 
:lie well-known " adobe " — the sun-dried brick of Mexico and Salt 
l.iike City : iu Slinas it is a mass of clay, often weighing 30 — 
-2 lbs, A few of the tenements have stone foundations to prevent 
the damp and rains criunhling and waflhing away these unbaked 
Buaees of mud ; tlie liouses' eaves are made to project abnormally, 

We inspected the Matriz N* S' da Piedade, wliicb fronts 
to the north-north east, and commands a good view down the 
maia street, and into the open beyond. The sloping ground 
reqaire<I for it a raised and stone-revetted " Adi"o " — platform or 
urrace. Here, as with us, was the enrlieat bmial-gi-ouud, the 
I Ijurcbyard under wlioae flags repose, in pace Domini, the 
aicient viears and rude grandees. Thus Padre Con^a 
(■' Cavaco," p. 157, Woolf ), sings : — 

" Dos cemiteHos o do nihro, 
fieniBoita vods oepccIxoB."t 

1 iie Adro is adorned at the entrance and the cornel's with well- 
I. Lit little pyrajuida, aud " promiscuously " witli seedy willows, all 
athirtit, and tlie " scrimpy," stiff, and worse than useless " Ca- 
Bttarina." The stranger wonders to see tlita Australasiau savage 
— agly as a Scotch tii- — naturalised amongst the glorious vcgu- 
table beauties of the Brazil and Ilindoslau ; its roots overspread 
and impoverish the soil ; where thi; ueiglihuurs giacefnlly 
droop their branches, it turns them up with impudent preteu- 



a ricLint richca. Of 
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aion, wid its iimm piivpose in Ci'eation seems to be that of hoi 
ing destitute crickets — 

" A impottniiK tnonotonk agura," 
jolly heggiirs, ivhose I'O useless thirping mid hoarse wlumuj 
drown the sound of tlie voice. The fit^ade of whitewoshei 
ndobe and stone has four windows ; in the older Province i 
Sao I'aulo the number is a sihc qua iion, 6ve, tlie Trinil; 
occupj-ing the front, as they did tlie thi-ee Gothic steeploi 
Joseph and Maiy tlie wings. A suspicions crack and a danger 
ous bulge ftjipenr about the entrance ! they are attributed to thi 
sinking of the font-water. Tliere ai-e two siiuni'e campanllefl 
short and squat, after tlie fashion of the older Brazil, a crosa 
and a broken statue. The profile allows the usual big nave tun 
broken chancel, a small bam backing a large bam, as in I 
countrified parts of Eugland. The mtiteiial of tlie decorations i 
the blue steatite* here abund«nt; it is often pauited blue 1 
make it bluer, " and thus," exclaims n talented Brazilian authoi 
" thus they assassinate Nature ! " Like the lapis ollaiis it ma 
be cut with a knife, and exposui-e to the air soon hardens it b 
absorbing the "quany wat«r." Thus it is well fitted for carv 
inga and coarse statuary. Some of the monolithic jambs are 1 
feet long. 

The eutrance is guarded by the usual screen + of plain i 
and glass peepholes. The choii'-balcony is over the door ; unde 
it are two fi-escoes by a native hand, representing the Saviour'i 
Passion, two holy-water stoups, and ui its own chapel, ' 
the left, a baptismal font of green-daubed granite, i Seven smsl 
windows placed high up admit a dim light, and there are tm 
tribunes to accommodate tlie local magnificos. The wood^ 
flooi-ing, a pai-quet of moveable parallelograms, six feet by three 
shows that it has been a cemeteiy, a custom which still linger 
in Southern Europe ; here it lasted till a sensible law, one < 
the benefits of yellow fever, put an end to tlie pious malpractict 
The walls ai-e pasted with election papers and other publi 
documents, and on each side is a white and gilt pulpit in tl 
normal style, which may be called the " swallow -nest," The a 
minor chapels § have altars of white, green, and gold ; tl 

* Twira MiilsdA. dc gmnit tendre, bUnclilltie, ilont m 1 

+ TapK-tenU. itea ueules." 

t Mawp, c 10, Bays Uutt there ii in Ibo 
«0WiliJ<itwlu«d of fiariiweiiB, "nseauriara 
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liiTS of stone and wood rest upon consoles, but these have 

-.il pedebtnls, and are not founded iiiion notliiiig, ks iu most 

Li/ilian churches, 
The chancel arch leading to tlie Idgh altar shows a massive 

Ivcr caniJelabruia, worth 120^, and preBented by the pJoitsBarao 
PitAngiiy. The curtain guarding tlie throne haii n black cross 

I a white mortuary cloth of siUc and wool, t'osting lOUf., and 
.. ^.n by the Burau's sou. The altui- cluths are worked by the 

Mi'iio's sisters. And tliere is a good Htntue of Italian marble 

jresentiug n gnantiiui angel at liia devotions, and placed at 
-u oxpense of 360/. by the BarS-o in honour of his fatlier. 

The high altar is of white and gold, with a " Dead Chriat and 
1 'ur Lady " on painted wood, and Bomewhat above life-size. The 
tffect is not bad. There is a Iar[|e tabernacle ; foiu- massive 
candieaticks of ormolu assist the tapers, and fom- tolerable 
modem oil-paintings represent the " Fiagellatiou," " Our Lady 
at the Cross," the " Agony in the Garden," and the " Hesurree- 
iL^iu from the Tomb." I have lingered over this description ; it 

■ ill eerre for nil the churches in the "well-to-do" countiy 

■ isms of the Brazil, within the civilizing influence of the 

We next visited the church of (N^ S* da) Boa Morte — of happy 

iispatcb; it is a conspicuous pile on the western ridge, best seen 

III afar. The exterior of granite and steatite is grotesque, the 

■iverB have two clocks, ajipai-ently dummies, leaving work to the 

ri'righboiu'ing sun-dial, and an ugly new sacristy of strange style 

k has been stuck on to the original building, which bears date 

I 1815. Thus Castehiau erred in supposing that the unfinished 

f pile had been abandoned, like the Hyde Park Achilles. These 

ihices in the Bnizil belong to Sodalities or brotherhoods, who 

jLoceed with them as fast or as slowly as funds pennit ; 

p^y^eigners readily prophesy that progress has ceased, and moralize. 

^Hitti) such process is uncalled for by the occasion, upon the 

^^ftay of zeal in this our modem day. And yet they ilo move. 

^^■"The interior is the uormal bam — white and blue. N* H' da 

Ho. 1. SainU MicIumI, Cccitk, nnd Ho. 3. N* B* <lu DOru and S* 

Liuu. BarbuR. 

N» 2. N> S" do Camo und N* S* do No. S, Sn'mta Sebostiwi «n<i Jostpli, 

' BiMuiD. with tie "Mcnino Delia"— infiuit Chrisl, 

Sn. 3. (■'• S- doe Fsutui. Al» there is H UHJd uipaniM chapel fur 

If a «(le — tho Blestied SacismBiit, with k onidfii, 

Ha, 1. SunU ADLoiiia uul Uilii. &c., S. Viuixat de Paul, 
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Assuinp<;ao occupies the caput, and below her is a recombi 
Vu'gin. There are two Ktone pulpits painted amire, an orgftolea 
organ-loft, aud three votive tablets on the wall. To the west H 
the cemetery, witli its mortuary chapel, which owe their exist 
ence to oui' excellent guide. This " colony of the dead," thougt 
only thi'ee years old, ia filling fast ; cataiTh and pneumonia, 
their immberlcBS varieties, being the principal catisin caitaantet, 
At the entrance we met a dead negro carried upon a stretchet 
by four black bretlireii, who, laughing and chatting, tonaed and 
jolted the clay into a semblance of life. 

Struck by the savageneas of a white man beating a dog — a rart 
sight in Bmzil, where humanity to aninmla is the rule — I asked 
who he was, and was told " an Italian." There are many 
of these eraigraaits in Sao Paulo — more in Minas — in &ct, they 
extend from P«ra to Buenos Ajtcs. They do not bear a goo<l 
report, aud my fi-icnds often warned me against being suspected o 
coming fi-om the land which produced Ctesai" and Napoleon, Danti 
and Macchiayelli. The perfcrvidnm ingeniiim, the clairvoyant s 
tlety oftheAuBoniaUiisaplague to him in these countries : he is too 
clever by half, or rather by three quarters. He rettims to the Italian 
of the sixteenth centurj' ; he is dark, wily, and unscmpulons ai 
Rizzio. Some answer to the old saying, "fui' atque sacerdos." 
A certain PV, Bernardo ia repoi-ted to have sold for the Vii-gin'i 
milk, "raosqnito'a eggs," as homnsopathic globules are hera 
called. The reader may think this a draft upon his credulity ; 
but official documents prove * that these ecclesiastics have sold! 
" veritable teai-s of Our Lady in rosaiies," have passed off 
rubbish as saints' relies, and have sold "passpoils for heaven" 



at the rate of n 
Berauger : — 



freign a head. The Mineiro t may sing with 



What imperceptiWea we have ! 

SmnU Jeraite of the bilious hue. 
Hundreds of othor clergy grave. 

Who little rcIio8 hold to view. 



" AppenJix to Trteidpntinl Relittorio of 
Khiia for 18B5, p. 3B. MoreoTsr most 
iHigo ehoTchea in thoso liuwls ha™ a bit o£ 
the True Croaa duly nuiiiilied to them by 
" '* inapecultttorB. 

Misoiro (from Minsira) is an inliabi- 
t o( Minas Oeraoa, the Froviuoe, and 
"" ~ ' ' ' Gonf onndod by the atfaug^r 



del Mina" on the Quinea Coul. 
hneen (History, iu 2Slt wanw na 
at Firat the Mineiro wni s t«nn a 
luildly to the gold miner. A nat 
Rio Qiando is Rio Oranilense ; of Sia Fantl^ 
"--"-'- (BobstantiTe), or Paalistano (adiM 
in the skmUm 
FroriaMU ] 



tivo), (not Pai 

, .._ „„ handbook, "Bra»il. — 

"MiatM " of " St, Ocerise Chief Citiea," by William Smilljr. 
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AT BARBACENA- 



From the Bou Morte we descended the vile Lndeira dft Codes, 
Prison Raiiiii, luid looked nt tlie jail ; the barred windows showed 
three women. lu nlniost all cases of premeditnted murder 
iiTi jughout the Brazil, two of the active actors are n woman and 
uegro. The last of the public Imildiugs to be visited is the 
.Misericordia Hospital, in a coM Iiollmv to the north of the citv. 

I entrance bears inscribed — 



re AntoaiiiB Acmoml, 
c, pater cgregiufl. 



r Latin, but well intentioned ! All honour to Sr. Antonio 
! Fen-eira Armond (nat. March 11, 1798, ob. 1852), who 
in Bve years built the little chapel of Santo Antonio, aud Uie 
cit&ritttble establishment to which he left 12,0001., an estate and 
fotn^een slaves. In the absence of the priestly Curator the civil 
apothecary showed us about the building and allowed us to gather 
violets in the neat "Patio" or central garden -court.' The rooms 
were clean, and had six inuiates : fi-eemen pay about foui" florins 
per diem, and servilea half. The place has not a good name; 
patients are said to die for want of care, and Braxiliana deride n 
" Misericordia" which charges for bonrd and ludging. It is also 
far from gooti water, always a scarce commodity at Barbacena. 
The best is supplied by a fountain to tlie east of the city ; the 
fn^nde wall is inscribed vnth the name of tlte Camara Municipal 
for 1864. 

We then inspected T>r. Renault's little garden behind the house, 
wltich vegetation spoke of a temperate climate ; it is full of pinks, 
roses, violets, and verbena, f gladeoli, and heliotropes. The oranges 
were excellent, and fi'om them our host made his " Tokay ; " it 
cost about fourpence a bottle, and drunk with the Pinhao or 
Araucaria nut it suggested the best liqueiur. At Morro Velho I 
obtained an excellent recipe ; it is woi-th knowing in a country 
where millions of oranges and pine-apples, justifying Elia's rave, 



MDmy t Co., Paternoster Eow, 1868,) 
Then ill ■ i>«:tiliarit7 in the oae of tlie 
mini Fknlisbi; tor iualanue, O famniJeu-o 
Pwdista u ntmct, I'aulutaao woald not In 
iJioDiktiii. 

' pBtia a PortUgUHic, dciivod tmlii the 
Arabic dmJ^ (bothah), oreli M tfcieiifi", ii 
Tntibulp. comes from ^^ ^ (Sthn). In 



tbe Uracil the PsIJo u lutuiLlly called Quin- 
tal ; tlie latter, however, olao meona a MDtii 
garden attaclietl to a mcsma^. 

+ An inciigenoua growth, Iho Vorl»n'» 
virgnli of M. Sellow. It is » jwwefful 
sndorific, asc! in the troatniont of " etiUlii"' 
it vi|ii3ls lemaii-uiaia. 



THE niCHLAM)S OF THE BRAZIL. 



[..FAr. 



are left to decay upou the groiuid." We were also shown gooi 
specimens of the heavy hnnd-made pots of steatit« or pieiT( 
riUaire, fui' whicli BArbacena is celebrated. The best ollary tall 
comes from the Mello village six leagues distant, and from 1 
Merces do Pomba.t a town ten leagues to the east upon the eear 
ward slope of the Mantiqueim Bange. The formation is found i 
the takose and micaceous sdilsts : the first quiility is tolerablj 
free from the crystallized bits of hydi-ate of iron, which indnd 
decomposition. It is easily quanied, it hnidcns rapidly, anj 
lasting long it is in general use tlu-oughout the coimtiy. Tha 
price ranges according to size from foiiritence to twelve shillings^ 
some being large enough to accommodate a round of beef, Th» 
Bmallet pots {panellas) rival the West Indian pepper pot for 
stewing. Some day this soapstone v.iM 'be worked with great 
profit, and pipe bowls, for which I inquired in vain, ought espe-» 
cially to " take." 



I 



* The Count Hogpnilorf, cit-ttido-do- 
CNsp to the Pint Nnjiolcoii, who t«ak re- 
fuge in Biaiil, made thin wine, wUiih U. 
de Prcyciuot (Voyago de I'lTnuiie, i. 231) 
Mnpnrei with UalHgo. St. Hilsire aito 
Uewribecl tha procsaa of omlting, but very 
imperfectly (HI. ii. 317V The (ollavinit ia 
the Horm Velbo recipe for making ninegol- 
loOM of orango wine :^Take two hnndred 
trweet orangBB, para off the thin onter rinii of 
fifty, and put theni to «i^ in four quarts 



ofw 



italltl 



Tfell, and put it into tha liarrel with 
thirty-two pounds of white Bugar. Fill the 
barrel with water, and nir uiil shako it 
well, add a quart baran of ferment, and as 
it worki off replenish it with the water of 
the MMked peoln, so that it may be always 



fidl. As soon an the hisaine <%&*«, put b 
a quart of oM iiugar brandy, reeljlo, I 
up the cock, and let it Btand for ei 
monlliit before Imttling it. It aometi 
takea a> much at three days to begin H 
work, and has continued working En 
thirl^ to forty days. To give tiie wine 
u)lonr, yoa may burn a teacup nf mgai 
restilo, liefore tjie Inurel is bunged np. 

t Some write Mercta da Pomba. T 
expression, however, ooalalni ftn« of thl 
ellipses so common in Portuguese and a 
difficult to the Etranger ; tlie fall phna 
would bo <N* S- das) MercS* do (B<o il« 
Pomba. The Pombo River is ao iropm- 
ant northeni feetler of Uie Paiahyln i 
Rul, anil the landa about it are koowa 
the "MalA,"— thobush. 
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OrP-THE HOTEL.-THE Ml'LES. 

Judiiu, veigein, umbroBoa alamedaB, 

Frawu grutos enUo, pUcosoa logxw, 

E pingnea ciuiipo». sempro yerdes pradoa, 

I'm novo Eden farlam. 

Jmf Bmilfario df Andrada e Siha. 

.\iioxQST the curios, the "bric-u-brac," shown to us by Dr. 
Renault, uone was more mteresting than the gohl bai', the tiogot 
li'ir, fonaerly current in the Brazil. In the year of royalty 1808, 
- 1 ording to Mr. Henderson, tlie ciix' illation of gold dust,* then 
ilii; medium of commerce, was prohibited^of course the use 
lingered long in tlie iiiterior^ — and foina of the three iisuhI metals 
were introduced. Tlie bar kept up its Lirenlation till 1832. The 
weight varied according to the quantity of gold brought by tlie 

iner to the Intendeneia of Ouro Preto or elsewhere. The spe- 
Rieu which we saw was about tliree inches long, aud valued at 
"Si. : sometimes it weighed several luarcos, each niarco=eigbt 
Niiiiees. The ore was duly assayed, the yuinto or royal fifth was 
uken, and it was stamped with the nmnber, date, royal arms, and 
'tjindard (toque), 24 quilate or carat-gold being the purest. 
Finally it bore its value in ounces, octaves, and gi'ains. It was 
accompanied by the usual paper, the "guia" or "guide," a 
kind of manifest given to lUrect tlie caiTier ; without this it 
could not leave the Pi-ovince. 

After the bars come tlie age of gold oltavas (eighth of the 
Ftntugnese ounce) and their subdivisions. In 1816 — 1822 the 
oitavH was worth 1$500, but taxes reduced it to a current value 



* "OMijka," the dimiuativs furni of 
caajti a irard in which the Anglo-Indliui 
irould hudly rtcogniae the old fiuoiliar 
" ounpM " or rice-wutcr. In the Draril it 
Ik apl'lic^ to » " ricc-squaah " imup, to 
hnikod mi bti)ed__lndiui com, to the 




gnwuliu' [^lil and auggiU tiwlubul which 
St, Hil. Bajs (in. L 701 aro aJJed Mapi- 
morrai in Iho Cragiiay or Bandii Oriental ; 
and, tliirdiy. to Ibe diamantilenJUa BniTol, 
ni will nfterwRrJii eppenr. 



p 
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of 15400 (=7 fnaea 50 e entiieg ), for whieh men now pay 3$5O0l 
The oUier coins wen tiataa d'ooro 0$037*5=23i% c 
iMK^alaaauid p*tacM (=0$900t, ■^nlsadas d'uoro (=0g750*) 
liaUsHtsvas and «it«v*& Some of these coins were mere spaniel 
like the EgjiiCiu pintm, and liie people complained that tbf 
«D« easQf lost. 

Hw goUea age expired in 1861. Ihiring the last quarter 1 
tint jeer tbe manr nnuotis bankruptcies at Rio de Janeiro C4 
tar an exceptional measure. The GoTcmment permitted, and 
for the fint time, the Imperial Bank, a prirate estalilishjnent lilo 
that of Ungland, to issue instead of specie parmeuts a forci 
circulation of ]>aper moner in a treble proportion to the baQuR 
at its command. The priTikge has been renew^, and, as figua 
show, it has not yet been excessTely abnseil.* But tic 
bad, the Paragoayao war was absorbing bnllion and returning 
nothing, all the gold currency was withdrawn and substituted by 
Treasnry notes. Brazihans soon remembered that there had heeil 
such things as assignats. In the short space of three years gol(t 
has completely disappeared &om the Gold and Diamond Empire 
and except in the Moseoms I have not seen a gold coin. Silvedt 
is rare, but not so rare, and of late there has been a new issue o 
somewhat debased small change. The principal bullion is copper^ 
B metal introduced hy the celebmted Vasconeellos, "great archi< 
tect of niius aud scourge of Ministries:" the "dump," thus 
elegantly termed by the English, is a piece of 40 reis, the local' 
penny. It is uglier and more barbarous than its British repre- 
BentatiTe, but it is on the point of making way for a neat bronM 
piece, with 95 parts of copjier, 4 of tin, and 1 of zinc. 

The place of gold and silver is thus taken by "flimsies," which 
begin at the minimum of 1 $000, and the maximum of 6OOSOOO, 
the latter but lately issued. Every bnUionist, in the United 
States sense of the word, will underetand the result of this. 



* St. Hil. Ill, i. SS6. 
^ t In April 1, 1807, tlie wbole isnie of 
Mper moocj in tho Dranl wwt an foUava : 
Nfttionkl uoUl . . lS,fi60 : 144 1 000 
BukofBruil . . 73,47fl : 710$(IOO 
Other liulu . . 2,4(11 : 71)0 $000 

Tutal . . . i'i8,t98 :854tUl>0 
Thin Hum hut JncKftBod on March Sltt, 
ISfiK, tn]24,nSfl ^auotooo. 
Ill Uiu Hwieti, hoTCTec, a bill wta 



PubkbA empowcriiig the issue of foi^-Bit 
■uilliana (mil-rais) m nates. 

The paper iDDiie7 doa not preaent la tha 
tntveller u nuuij difficaltics in the Bmil 
u in the CnileJ States. His only duwM 
of Ins — if at leut bo wisely prefer iinf>«- 
ml paper — will bo that incmrcd when oU 
notes ITS vaUail in. Prioato bank-ptper 
will coat him 2 to G [Mr oeat. ereryvhot, <X< 
ccgit ut the place where it is inaed. 




;vr, Vtn.1 nUP.— THE HOTEL— THF MCLES. 

i...nmd paper ciuTeiicy. It is ffttal to et-oiioiu)', it doubles Binall 
.l-.?nM-s, and its effect is that wJiilst the Brazil exports to Europe 
M &111I diAmonds, coffee and cocon, cottou, tobacco, and sugar, 
' - reeeivea in retin-n notliing but "trash," the refiiBe of the 
! LTketa delivered at the highest possible prices.* 
More disnstrons still, on accuiuit of the uational fears and sus- 
I Lions, has been the effect of this paper upon the mil-reis. Tra- 
> Uers asstu'e us that in 1801 this, the practical unit of value, was 
>rth 5 shillings 7J pence. In 1816 it represented 6 francs 25 
i.tinies. In 1835—36 it was 30—32 pence. When I landed at 
I'i rnambuco, June 1865, it was at par=27 pence. It has in 1867 
Hen to 13j pence, and under actual cii'uumstnuceH there is ap- 
irtntlv nothing to prevent it 8iidung,Uke the dollar of the South 
\i.i*;rican Republics, to twopence. 

Hut the Brazil is a young countn-, eminently rich in resources 
!ill unexploited, A debt of 60 millions of pounds sterling, tlie 
liiillast of the ship," is to her literally a flea-bite, cousideiing 
her enormous excess of exports over imports, that is to say, 
I • of income over expeuditme. If she ever become bankrupt, it 
lill be becaoae, with enough Ui pay off a score of such debts, she 
I has not kept ready money euough in hand for household expenses. 
I She has clerical property to be aecularized, public lands to he 
jwld, a system of direct taxation to be introduced, import dues to 
!""■ taken in gold when such process will not discredit her own 
iiiUt, imd mines of precious metals waiting to he worked. All 
rjiiUionifits win agree with me tliat the sooner her paper is re- 
, placed by gold the better. As early as 1801 Dr. Couto proposed 
to mise the value of the metal by making the oitava represent 
IfSOO instead of lg200, a far-sighted policy. We have all wit- 
n«sed what a small premium ui'ou gold lias done in France, 
where it was treated as au article of commerce, not as an in- 
flexible standai-d — the old English view. This measui-e wouhl 
■ ivo the discouut upon paper, and the heavy expenses mcurred 
. the Caixa de Amortizacao, that peculiar South American form 
f linking fund. 

' Tbo leut bnng iluuMo the luarket 
laJuo in Bumpo. Agiun ths mil-reu 
(An^icd Tnilre&) is u luukncial error like 
the rouble of BiuBia anJ the rupee of Hiu- 
JrKtAD ; e'ei7thi°E <^'hU b mil-reU. ThuB 
in Burope we find Uut the carlino uid the 
i/tiolo do tbc dal; of franc sud aUlling. 



1 sin perfectly amtre that the "■Iworiiily 
nE diBeoumging the eiqwrtatioo of preoiou* 
mutftlH" Kw iliiu^losal fame two eanturiu 
aod a lutlf •gii, lliit it ia oonlended th»t 
De«- imniiLrioa mortly prowiit oieoptioiu to 
tho ecaaomia law, or nlber In its opor»tioiu, 
xad Uint of tliiMo loads the Bniil ii oi 
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The monetarj- system of the Brazil, nilthmetically considered 
is good, because it has rendered decimals faniiliflr to tlie peop] 
Strangers forget this wlieii they eomplniii of the long unity 
confusing figures. The Wue unit of vahie is the real (pluf 
reis) written 0$001 ;' a "conto," or million of reis, is writta 
1:0005000, or witliout the three dextral ciphere, 1:000$, and 
in BraziUan aritlimetic generally, a colon is placed to the righ 
of the thousands. 

The old Portuguese subdivisions of the mil-reis are mostly con^ 
ventional, like our guinea. They aie, 1, the testuo (testoon) 
100 reis, or the tenth of the mil-rei ; '2, the pataca = 8 " dumps " 
= 820 reis (what a tax upon memory!); 3, tlie crusfido, oii« 
half-a-orown, now = 10 dumps = 400 reis; 4, tlie sello (rare) 
IJ pataca = 480 reis; 5, the half mil -reis = 500 reis; 6, t 
patacao = 8 paticas = 960 reis. The hideous copper coinage is li 
vintem (a score of reis, plur. -s-intcns) =0$ 020, and the dois vintens, 
or " dump,"= 0g040. The older ti-avelleis were obliged to hart 
a mule for the caiTiage of this Spartan coinage. 

We dined together at the Uthle d'hote, a motley gi'oup, tiu 
Austrian ex-lieutenant, the (biver, and sundry citizens of Bar' 
bacena. All harmonized well, and in the evening our gooi 
guide gave me the following items of information. I mi 
premise, however, that the Doctor is an enthusiast for his adoptei 
comitry. 

The Campos of Barbacena, the broken plains beyond the Man 
tiqueira liange, raised 3000 tn 8500 feet above sea-level, f 
evidently well fitted for stock breeding. The piiucipal use 
black cattle ia at present to produce the cheese, which is expertet 
to the capital of the Empire, About six square acres are oUowei 
for each cow ; thirty-two bottles of milk yield 2 lbs, ; the women 
and children of a family easily make half a dozen loaves per diem^ 
and colporteiu-s sometimes collect 200 fi'om a single est&blish' 



* The monograjn nf dnllar ( i ) ptMedoB 
Ln tlie Uaited Scatcs, and in tlie Bnuil 
follows thu Beutb. In the older BrasU it 
U sometimeB vritiea U. This t&vouni tho 
iileu that the nuu'k ii k coatnurtion of 
D. 8. Othun Uliflve it to itiuid far 
> "piece of eight" (rtnla), the SpAnitih 
dollar v'hii^h gave lirth to the AiDeri,:ikD 
dollar, and that the p&nllulB vera drawn 
acron the S tu dialioguitih it Othen a^a 

Uetire it hvm the colnnuu and mtoU iA 



the Spanioh pillar ilollar, which the k 
lifcenlo a window or to cannon. AnollHl 
minii^ is profixiDE Bo. (rib not rupMli 
to large Buma, t. g. Ba. Il)0:000i000. 

X.B. SiucetheaboTeTuwritteo.onBtp 
5, 1 666 a decree authoriied tbe Miuiit«r o 
Pozeada to issue 40, 000, 000* 000 of futl 
papermonoj. AnactotSopt 28.'87, *Btl 
riiedauinueof G0,000,000$000. Ottl 
tdl haa been emitted but 3,6U,(H>0t0DD. 



Rfl'.-THE HOTEL— THE MULER. 



03 



It lit. St. Hilau'e's Recount of the rude process is iiot obsolete ; 

'^ cheese material is hard and white, equal perhaps to the 

!*iilch ■■ eaiuion-ball," but not to be mentioned with Stilton or 

!> iquefort ; like Parmesan, it is good for gmting. It awaits iin- 

■: I'vement in the dairy and even in tlie chiim, which John Mawe 
'. Hi as was not known before 1809. 
The cereals flourish in the richer soils : wheat,* the maize or 

rtim," which in the Brazil takes tlje place of oats; rye and 
Mi'kwheiit, also called bhick-wheat : the two latter are hardy, and 

i-iuire little core. Tubers aboiuid. The American potato, here 
ui.iwii aa "Englisli" or ''Irish," gives two crops per annuiu; 

ud the batata or sweet potato (Tuber Paiiuantier), four. Tliere 
Mitso t]ieInhaiiu(C«ladium esculentum}; tlieMangaritot orMan- 
_ ireto {Caiadiiim sagitti folium) and the well-known and excellent 
' ira (Dioscorea olatn, St. Hil.). I saw, for the first time, the Jncu- 

ipe; and the " Topinamboui-," " Tui>inainbur," or "Tftmtouf."§ 

'I the fruits, pears, apples; plums, white and black; cherries, ii 

jjesnuts, damsons, and peaches, grow well, and are worth im- 
! luving. The grape, especially that called the Manga,^ or Arao- 
r.taa, bews twice ; the vintage is poor in -Tuly, but in December 
lh« bunches ai-c marv-ellonsly lai-ge and numerous. The umipe 
I unp makes good viuegar; the ripe yields a thin, rough Bin-- 



' Ifhemt "ill gro* aI these altituilw in 

<!'■ iub-ln>|)ical regioiu. but it ia aJwnjs 

i>'lt 1» nut (ferroeGm). 

t PnueeHu. (ii. 76) calls the pluit "le 

iiiiDgkmiilii (Aniin ncaleatani)." SL 

' Hil. a. I 103), «)<ealu of Ibe "Muien- 

celnnr known da '* Mangareto Koio," 

t According to Dr. Kenault, Martinn bw 
»ol jrt Daaed the Jai:utup4. It ia eridently 
■ ksmnen vith pkFUionaceans flowen, 
CTOtdne on tha gronuil with » root 4 — i 
dceiinetna long, b; 1 — 3 in diameter. 
Tbe flowar of Uns-violet is foltowod bj 
>iUqa», eftch contuning I — -5 beana, re- 
'TTiMLng lie " ffeve de marait " (Windsor 
I- -<ni *V ThotC are very poisonous, killing 




The tH 






. ifti alkali 
br analog;, perhaps Bruci 
. irtiea are Bupposeil to be 
gre%t discRgagement of carlwuii 
The beant tie plnoted in Septcmbei 
« m4» ara eilible after lix in 
taken up tbej cannot be ksp 
iped fecula makes ei 
used by the Bnuiliao 



the 



itli!i ; 



vifs for thickening sonjn and for making 
Bi-eetmeatc, whith luui^h rescmblo con- 
serves of the coaa-nut Tlie JacntupS 
flourishes mast in light lands where there 

S Dr. Renault tells me that thi« Helian- 
thua tuberosus is alio Fslled "Artiebautde 
Canada " and Poire do terre ; it belong! to 
the great family of Synanthoreie, order Badi- 
acev, genus HelianUiiui. It has been often 
confonnded with the sweet potato (Con- 
volTuIns Batatas), as in both plants the 
tuberoaities of the roots are mere swellings. 
Some dsriTo it from Chili, others make it s 
natiTe of the Bnui], where however it is 
little cnltiiated, and 00)7 in gardens. It 
is a hardj plant, which would thrive in 
Europe. Dr. Renault aays that the root 
would be a blessing to the poor, and opine* 
with the pliiloeopber that a new dish is of 
more ganoial importance to hnmanitj than 
the diseaver; of a now star or planet. 

II 1 have not yet seen a cheny in the 
Braiil, 

1 The well-kno»a fruit wliich wc call 
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gundy ; and tbe raisins give excellent briuidy, like the Ituki 
Syria. 

MulbttTy ti-ees tlu-ivc ; tliey do not lose tlie leaf in tl»e co 
Beason, but continually renew it; after the second yeai- tliey vt 
te utilized. I am told that M. Abi-icht, now at tlie colony 
JoinnUe, has found five indigenous species of silk-worm. Cw 
telnau (146) declares that the true Bombj-x mori is nowhere 
be met with in the Brazil ; he observed, however, many lar( 
species of the " Satumia," known to the Chinese and to the Hindi 
The Urumbeba {Cactus apinosus), also called Figueira do Infemi 
grows wild; and the cochineal insect* api)eai'5 spontaneously, ahoi 
ing that the fine Mexican or Tenerife Nopal might be naturalizei 
Both aoil mid climate are propitious for the hop, wliich is no 
imported at a. heai-j' price b-uni Euiope. The hardy and nlmo 
indestiiictible tea-plant gave crops of fair market value ; tbi 
industry was destj-oyed by the fall of price at Eio de Janeiri 
Cotton, both tlie herbaceous and the so-called arboreous, has 1 
gi'owii on the " Capao "-lands, and, intelhgently cultivated, it 
he wealth to the Pi'ovince, Tlie tobacco of the llio do Pomb« 
15 leagues &'om Barhacena and the Bio Novo, won the medal 
the Industi'ial Exhibition of Bio de Jaueu'o ; that of Baependj 
especially tlie "Fumo crespo," is a diuk eti'oug leaf, 
fitted for making "Cavendish" or " honey-dew;" and the "weed 
flouiishes tlu-oughout Miiiaa Geraes. The soil will be mm 
improved by compost: and the produce by being tieated in Vi 
giniau style, delicately dried in closed hams with fires. Indig 
grows everj-where wild, and gives that fine purple gloss whio 
rivals the produce of Hindostan.t Dr. Renault dedm-es th 
every hive of the Em'opean bee "gives from twelve to fiftei 



• In mimj piiTtB ot Mijiaa ticraee Iho 
"prickly ])««■" CactDB grows wilhoul 
piiaUes ; it w eaten hy children, not as nl 
lUlt* by ail ckiccB and ogca, wlia hulil it 
' during iba hot MatBon (« bo a whalewinic 
cooling fniit cminonlly (itUd tor bre:ik&Et 
A* Kganb eocliinoal, tbo dyo which li.'it. 
made abmleto the Tyrian pnqile, Dr. 
C<»ta, wtitiDg in old timea, nayt, "ACouhi- 
nilla, ptanta em quo ee cria ebta tJotn iguat 
lui nura no Talor, e (la qnal tcmos tanln 
abmdaiiiHii, cnwcc inotJlnienU eabe noa." 
' ' CiKhineal, a i>liuit upon vhiuh iti nuaed 
ibe djv thnt i^quule gold in valuu, and of 
which ws hnTo such an aliuntluico, grotre 
~ BouourUndii." A amall ex|wrtation 
-'-' — • - M [ri«d betwDcu 1800— 181B, 



but adulteraUon with flour noon tnulied ll 
ettemiit. Prince Max. I " Voyagt an Brt4 
vol. i. chap. B) founil that at "8l("^ 
renia " it hail Icim cultivatci) and fMel 
6% too tLen = 31 franra. I ahall k 
ninro to Baj nbunt CDchinoal when daaM 
iug the Kio dc SOo Fniouisro. 

t In 1761 a Uw kbu i«t»«d eicmpl 
from duty the indigo u( Pari aud Hw 
bam. Under the Maniuci de lATisdk^ tl 
Viceroy of Rio do Janeiro (1768—1771 
the exportation wika ntt«m{itod fnim tl 
Caplnincy of Rio do Janoini ; dio irticla Wl 
eicoUent, b 
neal, the uceoire ndulUration di^iia 
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fmuTos {eiaxames) pel' six montlis ; 1^ lb. of wax with 20 litres of 
li'jney ; wliilst eai-h litie of the latter produces four litres of 
excellent aqua vitie." Notliiiig, I mny remark, is more wiuited 
in the Braxil thao ^i pclile cultare, bees, silk-worms, cocliiiieal, 
Bc«d- pic king, wMcIi will work the hands of women and children. 

The Bftrbacenense Hotel, pronounce 'Otel, even as Uncle 

R will say " an hotel," is the ususl guest house of the couii- 

uified Brazil. As it is frequented by atrangei's there in salt upon 
the table, here not the general ustige, and a huge joint of beef 
ajipears, if possible, by the side of the grilled and boiled-wilh- 
rice fowls, the huQches of pork, the sausages, the chopped cab- 
liage-cnm-lard (Couve i)icado), and the inevitable haricots of the 
Qutional cuisine. The worst pai-t of it is the " addition," 
irhich has all the "beauties of deamess;" unless there be a 
special ngreement the multiplication of items would read a lesson 
l(> a " Family Hotel " in Dover Sti'eet, Piccadilly, or any other 
plnce where that obsolete iustitutiou, an ancient Enghsh inn, 
lingers out its diiJionest old age. BroziUaus, like Eussians, take 
pride in n generosity verging upon recklessness and profusion ; 
moreovei', tlie exceeding courteousness of manner that charac- 
terizes the people prevents the Cavalheiro observuig openly tliat 
he lias been phmdered. He therefore pays with apparent cheer- 
fulness, departs, and grumbles. 
The "Maje," as oui' host would be called in the Fai- West, 

.! liter north, sent us in an unconscionable bill; possibly he was 
I M ited by tlie abnormal appearance of Mr. L'pool. The cos- 
liime of our fellow-traveller consisted of (fii'stly), n tall broad- 
l)rimraed cone of felt, brigand-like, adorned with a cockade of 
riire feathers ; of (secundo), the thi-eadbare sliooting jacket and 
frayed waistcoat and terminations, worn only by the wealtliy 
Britisher ; of (thirdly), a broad silk sash, splendid as a marigold, 
over which was buckled (fourthly) the " Guay^ii," a belt of un- 
tauucd leather, in which the wild Guacho of the Pampas ciu-ries 
his coin when he has any. In this case it was furnisliud with 
(fifihJy) u loaded Colt's six-shooter; and (aixthl}'), witli a bowie 
knife of Brummagem silver, very "low" in Braziliim eyes; 
(seventhly), tliere was a pair of " tumdncas," wooden pattens, used 
only in the Iiouwe, and these had been pro\ided with leather 
Lliongs like tlie sandal ribbons worn by our venerable feminine 
parents in the daja when Charles Dix was yet Roi, Add to 



this a " capSnga,"* or pnuchlet of coai'se caiivas, in wliicb th 
muleteer stows away tobacco, flint and steel, pack -thread, and ■ 
much mJBcellaneous cai'go as is contained by the schoolboy' 
pocket. Tlius equipped, the weai'er was the model of an Eiiglia 
travelling gentleman. 

The Brazil may be improvident, profuse, reckless, but not s 
North Britain. Mr. L'pool scrutinized, with underwriter eyei 
the " little bill," and at once detected chai-ged to us 32 bottle 
of beer, which the "Maje" had dinink to di-own his soitowts 
Poor little old man, his family allows huu no " trink-gelt ! " 
Wlien remonsti'ated witli, he ofl'ered seriously, but in bitter ironyi 
to reduce his account to nothing — to one quarter — to half. Buj 
the fine satire being utterly thrown away upon the son of thai 
city where men seem to be bom with brown paper parcels imdel 
their ai-ms, he took off 14 shillings from as ninny pounds sterling^ 
and thus ended the Battle of the Bottli 

Good news awaited us at Barbacena. Mr. J. N, Gordon, 
Superintendent -in- chief of the gi-eat English mine at Morro Velho, 
had kindly offered to send mules for us to Juiz de Fora ; our 
delay had caused the troop to mai-ch northwards, and we were ia 
no small fear of missing it. Hired animals are here paid 5$000 
per diem each, including a mounted guide. But they ai-e seldom 
good, never safe, especially where a riding-habit is ui the casej 
and tlie iii'st comfort of travel in the Brazil depends upon your 
beast and yom- saddle. It was therefore with no small satisfaction 
that we found ten good beasts under the charge of Mr. Fitzpatrick, 
whose sole duty it was to look after them and their fm-niture. In 
Persia we should call this Master of the Moito Velho Horse » 
Mirakhor, Chief of stables, here lie is an Escoteiro or Ecuyer — ■ 
all I shall say of him is that he kept bis men sober, and that be 
made us thoroughly comfortable, 

Every traveller comjilaius of Ihe testy and petulant raulef 
every traveller rides mules, a necessary evil, as horses cannot 
stand long marches in this part of the Brazil. The beast may be: 
learned by studying the mulatto and the eunuch : like those 
amiable monsters, it appeal's to eye all creation with a general 
and undistinguishable hate. It will not become attached to the 

* Tliia Ui£ in taJieu fruni tlic ImlUnp, 
^ioalder )ike a Jtiad of canuuwifre ; it vm 



tt.1 S0P.— THi HOTEL,— THE MUI.E8. 

■, treat he it never so kindly ; the rider uan never be sure of 
aud of ail animals it is the most violently Rgitatcd by fear. 
cricks are legion, and it seems to feel a consciousness that 
■ reachery can always get the better of a struggle : elderly men, 
; ■ fore, prefer liorses to mules. It is a iiiiatuke to believe in 
I'nite's hardiness : here at least I find Uiat the sun soon tires 
luj tlittt it requires much gi'aiu, plentil'ul di-ink, and frequent 
'. During my travels in the Brazil one fell with me through a 
iije, despite tlie vaunted muline sagacity; another dropped on 
-ide ; " a tliJrd, a vicious little mule (macho), gave me as I was 
iitg loosely in the saddle a hoist which made me ask the day 
. ^ek for an hour afterwards ; and briefly, I never rode a hun- 
1 miles without my montm'e Musing the gi'oimd once, twice, 
liriee. In one point, however, the quadruped mule suqiasses 
liiped. The former looks up to the nobler side of the house, 
\ V. ill follow the lend of a horse rather than the wake of a 
iiniher bastard. The latter learns — curiously enough the father's 
t.iiiiily teaches him the lesson — not to do so. 

Our little caravan consisted of two " tropeiros" or muleteers, 
the ahnocreves of Portugal, and arreh'os of Spain. Miguel was 
llie driver (tocador), whilst Antonio acted guide. There were 
three baggage mules, including "Falloux," the scapegoat, and 
Estrella, tlie "star-faced," an incarnation of vice, ready to kick 
the hand that fed her. They had the old Brazilian packsaddle, 
described in detail by Mr. Luccock and Prmce Max., girt on by 
■tkilful hands over masses of heterogeneous packages, stuck as if 
|iUuitered. They will value the comfort of good loading who, by 
mgAging some dunderhead Eiu-opean, have lost all patience and 
alternate half-hours. The riduig beasts were "Itoao" the chea- 
niit, "Machinho," a small gi-ey mule, "Estrella No. 2," a good 
sun beast, and Ciunandongo the "male mouse," stout and willing, 
old, nnd therefore tolerably safe. Thus each had a single remount : 
nothing like the change after a few hours in a hottish smi. 
There were three horses, "Castanha" the bay, "Alazao" the 
roan, and an old white guide (madriuha) named " Prodigio," the 
sole prodigj' being its age. All were in good condition, with sound 
eyes and teeth, frotliing their bits to show their spirit ; there 
arc no "parrot mouths," and there ai'e few shiny places upon 
ytcir backs. "Lombo limpo," says the proverb, "boiu an-eiro."t 

mz L_ 
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A word before leaving Barbacena. The observations m 
M. Liais found no difficulty in ninnijig a line of railway via U^ 
city to Santo Autooio de Rio Acima and Sabai'd ou tbe Rio dm 
Vellias ; indeed he declares this to be the shortest and readiest 
road. If so, the dull old town lias a future. Juiz de Fora may 
be Cidk'd gay, because it has a daily anival and departure of tlu 
mail. Barbacena is galvanized by a bi-weekly coach, which keepi 
np a theatre for amateurs ami a billiard -room. We are 
abaut to see tlie outer darkness of places to which mules are tfa 
only transport. 



THE LINGO! D'OE. 




CHAPTER IX. 



We now digress from the most populous part of Minas, wliich 
lies almoet due nortli bettreen Barbacena and Diamantlna. Tlie 
toect, or north-west road, about 150 miles, between us aud the 
Uorro VeUio Mine has been trodden to iminterestinguesB. t I 
therefore took a libertj- with the mules, and resolved upon making 
1 right angle to the west, with a baae of thii"ty and a leg of ninety 
miles SB the crow flies. 

The good Dr. Renault supplied us with letters, not forgetting 
one for 8r. Francisco Jos6 de Meii-elles, innkeiiper of Barroao, 
the "muddy" where we intended to night. In this country 
" rwommendatioQs," as introductions are called, may often prove 
noTe valuable than bank-uotes. He accompanied us on horse- 
' b«ck for a few miles.l aud I felt sad when taking leave of him. 
Aman living upon conversation and exchange of opinion, and to 
,»hoin IaUe is bliss, he must find Barbacena as it now is, a penance, 
• porgntory. 

• Tine uil opproiimaW Icngtli ot etaget from IWbitcena "'i S. JoBo nnJ S)[o Joii lo 
Itwn Talho ■— 

1. BuUfsm la Butow . . hann E" Z(f itatnW milw 21. 

f 2. BartvK to S. J««o 7" 10' 

' 8. B. JoBa » a Jo^ I* 3iy 

4. 8. Jorf W AlagOa DonraiU . . ,, 0° !(/ 

B. AbgAa Daumlit to CntnapuAn ,, 5* Ifi' 

0. Ciun^iuui to Conganhnn do Campo „ 8* 0' 

7. Conginikui to Teixcim . , „ 5' Vf 

6. TBixeini to CocLo da Agoa . . „ 8° 'JS' 

». Cache de Agoi to Motto Velho . „ S' 1/ 

Thw the toul timo wm flftf lionra expcudod in covcrioK ]<J3 at 

lli«ntoiv, H eu\m yec liuur. Wlieo I IrmiA sloDU mj men nro 

■iuoMOlfgit orarsiic to mveii mileH ui bour. 

t In 1825 CUddcDsb (u- chips. 17—18). Mr. W»Wi {UW ti 
OtftebAD ma Iho List in 1813. 

i Thti complimentarf eacort ii known w ilie ' ' JaiiiKi<liil.i. 
«M( w M^wrol Itue^hoHt the iuleriu' af tlic BnuiJ. 
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To-day's march will be about five leagues," and occupy tli© 
usual thne, as mauy hours. Had the road riin along the Valley 
of the Rio daa Mortes, the distance between Bai'bacena and Sao 
Joao would have been shortened, it is said, from forty-eighfc 
to thirty-six niilea. But the ancients adopted the custom of the 
savagea^a custom with which the African traveller is painfully 
fumiliar. They made the ascents and descents as short as pos- 
sible by taking a bee line, and by disdaining a zigzag. The 
object, of course, was to strike the plateau as soon as tliey could, 
and to keep it as long as possible. The PauUsta saying is, 
" Ride slowly up the liill for the sake of your beast, prick fast 
over the level for the journey's sake, and ride gently down hilf 
for your own sake." Accordingly, oui- bridle-path cut over hills 
and dales covered with thin grass, glowing with hght, but lacking 
tlie glai-e of -\jabia and Sindh. The horizon was evidently of th© 
same contour, but flattened by distance into knobs and knuckles. 
The surface ghttered painfully at times witli debris of mica and 
crj'stallised quaitz ; there wei'e ugly descents of white earth, with 
rolling pebbles, and the water breaches (esbarrancados) were t 
monstrous size. 

Antonio, the guide, having declared that he knew the way, \oei 
no time in losing it. At one of many critical turns he brok^ 
to the south, and led us to the " Fazenda de Canyagora."f 
Through a woody bottom, over a bed of carbonate of lime, Bowed 
the little Eio Caieiro, " Limestone Creek," au affluent of tbq 
Rio das Moi'tes. This dolomite, covering sixteen square leagues^ 
sells for 0g280 to 0^820 per bushel at Barroao. It is good foil 
building pm'poses, and the burnt lime fetches 2$000 to SgOOO al 
Juiz de Fora. 

We found two " Campeiro" t lads, herders of black cattle, and 
offered them coppers in vain. They were going in their rags to 
the Campo — a juvenile taradiddle — they had not time to guide us, 
but tliey condescended to show us how to guide ourselves. >Va 

• Then speoking of inkuJ leagum, I jards over tlic tour mile" (7040 yarillb 

refer, unlecs it is otherwiM speuified, to Cimcsniing the lesgues and other in 

the old BruilUn, a little more than four of Icngtli, 1 liave gJTen all necemr 

EDgUah atatal« miles. FopBUrlf It nieuis .mation in the ApiieniUx of Vol. IL ' 

an hour's Htle. Amimias the animalii t M; friend Mr. Coiwey infm 

atrido at one yard, lud two strides per th.it the Pasendn in (iiiBition 

aocund — Ion* uphill auit moro down, or known »a "do Mello," or "ilos 

I'l*™ tvrti uttording to the beiwt— we liavo J FrinOT M«i. (lii. 8U and claewlicreli 

Wtfi? atvonJi = 72110 strides or yurds, ICO thuiu Caaip^ * " - - 
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' ---::<1 a large Ume-kiln, and shortly before sunstftwomiicloa long 
nt from the barren highland into a pretty picture.^qiie basin. 
Liil's-eye view showed an oasis (of Fiction) in thi? lU'^rt. All 
bright with Capiin Angola (Paniciim altisaimum)', atnd with 
- and ihe Poinseitia, whose brilhant red bracts, always tlie 
. '-.st light ia the picture, give it a centre, as it were, ami iJlu- 
ite tip like lamps the tints of tniuer flowers. The vegetafion 
. : I .-■ ba.sin ranges between England and India, from the weeprng 
: w, the Sicilian cactus, the orange, and tlie palm, to the plan- 
.. the coffee-ahrub, and the sugar-cane. Nor was the "utile" 
. tten ; the gardens smiled with yams and various greens. The 
-.;Ut! village boasts of a church, Nosso Seahor do Bom -Jesus ilc 
MatoBinhos (of thickets) do Barroso ; of a chapel that accommo- 
dates N" S* do Rosnrio, and of a half-finished sriuare, with the 
nnnoal two shops of seccos and molhados — dry and wet goods. 
The brightly whitewashed tenements are disposed as usual in 
single lines and scatters. Each has its quintal, or "compound" 
if flowers, fruit-trees, and vegetables, with a few coffee-plants and 
n patch of sugar. Such was Bairoso when we visited it. Once 
ilie Fazenda do Barroso, whose last possessor was the Capitao 
■ -■: Francisco Pires, it has now become a district in the Munici- 
hty of Barbacena." 

A curious contrast there was in the beauty and elegance — 
I use the word — of this Brazilian village, and the homely, 
;) .vely auburus of modem England and France and of "New 
' Knca." 

^^"e presented our letter to Sr. Meirelles, who condescend- 

_ly bade us alight,! otherwise we bad remained in the saddle. 

dirty-picturesque " mob of muleteers pressed to the door and 

1 us as if we bad come from one of the " foreign parts" which 

I ;^ described. The estabhshment was the common compound 

I ilie third and fourth phases assumed by venal hospitality in a 

laud where every second gentleman keeps open house. 

No. 1 is the Pouso, a mere camping-ground, whose proprietor 



• td 1820, when Mr. Walsh jnuised + " Apcar : " it 

iLniugh "BiiiTD»a,"»»hB callsit, tha pUcB hntte" to dianiomi 

n* lUIl a PuenrlB. CoHoiu to u;, in the tion, miiei-iallj nt ■■ 

Dtp of H. Oerlni (ISQS). it 'a pUced upcin here all the faononn 

Ih« north nr right hunk of IJie Kio ilw {irii&to, aro eipecte 

MnrHu, in thie cmw the wrang txtnL In whilst the limt a 

i)iH ph»rt o( M. BonnoisWr (1850) it dow hia dwoUing. 
not «pr«r- 



woald \<e " indeiwiit 



Mid Mremnni™ f*f tb* 
1 by lbs irnblic, honn, 
it iBMt u eiignuit U 
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does not object' to let troopers water their mtiles and tether tJiei 
to stakes, ;•!» the first qnarter of the present century travellei 
were oft,et>. 'condemned to nights it la beUe I'lviU in these ger 
of accomcoodation, which have now become populons villages a 
tovns. ' ' ' 

No;. 2, the Rancho, represents the " Traveller's Bungalow, 

.It^cJciiig, however, cot, chair, and table, Thugs and Dacoifa 

'.Essentially it is n long, tiled shed, sometimes fronted by 

.Verandali on wooden posts or brick pillars; at other times wit 

' outer walls, and even with inner compartments, formed by taipB 

adobes, or clay and wattle. Here the muleteers unload; 

beasts wander undidveu to the pasture, whilst the masters build 

fire, hang their kettle, gipsy fashion, from a tripod of t 

strew on the ground by way of bedding the hide covers of t 

cargoes, and m&be a snuggery with parallel partitions of neat]} 

piled pannitii-st and pack-saddles. The Brazilian poet describi 

the Bancbo — 

£ poi gnipoa afnulioftiaB, 
Em BED oeotro esUo ureioti, 
Sncos, oouros e brnscaa.J 

It requires the skin of a " tropeiro " to sleep in such places : 
swarm with strange, outlandish vermin, which biuTow into yon 
llesh, and which make tljeir homes nnder your nails. 

No. 3 is tlie Venda, or sliop, a decided advance, but no 
"thoroughly respectable." I was once reproved for owning I 
having enjoyed the opposite extremes of Fazendn and Ver 
It is the "pulperia" of tlie Hispono-American colonies, tl 
village emporium of England, combined with the grocery and H 
c-house ; it sells " a' things," from gailic and prayer-book 
a and rum, cake and candles ; sometimes it is double, wit 



B pUfi of Brittuij nnd paddla dE 
'. ■ d frem Deronsliire vii Da- 
home ind Sindb, &c, to Aastralia. Thu 
vsj of malung it i> almoet cvBrjwhecc thu 
■ame ; I will not, therefora, dcsorihe tho 
pKMH. When tbe cUy ia stiff uiJ ron- 
Ikini omitU qnarti pohblee, it formg n gnnd 
wall. It alvajB requires, LoBeTer, te bo, 
u the plinuc is, well hatted juid boat«d~ 
supplied with wide earea to aare it frrnn 
tile raJD, and a, Btime or brick foitiidiktion 
Id preTsnt the moisture of the ground cit- 
ing aimj t3ie bnae. 
t The Jar& ia mnde of the Inmboo bark 



split and I'Uite^ : it ie n flat panlUcgn 
emitting the nek of Kalt or coOmv 1 
fitting oliwe to tbs cnngalha or padt^idd 
The " broaea " ia a baliack'a hide *Dfta! 
in WBl«r, Bbaped and kwd ioto a rode i 
with coTor, and iiUo"ed to dry, wbcn 
becomca hard as wnod. The woid 
written hj old writen Boroaias, by I 
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'1 side for wet, *nd the other fop dry goods. A pouiiter,* 

- wbicli swings the mile bahtnce, bisects the length. De- 

■n it and the door are stools, boxes, or inverted tubs. The 

"t.iuicr touches hat ttj the proprietor, and is hercuiiou told to 

frtwB. Behind the " balcfto" is sacred ground, admitting to 

Hpieccpum. The shelves of nntrinuned wood rn-e laden with 

;;^, cnns, and other pottery, and on botli sides with full and 

1 ]j>ty Iwittles, upright and cuuchant. On the floor are salt-bina 

1 open kegs of coarse sugar and beans, a box or two of maize, 

■■ of lard and salted meat — the iiopular "came seca," a rope 

['lack tobacco curled round a stick, and tins and demijohns of 

.' Iu<:nl rum. The items are umbrellas, horseshoes, hats, 

iiTors, belts, knives, long pistols (gamichns), cheap guns, am- 

iiuiition, and sewing gear — in fact, everj'thing that can be 

Luied by rustic man or woman. The Venda has usually a room 

iL-.re strangers are accommodated with a large platterl for ablu- 

i)s, a wooden bunk, a long-legged table, and"a low bent'h. 

\o. 4 is the Estalagem, or Hospedai-ia, the inn where we shall 

'\-j,c at Marianna ; and No. 5, and last, is the more pretentious 

itl, or 'otel, with which tlie reader has made acquaintance at 

' iiha^ena. 

W'e bad omitted tlie advisable precaution of sending forwards 

■rder dinner, and two hours' delay converted it to a supper. 

! ii ■ menu was the usual thing. The flesh is represented by a 

ijr h of roast pork, wliich no stranger in the Brazil will touch 

'■- f he baa seen the behaviour of St. George's pet animal. The 

b.i/.at pig of India la a better specimen of education. There is 

usiiftUy a tough stewed fowl, au ri?,l with head and neck, ^bleta 

imd four shanks, but wanting probably a wing and a thigh. (Kufs 

an plat§ are common as pigeons and omelettes in Itnly. The 

Brnxil, like England, ia a land of one sauce, red and yellow 

peppers!! gathered from tlie garden, and bruised in broth and 

* Stletr: § Otds estnlLuJoB ; tLmwn upon a liot 
i- Gamella, a hollovnl Ixi'*] "t antno plate, oopiousl; Urded, and often Bwiin- 

•oft tres, GDl^i^lj ^ Oomollcirn (Picns ming in brown liquid. 
ilaU«m\ nt times tix or earea feot in cir- II Holba de pimenta (onpeiiTiun). Of 

camfenmee. 800 Ohap. SI, wwt. S, fnr these there nro nuuiy vuietic* kuown to, 

a farther notica of tUl popular articlo. In and cultiialed bf, the aborifpnes 1 tlia 

tlie hmuM it i* of isrioDB ibBpos, round, "8ynUni"meDtioiistaDBp«cieH. Ihcbeatui 

iqiwre, and oblong, cieep and Bballow, Mid probablj the jrellow-ikinimd rounded Pi- 

U mmi remindeil me of the pUllcm whioh mealA do Oheiro (nf portomo, C, ovatum or 

I WW M Ilnrrar in Efi«t Africa. odoriforum, alio Jni), •uperinr, in mj 

* GaUinha enaopaila, oaoally lolorablj opinion, to Dial nt Nopaiil. TUora la aba 
done, ImtalifBjB ft -'Biidden death." the Chmm' Comprido, or long mneller, 
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Umejuice. The feijoada, loeallj' called " tutii de feijfto,"* is tht 
staff of life in the many i)lacea where wheaten bread is nnpro 
curable, and corn bread is unknown. I have heard on Irishman 
call it a " bean poultice," and, 'faith, tlie unsavoury siinile fitter 
esftctly. It is a mixture of farinha with haricots, flavoured will 
toucinho (cutis and suinus), the oil and cooking-butter of tht 
country. This adipose tissue of boned, disembowelled, and an* 
fleshed pig, slightly salted, is hjgienicaUy well adapted to beans 
combining carbon with nitrogen ; unfortunately it enters into 
almost evejy dish, and it does no good to the digestion of " Young 
Brazil." The same may be said of many places in the Western 
United States and in China, where people are almo!>t made ol 
pork. Apparently it is a favourite food in young lands. In Europe 
we are told dui-ing many centuries the only auunal food general]^ 
used was pork; beef, veal, and mutton being corapai-atively un* 
known. The rice is sensibly cooked. Brazilians know tlie knack, 
whereas the Enghsh and the Anglo-Americans still persist in 
eating the husk.l 

For dessert t appears a tureen-full of eanjica — boiled maize 
sweetmeats, of which all orders and ages are exceedingly fond. 
Canjica is " kitchen "d " with brown sugar, with quince conserve, j 
or with guava cheese.!| The two latter are served up in wooden 
boxes, or in flat tins. They are universal favourites, 8up< 
posed to facilitate digestion, and they accompany salt cheesy 



^m Pimenti 
^H the BIT 



&nd the Cheiro iloco. Straneers often bring 
with them from Bnnipe a nnniery preju- 
dice Bgsiiut this eicelteat BtomochiD, nnpe- 
rior for opening the appetite to all ah- 
nnthe. Prince Max. vw iriii«T : " Dbob 
cea forttfl hnniidea .... cette ipice e»t 
eioellente pour Is digeation, tt pent *nni 
pMBer pour un Klirifuge tria aJuUire" 
<iii. S). So IB Pan] <1q Chulla (A^aogn- 
land, chBp. 3. ) ' • The pepper itself 
I believe to bo a Terj usofnl meiiicino in 
this climate, for I have often fonnd boneSt 
fnno it when unwell tutd fereriih, by tak- 
ing a moderate quantity in aj food." Bra- 
liliaiu are enceetlingly fond of pepper, mi 
vsre their Indian predocefmni, who used 
"mnita somma ds pimenta." Ajuonget 
the ten well-known kinds we find the 
FimentSo, or large pepper (Oapiicnni eor- 
diformo, or in Tupj, Qoiji-ajli, also 
Pimeatio cnmprido), mneh culiiTated 1^ 
"■- BiTages. Yet the Bnudliani do not 
enjoy the large l>oited pods of 
) SpHoiikrda are so fond. In old 



bookfi we find many native names for U 
different epeciee: Pimenta-pDca, Pou dnOL 
Quiyaqui, Quiy*.apni (comipled to Ciij* 
pia), (jniya-Cumari, or Cumbari, QuJfl 
af(i (torrupted to Cuifaemofu), InquiU 
Peeijunnin, Sabaa, and others. !%« y 
neric naine in Tupy wag Qaija or Qnl 
juba ; in Corib " Axi ; " in Pamni 

* The Pcij&o (Phnaootiu vulgaris) i 
tttkee the plaee of the Egyptian Plil (1 
dammiu, etc.] It is of nuuijr kind^ 
mnlato, fiilalgo, preto, rfiio, inearaailr^ 
eaTOllo, and to CutOi, 

t I have explained all thii in the "£al 
It^ona nf Central Africa," i. 398, yetU 
Britiah rice-eater still feeds like the Pi 
Son in distreaa. 

$ Bobre-miea, literally on the tiihle. 

§ Mann£l&da, net to be confounded vi 
our marmalade. 

|[ tioisbida, from goiiba, whence o 
gunva (Feidium pjrifenm). 
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FROM BARBACESA TO BARIiOSO. 



• tmi fts cheese and puddiug go together in niifient Vorksliire. 
1 !].■ wine, where there is any, caUs itself Lisbon, and is dyewood, 

lasses rum, and half a tumbler of the worst juice of the Bar- 

r.lona grape ; the popular name for it is " caastic." Sometimes 
■hew is Bordeaux, and then we may inf|uire, as did the Teuton 
if Iiis eeclestastical host, " Renhor Batre, esile e hinho ou binidu-e?" 
Every feed invariably ends with a cup of coffee, not "water 
I'cwit4?faed,"' as in Enghmd, but, though rich, badly made. The 
[■can is burned to blackness, as in Egypt; it is pounded, not 
i.Ti>tmd, as in England ; but it is always strained, boiling water 
king poured through the charged bag. Moreover, the popular 
|__syeet tooth makes it into a 8}^^lp witli treacly Rapndura, and 
tapadora — coisa dura,"' justly observes the Brazilian Mr. 
Of com^e there Is as little sitting after dinner as in 
1 or a little Russian town, 
jfiuch is the Jantar (diimer), the pi-ototype of Alino^o, or break- 
The latter, however, in the better inns ends with a 
tobre-mesa of tea and cafe au lait, the milk always scalded, witli 
fread, or tliat failing, with biseuitt and Irish butter. The people 
nrelike King George I., who preferred his oystere stale, and the 
;"io(l citizens, who love to "taste" theii- fiah and eggs, complain 
Ilmt the fine fi-esh butter made by Uie Germans lacks flavour, and 
1 have seen many a man temper it, as Sue/, people do the Nile 
ter, with a pinch of salt. This adjunct to the minor meal 
minils me of our "fasts" at Oxford, where the day was knoiwn 
h meat plus lish. 
My wife was allowed to swing lier hammock in an inner room j 
I passed tlie night on and under nigs in tlie verandah. The air 
; cold, colder than at Barbacena. We had been gradually 
tceitding, and a stranger would have expected wannth from 
this anng hollow. In the Brazil it is the reverse. The first- 
cotners, I have said, when not priests, built dweUing-honses 

Kb afterwards became villages, towns, cities, in bottom- 



[ "Bapftdum, thing t' 
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I peculiar t 
iiTitftlliietl BugBT froiD wbi{:h 

bw not been drunei). Tbe 

II ta Cbanc&iH or Bafljiofliirtk 
BiL III ii. 2tta), where it alsn menra 

wilb th« BjiTip oxpremed from the 

or mred stnlf, nml sIIobcI to ilmin 

being thus ciat like 



bullcta. Tlic traveller rouet nac it in the 
far wcat of the Bniiil. lU Bale merit in 
thai of being very portable. I ne'er mw 
it in the Unileil SlalflB, or in other Bugiu-- 
Kruwing InaJa. 

+ Genomily Rosea, our " nuilt," too 
often roaeinliling the " mck of agm," ■,■ 
the var liici^ait waa colled in the Unltvd 



lamlti, ivhero wiiter for mills ( " iiioniolos " ) and Iiome uses 
neiu' and plentiful. Evapomtiou beiug excessive made the hollowB 
rawer than the heights hy night, and as tlie sun is not yet coloured 
German-silver iu the Brazil, the cold was followed by the other 
extreme. A small difference of altitude here determines tha 
worth or wortldessness of landed property. When men say that 
the soil is "cold" tliey mean that it is low-lying anil subject to 
frosts, which destroy coffee and sugar : it may be geologically tha 
same as its neighbour on the other side of the hill, yet it is unfit 
for any but such pauper cidture as cotton and cereals. Long ago 
Theophrastus' obsen'ed that it freezes less on hills than on hills, 
and it is an old remark tliat the ascent of warm ail- preserves vines 
and other plants on heights when they would perish in 
valleys. 



" TheophrsstnB, v. 20, I ((iioto from 
p. 74 of a valuable bnok uhioU van oblig- 
ingly Boct to ms b; tho Editor, "Eeuj on 



De»,"liy WilHam Ch.irl<» WeUa. 
by L. P. Caaelk, F,B.A.a U 
Longmans, 1860. 




* 01 nil itiTentiom, the alphabet and the printing pissa alone Gxccpl«d, those 
lOTiDtiona irhioh abriilga ilUtiuioe havo done most for the ciriliiatioa of our 

RiaiSG before dawn on the next day, we found from the blood- 
itt«d tildes of our animals tliat they had suffered severely from 
liH vampire (Vespertilio Naso, or Phylloatomus Spectrum), aPhyl- 
1 ■Jiom, locally called by the generic nnrae of " Morcego " Andim 
')i Gnandira. These big ruddy-biwwn bnta, of ghostly flight and 
eunnibal tastes, are confined to the American continent, and they 
mmccountably prefer particular spots. I found many of them in 
the island of Sao Sebastiao (Sao Paulo), where tliere is no cattle- 
i)ree<Iing. They seem to select the neck, shoulders, withers, and 
liin J -quarters of animals, — in fact, to attack where they can least 
' h ilistnrbed.* When a " raw " exists it is chosen before other 
pWes. The muleteers declare that the phlebotomy does no 
iiann. I remarked that it always enfeebled the patient. In Sao 
Pflulo and Minas no case of a man Ijavbir; been bitten by the 
"ngly Bpectre-bats " came under my notice. They did, however, 
much damage to the earlier European settlements in the New 
World. Cabiza de Vaca (1543) was wounded by the leaf-nosed 
laaroon- coloured monster near the Lake Xnrayes. Messrs. Bates 
and \. R. Wallace, and my excellent friend Mr. Cliarles H. WiUiams, 
of Bahia,f suffered in person on tlie Amazons, where the rhinophyll 
appears to be decidedly anthropophagous. Koster mentions the 
use of an owl-skin to preserve animals from the leaf-nose. 

Ee mode of tlio vampire's attack has of late years become 
lihej, i. 144, relates tlmt they h\l initc<1 in the big bw <luring n single night. 
1 of boTBoa and grently torrifieil the Mr. WilliumB felt Uw biW of the hmtc, 
I W™>«1« Prince Max. lii. 91), noror mlw and found a pnnctured woand about one- 
mm hlcl hj UienL uijjlith of nn inch in diameter. 

+ All hi« party of ihrse »ar« pUeboto* 



tlic Butiject of debnte. The woiind is softly finil skilfully iii- 
Hicted — I never saw ray horses or mules terrified by it. Prince 
Max. asserts befoi-e the doubting days, " Ce vampire {Phylli 
tomus) fait avec ses dents nu grand trou dans la peaii des 
animnux." Gardner believes the puncture is made by the sharp 
hooked nail of the tliumb. Lieutenant Hemdon thinks that tha 
tusks bite, wliiUt the uosti'ils ai'e fitted for a suction apparatus. 
Others trace the wound to tlie papillte of the tongue, an organ 
of action. The annature of the jaw, however, speaks for itself. 
It must be like a Vision of Judgment to awake suddenly and ta 
find upon the tip of one's nose, in the act of diawing one's life- 
blood, that demonical face with defonned nose, satjT-like earsi 
and staring fixed saucer eyes, backed by a body measuring two 
feet from wing-end to wing-end. No wonder that it suggested to 
the simple savage the subordinate fiend " Chimay," who thinned 
him by draining Uie sap of life. 

We set out at 4'30 a.si. — the latest tijue that slioiUd be allowed 
even at this season — when notliing injui'es mules so much as 
travelling in the post-meridian snn. The bridle-path led ovec 
the same style of Campos, gleaming yellow with coai'se low grass, 
and perfmned with the hardy wild rosemary.* Even the gramens 
had lost the culms of fructification seen below the Mantiqueira, 
Everj'thing except the snn told us that mid-winter was at hand. 
Vfa forded sundry veins, all running northwards to the main 
artery : near one of them we enjoyed a roadside breakfast, and 
we persuaded tlie tropeiros of a neighboming gipsy camp ta 
refresh ns with coffee. We might easily have fed at the half- 
way ranch at the Kio Elvas (P.N.)t Here is a bridge in th^ 
style of ancient Minas, with central ridge, huge balustrade, and 
roof of ponderous tiles. 

As we tradged along slowly in the fierj- sunshine, Ollaria and^ 
otlier out-stations, nestling white in the cool verdure of th( 
hollows, made ns sigh for their shade. At noon we saw with i 
thrill of pleasure far below the Valley of tlie Great River of tha 
Murder -deaths, I whose sources we passed in the Mantiqui 
Range, to tlie south-east of Barbacenn. Here its valley, even a1 
this dry season, was much cut up with water ; during the rains ii 

* Roamsuinlio do Campo, & Lantana (T) vUch Mr. Wslali (ii. 227) places ntm 

t Or Rio do Elvm, populnrl)' prooniincwl Bnrroso ! 
Emu : hencB some tnTcllors write it t I^o <!>■ Hortea QraQile md PeqnsDA 

•'EervtB.'' Cioit be the " Wkl.tEinnntli," 
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tnA be a lake. A little furtiier on it will receive a soutberly 
nfiuent, the Lesser Rio das Mortes, aiid the two anastoinusiitg 
""=1 of S, Jouo, will fonu the true Rio das Mortea. This, 
11, falls into the Rio Gmnde, also called the Parana, being 
Lfiitl -stream of that mighty artery, and dividing the Provinces 
^.lo Paulo and Minas Geraes, 
M'unt six miles to our right rose the craggy Uiiea of tlie S. 

I mountains. Far to the left was "St. John of the King," 
-tUng with a dozen churclies, spread like u white sheet upon 
ill-side, grim and jagged as the Togi's bed. Under our feet, 

II its little river-plain lay the Anaial* de Matosluhos, & 
laiiug suburb, distant a mile and three- quartei-a — more 
1' Uy, eight hundred Brazilian fathoms — fi'om tlie city. We 
-~t'd up the neat principal street, and entered a main stinare 

. uied by the best houses, each with its flower garden, set oflf by 
;■ w coffee shrubs of prodigious size, and the richest verdure.f 

i-ic is no priest, but the church of the Esinritu Santo 
1 tared, externally at least, in good order. Here duiing its 

;■ pilgrims flock from the country for the spiritual refreshment 

|iraring througli the day and night. 

Matoainhos stands where once stood the far-famed " Capao de 
,tii;ao" — Tree-clump of Treachery — a term dating from the 
ys which named its stream " River of the Deaths," or rather 
imu-ders. At the end of the seventeenth century, the Paulistas, 
especially the Taubatienses, or people of Taubate, a Paolistan 
dty in the Valley of the Parahybn do Sul, found gold diggings m 
most ports of their captaincy, now the Province of Minas Geraes; 
and tliey incontinently claimed all the rights of discoverj'. One 
of their Podorosos, named Manoel de Borba Gato, arrogated to 
himself the title of Governor of tlie Mines, and he was supported 
by his comitrjTneu. They determined to expel, some say to 
massacre, the Forasteiros or Foreigners, meaning the emigrants 



* Arraial (Armfiil), or B«U, neaoB pro' 
pair tha ni7>l head^qiiuUn in a evnp. 
Hiiu Ciaorui <iii. 4:1) — 

" Ji a« Qinpo do Ouriqae ae nKentatn 
O MTsi*] noberbo e belUeoso. " 
" Nov <nx Uiuicjuc's field vat v't^'^ ^'■'1 



Tlu: Liuiui 'caaipiu 



{iroud und belli- 



tha povwuaO, or riliag* of olden ilay», bo- 
Biun it WM mcBtly fortifiod, and it ww 
generally in the preMDce ol lli« IniMnn 

t In these -placet, whieh are nimiUy well 
wntered, if not manuntJ, fniit-trmM mJ 
shrub* thrire oxoeptioDsIly. P»f6 do 
QuintiJ, for insUuira, nieiuis winicthiiig 
miicli inoro liixaiiiuil lluui •iiftl is grown 
ill the oiicii. 
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trom Portugnl and Eui'oiie. The latter, nicknamed the " Phari 
aees of Miiias," chose &a their Govenior the Portuguese Manuel 
Nunes Vianna (Viana), " White Man and European," and thus 
began, in 1708, the celebrated wni-a of the Caboclos* and Em- 
boabaEJ — " Bed-skina and Feather-legged fowls." 

Vianna, then the " Grey-eyed Man of Destiny," sent from 
Oui'o Preto a thousand miners under a blood-thirsty %-illain, 
Beuto do Aniiu-al Coutinho, to assist his party the Forasteiroa. 
The Paulistaa, who were hutted iu the Tree-clump of Treachery, 
were persuaded to laj- down their nrnis, and were foully massacred 
to a man by the mob of slaves and cut-throats who foUowedt 
Amoral. The Governor and Captain-General of Rio de Janeiro, 
D. Fernando Martina Mascarenhas de Lancastro, who succeeded 
Artur de Si, went to the Arraial with four companies of troops : ha 
W68 met as an equal by Viaima of the will of bronze, and he w 
presently induced to retire, i In 1708 the Governor was succeeded 
by Antonio de Albuquerque Coelho de Carvalho — a man i 
different stamp. He mastered Vianna, and permitted him to 
retire from the Mines, and to live upon his property near the Bio 
de Sao Francisco. " \\niether his merits were rewarded by th« 
Court," says Southey,g "is nowhere stated; they are, however, 
acknowledged in (hia ?) history." Albuquerque, it is generally 
believed, pardoned Vianna by order dated August 22, 1709i. 
The King (I>. Joao V.) subsequently revoked this, and directed 
that both the ringleader, with Amaral and liis secretary, Fn 
Miguel Ejbeii-o, should be arrested. Some say that Vianna die« 
at large, others in the prison of Bahia. These civil discords breed 

tuid it is npplicil inBultinglj-, Bomovlili 
like UUT "nigger." Yet I bam known ^ 
niau nick-name bimself "Caboclo." Priae 
Max. (i. 30—1) mjB tbnt the mirt 
white and Indian piuluces the Uam 
tbe negro and ladian Coriliocoa (popnlait 
Cafui, Gorrujit«d to Cafoso), the pim £i 
diana Indies, the civiliicd rcd-ddni Oabl 
pIos, tliB wild Indians Oentios, Tapnyiia 



• Aooording to the eiact VHrDiiagen "Cii. 
ImmIo " or "Cabooolo" means "jioeled," 
or " plooked," because the abori^ues re- 
mored tlie body hair as the Ohriatian 
Bmriliam used to do, and as Oriental 
p^Ies still do. Man^ralT (llist. Hat. 
Qns. 268) applies "OaribocaB" and "Ga- 
bucka'' to Uie mixture of white, negro, 
and Indian : in Ibis be is supporlwl bj 
Oirdner (p. 22). Piiooe Uax. calls em- 
Used Indians " Qtboeke " (i. 30), and 
olwwheie (i. 110) makes the word equiva- 
lent to Tapouyas, puro "Indians. St. 
Hit (IIL ii. !&S) auoH* Uiat Caboclo or 
Caboco il contemptaousl; applied to llie 
pore Indian. On the Amaious, m ibe ' ' Na- 
toialist" informs ua (L 3G), the civilised 
Indian is eallod Tapujo or CnliOvlo. A<:' 
cording lo my experience the uord now 
jBc^n/t a laitn with ii mixture of red Mooil, 



t Some write Erabuabo. 
explained I? Uual (i. lih). Boa Bautfa) 
liti. S8G). In many parU of the Itaud'^" 
" kniekerhocker " fowl is still tan 
"Bmbosbii." 

% Local tradition says that Viaims w 
4000 mitn met D. Fernando at Oonga 
di) Caiu]>o, and compelled him, 
tlireau, to march bock upon lUo de Jas 

S History (iii. 83). 



Ini^-liTed results. The FaiiliBtas imd Mineiros ai'e cousins ; but 
the two branches are still alienated by the battles for gold on the 
Riu das Mortes aiid elsewhcie. 

Bejond the pretty suburb lay the " Agua Linipa," pure as the 
Ne>ii : well it deser\'es its nanie. The pebbly bed is now forded, 
■nd during the rains a "pingela," or "piiigella," a beam, often an 
unsqoared tree-trunk, oftener without than with handrail, suffices 
far communication." liigher »p is a broken bridge dating from 
the days when Matosinhos had a flourishing gold mine ; it ended 
Kith the bursting of a, dyke like the " Sadd El Arem." Reaching 
the Municipal Falace and Prison, wu were ai'rested by the normal 
procession on the fete of Corpus Christi ; we pidled off our hats 
and we sat in the sun till it passed. 

There was nothing remarkable in the " function." All the 
Irmandadesf SodaUties, or Tertiaiy Ordere, were there, — white 
men in red cloaks, brown men in green, and black men — 
naturally — in white. Not wanting were tlie Anjinhos, or little 
angels, chits In short ciinolines, irilled pantalettes, satin shoes, 
and fancy wings, all under ten, apparently the iie plus ultra of the 
angelic age, and all learning vanity witli a will. There was a 
profiise waste of wax taper, and very little of art in the images. 
The princijial ecclesiastic bore the Host under an embroidered 
rnnopy, and military with music brought up the real'. 

These processions wei'e much patronised by Nobrega and the 
great Jesuit lights of 1850. Doubtless the show, the melody, 
and the mystery, won many a stray Tupi sheep for tlie Fathers' 
fbld.I These ardent votaries were followed by men who thought 
with Hosius, "Strip the Chm-ch of its pomps and pageontr), 
and its doctrines will become as the fables of ^Esop." The rite 
)>resently declined, became a system of fai'ces and masquerades, 
"irreverent ceremonies, and ridiculous mummeries.§ In tliese 



* The Inilioiis of the Itnull, tiko thoan 
nf tlie Orinncn, laadc siisi>cnBion briiigtM (it 
Uinui, aovon together in the aimplest 
fMUon, Mut kUoveil to oKilUte sbove tbe 
valor. A " huul-mi] " nf vinu or creeper 
Hkfcltd Um ittmniger to tWnd; hini- 

t HutokiDg this iiutitutiap. Mr. Wa]»li 
fa. 134) looit«> at SIo Jolo Vwo Mnvcnls 
at » tine wliOD rcUgjoiu orders vera not 
io esMblisti tliimuelTn in Minaa 
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Ugion que les formes crtiricnrea dii culte. 
Amnleurs ilo lout ce qni tiont ft nn oniro do 
cliTfmoDisB pr^sentes, ilx Irouvcat ii.ua In 
cuite obrfitien dcs jouusiuices pnrlicu- 
Mria." PriDOO Mu, ii. 366. 

§ St. ail. (HI. L 100). I ua, bia wonli, 
for he wft8 n vcrj CaUioIio nud a " Tro- 
fc»aor," M far SB a sciontifio ro»n can be. 
So in the Pravinoo of PaBto, fliuonpt the 
Anciwt, Humboldt saw the Indian* danoiog, 
miuksd, and hang with belLi, round tlu) 
nltnr whore Ji Fiiuiciwiu «w iik-nUtt^ VV* 
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days it is perfectly nnd dully decorous, and it subserves the un 
purpose of " bringing people together." It combines the | 
menade, the visit, the iiic-nii- — in fact, it is tlie one outlet, 
grand parade, for poor human vanity, bei-e bo little, when 
Europe so copiously, aiied. And wherever in the Brazil the citiza 
have, primo, little to do with the outer world, secuiido, little to i 
at home, there this style of devotion flourishes. At Sao Joio 1 
hefti'd the bell-ringing of Oxford : all the day luid half the i 
was made vocal by the " dobrar," slow-tolling, the lever I 
used, and "repicar," i-ingiiig in triple bob-niajnr, when 
tongue is liamiiiured with the hitud. It was ii " furnace of a 
a " tempest symphony." 

We followed the Praia, or Eastern Quay, stone revetted, wH 
the opposite side is not. This en rcmnche has a picturesque! 
of aqueduct lately repau'ed. The Itio de Sao Joiio, descripl 
but erroneously tenued by some travellers Rio Tejuco,* flff 
through the city to the common resen'oii- ou the north-eft&t. 
this season it is a fihit of water trickling dowu a foul bed, dog 
and catty. Like many a once rm-al stream iu Euglaud, it •km 
only breadth, volume, and washiug. Two old-fashioned bridg 
of Bolid stone, each with three arches of about twenty feet spa 
cross it : to the east, and neai- tlie Oaniwa, is Poute Novo, lookii 
very elderly, and capped with » cross. Westward lies the Piint 
do Ilosario. 

Seen from its streamlet, Sao Joao is strikingly pictui-esqne. 
The snowy buildings of the northern sectiou spread out, trigon* 
shaped, upon the Quay; thence, rich in tall houses, massive i 
and clumps of wondrous verdure aud staitling flowers, tbfi 
BwaiTu up tlieu' wild and remarkable background of Sci-ra, once tl 
El Dorado, the focus of auriferous deposit. To the left, al 
lending its foot for the city to rest upon, is the Serra < 
Lenheiro, said to be 3000 feet above sea-level.t It is ridge 
and i-ibbed with that Inu'd taleose slate soon to become so fanrilil 

• Rio Tejaco would miaui " lund rirer." 
The TojM (or Ijngua (ieral) " Tyjuca," uIsd 
vrittusn TiJucB, tg npiilieJ to nuuiy pLuoa 
in the Bmiil wherv the fint ex]>loren> 
/ouml s haul Tyjucopib* or Tyjucoplo, iu 
Foringosni itUileiro at Luuw^, 8 alough or 
qiM^ire. The Diet. traiuUtea TjjCi "es- 
cunA,"frolli or fwiiii; and Tyjucii "lama," 
biuTOpoilrflor npodrwei — luud, Tollon cliij, 

Ifi rM, M Stf MU tbe lUo TejOoo w > 



DouJt iufluDDt frnm the north, which, Ji 
liy the " Boi-rciro " from the coBt, 
tbe "Rio Acinut," t^e w«ilnra moUob 
the SOo Joto streain. 

i- Some say 5700—6000. But Um ( 
ja uDly ]20O feet (Arneira) &hoTa mtlei 
and abuut iStiH feet bctaw Bu-bueniL 
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e tliiimest bi-ownish brusliwood, finda place there, ami the 
1 looks like a magiiilied thistle, a vast teazle. To the 
s the " Bocfiina," or Gap, the water-gate of the River of 
rder-Deaths ; and further still, the Serra de Sao Jose, a 
t of the Lenheiro, walls in the view. 
I deposited our very hot and dusty selves iu the Hotel 
, kept by Sr. Joaqiiim Jose de Almeida, and seat our 
( " to the Capitao Custodio de Almeida Magalliaes, who 
insisted upon oiu: " cutting our mutton " with him. 
Btly, lounging at the doorwai-, we espied, la the act of 
I by, an indubitable British hat — white, massive, and broad- 
Unlike Eothen, but very like other Eaglishmea in 
r circumstances, we took the liberty of asking the wearer's 
lity, and when surprise at the sudden process had worn off, 
1 ourselves sitting and chatting witli Dr. Lee, a Kentish 
r a man of Kent. He had married, settled, and spent 
iree yeais, "on and off," at Sao Joao. Presently he 
!ed us to Jlr. Charles C. Copsy, of Cambridge, who there 
nown Dome of my undergraduate kinsmen. He also had 
through the Church; he was n Ueut.-colonel of real 
volunteers, seventy-four stalwart youths, well armed 
and uniformed ; moreover, he was Professor of English, geo- 
graphy, and mathematics at the Lyceum. 

It was pleasant to fall so unexpectedly upon these two culti- 
vated English gentlemen, to brush up reminiscences, to exchange 
adventures, and to hear the chaff of our own land. More 
pleasant still to find that their home habits had not permitted 
Ihemselres to become Brazilianised. Brazilian is good, and British 
lia^ood; the mixture, as is said of other niattei-a which shall be 
MS, spoils two good things. It much suggests the old saw, — 



rl8, 
on 



n'a que ti-op souvent a rougir des compatriotea que Ton 
rencontre dons les regions eloignees." And, for the personal 
kindness of my fellow- countrjTuen of Sfto Jouo, I can only beg 
them to receive our heartfelt thanks. 

Before ending in sleep tlie uncommonly satisfactory evening, 
we may prepare for an inspection of tlie city to-raorxow." 

• I hare boiTQWMl [foely from tte Apon- CidftdadB S. JoBo Dcl-Uci {*!.'-l, Prorinoia 
(Mnentta da Popultt(sIO| Topogmphia, e de Miniui Qerara, I'or J"** Antonio 
Kotidki ChnmiilDgiisu do Muuicipio dn Radricnet ^ Jol^ ^'^^ ^ ()><:)• '^XP- 
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■\Vhen Sebastiao Feruandes TouriuLo (liscovered in 1572 
emernl<l mines which proved to he ridiculous grass-green touEi 
malines, the Brazilian interior was at once traversed by intrepid 
bands of explorei-s and pioneers, mostly PauUstas. The namei 
generally quoted are those of Bartholomen Bueuo da Silva,— 
by cognomen O Anhanguera, popularly translated Old Devil, and 
suggesting the Shaitan Ka Ohai of Sindh ; his brother-in-law, 
Antonio Rodi-igiies ; Arzao, of Tsubate ; Femfto Dias Faetl 
Leme, his son-in-law ; Manoel de Borba Gato, before allndej 
to ; and Thome Pontes. The firet lodes and veuis * were found 
in and about the stream now called Rio das Mortes, and the 
abundance of ores caused the land to be named Minas Geraes- 
General Mines. Chroniclers delight to repeat that in those 
golden days a peck and a-half of com cost sixty-eight oitavns of 
gold, now = £23 ; farinha-meal was worth forty oitavas ; whilsl 
a horse or a bullock fetched thirteen to fourteen ounces, Thesfl 
prices, they stitte, efl'ectually killed out all agricultm-al indaatryl 
I should think that tlie reverse would be the fact. 

The Arraial do Rio -das Mortes began life as a village in 1684, 
In 1712 (alii Jan. 29, 1714) D. Joilo the Magnificent named it 
Villa de Sao Joao d'El Rei.! On December 8, 1713 (alii 171«j 
its proprietor, the Governor and Captain-General of Sao Paul<^ 
sent to it the first Ouvidor -Judge, Dr. Gon9alo de Freita) 
Baracho, By Provincial Law No. 93, of March, 1838, 
became a city, the chief place of n Coniarca,t and the head^. 
quarters of tlie electoi-al district. In 1828 Mr, Walsh gave th§ 
mimicipality 9000 to 10,000 souls. This figure had risen in 18^ 
to 21,500, of whom 15,200 were free, 100 were strangers, 

a liyphcQ : th«pulicle "d"' cbuboI cbiq 
a cnpitul letter, knd the modeni FortngBM) 
write B«i, not Boy, which is now Spi ' ' 

J In coloniiU days the Commit* 
[lintriot vilhJD the jnriEdiction of a Oon* 



de J. K. Raclrienu, 18S9. The author 
attU practisu t» an adrocate. His mono* 
graph; is one of the man}' Talsable pam- 
[ihleto which appear in Uie firuQ : thi^; 
are Utile known to llie Geographical So- 
eiotjea of London and Paria, and the tra- 
reller should bo rareful to collect them. 

■ The veeio (hardly a pure Portngnew 
wwd) ii a vein of metal. Veeiro means 
tlia corpo do metal, the lode ; and leta it 
atiHi a i-ein. The nsuiil wonl is reft (vena), 
t.ff. "Teas de quartiofl quo sBo OH vcciroB." 
■f Thia is the only corract way of writiiig 
the name; all the others, as Del Bei, Del 
Bey, D' El Kei, and numerous modifica. 
tionn, are obwiloto or CTToneaua. The 
AiaIk)- Spanish article El h reserved in 
PoHusuese for the king, and it conimandB 



gjdor. _ _ 

and tho chief legal authority ia . . 
de Cireilo, or Jnge de Droit Tb.'oa ■ 
tlie Jnii Mnnidpaj haa bkkon the pUoe ( 
the Jail Ordinario, from whom sn IppM 
lay to the Onridoc. The Comarca Or aiTM 
diuement of the lUo das Mortei i* COK 
posed of the mnnidpalitiea of & Jolo, t 
Just, and Olireira. The municipioa of J 
Comarca again are divided intu fregoeila 
or puiahea, and these also ii ' " " ' 
(diatrictos). 
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6200 slftTes, an element rapidly decreasing." There were thirty- 
nine electors, of whom sixteen ivere chosen by the city, 300 
jamnen (jnrados), nnd IGOO Toters. The city is abont two 
miles long from north to sonth, and contains ten squares, 
twenty-four streets, and 1600 houses, of which eighty are two- 
storied (sobrados). The census of 1859 gave it — 

Men, free S.ISO 

Women, ditto <C60 

FoieigneTa SO 

Hen, KTTile acO 

Women, ditto 890 



Total . 8,500 

I am unwilling at tliis late hour to make reflections savouring 
if Mormonism. But what tliiuk you, reader, or what would 
Milton and Pi-iestly tliink, of such relative numbers as tliese in 

poorly- peopled country? Is it not a waste of productive 
jiuwer ? In fertile Parfi feminine births average, I »ra informed 
hy my friend Mr. WiUiams, four or five to one masculine. Is 
it not lamentable to see men blinded by the preju<Uces of 
edocatioD, thus neglecting the gooda the gods proride ? Surely 
H is time for eome El™"" Senhor Dr. Brighani Jovcu to arise 
in the land.f 



" b 1M7 I WM told (he nnmbor of 
Aam in O" Biimicip*Utj u abnit 1350, 
it tbe dlj 600. TbU a nut uulikeljr in a 
lealwiT lind, where free Ubonr is pra- 
tned to the bruUi] negligenca of the 
.Uricwn, nnd whiM luinds luico moettj 
laeft teld off to thu agricultural dlbtricta 
ef Bio lie J&neiro, vbich BtiU calls for 

> t ^Hui tdTt m&y ftppeu parvloxiciLl to 
tha^ to the mui;, wbt> etitl believa cau- 
Trf'T"'™' md hunuui wcrificc, akTorj', and 
pdjiam;, abomioatious per k, the sam of 
ill TJUuiea, and bo forth. I look upon 
ikcm u so mimy steps, or mtlier n«^Mau7 
i^iiidilioBi, bj whioh civiliiai aociety roso 
1.1 it> pTCKDt adTonced nUiVi. Without 



cannihalina how could the Zealnnder hAve 
preBerred his fine phyiical development I 
Certoinly not by eiiting liiii lot uid hi* ntt. 
Withont Btivory Iinw could the Antillaa 
and Uio Sauthnrn States of Ibo Ameriaui 
Unioa hare been cloarud uf jungle! Whit« 
men conIA uol, md free liUcli men would 
not haie done it. Without polygamy, how 
could the fiee<l nf Abraham hava multiplied 
exceedingly! At the utmMt the; would 
have doubled their niimben in half a cen- 
tury. In the Old World .i retxim to the 
Btalo of ita youth would lie a retrograde 
movement, a relapu Into Wtxirinm. But 
it ii not the same with new Inndi, whioh 
teprcHcnt numerically tbe oondition* whieh 
WB bare forgotten oc 




CHAPTER XI. 

A WALK ABOUT SAO JOAO D-EL-REI (E 

HiCstft los polos del Uonte 

Tienen au dostinacion ; 
Unoa nacem vara santoa 

OtrOB para httoer carbon/ 

Titts quotation, bon-owed from Dr. Rodi-igues, refei-s somewhat 
vaguely to the past and future of Sao Joffio. Hereabouts, 
shortly after the great earthquake at Lisbon (1755), it 
proposed to transfer the eeat of government. In 1789, as 
appear, the pntiiotic movement in Minas fixed upon S^ Job 
for the site uf their Washington, and Ouro Preto for the Unf 
versity.t Unfortunately, there is hardly a place of importanca 
or even without importance, in the Mining Province which dt 
not assert its claim to the Imperial Metropolis. 1 may hrieS; 
quote Campanha, Baependy, Minas Novas, Paracatu, Gnaicuhj) 
and even the savage site of the Pirapora llapid, on the Rio 
Sfi.0 Francisco. 

In histoiy these things repeat themselves. The Brazil w3 
not always rest satisfied with her present capital, exposed 
is to the attacks of all first-rate maiitime Powers, and far 
vulnerable than was St. Petersburgh before the Crimean wa( 
Presently the oldest claimnnt, SSo Joao d'El-Kei, will see hi 
came once more thrust forward. But I doubt whether Hi 
project will be seriously eutertaiued ; the many advantages 

* It may be lima Inumlalcd :— 

Even the tree in foreit gUJo 

Euch Las its eeveral lut ; 
V!liile tbia to loake a saint ia inn<|i 

That fain must vanu the pot. 



, Jto Matimeat u Hontun. Quum lakt 



Uiolliit fete deum. 

f Vfirnhagan justly cUU 
thought, and propows both t, Cnpitd ui< 
Univeraitj in the Prorince of Miiitl. r* 
Bmiil can aflbrc! to " vait nvluls " Car 
metropolis, but ahe should 
about hei Alma Hater. 
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tiie sitoation are counterbalanced by its iincenlral position." 
Tlie Valley of the Sao Francisco will, one is inclined to prophesy, 
hf in the course of time the chosen seat for the metropolis of 
■ he Diamond Empire. 

On the shortest day of the year ve set out to visit the little 
aty, niBTshalled by Mr. Copsy; bis local knowledge made all 
things easy. In the Rua Municipal we found the town-house, 
I large pile, whose ground floor boasted of haired windows, and 
"hose upper front showed impei-ial anna and Justice in relief; 
moreoTer, it was unaccompanied by a shop. In Brazilian towns, 
as in Spanish colonies, a practicid homage is rendered to commerce 
in almost all the best houses, by converting the lower half into 
a store. This, the Municipal Palace, was also the common jail — 
anotlier "institution." It is somewliat barbarous, a flavouring 
uf jealous Begum yombre, to hold sessions over the heads 
'if the buried alive; and the demoralizing prominence and 
publicity of mendicant incarceration should be abohshed, and 
"ill be abolished, as soon as the municipal funds, at present 
much depressed, permit. f 

The building, stone below and adobe above, is polyclirome, 
imd not without beauty. The frontage numbers 110 palms by 
a depth of \'20 — not the normal square or the popular claret 
ca«e. It has five entrances, all iron-riuled ; the central adit 
riirres outwards, and shows traces of the sentinel. We visited 
liie state-room, lOO palms X 50, where an iron railing divides, 
as asual, the jurymen from the aldermen in session. The 
western ceiling was shored up, confessedly wanting repairs. To 
the north is the Public Library, open every day, and grimly 
decorated with the portrait of a local benefactor. Baptista 
Caetano, Mr. Walsh's " hog in ai-mom," is dead ; the present 
librarian is atone deaf, and ignores the nimiber of volumes 
under his chai-ge. We guessed 3200, and were corrected by the 



* ain Joia lid timit;-(our teagims 
natli-w( of Onni Prcto, cnpilal of Himw, 
and nbrtj Icaguea north-aanh-WMl of Bio 
d« Jandro. Il U papnlnrly lud tlut a 
liun through Bom Jardim, cighkea leagues 
:<j tbe HHitb, wguld rcdnin the sixty to 
iirijr leagveii, Tliey raukon firan 8So Jolo 
I a-cn^-cight teigue« (u Rio Freto, the fron- 
tier of Rio ds Juicirn, and thirty-four 
lotgDO to the miao of Mnrro V'ellio. 

t Id 1359 tho aaaiuJ ccvenaa of the 
Canura ransod frDiD 6 : 000 1 DUO to 



7^0ni)*nOO. The tines (impoBtoa) w 
Per ProvinciaJ CoUoclorahip 21 : 000 ' 
„ Qeuend (ImperuJ) do. 22:000 



Tolal taxes 



43 : 000 



Not iiicludiog imporli and oiporta 
uid toU bus (Barroiras^ wluch l 
to u much more. Thna, sayn 8r. '. 
piw, the munieipftUtj iioiilribut«» 
public coRon more than one huadred 
df rei> t£10,000) pet aimum. 





1 be mE^t&l pabulnm 
t-lv foliofi utd squat 
hmcD aad the bodies 
■-■2ie, the library may 



A men- 



was s 
rii(dK*.Aici£klGKir^ .liiy was 

• FaiuiiA ^ Costa. B£d u>e Urj-d tt^^ tise satirical 
I it Caslra Tksa. Add to the three 
r of "sMnd taJbea," t)be " t«m>rs of sin," nod 
datft *'e^MS of Ae Gua^" Besides these, on architect, 
a fUMler, aad a m m i fl iM we qooCed tj ^ ooioas. There are 
two Aam, and lanr ** fnfcaaoEB erf the jaaao," Every person 
«C «diK«lioD is, nan or leas, a laoskian. 

We then proceeded t^ hiD to the Extexnato de Sao Joao. This 
eataUishiDeat dates from 1818; it was origiitaUy called the 
"Duval C<^leee," after the foonder, Mr. Bicfaard J. Daral,t enee 
an eoflogf in the mines of Sao Jos«, under his cousin, Mr. G. V. 
Dnval. oftce Director of Googo Soco. He vas folloved by a 
Frecchntan, M. A- M. Delrerd, and the school was entitled 
Lyceam by the Cotuicillor Caxtos Caroeiro de Campos. The 
site, on the extreme south of the city, is admirable, and commands 
a noble view. The old building once contained the inspection 
of gold (Casa da Intendencia), the smelting-rooms (Fiindijao) I, 
the Residency of the ouvidors, and barmcks for the regulars. 
Wholesome and orderly, it has one seiious disadvantage. In 
these lands, where Art has not yet acquired sufficient power to 

t control Nature, the ^Holent hurricanes that open the Rains, 
ordeals of fire and water, are dangerously electrical. About four 



* Ha «u impnaoaed bf the Caiui( 
Seaende in the Bubtensoeoiu <1ungHiaB of 
tliB niu du Cobras, but ke must not be 
emfoanded »ilb saotfacr famaiia plotter, 
ths tjrrKnl poet, Igiucio l<ai de Alra- 
longft PeUolo (Tlutnrco Bmstlciro, yar J. 
M. Purelm da Silvn, [>]>. 333—330. KIo 
de Janeiro, Laommcrl, 1317), Sra cluipa, 
SG ruid SO. 

t Mt. M. J, DutbI nude moii«r here. 



bMama Iiiip«ctoc of Traffic om tha ]>sn 
Falro Segundo Bailwsf, sad died in 1661. 
Hia son is, I believe, eslaUished is cen- 
merce st Kio do Janeini, 

t Kr. Walsh (it. 138) girca a good and 
detailed anoiuit of the gold melting. Be 
BajB, however, eiToneouslj "' " " " 

Minu eaoh QJmaroa had i' 
and its Ca» d« Fundifio. 
bwn noticed I7 St. Hiliuiv. 
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i.irs ago tlie fluid struck the Lyceum; a boliH, like tltat wlticli 
iiiered the chtircli of Stralaund," split one of the gable ends, 
mi only by n miracle all the eighty pupils escaped. I should 

-it^^est £5 worth of lightuiug rod. 
We assisted at the geographical lecture delivered by Pi'ofessor 

Ccipsy, and I supplemented a few remarks upou the subject of 

h£asteni and Central .\frica. The ingenuous youths were of the 
upper ten thonsand, — the ]X)rcelain not pottery of Society, well- 
Sorn, well-dressed, well-behaved, and apparently well disposed to 
1 iLTU. Be&idea this aristocratic establishment, Sdo Joao has 
iiimbler schoob. There ai'e two " Minerva Lodges," One, the 
N'* S" das Merces, in the north of the city, presided over by 
U. PoUcena Tertoliano d'OUveira Macliado. The second is in 
a central situation ; its inspector- general is Siio Francisco, and 
the directress is D. Autonia Carolina Campos d'Andrade. 

Our next step was northwai-ds to the Santa Casa tie Miseri- 
Cfwdia, one of the oldest in Minas. It was built m 1817, upon 
Uw site of a Poor-house, by Manuel de Jesus, a Spanish monk, 
wbose fimda did not exceed £i. Presently it obtoijied all the 
(Pti^'ileges enjoyed by the sister hospital, Lisbon ; large sums 
were left to it, and it added to itself a pretty whitewashed chapel, 
under N» S^" das Dores. It has also annexes for the insane, 
for lepera, and for contagious cases. For a free man the charges 
lire 2S000 per diem, and 1S500 for slaves. The sick annually 
cinted are between sixty and eeventy-f 

We then turaed westwards, passing by the Church of Sau Gon^alo 

F Garcia, belonging to the Confraiia Episcopal de Sao Fiaucisco c 

I Sio Gon^alo, aggi-egated to the convent of Santo Antonio do Rio 

de Janeiro, To this Order men of all colom-s and classes, except 

ihe servile, belong. The building is a mere shell, an unfinished 

una of much exposure, and doubtless it will take time to become 



TbsK fira-bnlls me n frequilnt farm of 
...litniug nrauiuRl in tho Bnudl ai in Eiist* 
:u Aiiicn, itad dsBorving careful Dbserra- 
'.«n. At Sla Faula I have often Men the 
I !r..-tric fluid ucvnding in the wutb-eiutem 
':}■. kod M the bd^t of about 60° pro- 
, iiag a, niuuber of globes, like a, ninu- 
tniQs KoBian candla. Houses arc often 
iLmck by l]i«in, aa 1 haTo peraonally wit- 
DQssed, and uothtng bat tho bolis can 
explain the mods in which oni of m; maps 



t In ISSl— 5 tho lioepital lund« 
wero 95 : Oil $ 019. Tlio rscejpta were 
10; 357 $651, tho expenditure *« 
7:SOOS0S3, and tlio bu]imc« in firour 
wae 2:658$871. The BceoliiimaotD do 
Eipi»toB(Enfaimtrouv£s)miwlcl3:2Jl|D00 
eipcDiIed 600 4 000, and hod ■ irarplai of 
12:T41$0(iD. The hoapito] ontianseB 
were 224 ; the deaths, 61 ; tho cured, 121 ; 
and the nnmbcr under treatment, JO. "* 
tho ■■exposed" during tho »ame 
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■ decent House of God. Ne»r it is a magniiiceiit Cambucati 
tree, resembling & Eugenia mjTtle four times mngnifled. Here 
abouts also are two noble lofty Sapucaias (Quatele or Lecvthu 
OUaria), vestiges of the forest primseval, wliicb ouce adorned thi 
land. The aborigines used to extract from it a " cauim " ' i 
wine ; the leaf reminded me of the two huge Mangos in H.il. 
Consulate Fernando Po. The heavy jtot-like fruit, evidently tl 
model of the Indian or indigenous pottery, and so celebrated i 
a monkey trap, and so loved by tlie Macaw, renders it i 
dangerous to sleep under as an African Calabash, a Hindostan 
" Jack," or a Borneo Doriyan. Tlie mighty arms beai' the nea 
little mud-huts of the Fumarius, here known as Joao de Barroi 
(John Clay, Meropa rufus or Tardus Figulus). The tenementi 
are shaped in miniature like the items of a Kafi Kraal, and th 
single small entrance is not faced in any particular direction 
neighboura often turn their backs to each other, civilized a» 
Londoners or Parisians. This reddish yellow merle often amuse 
travellers. I have felt in society when seeing tliem hoppin; 
on the road before me, evidently to attract attention, 
chattering amazingly, with the apparent hope of a reply. 1 
this case we certainly need not ask J. J. Bousseauf if birds con 
fabulate or no. 

As we are about to inspect the sliow-Church of Sao JoSo, : 
not of Minas Geraes, a short sketch of ecclesiastical architectui 
in this part of the Brazil may be advisable. In former times th 
first thought of the successful gold miner or speculator was 
build and to endow a temple ; hence the inordinate number a 
fanes in the older cities, and the exceeding rareness of a mo( 
building. But though masons were easily procurable, ercbitecli 
were not ; consequently tlie chm-ches speak well for the piety 
intelligence of the ancient Mineiro, but badly of liis " instmo 



* The T. D. explains Cnnlm hy Vinlio, 
■nil CauIm tati, litemlly " fire-wsMr," hy 
ugat iirdenl*. The iro^ ia generally cio- 
liYtd from Caju (the Cuhow tne, Aiiuu-' 
dinm oceidenUle) and jg vater : thAt 
fniiC lupplied the toToiiiile fermcntatioD. 
"Claim," like "KoiuDia," u bo differ- 
enti; written bj tiaveUen UiU II can 
Jumlly be recogniied ; for imtance, Ciioui, 
CMuy, Csowj, Kaa-wj, etc It ii a ge- 
neric Iflnn, and ippliod lo same thirty-two 
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te, pine-aiipte, sweet-polMa, an 

I, etJUratad or wild. " ' 
116) comparw the chewed ton 
a ot Kavn dcacnbed by Co(dc i 



Oceamcn. 

t Tfaa lut Tiew of this celebmled c 
racier, Uie " eleutherD-maniac," ii take 
by St. Caatilho (Eicsv. Poet )— 
" Jnilo .lacquee (ccrtJ) animal 
Quo trala de »lncnfio)." 
"John JiuueE, a certain a-nimal who i 
man'i education Ueati." 
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tion." The style mostly iiitroduced by the Jesuits is heavy and 
coathless ; it tries to combine the vertical hnea of the Gothic 
wiib the horizontal length of claasicul architecture, imd it notably 
uils. The traveller must not expect to find the pillared aisles, 
the clerestories, the Lady Chapela, the Strj-pes, or the Chapter 
H'luses of the Eastern Hemisphere. When the building is sub- 
eraciforai, the anns of tlie ti-ansept are concealed by sacristies, 
corridors, and other conveniences which occupy the space between 
(he double walls. Few also are carved and cofl'ered ceilings ; a 
pl.iiii curtain covering the throne takes tlie place of altar veils, 
fronUils and super- frontal s ; there are no desk or pulpit hangings, 
H'j book covers or elaborate mai-kera — in fact, ecclesiastical 
frippery shines by its absence. 

Nothing like the Pantheon or the Cathedral of Rouen has yet 
l. eu attempted here, The Church Brazilic is the humblest form 
: that Palatial Hall of Justice and Sacred Temple which 
[Ir.i^dliau enthusiasts derive from the Tabernacle in the \vilder- 
oess. The integrity of the Palace, however, has been split up 
into nave and chancel. This plan may be gi-andiose enough when 
its dimensions are those of the old catliedral at Bahia. But 

I generally the fii-st effect upon the stranger is that he stands in a 
large bam, and the effect is very humble when it lacks the 
physical element of grandeur — greatness. 
On the other hand, the Church in the Brazil has the advantage 
of not requiring any frontage-rhumb ; from this i-egion Jerusalem 
lies nortli, south-east, or west. It is aliuost always built on the 
liighest and prettiest site, and there is a fine open space in fi-ont 
.r which St. Paul's and Westminster must sigh in vain. The 
ii:ingerous encroacliing system of older cities is unknown, the 
L scid-Iaden staining atmosphere of our towns is absent, and 

F where not a chimney can be found, the "gathered gloom" of 
"smuts" is not to be di-eoded. The sombre sadness of an 
i fiin-railed London square, with its "prison-look," is of course 
"Anting. Finally, the rapid growth of trees, and the admirable 
::Upply of water, form natural and artistic ornaments always at 
I liaod. 

Z The Church of the Third Oi-der of Sao Francisco, our old 

■ Grey Friara, opposed to the Black Friars or Dominicans, belongs 

to a brotherhood numbering upwards of 5000 members, mostly 

males. Like their brethren of the Carmo, they are independent 
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of parochial jmisdiction; and their accounts are forwarded fotf 
inspection to their Iiead-quartei-s iit Ilio de Janeiro. The temple 
is built ou the highest part of its square, the approach has a fair 
flight of stone steps leading to the paved "Adro" or platform. 
There is a two-beaked fouutain fed by the soutliei-n hills, and 
syrametty demands a corresponding feature on the other side. 
The Cemetery of the Brotherhood lurks behind the church, and 
the modest Hospicio dos Irmaos da Terra Santa — Hospice of the 
Brothere of the Holy Land — acts aa a foil to the pile, 

It has been said tliat the ai'chitect of the Sao Francisco tised' 
no rule but a compass ; there is not a straight line save the 
vertical ; the chosen form ia oval, the division is into bays, and 
even the tiled roofs are cui'ved. The dimensions are 240 by 
64 palms, and masonry is so sohd that the walls contain the 
flights of pulpit steps, which are some three palms broad. An 
inscription over the main entrance gives the date of biilh 1774. 
Local tradition declwes tliat it was built over a humble chapel 
which was allowed to remain, like the old woman's hut under the 
Palace roof of Anushinvan the Just. ^Vhat an easy way to win 
fame ! The facade is two-windowed, the pediment is crowned) 
with the two-armed Grecian or Sepulchi'an Cross, and tha 
tympanum beai's Jesus Crucified, St. Francis receiving thS 
Stigmata, and sundry accompaniments. Over tlie main entrance 
are the instruments of the Passion, and the " arms," literally 
and metaphorically, of the " Or ago," or Pati-on Saint; the 
pyramid is capped by a N* S' da Concei^ao in stone cloodA 
amongst fat-faced cherubs, who display upon a substantial roU,- 

ToU pulchra cs Maria, ot 
Macula originiUiH non est in Te. 

This shows how early the Iberian dogma, erst so popular id 
Catholic England, had been recognised by the Brazil, and how 
readily the "progressive doctrine" of the co-redemptoress will 
be accepted. 

The material ia excellent, a Une steatite, hlueish, and at timi 
of on hpple green, which, when the usual bits of octohedral ire 
are rare, tivkea a high polish. The sculpture suggests woodwork, 
with very laborious alt-reliefs ; it is the handicraft — Hibermce— " 
of a lutndless man, whose labours we shall find scattered througtu 
out this part of the Province. He is generally known as tbi 
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lilo or Aleijadinho * — iJie Cripple or tlie Little Cripple; some 
1 O Ignaciiiho, little Ignatius, otliers Antonio Francisco. 
tork WKS done with tools adjusted by on as&istont to the 
5 which repi'cseDted arms, aiid hia is not the only case on 
i of Barprising actirity iu the tiniiik of a man, or of a 
in. ^Vitne83 the late Miss BiSiu. 

' clocheria," is 150 palms high, and of a shape peculiar to 

■"Very common in Minas Geracs — parallelograms made quasi 

Irical by pilastei's fitting close to t]ie angles ; the capitals 

nnaint, partly Corinthian, partly composite exceedingly. 

, may be called the " round-square " tower style, and it 

ng but the onginality of eccentricity to recommend it. 

; peoples, like young people, should learn that genius begins 

litating, and ends by creating ; when the latter process 

ciously precedes the former, the results are apt to be taste- 

I nngracefiil, grotesque. The capital defects of the belfries 

flieir domes, mere ovens, apparently copied from tlie white 

f nest .or the hut of " John Clay." Botli should be pulled 

L and replaced by soifiething harmonising with the body of 

Bchorch. They are easily ascended, an iron railing makes 

B safe, and the peal of four bells is better than usual. 

ing round the poUshed " Tapa-vento " of neat workman- 
^ the gift of the good Mi-s. I-ee, we sight a hall of which Sr. 
riguessays, "nada deixaa desejar."'t Let me softly wliisper, 
coloured glass and finished panels to begin with. The blues and 
whites look cold and raw, even in this glorious sunshine, and the 
beautiful cabinet woods of the Brazil are washed and painted to 
resemble marble niu mad. The balustrade of the upper gallery, 
whence candelabra ai'e bung, is tinted red. And from the centre 
hangs a huge lusti-e with some thirty-six lights, much more fitted 
for theah^e than for fane. 

The choir, as usual iu the Brazil, overhangs the enti'ance. It 
is support«d by a low, dark splayed arch of such a span, and so 
shallow n sag, tliat it merits the title of Manoelesque, as seen in 
glorious Lisbonian Belem. Syenite enables it to stand despite 
(Jl the thrust, and the designer's initials deserve a place upon it. 

• O AlcijaJinlio *TB, I Lelievo, the 1851. Vol. i. p. 77). Th«™ i" " life ot 

nkknnroB of ^ paiaier, Jot6 QonfKlviM, this wortliy, Imt 1 liiii 

■bo lived at Rio d< Janeiro (Peqoeno FauD- pmcuro it 

niu lU Ci.Uao do Rio de Janeiro, por f ^ Iw*** nolliing W \n dcBirtd. 

Xntin de Anvedo. Bio : Paula Brilo, 
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There are the uonunl six -side altoi-s.* Of the Saneliuuy (Ci 
Mor) we may remark tliat chancel and nave have different ceiling 
The curved steps and the pavement are of polished stone. H 
throne and its lateral niches display twisted and festooi 
colmnns of white and gold, much cut and carved ivith punti 
cherubs of unpleasantly "jolly" expression.f The Retable 
the Santissima Trindade in life-sized iigurea. The Creator 
'dtBtinguished fi'om the Preserver by a red cloak and a go 
triangle for a crown, a Dove in red and white hovering betwi 
them. Underneath is a lai-ge figure of N" S* da ConcetQ 
supported by Santa Rosa de ^'iterbo, and Santa Isabel Rainha 
Portugal. " Tudo," says the guide-book, " infunde respite.' 
Ti\'hat would my old tutor Miiza Mohammed Ali, the ShirK 
have said to all this ? 

The Brazihans have to a considerable extent inherited the 
of wooden statuary, in which Ebro-land has excelled the worl 
Here the chef-d'osuATe is Silo Pedro de Alcantai-a, torn dress 
all, cut out of a single block. The most worshipful is 
Senhor Bom Jesua do Monte Alveme, of which the followix 
tale is told. The Order being simultaneously in want of 
statue and of funds, issued tenders ; an unknown Person offer 
himself, and required for earnest-money only the material ai 
the uupleraenta of liis craft, rating his laboui's at a fair rouJ 
sum. In due time he presented his work to the Sodali 
and disappeared. Sensible men suppose tliat it was son 
sinner who took this ciu'ious path of penance for the heal 
of his soul. We waited to see the image, but of the Sa« 
Btan the only obtainable tidings were " 'Sta na rua,"§ — a gem 



le alt&nt on tho right arc, — 

1. S. Liiii do Fntipi, 8. Bkhtoii- 
liim (St. flood Luck), Santo 
Antonio and tbe Meniiio Doua. 

3. B. Pedro do AicantBrs, Suila 
(juikriit and S. Bento (nal lo 
ie confounded with 8. Beno- 
dita). 

I. JcBQB cnidliGd kiasing 9. Pnm- 
CISCO de Asaifl (the patron o[ 
ths minionera who bnitt OoJi- 
fonuan Snn Fnuicisco), rii]i- 
ported l)j 8. FrajicLKO do 
Paulo and a Pojie. In llio 
base of tbs nltjir B. Fmn Cisco 
du AebIs. deail. 

helitlliieidlaraarE,— 






No. 3. S. Fnmci 

Nepomureno and tbe I 

Pnmil;. 
,, 2. S. LucLo, Saota tlonn (who 

mmried), 8. Domingd, tu 

JoAo BTangelistn. 
,, 3. Santa Mai^ritn de Cortoia, 

Jloiiue, S. Joio and Si 

Thn Byitcm oE sii side altan api«im 
bo genonU throughout Minas, where a 
churches are crowded to aocommoi 
tiiein. 

i- " Serafins de neniUruiteii nBonlicc' 

J " All ioHpina rEBpecL" 

§ " He U at present in the Btrcot," i 
jTentionnllj-. 



XL] A WALK ABOUT SAO JOAO D*£L-R£I. 125 

r npty to enquiries teaching whereabonts in a Brazilian country 

^ town. 

Further soath, and commanding a noble view, is the poor 

dnpel of Sr. Bom Jesus do Bomfim. It is fronted by four 

I fdmSy and the knobby hill is thinly grown with wild grass * and 

flie smaller Gramayt both yellow with hunger and thirst. By 

■flds way, on June 17, 1842, the revolutionists marched in from 

f Elfas and had the city at their mercy. A month afterwards the 
ftovincial deputies met here and solemnly approved of the move- 

;. sent. The acting President made the common fatal error of 
Iwfing 500 men under Alvarenga, one of his best officers, to do 
gUTison duty instead of taking the field. Finally, here, on 
September 7, the Sociedade Ypinmga meets to celebrate 
Independence Day. 

Descending the hill we enter the Post Office, a gauge of 
dfilization in the Brazil. We find one room, and three clerks 
vho never heard of "postal delivery." I This is a poor allow- 
ance in a city which has, like old Ilchester, a dozen churches, 
vhich bums 48001bs. of wax per annum, and where there is a 
i^edalist tailor who makes Padres' clothes. 

* O^iim do Gampo. plaint. The Twopenny Poet in England 

t Qraminlia. dates only from 1683, when David Murray 

X Until yery few years past, trarellers of Paternoster Row projected it. 
IB the United States made the same com- 
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"NIohaiunapedtapoBtapelam(IodoliomemnoceDtrodeBaasCidB^eB,quenl 
ezpriniK uma idia, que nao repreBeate nina Ictra do nlplinbcto da civilisafio." 

Sf. Mnnoil dt Aranjo Pvrto Abgrf, 

We completed the eii'cle of the nortliem town by Tisiting oar 
compatriots in the Rua da Praia, the locid Belgi-avia, and the 
best Btreet in the city. They loaded lis witli fimnll presents, 
the Balanus tintinnabuliini, and specimens of gold fi-om the old 
pit, magnetic ii^on, and water-rolled jasper, the true diamond for« 
mation of Bagagem." We curried off a valuable prescriptioiij 
which I have called Dr. Lee's pills, — a single seed of the Bi- 
cinus communis tnlten every third hoiu', the third being gene- 
rally the colophon. He deserves a medal from the Humane 
Society for making so easy what is to some almost impossible. 
We were shown the " Azeitona da Afi-ica — African olive ti-i 
a shiTib fifteen feet high, with a tea-like flower and dome-shapeil 
foliage. It produces at all seasons round capsules containiai 
some five three-sided almonds, about the size of a quarter hazt 
nut : proportionally they lu'e more oleaceous than the Falinl 
Christi.t A quarter of a bushel gives five bottles of clear odonl 
less oil, fit for culiuaiy purposes. 

We also saw the Bra2ilian copal, of which there are lai^ 
deposits in Minas jmd Sao Paulo ; tliese came from near OIJ 
veira, sixteen leagues to the north-west. This " Breo," or pitcl 
as it is vulgarly called, is the produce of extinct forests, con 
posed of vaiious Hj'mene^, and semi-minerahzed by heat m 
pressure. Like that of East Africa, it shows tJie "goose-skin, 
or imprint of sand; it often contains flies, and bits of bark; it i 

* Dr. Conlo named Uio place Nova t I «a« ealy nne ebrul) in tlie gudea 

Lorena in bonoiir of hia patrgn, but tliid D. Maria Beneilicta, and did 

■V* jnil CDtlpned h</ ttie jicaiilc. it aa an African ^wtli. 




I^ted by spu-its of wine, and it almost disaolves in leUier and 
Joroform. This most diinible of varnishes was exported to 
orope eaiiy in tbe present century, bc'fore the jVfrioan coasts, 
wt and west, supplied an ai-ticle pvefen-ed by the trade. It 
Q Rgain appear in our markets when the labour-market in the 
"(izjl gball become moderate. The aborigines used to make 
.m the live-green, or raw copal — the " chakazi" of Zanzibar — 
ubreta," or hp ornaments oftlie brightest amber colour ; they 
ire fiubconical cylinders, a foot long and of finger thickness, 
loOow tube of bamboo thrust into the tree serving for a mould. 
l^ were fixed by a diminutive crutch to the lower hp, and they 
ng down like pump handles to the wearer's breast. 
We were also shown specimens of indigenous Vanilla, prepared 
oiir hosts. The pods are strung upon a line, hung to dry in 
■ son and air eveiy day, but not till too dry ; twice, with an 
erral, the oil of tbe " Azeitona da Afi-ica " is appUed by means 
a feather. Some spUt them and insert sugar or salt. This 
luable growth has long been known in tlie Brazil ; a colonial 
t of 1740 forbids it to be cut. The autlior of the poem " Cara- 
irt," first piinted in 1781, sings of it (Canto 7, st. 47) — 

II whilst the Spaniards exploited Vaynilla (Epidendron 
■), even in their age of gold and silver, the Portuguese, 
tlly the Paulistas and Mineiros, systematically neglected 
I our popular books ignore it. Yet the plant gi-ows wild 
e greater part of the intertropical Brazil, and in places 
rfiimes tbe air. It aeems, therefore, to be reproduced without 
t.t Tbe pods given to us at Sao Joiio were huge, fleshy, and 
ry dark ; they preserved their characteristic fragrance for months. 
We resumed our way over the Ponte do Rosmio to visit the 
itiUieni city. To our left are the rmus of".Siio Caetano," a 
m-ch which fell in ov about 1864, and wliieb has not been 

' "In UiMia.ali&pe tiinga the Tanilln, +Pro(. Morren of LiSge proTBii Umt ijie 

tail Ukoi W place in chocotute. She In reiicoductire orgniut of the VftuilU iJaiutolm 

M w iheWlu, lite rticla o( acaling was, Imvo peouUariUes wliicli reqoiro >rtil)cul 

k m oily juice aiul a gralefiil unngKut founn.lntion ; in Mesico thin pnKe« la 

-" " affecteJ by ar = ' 



A. bannllhit no$i eifnia deepoutit. 
Que tem ao oliooolBte a parte sua : 
Nosce em baintins, como p&09 de lucre, 
De nm snco oleoso, grate o chetro e acre. 
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restored. A liopeful sign ! That old saw, tlie neai-ev the Idrk U 
faillier from grace, is of general significance, and tliroughoi 
tlie Brazil, the Age of Faith must be followed by the Age ( 
Work; moreover, roads will build churclies, but chm'ches will at 
make roads. The peculiarity of that temple was a chancel— 
o altar mor — mucli larger than the nave. A cert^n Guardi 
m6r, or local Commandant, t:ommaiided the architect to make 
80, and silenced the objectoi-s of " irregnlaiity " with " TiuJ 
quanto e mor, e maior."" The same church bore the insolei 
inscription, "O Key depende denos, enaouosdelle," — "The kin 
depends upon us, not we upon liini." My authority remarl 
hereupon, ho prodigal of fidalguia or gentility were these mi 
who, mostly arrant roturiers in the Old World, purchased titl( 
and " founded families " in the New. 

We proceeded up the Rua da Praia — nitli difficulty. The] 
is sometimes a raised sidewny in the tiagged sti'eets, but bo) 
street and way are equally atrocious. The black kidney-shape 
cobble-stones f are as slippery as tliey are hard, and the nc 
comer's gait suggests that of one practising hop-scotch. Tl 
effects upon the hallux and the digit minim of the Sao 3o 
nensis must be sensible — and might not all or much of the evil 1 
remedied by a few cart-loads of gravel, or well bruised macadam 
Of course not a wheeled vehicle is to be seen ; " carriage people 
must content themselves witli an old-fashioned sedan chair, e 
a " bangue,"! an overgrown palanquin carried by two mules. E 
revanche the city is well supplied with water, and if money wei 
expended eveiy squai-e and street could have its foiuitain. i 
present there aie three large Chafarizes, and springs whose watei 
men pi-efer, are still scattei-ed about the neighbourhood. 
we were told, have disappeared, and the rains, wliicli as usual i 
these Higlilands of the Brazil, fonnerly began in August, 
tiefer theii- break till tlie end of Kovember — Uie cause is probab} 
disforesting. 

We find oiu-selves thoroughly well morgu^a by the juvenil 
population ; stared at with teu-Comish power; we have our 



• " WTiatevcr in greater mnBt be bigger. " 
It cont^OB im UDtianBlutAble jen de mots. 
The same idea, eipnsmedbyfframliuidjn™, 
pssKi) between Napoleon the Orcut imd bis 
librtkrian, when the latter ol>j«c(ed the 
bigness of B volume. 

tPediTudeforro. 



tTheworil iR the Hini1iwt«iii "Bongl 
Tlio article is the Takht-rawui of 
Meccan pilgriloage. of hnmbler (orm 
without ounelB. I have published ■ del 
of the Famel litter in my "Pilgrimisp b 
Medinah and Mecca" {voi. i. iOS\. 
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■ Ills taken inentaUy, rs if each pnir of eyes belonged to a turn- 

1 r. At Barbaoena the jouth prospected iia opeu-mouthed ; 

, re thvy forlhenuore protrude the tongue, not wantonly, how- 

> r, tut in iitere wonder. The citizeiia are described aa high- 

I'lrited, intelligent, fond of study, and anxious for information; 

■ .:■ curioaity oftliejuniorB promises well, — ^titliout curiosity there 

- no enrjixiiT. We reiuai'ked smidiT,' scattered Ermidua, or small 

L-iiories. On the other hand there is no fixed market, and the 

/Litanda,' or res mercutoria, is exiiosed in the usual "Quatro 

iiitos," orplace where four sti'eets meet. The tailoi-s' favourite 

i.i.:« is on the sweet shady side of the way. Tliis we understand 

iien ti>ld that for the last four yeai-a the mininuuu of temper- 

■iirt Las been 42° (F.) and the maximum 88° (F.) Many houses 

- i-e Ut let, and there were signs of depreciated property at Sao 

i .iu, since the end ofits second and last am-ea tetas. A"palacete " 

idt for 5000/., at a tune too when hiboiu' averaged less than 

:\x]{ its present price, now sella for 750/. But here as elsewhere, 

iher^ ai-e three distinct estimatea; viz., that of the buyer {—), 

tliat of the seller (4-), and that of tlie appraiser (+ or =). 

' Sighting the X^ S* do Bosai'io, we did not require to be told 

that it is the especial worehip-pUce of the " Homo uiger." It 

I KhuKH tftwdrj- coarseness in colour ami form ; there are no cam- 

r ijunilcs, the last belfry having been pulled down to prevent its 

"iniing down; a silver lamp, weigliing 900 ounces, lately stolen, 

■\w\ probably by one of tlie brotherhood, lias left tlie order poor. 

B Hamites have a better cemeterj' than church ; over the door- 

f of the well chosen situation is a skidl, not dolichoceplialic as 

i be, based upon the distich, 

Ea f oi o que t,a ea, 



which we iiutiiropologically demur. 
At the wall base of the Bosario we were sliowii a " Deusil 
Aataia," or flgtire of Justice, in stone, half decapitated, and 



* b> tha BudJs tongue TCwittiuilii, by llie 

M written QuilAudu. a the nuirket- 

' ItasriA ia eKplAmod aa rendu, 

1 P«in, or cmpurium; tbna, 

"tolbaaJe" woold be cameidut like tfae 

■■ eiattB iwlin," wMch beoune dtambonl 

. r> ths llra«il. Qnitand*. ia not tlie site of 

TOfcfc. 



sulc. but invurinbly the tblng boIJ (mou 
nuknhfi, an the Pivnch cook ayn) uid 
"QuitaBJeir«"i*the*oinsn whoseltait. 

t " I waa what thou art : Ihon Bbalt Iw 
wliat I am, " BSo l-Ao lo* not jet estab- 
liabol a branch of the AntbroiioliiKiiail 
SotiielJ of I/inrtiiii. 
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lying upon tlie gi-ound ; this elicited some small wit. Presently 
we reatlied the Igi'eja Matriz, wliose patroness is N* S' do Pilar, 
and wbic-li unites the hrotherhoods " doa Passos (the Pnsaioii), do. 
Sacramento, da Boa Moi-te, de Sao Miguel, daa Aliuas (the Souls, 
i.e, in Puigatory), and de Santa Cecilia." I will spare descrip- 
tion of it after Sao Francisco. The building dates from I7II1 
except the modern facade, the work of Sr. Candido Jos6 dft 
Silva. There are six side chapels and one iijistairs for th» 
sacrament. The liigh altar is, like the two pulpits, of old wood 
thickly gilt, and its ceiling is gilt, painted and panelled, whilst' 
that of the nave is the simplest tunnel or half barrel ; and, 
curious to say, the temple is finished. As the Provincial Govern- 
ment votes small annual sums to the " Mati'izes," the latter gene- 
rally want a last touch. 

We rested in the house of the Latin Professor at the Lyceum, 
Dr. Aureliano Pereira Con-^a Pimental. That high litenu^ 
tastes are not extinct in Sao Joao, may he proved by the fact, 
that this gentleman is teaching himself Hebrew and Sanskrit. 
He kindly gave me the satires, epigrams, and other poems of 
Padre Jose Joaquim Con'ea de Almeida, * and he recommended 
to me for translation tlie Assumpi^ao of Frel Francisco de Sao 
Carlos. + Some noLle traits are recorded of the Professor, 
will spare lus modesty the pain of seeing tliem in piint ; but theri 
are few men with more family than substance, who will unasked 
reduce the interest upon an inheritance from fifty per cent, 
five. 

The end of our long peregrination was to the church of M 
S' de Carmo, administered by the Thii'd Order of that invo- 
catjon ; its principal benefactors wei-e the Baiiio de ItamlW 
and the late Joao da Silva Pereira Gomes. The facade oma 
ments of cut steatite, with fanciful initials and cherubs worked b] 
(Ac Cripple, the roimd-square towers with composite pilasters, 
the internal consoles and columns were tliose of Sao Franciscc 
Its interior was bebg refitted with cedai- wood, cut by a seS 
taught man, Sr. Joaquim Francisco de Asais Pereira; it 

• Eio dc Janeiro, taemmert, 1883, nr ntbei oxlaiiatod himaeU _, _ 

t A AssninptSo da BuitiBiiinii Vii^m, tions, on May C, 182S. It wm lii 

now a ItraiitiMi clusic, publishsd Rio ilu to mix, with pnusei of the v'agm, 

Janeiro, 1819. The author waa bom in tliP tinns of h» "beautiful counliy' ._ 

FnuiciHcan Conient of the Iiuuinculate Cmi- U'llo luiiil, nn<t he bus certainly aaeoMcM 

•i^plion. A„gii>,t IX 17(i;!, ^^ 
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, despite nil our deprecations, be wliitewnslieil and gilt. 

; routine furbids it to be left au natm-el ; the theatre 

; be a3 brilliant as possible, but the dim religious light 

r becomes the delubra deoruni. 

E Tereeiros {Thiid Order) of the Carmo, have housed their 

I better than their living, in above-gi'ound catacombs some 

T feet weat of the chui'ch. I'he square cemetery measuring 

; in circumference, with walls 28 palms high, has 

"good gi-ated doors,* witli the initials of tlie Portuguese artist, 

J, S. F. (Jesiuno Jose Ferreii-a), A small mortuarj' chapel fronts 

the entrance, the interior has cloisters like the Canipo Santo of 

Piaa in miniature, and in tlie thickness of the walls ore tiers of 

catacombs, family vaults apparently often wanted. 

We hiid worked like iiorses througli the livelong day, and we 
"LTe only too glad to house oureelves. Professor Pimental dined 
ulh us, our fellow-countrymen were also there, and the result 
I Its a higlily satisfactory symposium with a musical clooping of 
' ' iks. Rare indeed are thej' — these noctes coenteque deflm. We 
ti<arated as the small hoiu-s chimed, promisinjj to breakfast at 
Miitosinhos on the morrow.t 

Before leaving SOo -Joao I ascended its SeiTft of notable me- 
imrT, under the guidance of a Rio-Grandense, the Capitao 
I liristAo Jose Fen-eira. There is a fine bii'd's-eye view of the 
ity «t the top of the step-flight, some 160 feet long, lending to 
'lie Capella doa Mercenarios, whose confraternity, black and 
Diiligenoua, is entitled N» H" das Merces. From tlds place 
[i the rough slope we coidd see the General Cemeteiy crowning 
tli<- hill on om- right, the old Matriz below, with the northern 
city clustering around it, and bottoming idl the rivulet that 

picclol fiiuoiucllo 



^^P " BuuiieGni, " nur "ranmge" — branch- 

tPiitore tnTeUeni, who have mots lei- 
warv ibon ve luul >re ndvued to visit lbs 
full or rnpids of tlie Carandiihjr rlrer, and 
iba "Silo Tliom^ dat litrai," eigiitcun 
lomUH to llie EODlli-VEit, uid nioc leaguot 
rnml CamiAlihiW It ii dtncribed u IL little 
Wwn, biiilt npon the lerm of the nino 
iHiBI^ Tlia lUemy miias comeB from a. 
jj.._ .. .^j ^j ^^^ eqiiare, asil in- 



ncribed irith the Icttera S T (S&n Tlinmi). 
The educal«<l at the spot declare that tliia 
anil other curious Bhapaa. especiilly «n 
oiinM perfectly ontUncd, are prodncod bj 
decajing roots and vegetation. Tho ma- 
terial, however, it. larointttod aanibtone, 
elastic or non-alastiu (Itacolomite). and the 
iafiltialion of oicideaf iron produMa between 
the slab* these dendrites. I have seat 
them in railwaj eulUnga near Sto Paulo. 
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THE niGUL\ND3 OF TOE BRAZIL. [iiup. ill. 

the mound opi>osite, the show-church, Sao Fnmcbco, 

ide of the southern quarter, coniijieted the prospect. 

Thence, ascending a jagged hill, where building stone was being 
blasted, we siglited the ancient gold " diggins." This was the true 
El Dorado of El Dorado, the focus of the auriferous foci, oil gashed 
and pierced for gold, witli pits, fodinas, and quarries, now filled 
with sand, and broken down by weather into rapines which dram 
the SeiTB at right angles. The bu-th-place of the ore was the 
upper rock-ridge ; thence it wfts weathered into tlie lower leveU. 
'here was also a fonuiition culled -Tacutinga, of which mora 

reafter ; suffice here to say, that it is 75 — 84 per cent, of mica* 
ceous u'on, based probably upon specular or oligiste, witli free 
gold in lines and potholes. To our left lay the N'' S* do MoiitCt 
a hideous chapel, like the colonial fanes of modera Spanish 
colonies, double windowed (two red shutters being the windows)] 
single doored, and suggesting a noseless face. Near the Igrejii 
do Camio we found no traces of the large muddy pool, or water- 
pit. At the quarry bottom tliere, says Mr. Walsh, the citizens 
used wistfully to peer for drowned and bmied treasures, and we 
asked in vain for Dr. Such his tank. After insjiecting the walei'- 
workswe returned "home," via the Rua da Allegria, "of glad- 
ness," which till lately bore, said onr guide, the "less honest" 
name of Kua da Cocha^a, ur Bum Street. Thus, chez nous, Grass 
Church Street became Grace Church Street. 

We oi-e about to visit the " St. John Del Rey Mining Com- 
pany (Limited)," wliich here began its operations; and these 
may prospect in situ. Its birth date was April 6, 1830, and on 
May 4 it sent from Liverpool to Rio de Janeiro nineteen men, 
under their commissioner, the late Mr. Chas. Herring, Jun. The 
contract * gave permission to work the mineral grounds imme- 
diately north of the city. The deposits were found in a great 
lode parallel to a valley 1320 yards long by 150 broad, and 
small veins perpendicularly offsetting from it. The native 
workings had consisted of an open trenching,! arid their miners 
had opened at Dr. Such's tank an irregular quarry 110 feet deep. 
Their pumping geai' of bucketed wheels, each worked by eight 

* Ai Hwrurity fn Uie gold daty being the Imperial treasury wUhout p>i]riiig 

liil, the linnco required s dopuiit tuml interest. Then were tiold in 183) (ur 

GO cuuhM of nrig in lliMiliui Rpolioca £3,713 13j. iltl. 

' OfMnuDMit bMid^ to \m tmi li; f Talks Mbsro. 
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I men, had faileil, and the pit was soon filled np witJi iimd 
id water to witlim thirty feet of the edge. 
u Aagust, 1830, an open-cut, adit-le\-el, faced on both flanks 
ii stone work, was be^un from the rividet side to the east. It 
ned the maui lode, whilst its course cut the crdss-veuis below 
tie iJepth reached hy former miners. Moreover, it (h-nined the 
arfape water deposited during the rtiins. In those days the dry 
M«soa above gi-ound began in April, underground in July, and 
:his gave but four clear months. The " shaft of St. John " was 
•tink about the same time in favourable ore ground, west of the 
i;tnk. On the east was commenced a second shaft for sump or 
Iminage. Both served for ventilation, and were provided with 
whims" or "gins,"" for pumping and drawing stuff. Dams 
«'?re ercct«d to secure washing during the dries, and dwellings, 
-tore-houses, offices, and other "surface-works," were put up. 
riie superintendent and mine agent obtained rights to water 
it'urses, and tlieri commenced the normal operations of blasting, 
I'nlverizuig, and fanning in the Batca.t followed by the more 
■■(■ientifio process of smeltmg and amalgamating the pjTitiferous 
mutter, which was sent to London for assay. 

The total salaries for the first year amounted to ±'2,810. The 
iviirks. however, did not pay ; and in 1835, after incumng a loas* 
■ I' £26.287 18«. -lil., Mr. HeiTing transferred himself to Moito 
v..lho. Thus ended, at Siio Joao, the am-ea tetas No. 2, and since 
iliiit time the "mother of gold"! has reigned with little moles- 
t;iiion. Up to late years a small quantity of the precious metal, 
;<!ioiit £2,000 per annum, has been exported by the municipality. 
The industiy of the city is at a low ebb, Sao Joao has a 
i inker, the Capitao Custotho de Almeida. Cotton and woollen 
Jie ]i){hter dirt arc rcmoTcil [i; tilting nver and 



* The driirna rannd which an woiiml the 
ni'n *)>irh lir&w np Uio are. Tlie "i;in 
; -.T ■■ w the hfti ' ' bone roAini) " where 
ill- miininl* vnrk. 

f Thia BM&> rarresponds in golil wnrking 
' ith tb« Colabuh of Guini» and the pan of 
' •MioTwa uul AniUalia. Id tha Braiil it 
■ -i Tmrians ahspes, aiics, and kinds of 
-•-A i lUiiuU; it is a circular platter of 
'Ur, 11 fact in iliaitiet«r, concaTo, with a 
:i|i nf 11-5 ini>b», and fnnnjngin the ceiilre 
-I L\,p iliittiab cone a little hnilon <piilu dn 
iu>ic.> " tlii^ ^ne'e of the pan"), tnlu which 
II,- ili.i.ii.m.l-orthagold diwt settle. It i» 
•urlicJ nith the iiaval nilatary motina thiit 
a practice, and the water 



witli t 



The 



addii raw rum or aloe jntce, or an infnsion 
of the plants called Capoelra and Il^mb&mba, 
which, Bprinkled over the content* of the 
|ian, is Euppoeed to clear them mcchanUall]', 
ai cold wnter or the contents of an egg 
clarifieir coffee. 

t MSi de Ouro, a Braiiliiui piiy, who 
gnjuiis the Tirgin treasure. She ia rather 
whimsical than malBTolent ; hut at tlmea 
she doea a littJo mnrder. So the Indinaa 
of the Munitoulin iBlandn lielievo that the 
Manitfu ban farbidden bis children to seek. 
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elutlis, iilniu ami stiiped, are miide by the hand. They are 
stained with indigo lU'ucii (the well-known Bixa orellana), and 
other dyes in whieh the country nbounda. These stuBs arc 
strong, and out-last many lengths of mncliiiieiy- woven stuffs ; but 
they are expensiTe, and the supply hm-dly suHiees for home use. 
Tea was grown, and the Padre Francisco de Paula Machado's 
preparation, from his chacara on the Ban'o road to OUveira, is 
largely bought at Sao JoSo, and is appreciated at Rio de Janeii-o. 

Cereals tlnive, and tubers everywhere abound. Hard woods* 
are of various kinds, hut they are now produced in small 
quantities. The high lying and healthy cnmpos grounds make 
stock breeding the favourite indnstiy ; black cattle are tolerably 
good, tlie horses and mules want fresh blood, and the same may 
be said of the hogs that supply the prized " lombo " and 
*' toucinho." Cheese is also expoi-ted. There are large tracts 
of bottom laud athnimbly fitted for growing cotton, which 
might be made a source of wealth. A little " ti-ee-wool," cleaned 
and uncleaned, together with hides and leather, is exported to 
pay for salt, the principal impoii.f Of tliis indispensable article, 
some 100,000 alijueii-es are amiually introduced for sale and con- 
sumption, and it is brought up by mule troops belonging to the 
■planters and ti-aders. 

Sugar-cane supplies spirits and vinegar, with a small surplas 
for trado. In 1859, the municipality contained 48 Engenhos,' 
or boiling establislunents, 80 worked by water and 18 by 
bullocks. In the same year the city numbered 64 stores for 
goods, native and foreign, I inn (hospedarin), several taverns 
(locandas), and 4 druggist's shops (boticas), "Came seca" 
(char qui) and pork are as usual much consumed, and four 
bullocks are slaughtered daily. 

Early in the last centurj", Sao Joao was haimted by a Familiar 
of the Holy Office, appointed by the Inquisitor General, Car- 
dinal Nuno da Cnuha. A certain Padre Pontes, it is related, 

• Here called " nood of Iho law" (Ma- 
itm. da Lei), because in tDlonial days it 
might not be UUeiX without permisaioii. 
The FortugneEe Madeim is the Latin ' ' Ma- 
teria" used by Ciraar nnd others. 

+ The Biporta in 18fiB were ^— 
Iiuliuti7 . . . 1,202:000(00(1 
'^ — , , 2,ai6:800i000 



Hun shoning in favour ot prodnco 
. total at l,202:900»l?00 ( = £120,000 
lor annam, iieenming tbc milreis = 1 



3, 808: 800$ 000 
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found himself in the Holy Tribiinnrs gi-ip. Wisliing to change 
his condition^ he had for\\'arded tlie following questions to the 
\'igario da Vara, the Vicar with jiuidical powers. 

" Pedro the Priest wishes to intermarry with Maria, liaving a 
dispensation from his Holiness to tliat eflfect. Query, can Pedro 
the Priest so do ? " 

The Vicar, an intelligent man, replied : — 

" To me it is a virgin case, but if Pedro have tlic dispensation, 
Pedro can so do." 

And Pedro, presenting a forged dispensation, went and did 
it : he was married with all tlie honours by the Padre Sebastiao 
Jose da Freiria, the Padre Francisco Justiniano assisting as 
witness. The afiair was presently bruited abroad, the deceit 
was discovered, the Inquisition was an edged tool in tliose days, 
and the hot amourist was consigned to confinement with ugly 
prosi)ects. Escaping, he became ** Doctor Vieira," and travelled 
to Rome, where, the matter being taken in jest, he was par- 
doned. The actors suffered more than the author of the farce, 
both were placed in the hands of tlie Holy Office ; or, in i)lnin 
English, thrown into the dungeons, now happily turned into 
stage and green-room. Padre Sebastiao returned home, after 
justifying his innocence. Padre Justiniano remained with the 
Holy Office: and it is still doubtful whether he was ''relaxed" 
(relaxado), that is to say, strangled and roasted, or he died in the 
course of natiu'e, a captive and an exile. 
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CHAPTER XIII. 



TO AND AT SAO JOSE D'EL-EEI. 

" CapitMiM Uo liiTgiunoiite prendoda da natnieza, em mil reciusos ateii m 
EHtado e aos particulates, e tSo ohida at^ ao preseute em deaemparo e deacuido. " 

J>r. Cbnto. 

It wftB Saturday — begging day by imcient usage in the Brazil. 
We were strangers, and therefore fair game. The Praia -was 
beset by cripples of every kind, and some wore the weekly " pro- 
perty dress" — I had never yet seen so much mendicancy in so 
small a place. Was with me a person who still believes in the 
Knightly and middle-aged legends about alms, and even a share 
of bed imwittingly given to indiriduals of exalted rank in the 
Spiritual Kingdom : one of these wretches might be St. Joseph, 
or something higher. All, therefore, received coppers, and the 
results were a glorious gatliering of Clan Ragged, the expen- 
diture of small change, tJie not seeing St. Joseph, and the 
frequent seeing " Saint Impudence." 

Mr. Copsy took advantage of bis midsummer vacation, and 
joined our pai-ty. It is no light matter to take leave of a 
Brazilian wife, especially when young and pretty : these ladies 
determinedly ignore innocent gipsjiug, and carefiUly scratinize 
tlie gait of the returning mate as he " turns in." He was not, 
therefore, sans soucis, till be had " crossed the first Corrego," ■ 



' "Cfirr*go" (with the unite dccmt, 
iMlicli niaa the voice-tont) i> pronounced 
t^thepooplD "C6r^," and Butnetimea no 
irritten in poeti? ami by the unluLmcI. 
The Eogliiih turn it lo "Corg," iiinn the 
nme ]>rinciple iJuit mate Iwcnmea "mat," 
rertilo, "reetil," ciono, "Jnn," pardo, 
"pard," and doco, "dD»e." Their tam do 
not diBtingniidi the lumi-clision of the 
fina] vowel. And here wo may ace the 
wonderfol richncsB und the eiceptioiuil 
Tariet; oE thp LnsD-Latln tongue, »hi<:h 
ajmofll ignores gonarDl words and vhoae 



apeoifir terminnlogj Iat an hearilj |1m 
vtronger's memory. The CArr^o ia a dlJ, 
not Id be confounded with the Ssngra' 
(and the amaller fcatnre Bebedor or 
douro), the natnra) dmn of a lake or hif^ 
gmund, nor with the anrdo or omifo (Arab. 
*iti\) a fiumara, Dullab, or intenn 
laountain Etrenni. It ia aomevhat laigct 
than the R^alo or rivulet, which 
must not In; iflnfuewl with Hego, all 
H-ator-coune. Noxt lithe Bibeire, a brook. 
whoao feminine form, Ribein, daancaUj 



p. uil] 
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ifbere, as demons and witches dislike running water, Atra Curn 
iWti beiiind. 

Iteoclung Mfttosinlios, the Memoiious suburb, we brenkftisted 
"itli I>r. Lee nnd his very agi-eenble Sao-Joanense wife, whose 
kind manner and Iiospitnlity, in the shortest possible time, won 
ill our hearts. We wandered about the fine lai'ge garden, wliere 
ilie orange is the most banal of fruits, and we found the 
" Sneezer " • growing with Egj-ptian luxuriance, and a leaf-green 
nise with undeveloped petals, very fragrant was tlie Verbena 
Verbena Virata, Sellow), a powerful sudoi-ifie, used externally 
Hid internally as a cure for snake bites. As a partijig present, 
l>r. Irfe gave me a mastiff-pup, answering to the name of 
■ Negra," lank in body, with brindled coat, Bijuare head, broad 
■liinlders, and huge hands and feet. This is the breed culled in 
Minas (-'4o de fila, and I have seen specimens wliich much 
reminded me of the thorough -bred English bull dog, not the 
tiiy animal which now goes by that name. " Negra " nearly 
leached the Rapids of the Sao Francisco River before I was 
impelled to part with her. 

Bid'Ung a regretfiil adieu to our excellent hosts, we struck 
lip the Valley of the Rio das Mortes Grande, Tiie stream was 
slained possibly by gold washing, and the I'onte de Sant lago 
ii^maincd as described thirty yeai-a ago, a crazy frame-work of 
|i3tclied wood, with tiled i-oof and gravelled footway sixty yards 
long. The local authorities have lately bought it for 600/., and 
ibus it runs every risk of ruin : these instruments of civiliza- 
tion should in tlie present age of the Brazil be farmed to con- 
tractors upon conditions of moderate tolls and regular repaire. 
I'he road was especially vile, and after rain it must be almost 
in Iran si table. I have ab-eady spoken of Brazilian lines of com- 
iimnication generally. In this Provijice the Imperial are rare ; t 



■laanii river Intik, like Rilin (nrRilniiraini, 
< '.ill baiili I. In partB of the Bnail it a im- 
' i«riy aiipliol lo s Luge luvigsble river, 
' [7. tli« " Ribein de Iguap«. " FoUovrtho 
liiifha, B (trsain : the Kibeirio, a largo 
nrmm : and tlie Kio or riTer, irhi^^h latter 
i< uliitnrilT applied lo lulnor (enturo. 
HanrKioQmade«are mere "creeks." Eucli 
tmai hat iU UHrementatJTe and diminutiyo 
, the latter mni^h affected in theiw 
h ttTQ nnilol whini- 
, tnt with a ipoctfic (i^ificatiii: 




" BilwirtlnBinlin," for 



It is Applied to A watar 
of the alan Bibeil'ilo, but amall for ita 
Bib«it*..Bhi^ 

* Bapirradoira, Kerium tnlorum, or OIo- 
snder. The wnrf in Bometimea applio"! to ' 
the aternulnHve Ortelfto do mato (Peltadon 
rudimui, one of the L>bi«d(»r) Tb« peo- 
ple do not lunch ndmire the Olmoder, and 
tiBppilj ignitro il» [winonniiii proticrliea. 

' I know onl; one, Hut of Philftdclphta. 



THE HH"ilILAXD.S OK THE liUAZII. 
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funds were voted for a highway to Goynz, but tlie unmicipal 
(.'Immbers could not combine, Rnd thus it htis not emerged from 
the paper stage. 

We passed many Chacm-as now in ruins, and recalling tlio 
opulent days of Siio Jofto. A claasicnl site lies Bome two miles 
below the bridge, hugging tlie right bank of the river, and on 
the western road to the .VlngOa l>oui-ada. The lone spot is 
now known as the Vargeiii (Meadow reach) de M«ri;a] Casado 
Rotier, a French- Portuguese. It has been often pointed out as 
the future metropolis of tlie Brazil. 

On the left rose the SeiTa do Corrego, a south-eastern spur of the 
Silo -Jose llaiige ; the jagged mass of lime and sandbtone giit still 
conserves, they say, gold and rock crystal. At its base crouched 
" Corrego," a rugged hamlet of poor huts and rich fruit trees, 
and a little farther on the chapel of N' S* do Bom Despacho 
(of happy conclusion) ; it was a neat little place when gold was 
abundantly washed from the " CoiTego," and it had a pompous 
annual festival ; dm-ing the last fifteen years it has been in ruins. 
Beyond the northern hills are the Caldas or Thermic de Sfto 
Jose, best known as tlie Agoa Santa. According to Mr. Copsy, 
the springs have a temperature of 72° (F.), anil are rich in carbo- 
nate of soda ; he compared theiu with those of Buxton, 82° (F.), 
good for the rlioumatics, and rich in muriate of magnesia and 
Boda. Mineral waters are found in many parts of Minas, but 
hithei-to " balenaiy establishments " have been greatly neglected, 
and patients have had to " rough it " ivithout even lodging. Of 
late, however, energetic steps Lave been taken in this matter so 
important to the common weal.* 

Presently we crossed the Mono da Candonga,! a lump ly^g 



* Id thn Rclatorio, or AnuiiHl IIc]mi1 nf 
QiD PreaiileDt of MIdm (Rio Ty|Ki|^t>liiA 
Espennfa, 186T), ws fiml (p. dSt, tluit 
meuum liave licen nilnplcd tu nccutq ac- 
enmniDilatinn at tfao intiKml wntars nf 
Caxunhli, in the Manicipiilitj of Biuiiiencly, 
loA >t tlie "AgRBB VirtanBu" of Canipuihik. 
The irateis of B&epend; are d»trihu(«il into 
, nine fouolains nlrwul y known. ' ' The j con- 
tain," tnyt St. .Tii1[d AuguEto HarUi Bar- 
bom, "frM atrbonin add, (srbonatcs, sul- 
phftM of alkalino base, traces of (Dlphato 
of inn uicl sn][>hiiric wid, prolnlily dnc tu 
orguitc (Iccompomtioii, nud mnch OBteemcl 
in cutaneous (liiauea. The toUoBing a Iho 
iui»Ij-Bi> of tLe Hit™ in the Son* Ao Picfi. 
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-outh of the Sfto Jose Itaiige, itud deeply pittetl ivitli huge raviucs 
![ke craters of extinct volcaiioett. Fnim the suuiniit we saw to 
:(K' right of tlie road the calcareous formiition knonii «s the Ctisa 
:■• I'edm,* or more fancifnlly ns Clratfl de CalypBo, Presently 
rjc Trindaile clmrL'li, and Silo Josif-, the city, lay below oui- feet, 
-iu'^uhii' Mid romautic. The hasiu is traTersed by the Corrego 
i^ Sauto Antonio, n tributary of the Rio das Mortes; though 
;LiL.'hep than Sfto Jolo.t it must nccumulate heat in hot weather, 
.(k! in cold weather, damp in damp weather. Stretching from 
north-east to south-west rises the Serra de SAo Jose, which divides 
the valleys of the Itio das Jlortea and the Carandaliy ; it forms, 
iliey say, a double line, a gigantic rut bisecting the centre. The 
|ii-peniiicnlar wall, 200 feet high, ultima- Cyclopean iu arcliitectiire, 
iijii towering 500 feet above the basui, is a Jebel Mukattam, and 
Jilt unlike the Palisades on tlie Hudson. Its crest bristles with 
curious projections, stiff points, pikes, needles, and organ pipes, 
uhile the debris fill the low lands witli felspai- and clay slate. It 
is the fii-st of manj' which we shall presently see, their right lines 
intersecting the country divide it into ^vast compartments, and 
supply to it gold. The precious metal is still washed about 
X'' S^ da Conceieiio de Prados,! under the Pouto do Morro, to 
the north-east. 

The pavement of the steep " Calijadii " was even worse than 
liial of Sfto Joilo ; and we reached the liouse of Mr. Robert H. 
Milward, to whom our introductoiy letters had been sent for- 
Mfti'd, thoroughly prepared to dismount. But no sucli luck was 
in store ; Mr. Milwai-d was out of town, and Mi-s. Milwavd was 



* ThelunitlteniiforiiraTe. Hr.WaM|ii, 
'J23), nnteil uul <teMiribed tlie fcatiiiD. Mr, 
CofBj' plans it it tix milen eqaidiatant from 
Slo Ja<ki,andSb>J<iB£iuid near th« Bio EItas. 
ThenW Uaa isolated, calcareaiiB Dthcainl, 
nmw 300 (e«t niacd nbore * mero brejo, nr 
•naip, and abont 440 jacd* lout', ^^e 
^"■^ il tunnel ia tho mmiel of n BiiliWrta- 
ta lied. The ceiling baa atoLutitir 
1 nir-teetb, the Bidca are worked 
All h; tlie wnhir bath, uid tbo bot* 
. chiy, BliU jirenjrviuK tilt liojies (it 
it uiowb. The portj itoUh of tbiu 
9, form ills niiiuil curios. Tbs "put- 
it <}atliic itjlo, Bnd the "Church," 
• dart lia^HgF, opening upon the 
nitado IiDBlre," (irot of the C'lmndo- 
Ifatlund Ihja arc n ltini»loiie column 
T duunbond bulge : the latter 



cnmmnnluttiDg with the opon, I un tir«d 
of gtuK^ing at vavurna, after the Hommoth 
mid Adeliber^, Rnd there wns no pc-nie to 
jnsti^ tho Ims of a daj. 

t Tliis is proveil by oor HKcndiug 
nearly the whole way. M. Qerbcr does not 
give tho altitude, which is popularly sup- 
lioBe.1 to be 531)0—6400 fert. We may re- 
duce it to 2600 feet, a little below thnt of 

t Pmdoe, niuo milea from Sio 3ob6, is 
UliBly 111 W-oiue important, ns oun of the 
BlAttonn un the future railway, tII AlagA* 
Dourada to lh« head waten of tha Bio da 
Slio PruicIiKo, At prwant the speciality al 
the little town is iHuldlerT, supplied by 20 
workshops, employing 160 hands ; tho 
itrtides an °old wholc^lc for 20(000 
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Hot visible to us, nUhougli we were tliorouglily visible to her. 

'e retraced oui- steps upwards tlu-QUgli n sprinkling of " Jacu- 
Wros,"* some of them " Geiite de Cnsaca."t Their only occu- 
pation, when not making ahoea, seemed to be pla3-iiig " peteca," ; 

kind of hand shuttlecock, in favour with both sexes. We did 
not expect to find "chitken-fixius" at the inn kept bj' the CapitSo 
Severino, better known as "Joaquimsiuho," and we were not 
disappointed. Happily for us, however, Saturday is beef day tA 
Sfto Jose. 

Whilst the beef was being manipulated, we walked to the 
southern slope of the basin and uispected the Mati'iz dedicated to 
Santo Antonio. According to the chroniclers, § it b the most 
beautiful and majestic in the pro^-ince; it is finely sitnated, facii^ 
the mountains, the town, and the Riverine valleys and lowlands 
to the east. Accordhig to local tradition, it was built about 1710, 
by the Marijal Casado Rotier, and the Bacraments were first 
administered in 1715. In those days of pristine piety the wealthy 
founder sent every Saturday night a gang of 200 slaves, each 
carrying a pan of aurifai-ous cai-th ; hence the puddle walla are 
mixed with gold as the pise of the Dahoman pidace is kneaded 
with rum or human blood — honoris causa. 

The style is the baiocco or old -Tesuit, and resembles the S5o 
Bento of Rio de Janeiro ; it is, however, more primitive, tawdry, 
and gi'otesque. The nave ia rectangidar, with frescoes of very 
jKJor art, life-sized saints, Gregory and Ambrose, Augustine 
and Jerome, witli the Annunciation, the Magi, and the crecho or 
crib of Bethlehem. Tlie ceiling is a lialf hexagon, witli panels 



' Jiunbeirns do Sio Jose, a highly In- 
liiouB lerm, ci|uivalent to country -hump, 
kin, applied by the ncighboaring St/i- 
JoitDDDseg. Diaputffi about "iirhaJi prc- 
Mdencj " here ran high as they over cliil 
between Perth lUid Dundee. JopQIn h 
•errila toml, arc! Padre Corr«a singe of a 
bkd lot. (Epistoln, p. 34.) 



■ is a!«o Bflccltii by i 
ipscially hj Lha l>0Htn 
Sto PrsDcisco. Tho b 
nuiiM floni mixed with npadun 



cold vMbv. SL nil. (lU. i, 270, ) umito th« 

-t " Coat people," nppiwoti to theme *ho 
wear jacketc or thirt slnveB. The gsmwiit 
is Bonerally undontowl to be of hroftddoth, 
inrariiibly blaolt. 

:t In Tnpy, tho wrml pnmnril; ligniGm 
Ik " beating." It it explained in the Diet, 
by "ToUnla" or "BUpapo,"niadeot maiw 
leaves. The phrase " faser peteca de al- 
guem " means to use another aa a eat'i-pair. 
Tho Bntocudos had the football mode of a 
NtnfTed sloth's skin. (Prinoe Mm. iL 

{ Cnsal (vol. ii.) and Pitono (vol liii.) 
especially. (>f conrae the dead wore buriwi 
around and within it. The custom «•■ not 
aboliahed in Rome and Nnplu till ISOB. 



Icnrvi 
The 



•K xiii-I TO AND AT SAO JOSK D'EL-REI. HI 

"t paintings not budly executed. There are six aide cliRpels, 
i^ third left containing a large cross. Two pulpits attached 
the side walla are poor and naked, with highly ornamental 
luopies, suggesting those "'.African gentlemen" whose sole 
ituuie to speak of is a tall blue chimney-pot lint. On the left 
curiously- ahaiwd choir or organ loft, supported by queer 
cmrattdes and comncopiie, and copiously festooued luid painted. 
urgftu is tulei'able, and indeed it in said to be the best in 
Miuas ; the organist kindly gave ua a specimen of liia art. Under 
■:iK choir are two fancy figm-es weeping bittei'ly without a cause. 
Above it is a projecting branch for lights, a heraldic full-sized 
wooden eagle — somewhat like those which support our lecterns — 
vitose beak supports a lamp chain ; of these Jovian biida there ia 
one before each altar. 
'ITie sanctuary is a mass of gdding and car\'ing, and the ribbed 
i.if shows a quadripartite vaulting. On tlie right-hand wall is 
Uie Marriage of Cana, to the left the Last Supper, large paint- 
ings, but not equal to the populiu- tieutuient of tlie subjects, 
The retablo under its canopy of gilt wood ia Saint Anthony, per- 
forming the miracle of the animals. He holds up the mon- 
stmnce. The people, doubtless " sceptics " and " shallow infi- 
dels," refuse to adore, but the once Tj-phonian donkey, new type 
iiT the iteal without knowledge, falls on its humble knees. It calls 
! ' mind the old hymn- 
Cognovit boa et Bsiaua 
Qncd puer ent CominuB. 

Tliree stepa lead up to the thione of the Bantissima, a fiiie piece 
if wood and gildiug, always, however, excepting the fat boys 
<lressed in gold-wash, who put out the eye of taste. Above it is 
:i lignre of our Lord ascending to Heaven. 

'I'ho Miracle room showed a votive offeiTJig, dated 1747, the 
iticii ill periwigs and full skirted red coats, were wilil brtthren 



R 



Sir Pliune, of amber wmff-bos jaatly vain, 



The aacristy contained the usual old fountain, decorated with 
impossible head, a few insiguificant pictui-es, and old prie- 
Dieu chairs of fine black-wood, with seats and tall backs uf 
highly embossed leather. These articles are common in the 
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churches of Mitias, Eome of the country clergy affect them, and ] 
have found them at times in Inical houses. They are pictmeaque, 
but who, in the name of comfort, sits off the dorsal angle? i 
nurserj- stool woidd be preferable ! Thia property room is ricl 
in thurifera, chalices, and othei- items of the ecclesiAStical plaU 
service ; it is said to contain 1280 lbs. of silver and silver gilt 
The most grotesque part is the Capella de Sete Passos, thfl 
seven principal stations of om- LonVs passion, beginning with 
the garden and eixling at tlte crufifixioii. The figures were life- 
size, of painted wood, and nothing can be more like a BaddbisS 
temple in those lauds where Buddhist ait does not excel. 

We then strolled about the place, and inspected the minoi 
lions. The Casa da Camaru, opposite the Matriz, is certoinljf 
tlie best of the 300 houses. We counted, besides the pariab 
church, 1, Sao Joao Evangelista, 2, Bosario, 3, Santo Antonio 
doe Pobres, 4, tlie chapel of Sao Francisco da Paula, and 5, 
tbe Merces, still under repair ; a total of seven, and a tolerobl4 
allowance for a population of 2500 souls." Descending the 
cal^ada, we crossed over the neat little stone bridge, and worked 
round to the principal Chafariz. The entrance to its ffagged 
platfonn certainly dates before the days of criuoUne ; the front 
shows three masks and two spouts, still surmoimted by the s 
of Portugal. All is like the gai-den of black Hassan, bnt the 
place would make an admirable bath. 

Beyond tljis the red land is cut and backed by Uie gold-washeT. 
" St. Joseph of the King" (I). Joao V.) was the wildest solitudd 
during the seventeenth centiuy, when the Paulistas and Tao- 
bat6enses began to push their bandeiias or commandos into the 
vast mysterious interior. Guided by the bravo and energetift 
adventurer, Joao de Serqueira Affonso, a pwty of explorers 
seeking red-skins and "yellow clay," reached the margins of tbe 
Rio das Mortes. and founded the usual "Arraial." Its goldeu 
treasures atti'acted eniigi'ants, and on January 19, 1718, about 
two years before Minas Geraes was raised to an independent 
captamcy, it became a villa and a municipality under the Go- i 
vemor I*. Pedro de Almeida, Count of Assuniiir. In June 1842, 
it acknowledged the insm-geuts, and in 1848 it was degraded tu I 
"povoa5ao," a "one-liorse" affair. But Resurgam « 

ft 198*. 
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I Ha motto, ami on October 7, 1860, it ti>ok npyii itself Die iioMe 
I oliligations of cityliood. 

In April 1828 S. Jose became the lieml-fiuiirters of the General 

.'iuing Association, that had secured three leagues of aurifefouB 

I, and whose interests were looked after by Mr. Charles 

' liural." In 1830 a tract of gi'oimd waa also secured by the 

I ' Si. Juliii Del Eey." But water was found to be veiy 

} ibiiuilBut iu Uie iTiine and veiy scanty on the sui-face; conse- 

iLiitly, stamping and washing went on slowly. Two yeai-s 

r-i-wards the directors gave up the diggings iu disgust, the 

: liint " was bought by Mr. Milward, and gi-ass now grows abun- 

iiiiy in the streets. 

i he trade of Sao Jose, except in Jacuba and Petecas, is at a 

i.d-still. Once it had five &brics of native flax, seventy looms, 

.■ ai-es,) where 30,000 metres of country-grown cotton were 

I en, five potteries of good clay, and eight kilns, which pro- 

' LI t-d per annum 3000 bushels of lime. In 1855 the municipal 

Mile calculated the exports at 450 : 000 $ 000, and the imports 

111250:000 J 000. 

Xature, in one of her usual freaky moods, produced at " Suo 

■'.niti of the Jacubeii'os," no less a peraonage tlian Jose Basilio da 

'.lima, ex -Jesuit noviciate, favoiuite of Pombal, member of the 

V'l-ndia IVliueu'a, author of the celebrated ei>ic, or rattier 

' I rical romance, "O Ui'aguay," and glory of his native land. 

• might be expected, however, under tlie circumstances, the 

I e of his birth never recorded his natal date, whicli is supposed 

be about 1740; the names of liis parents have only just been 

-. overed, and where there are seven cbm'ches, there is not a 

-lal. to honour' the gi-eatest of the Brazilian poets. 

His " Exegi Monumentum " slmll conclude this chapter. 
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tJcagua}: l men alioU read thee : though some day 
Brood o'er thu vision dftrk, otemnl night. 
Lire Choa and 'J07 the Light aercne and clear I 
Go to Arcadia's groves, nor fear to he 
A stnmger stopping on an nnJtnown shore. 
There "mid the soiubre myrtles fteshly reared, 



Hr. Chwl™ Duval, who wns married 
PoliBh huAj, n\M remenihered in Uie 
iiy, aflenisnb hecamo Chief Cimunis- 
r .j Dnngo hwa, anil <tied abont 1Sii7. 
WaUi lii. Ui— ti) faUl; dMUtbea bb 



tn of treating the (imrlt ariJ pyrites 
\g failod w see Mr, Milward wbw, in 
ilay« had charge of the nperaUons, 
noilhw add lo nor corT«t his infor- 
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THE HIGHLANDS OF THE ER,AZIL 

Not bU Mir*a • the «ad um shall hold. 

Haise froni the foreign sky and o'er it ftrew 

^ith pere^ae hand the wreath of baibarous flow't! 

And seek tli j foUowcr to guide thj steps 

Unto that place which lon^ th; coming 'waits. 

* Uiu |>ovtii^, or giwUirnl luaae. 
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CHAPTER XIV. 

TO THE ALAG6A DOURADA OR GOLDEN LAKE, 

tanta BstclemeutitiDtneo nebula inBciens. nee BpiritaBhiopeBtilBiu, nec 
KSTumperea ; tnedioamm opera parnm indiget."— Oerald. Cambr., Chap. 9. 

BE beds of S4o Jose were not dowuj-. We agioed to rise at 
I., and most of us s^ient the iiigbt tnlking over old times. 
», however, will stray, ajid witb the thermometer showing 
F. uegi-oea will feel torpid. Yet we effected a start at 
. The road at first traversed wooded lands ; at least, so 
Iwoglit iu the darkness of niid-wuiter. It was almost like 
Ig up an endless wall of stone, slightly slanting, and sliding 
) on the other side. Presently it began winding thi-ough a 
in the glim Serra de Siio Jose ; bad it was to ascend, worse 
Mcend, and the raw dump of early dawn was not favourable 
be exercise of tcay faculties, perceptive or reflective. ' 

t 8 A.M., desperately sleepj', chilly and comfortless, we 
bed the Rio Carandaby, which, draining tbe westwai'd face 
» meridional range north of Barbacena, falls into tbe Rio das 
tea Grande, and thus into the Rio Grande and the ParanS. 
name ia trivially explained by the cry on sighting a di-owned 

"A cara anda abi!" — here goes the face! The teim ia ^ 
ably Tnpy, and Cara-andaliy would mean tbe "hawk's , 

' or curve. In the Brazil, as in "tbe East," there is 
'abundance of folk-lore philosophy, superstitious, fanciful, I 

riptive, and facetious. Thus, " araxa," town, so called be* 
e it is a " sun facer," " ara" being day, and " echa" that looks 
B popularly derived from " ba de se acbar," he (or it) must 
>und, alluding either to a Quilombeii-o* (maroon negro), or to 
gold reported to be abundant. | 

The Qailoialxi uinv he i Comijitioa n( Itrjiil it ii applioil tn ttia Imali iiettlemcab | 

tbe BandB irord Khkli Pr. Benuirdo Marin nf fugitire alnvee and athor nukUfunan : 

it: Cumecatim (LinboD, 1504) wHte« in wmo of tbeM MarDon Tilkges, as the Qui' 

hu weli-knowD dictiomr;, Curitmbn (Ku tombo dw Polmarea, will lite in historr. 

Jbfoba), I.e., poYoar, la populate. In the ' ■ Calhunbala, " "CaramboU," or " l^fi- 
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Haviiiy breakfasted at the Ciuandaliy Bridge, we a±icended to 
a kind of plateau, or table-land. This taboleiro was giiissy, and 
tliiiily wooded above witL stunted trees like the ilex and arbutus 
of the Tyrolese gkde ; whilst the slopes and hollows showed Lh« 
huge red water-bi'e aches and the bouquets de bois of the Min&& 
Campo. There were only two fazendas upon the thousands ol 
square acres, well supplied irith small streams in little glens. 
The path was all up and down, nor did it want the usual qui^- 
mires. 

Thi-ee luoi-tal long leagues delayed us till nearly sunset. After 
many an " miathema esto," we reached an outlying settlement oa 
a hill-top, primitive as a Tupy taba.* Thence descending a 
steep winding path, we found ourselves in sometliiug more 
civilised, the Freguezia de Santo Antonio de Alagoa (vulgariy 
LagSa) Doiuada.f It appeiu's in tlie shape of a single street, a 
favourite fonii in old-fashioned paiis of the Brazil, this long town 
reminding one of a settlement on the Gaboon or the Congo River, 
and sui-vives in the suburbs of such civilized x'hices as (Sfto Si»lva- 
dor da) Bahia. Some fifty one-storeyed houses, with fui-projecting 
eaves, which suggest, when \-iewed from below, a colossal flight 
steps, stretch straggling from noilh to south, and spread along 
the meridional bank of a brook traversing a dwuj-f bottom. This i> 
one of the head waters of the Brumado, the brumous, or fogg^i 
called by the ehlei-s L'orrego, or Ribeiiflo de Inferno, or "HeB 
Creek." After six or seven leagues it falls into the Paiaopeba. 
According to some, it is the main stream, and we are now in the 
basin of the Kio de Kilo Fnincisco. Crowning the ^quai'e-lika 
street are tlie remains of a new church, intended for St. John ; it 
s highly etfcctive as it now stands — a ruin before it became tui 
edifice. Fuither down is the Matriz de Santo Antonio, old and 
with the antiquated beli'ry, a detached wooden fnmiework. Also, 

lomboU," oul in Prince Mat li, 281), • The T(il« ix Ihe KnuJ or lodlM 

"tt«jMiiboioB," whiuL I tarn only rnjisiJer villnge, a coUecliou of "Ocas," in rcniv 

to be fnrtliBr deliuemenlu ; taie of Ihetu, guose CabanaJi— nigwnms. The Omo b 

boworer, oceun in the Cartiui Cblk'nu, u the oicn Rpara, goni'tallj circulir, met- 

cdcbnted BnuJlUn utire, the "Umper'e touadnl by the lodges. 

Latten " done in itiae, — -f ALi;ortiiug to the Dicdwurio Qm- 



£ nioDiU n hum bom cabo, que lbs tiagn 



gn|i'>i<^i snb Tooe, it woo grigiiutllj thi 



A qnMlo. gmlombola, « aiWiatem -^ ^^nietimo, om.i.eo„.lv wrillen IXond* : 

*"^ the I 

he hcqiIk Io liriiig toimi 

I whom he can Iny hundi forei; 



Em dni» pu^dhEir»8. ,^^ Port.igneM dlphtlions " ou " u toMOj 

A rtimlj coiponil ho (cntiK (0 liriiig toiindort "oi," to iJio iutat confndoB « 

AUlhoMaroDOr--- ' 

1& botd ai.vk'ii 
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r the popoiattou of 6U0 souls oud Simday visitors, theiu tue two 
^icU of ease, llie Merces nnd the towerless Rosai-io. 
iM'e piissetl on to the further end of tlie straggling village, and 
inched" at n kind of coltiige Unit bore the " striuige device" — 

CASA HOSPERIA ASAO, ("=. the, word reveRed.) 
Dom Miguel da Assiuapuli) (.siu, cilo a Doc) Chaves. 

TJie kennels sening for bed-rooms were foully dii'ty, the floor 
Tas foot-tamped emth, and the ceilings were in Miueiro style, 
■inps of bjimboo bark about au inch in diameter crossing at right 
iigles. This rongh matting has its advantages; it is iheap, 
lit.in, and not close enough to prevent ventilation ; in the better 
t'llublishmeiits it is funi'il'ully patterned, stained, and chequered. 
The beds had, for all covertm-e, bits of thin, coloured chintz, not 
jileasant with the mercury at BS' F. ; the occupants usually shiver 
; thin "ponches,"* ur cloaks; of course we bad not forgotten 
'-■< bring railway rugs. 

It was Sunday, June 23, the "vesperu" (eve or vigil) of St. 
■''■jha, perhaps the oldest "holy day" in the civilised world. It 
', I need hardly say, the commemorfttiou of the Northern Solstice 
•ji the Mundi Oculiis, when lus " Dakhshandyan " begins. It is 
ihc feast of the mighty Baal (or Bool bun : 1 Kings xviii. 22 — 24), 
ihe great "master," the "husband" of the moon, the mighty 
"' Lord " of light and heat, the sun of this great world, both eye 
lod soul. We find him called Bel and Belus in AssjTia and 
I liahlea, Beel in PhcFuicia, Bnl amongst Uie Ctirthaginians, 
Moloch (i.e., Malik, or king) amongst tlie Anunonites, Hobal in 
Arabia (Brs. Dozy and Colenso), Balder (Apollo) in Scandinavia, 
Belenus in Avebury, and Beal in Ireland. t The flaming pyre is 
in honour of the Mundi Animus, the solar light. Thus we read in 



* Tbe Poochu <iC Spuainli Amerida. 
Here it ill a huavj' nlwretew clmk of blue 
braaddoth Satd with red baiie : wban 
the (tuff is flue, the garmeat of many uaeti 
in prefenble to an; macinttiBh or va-ler- 
pnaf, Btul it iirotectg Erom the aim sa 
HcUaafrDiD ntn. A " poacha " of white 
linen in ur*^ liy the vealLhitir c^luees whi'a 
riding daring the hent of the day. 

't I know it has heeo stated (hat nearly 
h]) the BeU, BaLs, luid BtU, which uomo lo 
l-in.ly to the mpimrt of Iho Baal tboor)', 
■ r-> foiioK of Bil, good, Bally, a township, 
i.:Il', a tr«c, Bealavh, a load, and Bil or 
. il, tliu niuuth of u ri'er. But the 



pagnn IriBh certainly worshiiipod nith 
liiUs, trsea, wells, and stones, the hesienl; 
Lodieu. The Bel-une, " litMo circle of 
Belos," was their year. How then could 
they Lave omitted the tun, that otjwt of 
uniTenal a-loration < The Baldeisbad of 
Rcandinavia ore deacribeil by many a. tm- 
veller, end Leopold von Buck found thom 
in notliiern Kor«iy, they are neen on both 
coute o£ the Baltic, and they eitand into 
Fmuiaand Idthojuiia. I cannot iindentand 
how a feetiTal which is aniieranl «bonld 
1i« lermed charBcterintie of the inaalor 
Cell*. lAlhonieuni, No. ^073, July 2u, 
ISU"). The furthest point south at which i 
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the " Quatuor Sei-moiies," " In worship of St. John, the people 
waked nt liome, and made three iimimers of fires: one was of 
clean bones, and no wood, and that is cnlled a bonfire ; another 
is clean wood, and no hones, and that is called a wood-fii'e, for 
people to sit and wake thereby ; the Uiird is made of wood and 
bones, and that ia called St, John's fire." So the sun- worshippers 
of nortliern England, tlie cential counties, and of Cornwall, 
kindled on their liighest I.owes and Ton-s, nt the moment of the 
solstice, huge friix tie jole, and called them " Bar-tine." And 
at this moment, whilst we in the heart of the Highlands of Brazil, 
are watching the piling up and the kindling of the pjre, semi- 
pagan Iiishmen in Leinster and Connaught, even in Queen's 
Comity: tliey ai-e dancing round, and their- children are jumping 
through theii- raemonous Beal-tienne" (Baal-fire). And still the 
Round Towel's in which the signid fii'es were lit, are looking on. 

Here also we see illustrated the effect of climate upou great 
national festivals. The northern yeule, or yule — meny Christmas 
— the Feast of the Southern Solstice, has scant importance iu 
these latitudes, where the weatlier is hot and rainy, and the roads 
are bad. Midsummer is the cool of the year ; the temperatm'e is 
then delightful, and the ways are clean. People meet at the 
chm'ch towns from every dii-ection; each place has its bonfii-e, 
bands promenade, and people sit up all night, and gleefully 
renew the "Tree of St. John." t They keep tlie feast in 
utter ignorance of its origin, and indeed I have often asked 
of European ecclesiastics the meaning of the bonfii-e, but in 
vain. I Educated Brazilians have inquii-ed how is it that men 



I 



found the Grea vaa nt Guimar in henutifiil 
Tanerifo ■ there every person immerl JoLn 
mint nn Midsuiuiuer D.ijr "Htmd liquor" 
to nil bit friends. The Solatiuj day hw 
tmbably nutde St. John's name so |HipuUr 
M tbe biptUDml font throughoat CJimt- 
iiuut}; hence Ino onr Jonea (I'.r,, Johu'e, 
Uu) aame form u Johnanti) and Eyuib, tbe 
g«iiit[re of OU old Welah muoe eqoivaleut 
to John. 8t, John leenm eajieciiiJIy la 
hBTO fuTOured tbe Bnsqne ooontrj. In his 
pfre it pUred a atone which earyee him at 
> "prie-Dicu;" on the next morning it 
ia found to preserre Home of bis hsin, 
which naturally become relica. The Gro is 
of herha, and those wbo jnoiji thn>ujjh it 
do not auffer from " itch." 

■ Til! lately live co«!b Eron. the fire were 
■trewed over the Gelds to produce n jjoud 



t The " mostra dc S. JoAo " is a bll, 
thin tree-tnmlt, aometinieB loft growing 
wid merely trimmed ; mors often it !• 
fulled, Kferipped, and replanted. This ■• 
eenernlly done a n-eek or bo before tho fe«- 
tiviJ. Attached to the top is a vane a) 
two feet square, of light frame^work fi . ^^ 
with CMlico, upon wbicb in painted a tipm 
of tbe Saint, and aniougst nognMB ha if 
often blutk. Thiii "mast" romindi Um 
Eugliab tiai'eller of oar " Bb&ft," or Iila7> 
pole. The bonfire (Gro of joy) wu known 
to the iurligencs of the Brazil, wbo eallect it 
" Toryba," from Tory, a faggot. 

t ThcB'giiinDxen.aiwDllasthcSalitiaa^' 
Here honoured with memorial Gre-fcBti*B)« 
(.g., Etutter-iluy or May-day, the Hi>li <■ 
tndin, and the Irinh la Binl teini 
All-halloK-een {Oct. SIV And if Cbritt' 
ianity hud an RHtroncmiral origin, no bars 
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ver the St. John's tiie witliunt burning the feet ?' Of 
, the tinswer is that tliose who pass through the fiaraes 
9 pass quiL'kI.v, nnd often with wet boIpr. fJii'ls thi-ow tlie 
■ font^nts of eggs into wnter, nnd nee in the fonns which they 
a»aime the faces of their "fiUiim."^ They all judge of their 
liirk, uf coiu-se matnmontal, by twisting paper -slipe, which are 
r-ened or not by the cold. Uuedncnted men believe tliat St. 
I'hn »>Ieeps through his festival, ami happily ho, for were he to 
..ili€ he would destroy the world. I'aor siiiuti They sing 
l-Dgthy songs Iwgiuning with — 

S4o JoJo M BoaWra que hoje e ren dls, 
Do Ceo desoeria oom alegria e pntser.^ 

And the fiery fete is nioie pleasant hi the country than in the 
towns, where bell-ringing, disehaiges of fiieworks, begin befors 
dawn. You are deafened with the ridiculoita rockets, and the 
nioUques or niggerlings make the sU'eeta unpleasant by thi'owiag 
"feet seekers" (buscapes) or squibs, which do their best to injure 
your legs. 

The \-illage is a mean place, but its situation is remarkable, 
aiid the inhabitants say that it is tlie highest " arraial " in 
Mtuas; whilst the Serra das Taipas§ is the loftiest range, and 
Itacolumi is the monarch of mountains. It occupies one of 
t highest plateaus — perhaps the highest — not only in Alinas, 



; i^L John could hs l>iit know that we 

honour him Ihu <ln;, 
Down trotB heaven bu would Btrajin 

his gUdnaM and bii joy. 
The metre b a faTourile with the country 
]>(Kii)]c, BO ia the rhyme : the oonnoiunce is 
of the fimt line end and of the ajUable 
thnt endi the third hemUtich, whilst the 
fouptet tcruiinutes unrhymed. In thii 
way arc mostly coinpoBed the " Modinhw " 
whidi we may tranalato "hkUads," and 
u'heu recit«il, ah the fmbioa is, not ming, 
the peculiarity fit'oora a imtheUc or MDti- 
tiiental dropping of the voice euitable to 
the theme. Curinus to say, the same kind 
of couplet and triplet also may be found 
amongst the wild Sindhfs. 1 hare given 
inilODces in " SindJi aaii lh« Unces that 
inhabit the Vailgy of the Indus," pp. 88 
»nd 110. 

§ Some call it Alto daiTaipa*. Itlsthe 
north to aoutb Hdge connecting the heighta 
of Oiiro Prelo with tlione of Barbaceoa, and 
BimneiBler calls it Sena de Baibueenv 



((4her advuiced faith«. For r«ligion. 

'• belief of things tiuseen, b^an on the 

I with earthly matters and ended in 

IS with the Oreat Unknown. 

I^Thb ia the legitimate Irish Ril-(«iiine, 

I or lucky fire through which cattle 

'- i and children are passed t.i 

n against the maladieit of the 



n Ireland "BriJeogh," a 
^'Btidget, proi>crly Brighid, 



"by 



r fntiL 



cnches 



in Qflrmony the maide 

^^^ »ees her dertiny on St, Andrew's Bto, 

^^^FThonuui' Bve, Christmas Bvo, and New 

^^^^^^i EvB. Before midnight on St. An- 

^^^■■r'a Bra, melted lend is poure<l through 

^^^B Dpen parts of a key whoae ward« form 

^^^Fwom into water dtawu from the well 

dotiDg the same night, nnd the metal 

takoH the form of the tools denoting the 

craft of the spouse to lie. 
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but ill tlie Eiii/il, ns in proved Ii.y the wftters flowing fiom it to the 
northern and southern extremitieR of tJie Emiiire. And yet this 
" wHsser-schied," which aeparfltea two of the mightiest river 
systems known to the world, is of moderate nltitude, not ex<?eecUi]f; 
4000 feet. A eimilar anomaly of Nature is often to be seen in 
the divisions between highly important basins, witness the Bio 
Grnude-Toenntins, the Jladeii'd-Pai-agimy, the Xile'ZambeKi, tlie 
Missouri-Colorado, and the Indns-Bramhaputrn, 

The name, the lay, and the ti-end of this great " Linha 
Divisoria" are still in confusion. The people, who ai-e poor in 
genernl names, call it "Espiguo Gend," the General Ridge.* 
Thus they distinguish it from the " Espigoo Mestre," or Master 
Ridge, to the north-west, tlie di^-ide of tlie Tocantins and Uie 
southern Pnninaliybn. Baron von Esfhwege has connected the 
two by a vast curve, which heads the VaUeys of the Amazon, the 
Faranji, and the Siio Francisco, and he hns named the Espiguo 
Mestre " Seira das Vertentea," or Range of Versants. In this 
he is followed by Burmeister, whilst St. Hilaire. after the fashion 
of French departments, prefened calling it " Serra do Sao 
Francisco e do Rio Grande.f 

This mountain plateau foi-nis in Eastern and Equinoetia] Soatb 
America tlie thii'd and innennost transverse range, the otliers 
being the Serra do Mar and the Mantiqueira. Running in a 
direction roughly to be described as east to west, it connects the 
great north to snutli ridges. It begins at the Serra Grande, alias 
do EspinhaQo, about W. long. 0" 30' {Rin de Janeiro). It then 
runs ou a parallel between S. lat, 20° and 21", tlirnwing off large 
streams to the nortli and south, and presently becoming the 
Serra do I'iiimhy.; It continues to trend west for a total of 
180 miles, till it reaches the box-sliaped mass called the Sen-a 
da Canastrn, Ij-ing about W. long. 3''— 3^ 80' (Rio) and 47° (Green.). 
Some mapfl, following Spix and Mai-tius, extend the Serra da 



■ It in perluttn mnrc eeneraliy known ae 
ibe Serra du AUgAs Ihmratlik 

t A name nfflictini;ly Mmmon m tlie 
Bniil. Thi« "liig r[vcr"lH llie e««ti!ni 
head water of tbe Parani-ParaEimy-Pliiw, 
7h« tannd is formed by tbe juaciioa iif 
thii Btream vith the Fnianabjba, which I 
call the Southeni to distiDgnish it froin the 
Qrtat Korthem Puuiahjba o! Haranhilo 
and Fmiihj. 

* *" ■ WslCT ot tlio Piiim or 



.Sandfl}-. !^ HIl. (HI. i. 166) r«n'1en It 
" Water ot the Si-Jluw ■' iMhijiii). Many 
howiTer of his derivKtiona are farfetched, 
and taken from Tocahulnrics. Thus be 
derives (111. i. lOfl) Capitinipi from tbe 
Gnaranf Cai^i, graae, and pltlnnga rank 
smelling |T. D, Filed, bsBo, fortuin, rank- 
neie): it ngnifiea eimplj white gran. So 
(III. i. 238) be mokes Fertpitinga to be 
" fetid nish ; " it is ■' flnl ruah," futlaga, 
flat, not pltlnnga. 



<ffAP. XIV.] TO THE ALAGOA DOUKADA OH COLDKX LAKH. i:>l 

(.'anasti'ft to the Serra Negrd of Sabai*^, and thence north to the 

division of waters between the Rio de Sao Francisco and the 

Sonthem Paranahyba. M. Gerber and the majority prolong the 

Sena da Canastra to the '' Mata da Corda," wliich extends to 

S. lat. 17^9 and whose last buttress we shall see on the Bio de 

Sao Francisco. 



I 



CHAPTER XV. 

AT THE ALA06a DOURADA, 

" Cnim-bi-bB-hiinihiiili-i-i." 

"VThen oui- ti-aps were sc'ttleii in the dog-holes, I wnlked off 
to the Pahicete da Comraiasuo, whiih housed the suireyora of 
the great future line of rail] which will sood end the present 
"hideous waste of power" between the Valleys of the Pai-ahjha 
and the Sao Francisco. Mr. John Whittaker, C.E., was then ia 
charge, with two first Assistants, Messrs. Thos. Hayden &nd 
Chas. A. Morsing, besides a number of imderlings. Eveiythiuff 
waa in admirable and business-like confusion ; mules tramped 
about the cotu't, saddles himg ti'om the walls, boxes strewed the 
floors, and instruments were stowed away in the corners. It 
the signal of separation, half tlie party going noilb and tlie 
other south. 

On the Fete of St. John we made a halt, and were in\-ited to 
lay the first chain. At noon we proceeded to the brook, beading 
a little crowd of spectators, whose wives and children eyed the 
outlandish proceeding, as usual, from their windows. The peg 
was duly planted, my wife giving the first blow, and breaking the 
bottle, A chain was laid down, and sights were taken to " N. 
74° W.," and " S. 73° E." The inaugui-ntion passed off well ; 
flags flew, the baud played its loudest, we drank witli many 
rivas — pam ! pnm ! paui ! pauis ! — and hip ! hip ! hip ! hurrahs ! 
to the healths of the Brazil, of England, and especially to the 
prolongation of the Dom Pedro Segundo Railway ; many com- 
plimentaiy speeches were exchanged, and the music escorted ua 
back to oui' " ranch." 

The scene of the ceremony was the site where the Dark 
became the Golden Lake. Wien first discovered it covered 
the lowlands upon which the houses now stand, and in order to 
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Snin it, tlio u1(l miners pt-m.-ticiJIy solved the geogi'iiphii'nl 

problem of connecting two vei'SAiits. By iiieann of deep gap- 

liVt. caitingB, wliich still remain in the lowest levels, tliey tm-ned 

feeders of the Caraiidaliy, which flows south, into the Bru- 

I 1, which mns north. Here the fji'eit*!' part of the precious 

i-.al w«s discovered, iiud there nre many traditioua of its 

1. nuer wealth. Sir. Walsh* givea an account of the old diggiuga 

iN'w ijj abeyance ; he mentions a forty-pound nugget, which 

■ red to be the common nucleus of fibres mmifj"ing in all 

< rtionK. 

-Va regitriJs the line to be taken by the railway through tlie 

i'fliz Caniponez," thi-ee termini have been warmly advocated 

by their several partisans, and llie Commission was sent to see 

and Bur\'ey for itself. The thiee volleys wliich claim the honour 

Iire those of tlie Pni-A, the Pniiioptiba, and the Rio das Vellins. 
The Pai-fi passes to tlie west of l*itanguy, and falls into the 
Sao Francisco about S. lat. 19° 30/ Unfortunately, tlie Great 
I'lviding Ridge, will th must be crossed rid Santa Rita, Lage, 
( Desterro, puts forth a succession of lateral buttresses, with 
iiierous and important sm-face-drains, requiring long turns, 
■iiimels, bridges, and similar expensive works. Moreover, when 
ii reaches tlie Sao Francisco the latter river is completely 
ifiua^-igable, and cannot in these days be made navigable. 

The Paraopeba.t which runs to the east of, and almost parallel 

ill, the Para, has some advantages. P'rom the Rio das Mortes 

tlie Carandahy, the distance is only five leagues. At the 

ii;oa Dourada the ground is favourable; thence it would run 

A 11 the Brumado valley, and enter that of the Pai'aopeba after 

jlit leagues. This line would pass fourteen leagues west of 

'. present capital of Minas, tlirough c am pos where ngiicultm-e 

■urishes, and where there ai'e backgi'ounds of unoccupied 

: -sts.J On the other band, M. Liaia has proved that the 

ii;iopeba does not, like Sabar^, lie neaily on the meridian 

llio de Janeu-o, and that being far to the west it necessitates 

-; Liicless detom*. Moreover, the Pai'aopeba River is practicable 

1 only for thii-ty, some say twenty, leagues § between tlie mouth 

§ TheRi> 



■ (it 16!), 

t " Pwmopjla," which Dr. Couto unVes 

L'irapeliB." uid Dthcra "ForaiipeW." in 

i. i do not Itnoir with what authoritj, 

...jntho ■' river of the lenf." 



Inn of thePonw|iibft Jeclu'o 
igaUe for canutM botow the 
SiJta (mtariiot) o( B" Ciiu now Con- 
gonhoa do CiLmpo for alrnont doubia the 
diH>iic« mcDliDned in the tvit. 
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of the Betim (H. Ut. 20° 10') wul the Carlioeim do Chero- 
Rapids of Lftnientatioii * — in S. lat. 19° SO'. Finally, liere a, 
as Liois bus shown, the Bio de ^lio Francisco cannot he i 
safe, even for tugs, from the debouchure of the Paraopeba to H 
terrible Rapids of Pirapnrn.t 

During the afternoon we walked up and -down the banks 
tlie baby Brumado. Here tlie bati'n produced a few span^ 
of gold ; the owner of the land is said to take at times thi 
to four florins' worth per diem, which barely pays. The i 
ended as great days always do amongst tnie Britons — mih 
grand dinner piven by Mr. Wliittaker, and he managed it wot'*^" 
fully well. The good vicar, Rev. Francisco Jose Fen-eira, whoh 
duly said mass at 11 a.m., took tlie head of the table; myn 
was at the foot, and the sides showed seventeen Brazilians 1 
eight strangers. The food was, as usnal, represented by mew 
of cliickens and meat, feijao, rice, farinhn, and pepper sance,- 
in fact, "Mexiriboca,"; — witli cheese, beer, and port from t 
engineers' stores. The only peculiarity was the system 
toasts, after the fashion of old Minas, Immediately after 1 
soup, each one made a little speech, and sang in the most n 
of tones a little scrap of a sentimental song, generally a q1 
train and a bittoek. Tlie following are specimens : — 

Aos aniip^ um brindo feito 
Reins a nUegria em noaso pe!U) 
Grato licor. allegre, jucundo, 
Qae a tndo eete munilo, 

de^afria o Amor !S 

All the audience takes up the last word, and joyously proh 
with amelaneholy raurmm- — "Amo-o-o-r." Follows, perhBp8^^ 

Camo he gtaia n oompnnhia, 
Liaonjeira a aociedode, 
[_ Entre amigoa verdadeiros,' 



* Reminding tin etjwolngicallj of the 
"atb-BI-MftnOBb"— Oata (,r 8iit nf the 
Weeping-j>lttce. 

t This 18 not the pl&« to Irent of the 
Rin lias V'elhu, whiiih will he dcwrilicd in 
the first chftpltre of the second volumo. 

X Mexnibocn is s ludiaroui t«nn like 
onr " hodge-podge." meat, rice, bean.^, 
fuiaho, iknd oUier 
tUta witb a iipoon. 



Amizade! (chonu.)! 

§ A toast to thia good oonipaii;, 
Whore erery heart bents liigji with g1 
The generoDB wine flows fact and '^ 
For nought in all the WDcId WB M 
That ia not von by k 
II How happily we here are met, 
How plenaantljthe time hath p 
Amid the friends we ne'er forgi 
Bver maj oanstant friendiihip li 
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r. Crprianno RLnlrif,'iR>z C'lmyes greatly ilistiiijiiusheil liimself 
ill ill the singhifi* and the speechifv-ing. All kinds of healths 
re dnink and redninl:. At last the mamed men were 
oposed ; the bachelors objected, and then begun a general 

I light, friendly and furious ; the Centnura and Lapitliffl bound 

I orer to keep the pence. At such time, — 

• • The whole table. 
With chccm and tigoni, was a perfect Bahel.' 

After dinner we removed our chairs, and took coffee in the 

f street. Soon the temperature became nipping in these hollows 

I of the Brazilian Highlands ; thin ice fonns over shallows, and 

! in places a sonp-plate full of water will be frozen in the night. 

, We removed to the ranch, where Mr. Copsy made for us a 

" CrSmb&Dibali," t a native brule, highly advisable in these frozen 

I altitadeR, and we " sampled " sundn- glasses of it. The " vigil " 

fires were not lit again, bnt the band of ten men promenaded 

the streets, and ended with giving us a serenade. We did not 

I sepM^te till late, and we ant till " Sut prata biherunt." 

I Iinve spent many a less merry Chriatmas in Men-y England, 
I uid we shall not readily forget Midsummer Day at Alngua 
I Doorada, in the year of gi'ace 1867- 



* ^lis singinf! nt meat has been miivtr- 

1 Ml in Earnpe. In nld Gtrmnnir, irfaen eit- 

f ling ^ter dinner ill the gnesto were obligml 

rHTle Bomc rhymad anJ«r pain nf being 

'Irged to drink off a bomper. I believe 

t ihe practice was introduceiJ into tbe 

ml by the Hiilltmder inrKJon dimnf; 

f I7(h Csninry. It ui not known on the 

— hnirrl, where Portnguesa "speechifjiins" 

a A* nth, bnt poiia of the interior stilt 

imrre il. What voald «ay to it the 



anwrnpliBbeit authnr of the "Art of Din- 
ing ) " 

t I will give tho receipt in the words of 
the compoooder: — " Four into a large deep 
dish a bottle of tbe best white run, luid a 
quant, snff. of aogar. Hre it and keep stir- 
ring. Gradually luld a bottle of port, and 
when the flame w ' 



of Cr&Dibdmbali." 



a few slices of lime. Blow 
will have the tst; pe^ection 



CH.\PTER XVI. 

TO COKGOSHAS DO CAMPO, 

Tem m dentro cawpinaa dileltosft*, 
Gelidas lontcx, arvores oopodBs, 

Outeiros de crygtal, campoB de xoeaa. 
Mil fnictiferaa plnntas delioadaa. 



Thouoh joy lasted to the small hom-s, soitow ( 
inoming. Mr. Copsy was compelled by professional J 
ments to tmii his back upon iis. " Prodigio," the ola 
"madruilta," leaped a ditch dming tlie night, and was not ft 
lowed by the rest, a rare eii-cumstauce. The intelligent anua 
doubtless cherished tender memories of good feeding at la; 
hftitiug-places, and feebly determined to renew the pleasui 
We rose at 4 a.m., and we could not mount tUl hot 9 a.m. TS 
were accompanied by the engineers, uor could, indeed, we hai 
gone far alone. Nothing is easier in the Campos generally tbi 
the " en-ada " — for wliich the popular phrase is " compC 
porcos" — to buy pigs. The land is often a net of paths- 
kind of highway fi-om nothing to nowhei-e. When you M 
about tlie way, the inevitable answer is, " Nao tem " {pr 
nounce " teng ") " errada " — you can't go wrong, and beholc 
you at once come to a point where four or more roads cro 
or meet. Tlie people know every inch of ground ; they cann 
" stiavagiie," and tliey cannot conceive tliat you can, 

Moi-eover, we ai'e now on a mere bridle path, without commeio 
communications, or comforts ; the few iuhabitauts are natural 
intelligent, but they never rise above semi -barbarism, ^f yo 
inquire the hour, the repher will look at the sun and say 9 a.i 
when it is noon. If you desii'e to know the distance, the answi 
will probably he, " One leagne, if the gentleman's beast is a goo 
one; if not, one find a half." Koster sensibly divides I 
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Lilies into legoas gi'audes, legoas pequenas, and legoas de 
nsiHa — of nothiug, which may mean four miles. 

Crossing the old Lake-site, we ascended the northem hill by 
s hollow lane of red clay, and soon debouched upon the Campo. 
From the higher gi'oiiiid appeared, far ui tlie blue nortli-east, 
ihe lofty wall of Itacolumi. The sui-face is much broken with 
"i-lusefi," wooded and boggj' raWnes, generally struck by tlie 
path at a light angle. Railroads here must find, perforce, and 
follow the bed of some stream ; otherwise it is a " bad look-out." 

After marching five mites, we forded a small water, and ate 
Uigether om" last breakfast. The occasion was not solemn. In 
th«se lands, where all wander, men do not say, " adeua " (fare- 
well), but " ate a primeiia," " a tantot," or " ate a volta " 
(pronounced " vorta "), till the retimi ; and I have long learned 
to sobstitul* for adieu, an refoii: In fact, we all expected to 
Meet agfUD, and some of us met before we expected to meet. 
Ur. "Whittaker then mounted his mule, and, followed by the 
Biiior lights, went his way, whilst we went oui-s." 

Two hours took us to Olhos d'Agua,+ so called from a 

lakelet on the left. We rested at a cottage, and found the 

women busy at the old spinning-wheel, working the cotton that 

L'!-ew before theh- doors; this is a passe-temps as general 

mghout Minas as in ancient France. "When cooled with 

iiiges and plantains, we resinned, and sighted, deep down in 
» romantic hollow, a Fazenda belonging to the Padre Francisco 
Ferreira da Fonseca. It was a charniing hermitage, embosomed 
in its hills, and beaiithied by its luxuriant weeping willows, its 
fcttlieiy palms, and its stiff Araucaria puies. The Bombax 
^huneira) rose sturdy with its slightly bulging stem.t tapeiing at 
the top, and armed with short and stout, shaiii and cuned ci^ck- 

* 1 ICBVe thoe vorda M the; were An-.). Tbero are in the Brazil, u in 

vritUiD. We did meet Agiun, more thiui Africft, many kinds of this tree. Aome vith 

aott, uid vith pteoRnre, Knii little eipet.!- wrinkJod hut iinannod bark, others vith 

u^ whM v« »lwut td hai>pen. On Jane tljoniB ; the Bvvmn are whits pinic, or 

!1, 1888, Mr. John Whittaker died at Rio white aad i.ink, they easily faU liko tho 

ia Janeiro, monrnod Ijj all his friends, and blnaBotn of the Calabash ; the lokfeH are 

by Dene more than ouiselnes. either entini or have one to two loboa. Tho 

t "Sjra" of water— a term prolwHy bole gitua a viscid gum, and in some apociei 

Innalaled from the Araliic : in the iJnuil the soft Bpong; centre is filled with large 

KuBj place* are iu) calleiL lon-ie, which tlie WTages uaeil to eat. The 

t Another i^ieciea of Silk-cotton tioc, (niit, about tlie alio of oar largest pcan, 

"le (nnnager veDtm," in called from ita yieldi s dotton of whivh no seriooa nae lua 

piudipona centre! pot belly, the " Bam- yet boen nuwlo. 
pnlo ■' (Chorisi.i or Bowihiiv reotritwui. 
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bpiu'u, over u'hiub uo oue but Dalioman Ainazous can pass. Tlw 
lai'ge palmated leaves set oft" a profusion of pink and white 
blossoms, resembling tbe rithest tulips, irnd these ai'e sooi 
followed by pendants of useful, but not yet utilised, cottou-jtodA 
On tlie road side was the Chapel of N' S" da Lapa ; the g 
tree opposite it was a magnificent Gamelleira, a pyramid of coo 
green shade, almost eijualliug the sycamore of Ilalmalah, or thl 
piles of wild fig which adorn the eastern borders of wild TJgogo. 

About mid-afternoon we reached Camapoao* district aui 
streamlet, the latter crossed by a dangerous bridge. The littU 
chapel was irnder repairs, and a few fazendas, large and sma^ 
showed that the land could bear coffee and sugai\ We no 
entered the cretaceous formation, wliicli corresponds with that 
Sao Faido, and scattered upon the path lay dark Bints embeddt 
in white chert. 

At the end of the march we inquired for a. resting-place, ai 
were sliown a deserted Ranch-shed, greeu with decay, and ci'yi] 
fever and ague. One Jose Antonio de Azevedo jiresently tooj 
us in, and proved liimself a bitter draught — a veiy " niggari 
and misknowii kuai'e," the model of grumbling incivility m 
extortionate rapaciousness. This old wretch startled us. Tl 
traveller in tliese lands becomes so accustomed to the affabU 
hospitable Brazilian ways that he feels acutely those displaj 
of small chiu'lishness which he would not I'emai'k in a Frend 
or English boor. And how rare aie such bad manners hei-e n 
be judged by tbe fact tliat this A?;evedo was the sole base esci 
tion to the rule of kiuduess and obligingness. 

This day we suffered much from the Ciirrapato,+ and "realised* 
tbe popidar jest levelled at the Mineiro, namely, that he it- 
known by his patent boots and — "iiddle." The nuisance is ( 
the genus Ixiodes of Lati'eille, and entomologists atiU dispul 
whether it be of one or of two species. The people declan 
that tlie Carrapato gi'ande is different fiom the miudo, a snia] 
and hardly perceptible insect. Spix and Miu'tius take this vii 

* Or Coiunliiiuii, trunsluUil " Rein» lU'- that tlis inueot, no ajXDUnt of it* to. 

n)EtU»," (ippoeed to Ciunnpirfira, " pcitfla blance to the rijie bean of tho P»Imi Clui«|J 

tuhidoa." Canui aigailiGa the breoBt, oad wu called by tho ancieiitB Hparar W 

" ii]K«n)," coatncted to poam, round. lidoiu. It in the Tiai:iii;ha uf F4n4;uu 

t Not Campatoo, u written \>! Mr. tho tiqni: vt Frencli Uutuui, luid tt 

Width, nor Uimpato, us by the Bdipoiia ricmaa of old aiilhors, 
J1^I,•^ ;?oiiey. The t.TUiur rouurka (ii. Jl 
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hi named the former Ixiodes omericanmi, nud the latter 

Collai-. St. Hiiaire (HI. ii. 32) and Gardner (293) 

s tUiit there is only one kind, wliich greatly vai'ies at djf- 

l ages.* It is the "tick" of tlie Mississippi ^■alley, and 

& folly developed it is not unlike oui- sheep-tick. 

a Bcaride, seen under the glass, shows a head anued with 

mt of teeth, serrated inwards ; the two external hlades of 

:«bro when entering the flesh beud away, foimiug a triangle 

B base outwards and downwards, and rendering it difficult 

move the plague. The three pairs of short and one of long 

e ail provided with shaq) and strongly-hooked claws, tlic 

y is coriaceous and hard to smash ; the colour is a dull 

li, like the cimex. The yonug animal in eaily 

s a mei-e dot, with powers of annoyance in inverse ratio 

I size. It gi-ows fast, and when distended with blood it 

9 somewhat bigger than a marrowfat pea. 

k most pai-ts of Miuas and Sao Paulo the nuisance is general ; 

8 to be in the aii- ; every blade of grass has its colony ; 

B of hundreds adhere to the twiga j mj-riads are found in the 

, Lean and flat wheu growing on the leaves, the tick 

bea man or beast brusbiug by, fattens rapidly and at the end 

!k's good living drops oS,}>lcna cruorig. Horses and cattle 

r greatly from the Ixiodea, and even die of exhaustion. The 

tavellei- soon weai-s a belt of bites, like the " shingles " of 

I hancashire. The tick attacks the most inconvenient places, and 

ilie venomous, ir-ritating womid will bi-ing on a ricinian fever, 

lif the pulicioua fever of Russia, Thus iu East Afiica Dr. 

. ! .ijif found a " P'hnzi bug," wliicli he declai-ed to be moi-tal ; it 

i-i the papiizi, or tick, wliich sometimes Icilla by incessant 

"[■ry. In East Africa I used to scattei' gunpowder over the 

nt-floors, and to blow Up the beasts before taking posaeasion. 

rUe excitement of day travelling makes the nuisance compai'a- 

lively light ; but when lying down to sleep the sufferer is per- 

M'cuted by tlie creeping and crawling of tlie small villain, and 

iAt of the bed adds much to his tribiUation. 

B favoui'ite habitat ia the Capoeira, or [second growth, where 

9 graze. The low scrubs known as " Catiuga " and " Car- 

ai-e also good breeding grounds. Annual prniiie fi£«| 



* lu )Muth ii BiJ h 



«ith UiHitry at 
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destroy millions ; but the Capoes, or bouquets de bois, act 
presei-ves, and the branches are iiicruated with them. The tick 
does not exist at certain altitudes ; yet, when ascending Jaraguk 
Peak, near Sao Paido, I found my overalls coloured pepper am 
salt. Below certnin latitudes, also, the Ixiodes disappeai-s. I 
loves most of all cool, damp places, on the dr>' sunny uplands, 
where it acta like the mosquito of tlie hot and humid Beiramai; 
and is less common in drj- and sunny spots. On tlie uppe] 
waters of the Sao Francisco Eiver the ticks were a mortification 
when I descended the stream about half way tliey suddenl] 
censed, and reappeared only at Intervals. It is difiicult to l^ 
down precise ndes as regai'ds their presence. Water is fatal 
tliem, and animals are freed from them by swimming broM 
streams. Travellei-s are also advised to take off the infestes 
clothing, and to hang it up in the hottest smi. 

The atianger, with his body painted like an ounce, or like 
child's horse plastei-ed with red wafere, applies for a remed] 
and receives a dozen pi-escriptions. All have a common obj« 
to cause the beast's claws to retract, and not to leave the hei 
in the skin, otherwise the result may be a venomous sore, whit 
may last for months and even j'ears, at times inducing dangeroq 
cutaneous diseases. Some apply mercurial ointment ; other 
bisect the tick's body with scissors ; some insert into it a red-hi 
pin. The people apply sauff at the end of a cigar, and when mud 
bitten they wash with spirits and a strong infusion of tobacco, fol- 
lowed by a tepid bath to remove absorbable nicotine.* In many ] 
places, when attacked by a score at a time, I found these methods | 
too slow; the easiest plan was to pluck off the animals before 
they had taken firm hold, and to wash away the ii'ritation with 
country rum and water. 

The general cure for the plague will be clearing tlie countiy of J 
its ragged and tangled thicket and wood, here called Mato Sujo« 
or du-ty forest, and by substituting a cleaner growtli. There an| 
many tick-eating bii'ds ; for instance, the Caracara buzzard, thi 
perfoi-ms kindly offices to cattle. Un fortunately, they are nt* 
protected by law in the Brazil. 

The decrepit gieybeard, our host, after venting upon us hi 
independence, con3cnte<l to cook some beans, rice, and ouioui 

* I met in the Bnuul a Fiiuicii trnvpller wlio htw ixiinfullir intonicHtcd after nMA 
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which he adJetl to the contents oi' our provision basket. His 
hovel was filthy as his person, and his kitchen excelled the 
>iven»ge pigstj-e, yet he was miserly, not poor. Though seventy 
years old, he was h^-iug with two negi-esses; there was only one 
bed in the house, and no nniount of coaxing, not even a glass of 
Cognac, would persuade hira to vacate it. He was in years, 
and required his comforts. He had lately sufi'ered from the 
"amarellfto,"' a kuid of jaiindice here common. He would 
hardly pennit a hammock to be swung, for fear of injuring the 
walls of stick and mud. The conversation between him and his 
charmers lasted nearly all night. I was roused from my wrappers 
on the table by seeing a bowie-knife and a repeating pistol make 
their appearance. My y>ife bad been kept awake by a curious 
kind of wliispering, and by hard Hstening she had heard the dark 
and ominous words, " Pode (pronounced paude) facihnente 
matar a lodas " — Easy to kill the whole lot. She had foilliwith 
nrmed herself, and the dog " Negra " began to giowl in sym- 
pathy. Of course, nothing occurred; the slaughter alluded to 
was probably that of the host's chickens, whose murder he feai-ed 
at our bands. "Whatever may be the desngremens of Brazilian 
travelling in these bye-paths, tlie traveller is, as a rule, perfectly 
safe. 

Next morning we left the old Pongo, whom the ti-oopers called 
"son of Ganha dmlieiro," and "grandson of Paga me logo,"t 
gnunbling tliat we had stolen his posts and rails for firewood. 
The dawn light showed us an ugly mud hole, which would make 
llie hair of an easy-going man stand upnght ; the animals 
plunged through it panting, and " Chico," the negret, stuck 
till he was rescued. Presently we were stopped by a wide ditch, 
where a gate had been. This arbltraiy proceeding is common in 
the wilder parts, and at SAo Paulo it has lost me a whole day's 
ramrch. Fazendas and plantations were scattered about ; 
passed a neat white establishment belonging to Senhor Joao 
Lopes Texeira Chaves. He had been described to us 
" homem muito bribo," who, if "in the humour," would have 
refused the " pouso." I ought to have tried the experiment, 
and doubtless we should have rested comfortably ; unfortunately 

* Id piu'e PorlugiiMe " A-muellidla." log to hitu, Afri<»nB in Ihe Bmil un ii 
KmUt lii. IB) allndes to Ihla compluot, nnbject U> U. 
■ hifb ho iilentifio tritb jAundke. Accord- -f " QsiD-Coin," unA " Uioj 'Wt-tywitV." 




we had no Brazilinn in oui- party, or everythiDg would liave bed 
made easy. 

This jiflvt of the llighlauds is a cM, ved laud : the Araucam 
become numerous nud luxuiiant ; beans and hulls helped upon t 
well-swept floors fi-onting tlie cottages, show that '" niantiinento' 
is the principal induatiy. There tu'e signs of stnuk-breedin| 
nud pigs, gaunt and long-legged, uproot the soil. At 8 a.m. th 
view reminded mc of n suiuise seen from the Peali of Teneriffi 
Beloi? us lay a silvery water, flowing and curling before a gen< 
three-knot breeze ; from the distinctly marked shores jutted 
tougued capes, and stony headlands ; featheiy islets protmde 
their dark heads from Uie white flood, and fai', ftu' off 
faintly discern the luither blue coast of the Straits. The deoq^ 
tion was complete as the ,\i'abian Bidu'-hiln-Mn, or "sea witboq 
water," and tlie Miig-triklinA, or " deer-tbirst" of the Hindus., 
Descending, we foimd the water to be a cold fog, or rather a 
cloud, vdth distinct and juilpable vesicles condensed by the gronnd 
At this season the phenomenon appears almost every morning. 

We then breasted a hill-ridge, up which straggled red 
tiver a qitarter of a mile in breadth. A single house was on tl 
wmumit, but, gaining it, we were surprised to flnd Huasuhyd 
btreet of some 300 houses, and banded with broad lines of ronj 
pavement to prevent the red clay being washed down. The li 
was east-west, and it was backed by gai-dens and orchards. In 
the middle of the lower thoroughfare was the Mati-iz of S. B«i 
upon a raised platform of stone, two belfiies with a pair of bell^ 
and a restored front copiously whitewashed. The women 
in jackets of scai'let baize, the favourite winter wear, and the 
ehildi'en hid themselves behind the doorways as we passeil by. 




• A tonn l.icaUj npiilieJ to all kiuiU of 
"MoDition (!e Imiiclie." 

tTbeMira«c. The AntU nlM knov it s-i 
Bshr-Bl-Gliiral, tlie Devw' Sen, Bahr-el- 
Meifaiin, tho Sea of MailmcD (whn expect 
M drink of it), nod the Bnhr-cl-irrit, or 
Piend'e Sea. 

J St Hil. (in. 2, 2i32) makes f iin(ir 
meu) n ileer [n tlie Indiao dialect of tliu 
AUIAa de Pednu : thus ws slioiild InLiiii- 
Ute Snisuli}',.'''lee'''" "ater." Tho oelo- 
tiniled naturalist, Alexandn Bodriguen 
Perrinia, explains the Indian «-ant for xtng. 
Suha asaJi — mn; it not be Snia tnf(t, large 
' ■ signify "big head;" but hn 
.WcrabI; from C6u, In niini- 

|A pilH a^rl tlicji B-finlil W n niniinmil, 




and its joiing "^nm^ Meriu " (not IB 

in the Bonae ^ amalll. Caul ir 

Eiihj ; " PizfliTo ' ' SnEsuhj- " a 
«nhy," Spix and Mnrtinii " Sunnli] 
St. IliL (I. i. 100) derive it fraa "' 
petit poTTOqnet, and " je" water— 
dea petits pnrraqnet!*. Mr. WaU H 
' ' Sna-SncI, or SuHtny, " and heard al 
BDmc tale which reminded him of Ok 
Philenoram — he B-as, it Beeme, ■ | 
recipient of "huiohog," that re 
Bormeister prefers l^uaseui, the " 
tiak" Siiasauh}'. Vulgarly it !• n 
Saranhy and Snarai, 
"Veadn com filho," doc and f 
the rrorince of SIo Paulo tl 
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■ iiiior Antonio Jose Cardoso, oC tlie Hotel N)U.-iunal, gave us hot 

I'-r, clean towels, and a good breakfast, all much reijiiirecl. 

\t 11 A.M. ive remounted, and felt the suulieat after the cold 

!iL[i (hnvn. The ueai-est ascent, nhere stands the Cliapel of 

S* (ioa Passoa and tlie village school, gave the fii'st of many 

i ity hack T,4ews. The road was a rough cross-countrj' affair, 

r a succession of ground waves, divided by rivulets that feed 

ir main drain, tlie Paraopeba. After a short houi- we crossed 

bridge of this stream, which was red with gold-waslitng ; even 

■ r discharging into the Sfto Francisco, it is said to present 

5ome distance its mddy tinge. Near the fazenda of Senhor 

'III. Luis Gonzaga we found a dozen gipsies, all men, resting 

iiiitless on the groimd, whilst theii' beasts gi'azed on the road- 

•iile grass. These mysterious vagabonds are rare in Silo Paulo, 

l numerous in Minas, where they are liorse-clmuntei's and 

n-stealei-s, as everyivliere between Kent and Catalonia. They 

evidently a different breed from the races aromid them, and 

ir long, wavy hair is the first thing remarked. I shall resen-e 

1 another volume a detached notice of the Bra/Uian " Cigano" 

-that object of popular feai-, disgust, and superstition." 

Passing tlie Piquiry stream, we found the land gi-eatly im- 
liv"ved. It produces several kinds of manioc, and the red variety 
iMamliom i^oxa) here ripens in five montlis. Tliere were long 
I ijiKS gi-een with grama (Triticmn I'epens), and the tliickets 
' to rich in climbing Cj-peracea sedge, which, mixed with the 
iimg Capim Gordm-a, makes excellent forage. This plant is 
kuown in the Brazil aa " Andreqnii," " Andre's knife," a mixed 
word, Luso-Indian,+ which well expresses its powers of cutting. 
The road was hedged with a gorgeous gi-owth of golden broom, pro- 
fusely blossoming, and reminding the Eiu-opean not a little of his 
lioneysuckle. The people call it the " flower of St. John,"! because 
It is most beautiful in their mid-wiutei-, when floral beauties nrc 
1 1 iinparatively rare. Tt has justly clairae<l a phicc in poetry. 
Ontro engrofada flor que em nuuoii pernio 
(ChamSo do S, Joiio.lS 

" So lilllo La luiunii nWl the Mihjtvt allied am prohibiu-l, I'lii "iili slips cl 

ihM the uauuUy weU-infumiiM] Anglo-Bni' rliaj-p-iiilgal gnw^. 

iHita Timn i^om tha prenrni'o of gipdce ; Flor de S. Joila. 

in tiM Empire. ^ Another gnucful £oircr -with pendent 

t Accnrcliog to Cajitsm Sprka (Jciirtinl, tH'i)pi 

&c, ehsp. xiii), Mtean, the rlei-pot "t (Xnlunl " uf St. John "k. 

Qgiiida lued to havo bi" unhject^iiriminnlii Cnmann'i, vii, »■!, 
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says Fr. Jos6 de S. Rita Durfto. Bemarkable, too, were the snow 
petals and the long gi'eeii pods of tlie legiiminous shrub wi( 
cloven-hoofed leaves {Baiihmia forficata, the moi'oro of the L 
dians); here it is called " irnha de boi," or, as some prefei 
" de vaea."* Another prettj' gi-owtli is the Poaya. a kind 
Ipecacuanha.t " tlie little plant neai- tlie path," which it beaa 
tifies with its small red and yellow ti-iinipets. Here I notice 
that our Brazil-born Africans had preserved their home custoi 
of barring the wi-oug patli with a twig laid transverse. 

The little village of Redondo hns a chapel dedicated to N* i 
de Ajuda, and, better still, n charming prospect. Beyond th 
foregi-onnd of forest and gi-een grass spiiuging rankly from th 
ochreous pm-ple soil, a colour here knovni as sangre de boi, I falls 
basin of regulai- slope and sole, rising on the far side to the feet < 
a bluff stone wall towering in the air. This range, now to our eai 
and nortli, is called in some maps " Serra de Dens te livre,"'— 
of God help you! — doubtless from the perils of tlie path. It 
more generally known as the " Serra de Ouro Branco," from 
town on the direct highway — we see its white Hue threading thi 
ravines — between Barbacena and Morro Velho. The grand pile 
will long remain in sight, but a bulge in tlie ground concealed 
from us the settlement. 

Santo Antonio was first, and is still entitled White Gold, 
opposition to Om'o Preto, or Black Gold, The latterg is darkened 
by a little oxide of iron. The fonner is natui-ally alloyed with 
platinum II — a rare formation. The new metal discovered onlj 
two centuries and a quarter ago, and now used even for watch' 
works, is supplied in Minas by the giavels of streams flowiji{ 



* "Bdlock's Hoof." "Cow's Hoof." Tlie 
System prefers Unhn ite Boi, nnil ranhi) 
it unoTigBt tho ostringeat mucilagiaoun 

t Poafft is in tlio Bruil n gDneric term 
for this apwieii of Eubuccse, The true 
cm«tic root is ilistingniBhed tut Foaj-H 
Vcrdadeira, or de botic« — o( the »]wtlie- 
etlj's shop. The System derives "ipe- 
cBcnwdia " from i|rf-cuft-go4no, " the little 
plant nstr the roads ; " it is rather "the 
little pluit which excites emetiuu " (go£iie), 
nnd donbtlcs* tha wild niodicincrB well 
know its use. Being mach used in certain 
[flininine complaints, it maf menu ' * liic 
little plant of the womsn " (Cnnfaa). The 
'•onl Jim been coirupl^d to Epicaqnanlja 
Mn/I Picnhoaba. There arc mauj- k\nd». 



the Ipecacnaaha-prela (I, 
nida) ; thai, branca {Tioln I; 
Fombalia Ipecacuanha Vandelli). 

t "BnUock's Blood." 

§ Mr.Wtdsh<Li.]26)ssyBthatbladE. 
" contains an alio; of tUnT, whieli uqt 
H brown toniish by oxidation when azp 
to theaii." This is aofthing but mcti 

II D. Antonio de Ulhoa, a 8i>aiiii)i sk 
truTclliiig in Peru (1748), speaka of i 
the third perfect or noble mettd. Hu b 
originally giTen was " PUtina," 1 
silver, the diminutive of " Plata, " nrhfoki 
in Fortugnese, would be " Pnt* " ud 
" Pratinlui." Europo has, I piwoma, pe- 
(erred tho barbarous "platinum" ' 
milate it with fciriim ami cuiirun 
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through table-lands and low bills. A piece weigliing half an 
uance was found in the Lnn-fts, or diggings of the Barao de 
Iiabira, near Marianna. Harder than iron, and much resembling 
gold, it gave gieat trouble to the old founders who waited upon 
it their aolintiVo (corrosive sublimate), and wondered to see tlie 
pale brassy bars which "touched," liowever, twenty-two carats. 
Dr. Couto says that about 1780 an ludtuown individual took a 
portion (parcella) of it to the Government melting-house at 
Sabar&. Aa it was uncommonly refractorj', as it split in two, 
and cracked round the impression, the officer declared it worth- 
less. The disappointed miner disappeared, remarking that he 
never thought that it could be valuable, as he could find hoi-se-Ioads 
of it. Altliough it was conjectured that he came from near the 
iitUe village of Santa Anna dos Fenos, the valuable deposit has 
never been brought to light. The mineralogist examined tlie 
ingot which he found at tlie Intendency of Sabaiii ; it weighed 
thirty to forty oitavas, or eighths of Portuguese oimcea, and was 
platinum, with a fifth part of gold. Some local paper credited 
me with having rediscovered the mine— I wish that I had. 

About 3 P.M., as the ride was becoming dehghtful, we came to 
n hill crest, and Congonhas showed itself suddenly, as Trieste is, 
or rather was, sighted from the old eannage-road. The situation 
is on the southern side of a charming valley, an oval whose long 
diameter, from north-east to south-west, is formed by the Rio 
Maranhao,* or " Skeiny Stream." The silvery water flows over 
land set in emerald verdm-e, a lich margin of meadow land, rare 
in Sliuas, where the bottoms ai-e narrow. .Jags and gashes of 
white, red, and yellow clay on the upper bed are the only vestiges 
of tlie once rich gold mines. To the nortli is a vast rugged ridge, 
straight and wull-like ; it is called Serra (de N* S") da Boa 
Morte, from a village and a chapel of that invocation. Its cul- 
minating point is the Peak of Itabira, which we shall presently 
see, and here it forms a semicii-cle extending to the Congonhas 
Uonntflins, a massive pile to the west. Eastward is the great 
chain of Om-o Branco, which altera strangely at the different 

I Mi^eBofview. 

I At first glance Congonlias appeared to be all one church and 

■ IlannUa (anciently written Miiran- "mnlteil Imali." The little sUnua tu*& Vu 
' htiTrf ii > dieiii, > tangU ^ "uroredo (be S. H. near Qucloi, uiil vW^ T<nui^ Vn 
ir iantttDce, would mcnn the Pmoopiba Uiver, 
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convent. Presently a second temple appenretl on the fiirtliei 
side of the riverine valley ; it tvas double towered, and the 
colours were white, bound in black, like the N* S" do Monte, 
Madeira, which Btrangers and senfaiing men will call the " con- 
vent." Lime-washed houses dazzling in tlie slanting glance of 
the sun were scattered in a luie on the transvei-se axis between 
the two fanes, ^^'e descended a rocky and paved romp of most 
unpleasant pitch, and soon found ourselves under the roof of the 
Alferes (Ensign) Gourgel de Santa Anna. He made us gratelnl 
to him for ever by giviiiy us wann baths and " planter's coffee,* 
and he kept us waiting for dinner only tlu-ee hours. 



• "Cnti de fttMU^Ieitti; 


coffee iiliioli 


not lu speak of a 


lier knii. Tl 


wealtliy iil.iiilcr ilrinta, 


ot tUe "agnn 


leaves a yelk.* *!i 




Cnstniihfi," n.c-ii.it v.-it" 


of P..rl.is:.l, 


wl.il.' ™p, (llR IM 


.1- .U- II n'. 




CHAPTEK XVII. 



AT COXGOh-HAS DO CASIPO* 



Distmite uove legowt Aesta. terra. 

Ha mna ^uudo Eiuiida, quo se ohnmii 

Senhor de Matosinhos, 

Partat I'll 
! Xengaes, stands a great oratory, which is 



called The LoiJ of 



Vttosiiiliaa. 

\* S* DA CosgEicAO, liere a fiivourite iiivocation of the Bonn 
Dea and tlie Magna Mater, is n Mineiroii Loretto ; one cannot 
but wonder to see sufli Inboui- in a hamlet of GOO souls, 
noBSsisted, moi-eover, hy angelic hosts. The golil-washings 
explain the cause ; a deserted tenement still shows the well- 
carved scutcheon of some old Fidalgo ; moreover, at the begin- 
uing of the last century the Indians, now extinct, were still in the 
land, and worked willingly, or were made to work, nt ecclesiastical 
u'chitectut'e. The Brazilian traveller often finds in wild places 
jlid and stately buildings whicli could not he attempted in the 
iiosent day. The church of Congonlias has no giounds or 
1 -.tates settled upon it : moreover it has lately lost a dozen of its 
li'w slaves, and the general opinion of enlightened Braiiiliana is 
ilecidedly against the successors of the Apostles binding persons 
til service. But from the 11th till the 14th of last September is 
its Komarin, a uiixture of " patron " and pilgiimage. Home 7000 



* Coiigi.nlios w calltd "doCainjio," to 
ilutinguiiilL it from ColigonhBH de Salnri. 
Tlie uuDe in commiin in tbe Bnuil, having 
been applicl by troopers and traTellen to 
ihe m&nj spots where the; founil the 
~i!iBnl Torieties of HieineetJ, of which the 
mot Tsltuble is the Mate, or Hem do Pa- 
ragua; {Tier, ParaguajensiB, degiiite St. Hil. 
who. III. U. 249, obstiDatel? defends the 
iiic4>rTect old fnrm PaTBgaariraiiiB). I trill 
lint deecriiis tlie shrul], this ha« been done 
l.y every writer from Suuthoy downwiirdii. 

The Bnuiliatt Icrai '' Congonhi " ia 
g bU the ahrnln thit make 



"Puraguuj tea." It ia also BpociEciJlj 
applied U> the ilex Congunba, comlnDil in 
Minas and [n Parana. The Congonlu 
dimarrSo is only the infuaion, dnintc with- 
out sugar, Carafina is Congonha n( an 
inferior hind. In Mr. Luccocic (p. fi23}, we 
read "Congonlm is, in writing, co 
Bulwtitated for Caancunba. The ' 
derired from a plant, on infusion of which 
is held to be an excejlvnt lomedj in fentals 
complainlH, " Thus ho confuijes with Ipe- 
cicuaaha the Conganho, which in the Tupy 
tongue wax known ils C.in-niirim, (Ac Utile 
leaf. 
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aoulfi then lodge in the houBes which Ue empty for the rest of the 
year, and the free gifts of many coppers and a few notes amoaiit< 
to some £2000 per annum, liere worth £20,000. The brother- 
hood of Bom Jesus de MatosinhoB distribute the alms amongst 
the people of the holy hamlet. There was no better way — be it 
said with due respect for popular belief — of founding a town in 
the old Branil than by instituting a Growing Stone, a Healing 
Cross, or a Miracle- Working Image:* these tilings were found 
easily, as we now create a Spa by burying rusty nails with quassia 
and charging sixpence for admission. 

The director of the college being absent, we called upon his 
vice, the Rev. Padre Antonio Jose da Costa, a son of Siio Joao ; 
he bad resided here only a month. He kindly reproved us for 
going to an inn, when there was so much vacant lodging for True 
Believers, and, calling for his key-buncli, he set out to show the 
lions. 

We will begin with the beginning. The steep and badly-paved ' 
cal^ada which we descended yesterday has a branch to tJie right : 
this places the stranger at the base of a tall brow, upon wliich 
the Loretto is charmingly situated. In front is the church ; to 
the right or westward is a long range of double-storied buildings, 
white above and yellow -ochre below : the third or eastern side of 
the hill-squaie is formed by poorer buildings, "porta e janella," 
also pilgrims' quarters. 

Ascending the hill — typical, I presume, of "the hard and narrow 
way — and bisecting the square," is a dwarf avenue of buildings 
called the Sete Passos, the Seven Chapels of the stations. The 
two lowest are old, the next pair is modem, and three are yet to 
be built when the contributions of the pious shall suffice : this 
last contains two of the normal fourteen, " stacions of Rome;" 
and, when finished, the place will be used as a burial gi-ound for 
those who can or will afford it. In former days the fine pavement 
of cut stone round the temple cost a total of £iO : now a single i 
station represents £600. The expense is solely in the labour^ 
the whole country is building material. 

These oratories aie low squares of solid masonry wliitewashed, 



' Socb imikftes are calleil a[ip]trtH.'i<lD, ot a> regttnls tbe educated ; with tht volgiel 

, froni dieir "Bjipeuing" rrn it in diatiactly the revene of ttoL AjuIb 

reams, in cavenu, «t le liy the opention po|inlnrlf called coimtiiif I 

uhion BOW lo d«ny that nonl, how many ot Ihene are foi ' ' * 

itiilges ; tliU U ft tcuiaiu piajMrtioD lo thoic 1 
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iih terminals at the foiu' angles, and " lialf-orange " domea and 

iiiiUs. Windowless and entered by a single door, they suggest 
ilif limnLler sort of " Kubbah," which protects and Iiouoiu's the 
remains of Shaykli and Wali in Ai-abia and Siudh. The lowest, 
number 7, lacks inscription, and represents tli'e Last Supper. 
Wooden figures, mostly mere masques or " dickies," without 
liowels or dorsal spine, dressed like the traditional Turk of the 
(.'hristiau Mediterranean type, are seated round a table richly 
-]irea(l with tea (or mate) pots, cups, liqueurs, and meats. Our 
r.'ird is saj'ing, " One of you shall betray me." All look witli 

[iiaint expressions of horror and surprise, except Judas, who sits 
next the door, hideous of aspect, and caring as little to disguise 
bis villany as lago upon an English stage. My wife complied 
with the custom ot the place, took the knife from Judas his 
platter, and dug it into hia eye, or rather into a deep cut which 
cleaves his left mahu' bone, and then smote with it his shoulder. 
This poor Judas ! who, upon the D'Israelitic principle duly 
earned out, merits the affectionate gratitude of n Redeemed Kaoe. 
The next station, the .\gony in the Garden, presents a peculiar 

mscription, which is supposed mysteriously to be Greek. I have 

copied it for the benefit of Grecians : — 

ETioa(*"^) CTvs inac"') 
Gonia FioLixivs 

OiaBOT 

I'he first of the new stations shows the mercurial and somewhat 
Hibernian St. Peter striking off tlie ear wliile the Saviom- is 
about to heal the wound. The inscription Tauquam ad latronem, 
Ac, does not merit notice ; the Pagan soldiers do. Surely such 
Itoman-noeed warriors never could Iiave existed unless tliey used 
their proboscis as the elephant uses its trunk. But grotesque as 
they are, and utterly vile as works of art, these wooden caricatures 
serve, I have no doubt, to fix their subjects firmly in the public 
mind, and to keep alive a certain kind of devotion. The 
sing, or rather the humanising, influences of tlie jiarish 
e and the " patron " have ah-eady been alluded to. 
"be church is reached by foiu- semicircidar steps, guai-ded by 
^ iron railing : here an inscription commemorates the origin of 
e pilgrimage. 
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MDCCLV. 

BUN. JES0 MATDsmOa. 
Pj It, BENED XIV 

rniMrw mc cultus oblatx"^ 
A . m)ccL\iii. 

R. K. Fi JUSEPHO. 

TEMPLUM CONSTBrCTTJI 

MDCCLXI. 

TASOi RE^Dir 

cn FAXIT 

yETER- 

NTTAS. 

The begiiiniiig vas a rougli way-side cioss of (.lark wuoU beariii<! 

I'ude figure of our XMvd, and dedii^ateil tn N" S'. di> 
^[atosiiilius, About 1700 it began to work miracles ; tlie ground 
was coiibefrated, and n small chapel was biiill, the germ of the 
l»reaeut cliiirrh am! seminaiy. 

Before the t-ntrunce n double Hight of broad Hteiw direi-ges and 
meets upon the ndro, the usual spacious paved men, fixmted by a 
liaiidijouie stoue balustrade, and couuunudiug >i lovely view. At 
the angles of the sets of steps, and at intervals in the front of tlie 
plntforiii, are twelve gigantic ■ figui'es of the foui- major j)rophet#i ; 
sundiy of the dozen invidiously distinguitJied ns the uiiuor being 
nowhere. Each figui'e is habited in conventional Oriental costume, 
bearing a roll engraved with some remarkable passage fi-om Ills 
book, ill Latin and large old letters. The material is Bteatili>, 
found in the neighbourhood, and the workman was the ubiquitous 
C'npple, who again appeal's upon the fa9ade. The gi'oup has a 
good effect at a distance, and in the Brazil the idea is oii^nal : it 
i'onipavea, however, poorly with the Bom Jesua de Bi-aga, near 
Oporto, and the humblest of Italian holy places. 

The fn^iade is of course whitewashed, all except the cut brown 
stone at tlie corners : there are two windows assisted by a very 
simple rose-liglit : small apertm-es also are made in botli the 
llanking towers. These belfries are domed and finished with 
extensive terminals, an anuillary sphere supporting an angel 

* The hdght ia a little »l<otv 8 fecC Alt ngrce that the aUtues arc twelre, ytt 

Oa tlio right arc Jeremiah, Eiekisl, Hcwea, id n m«moruir1iiin given to me I Gad (hf'iu 

-IinI, Kolium, and Hnblmkuk, froiileJ liy thus dencribcd : to thv right Eiebiel, Hal- 

[■aikb, Duiiel, Amw, Obodiah, Joiub, and Lakuk, Hoho, Joel, ami Nihum ; on th« 

ilfinich llieSciihc. Thui the four "^rcAt left Ehmich, Dnuiel, JodhIi. Amni, an,l 

jii^pbtbi " «re nnl in onifli- of precwlencc. OlMdinh. 
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bears ft tross. The entrance is floiidly carved iu the 
reenish saponaceous stone, ro common in tliese parts ; the 
Aerubs and the instruments of the Passion are better executed 
than usual. T]ie most artistic features are the doors of massivn 
hard wood, cut in highly relieved rays, and painted ecclefdae- 
tical green. I saw this style for the first time at old Olinda, 
and greatly admired it: some of the bosses were raised five 
inches. 

Little ueed be said about the interior : the walls are panelled 

iad frescoed with tawdiy paintings, and hung with penny priuts, 

Irhilst the images are below criticism. There ai'c four side 

lapeb, the fiist ou the left shows St. Francis de Assis, the 

llTOQi-ite 8t. Frniicis of the Brazil, and the second on tlie left 

Ms a S. Francisco de Paula, supposed to be a life-like copy of tlie 

1 statue. The organ-loft, over the principal enti'ance, has 

k small instnuneut, and the choh', on its left, projects into the body 

S the chm'ch. There are two pulpits of bare stone stimding upon 

Botliic animals ; the lateral dieiiibs arc well cut, but the canopies 

' inferior. There are two box and two open confessionals ; 

I former generally contain a curiously pierced stool. The 

, sometimes made portable, are boai'ds with a sieve-like 

rating, supposed to separate the seated saint from the kneeling 

runer. Perhaps this religious exercise of olden date might in 

feese ages be moiliiled to a good jmrpose, by insisting that 

nest luid penitent should be sti'angers to each other, and 

both woidd doubtless strongly object to and abhor tiiis 

would add to it another ajid a fresh chnnn of mor- 

[fication. 

The sanctuary has a timnel roof frescoed with two curious 

productions — " the Trinity in Heaven, and the Bui'ial of 

our Lord." Here also arc the fourteen stations of the Pftssion. 

The high nltnr shows a large figiire of N" S"" do Calvario ; it is 

supported by Santa Anna tenthiig the ^ iigiii, 8, Domingos, Sto. 

Liuia, Sta. Veronica mtli the veil, aud the Roman soldier with tlic 

III the base is an altar-tomb, und when a board is re- 

loved it exposes the Cadaver, the gi'and object of the pilgrimage, 

I full-k'ugth effigy of N" S' Pe Matosinhos — a dead Christ, 

1 angels kneeling and prajing. The faitliful prostrate to it, and 

lias tlie hand with immense devotion, as is proved by the sinluug 

£ the floor close in front. On one side is a small " presepio " 
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crib of Bethlehem. Fuur fine chaudeliers of luas^ve silver 
illuniinate the liigh altw aiid the body of tlie chiircb, 

Tlie sacristy has tlie usiml siutill lavatory and maoutergia, with 
pictures, like the rest of tlie building, a»d two bishops of 
Mariaimii upon the ceiling. On the east is the Mirtiole-room, — a 
loDgi low ball containing extotog in liiuidreds, memorial tablets 
recording cui"es and escapes, and waxen models of unsound 
limbs made whole. Here is preserved the old original wooden 
cross upon which is cut — 



MATVZISHOS. 

Outside and east of llie church nre two sti^nea embedded in 
the area close to the walls ; they appeared to me quartmse 
granite. One is the GrowJJig Stone, which, despite the annual 
atti'action of many kisses, steadily increases ; the other is not 
crescive in its faculty. Om" priestly guide sensibly remarked, 
he would not answer for the fact, but that it might he. as all 
things are possible to the Creator. Tliis explanation, since tlie 
days of " numquid Deo quidquam est difficile ? " is still popular 
&om London to Pekin ; unfortunately it is wholly beside the 
question ; no one denies tliat the Almighty has power to do what 
we often doubt that He does. At Igu^pe, on the sea-boaj-d of 
Sao Paulo, there is a brother-stone with like gifts. In both cases 
the parts around tlie mineral ai'e trodden upon, scraped, and 
carried away as relics and remedies. Hence, possibly, the 
growtli. The harmless superstition reminds us, amongst other 
instances,* of tlie rent — one foot wide — in a granite rock near 
St. Levans, when big enough to allow an ass and panniers — 
homely fancy ! — to pass tlu-ough, we may expect tlie end of the 
world, viz., the conclusion of the present quiescent sera of 
earth, and a recommencement of its convulsions, if conroIsiomBts 
say truth. 

We then visited the college, which began about thirty-seven 
years ago. Its founder was the late Reverend Padre Leandro de 
Castro, a Portuguese Lazai-ist, who also instituted the D, Pedro 
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Segundo establishment at Rio de Janeiro. Uver the doorway ik 
the date 1844, shoning the latest addition. The building in 
large, with ten front and some forty side windows ; but we saw 
nothing of the curiosity described by Mr, Luccock : " Behind the 
chnrch is another sacred singularity, — a garden in imitation of 
Paradise, where Adam and Eve, beneath the cross, are sitting 
beside a fountain, in all the nudity of innocence," 

The present director is the Ilev. Padre Joao Rodriguez dn 
Cunha, a native of Sabari, and his salaiy, I was told, is 180/. per 
annum. The Provincial Govemmtmt is supposed to contribute a 
yearly 400/.; but our guide complained that the assembly had not 
paid it for two years. There are seven professora and three 
priests for spiritual matters ; the pupils average between sixty 
and seventy, and all wear the Soutane. There can be no better 
situation for a college. During the last three years, neither 
doctor nor apothecaiy has been known at Congonhas, and as often 
happens to passengers and crews of ships without surgeons, the 
want has not been felt. Of coui-se we were told all about the normal 
old woman who had outlived the ceuturj-. 

It is said that the Capuchins proposed to take charge of 
this academy, but added an impossible condition — exemption 
from civil law, and subjection to theii' diocesan only. This was 
judged — procaciteratqueinjuriose? — "a tendency to obsolete theo- 
cracy," a "revival of the days of Gregory VII. and Innocent IV." 
Sensible Brazilians have an aversion to the ecclesiHstical Ahnu 
XIater, with her cumculimi of Trivium and Quadiivium; where 
youth is taught by esercizi spirituali contempt for worldly matters ; 
where politics are subject to religion ; where state becomes hand- 
maid to Church which inctdcates unquestioning belief, blijid obedi- 
ence, austerity, asceticism, and self-abnegation, — virtues wholly 
unfitted for the citizens of a free commonwealth : they exclaim 
against philosophy being made the ancilla of theologj', and to 
traditional fancies usurping the place of the teachings of natui'e ; 
they do not wish to see human reason represented as a deceiver, 
and liberty of the press condemned with the " deluge of infernal 
ink," and seventy-eight other " modem errors." Moreover, there 
are not a few ugly reports of a peculiar hygiene being introduced 
into these seminaries, such as nitre being mixed with the 
dietary.* 

* AppciuluUUMFiaiJeuti«lB^torioi>EUiiiMloclS6S,ihwS. Avcc^uUcii^Mur. 
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On the olhev hand there is no doubt of the superior teatliinf; 
[ and discipline imported bj- the i-egnlw elergy of Europe into tJic 
[ Di'ozilian cstablishuients. ^Viid here, not being entitled to offer 
I fttt opinion upon such points in nuy country bnt my outi, I leave 
' tiuH great dispute, which is not likely to be settled for a bandfiil 
of yeai's. 

"We then descended tbt rest of the steep enli^ndtt, pHssing i>n 
the right the ruined chapel of Sao Jose. At the bottom is the 
little river IMarnnhSo, wlucb fonnerly divided the Comarcas of 
Villa Rica and Rio das Mortes, it is crossed by the nsnal wooden 
bridge. On the northern bank is the hamlet of Matosinhos front- 
ing Congonhas, " in the same manner that Gateshead does witli 
respect to Newcastle-upon-Tyne." It has a Matriz dedicated to 
N» S" da Conceiijiio, with a tolerable facade, and near tiw 
entrance an eniblematic coat-of-nrnis cut in soapstone. The 
interior -was still under repnii's. About thirty years ago it was 
struck by lightning, and one man required the " triste bideutal." 
I visited the old gold-diggings, and found tliem of little import- 
ance. Caldcleugh has left an account of the industry* which wus 
still thiiiTng, in 1825. The precious metal, twenty-two carats 
fine, was found in the pores and ea\-ities of friable or rotten quartz 
injected into green-stone. Mr. Lnccock detected dust-gold " among 
scliist- clays, and the other compoueut paits of the ground," 
and the latter contained the ore "with equal certainty and in 
nearly equal quantity, whether of the prevailing red hue or any 
of the shades of brown or yellow." The matrix was crushed by 
stamping-mills, and the freed gold was made to run in the 
usual way down sU-cnkeN or inclined plains, where hides placed 
in a contrary direction to the lay of tlie haii- caught the heav^' 
particles, I 

We returned our best thanks to the amiable vice-director ; hit, 
attention and affability deserved all om- gi-atitude. Before shaking 
bands he gave us, by way of memento, a parcel of toothpicks 
made of a highly-prized lliaua, locally called " Cipo de salsa.'' 
How comes it that the " palito," cleanly and comfortable, is atill 
obnoxious to popular prejudice in England;* 

• TtviHf, ii. 227- llr.'Wddi (iL 17;i) i.ri«en u book upon Tiirkr.v. 

Mris«d tbrauBh CoDgnahw, ilescribes tliu f ThiBold K;it«m ia atiU in luont Uciiti> 

' nragaaf t«a, bul aj-s nothins oC tho Vdbo, I reicrvc a longer nnticv of i( ' 

I lonipls "f il>s G*>M mfncB. Yet hu Imd n futun ohnptrr. 
Unn^W wooiJj^ the Turiw, utrl htd 
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Siw iwia OS quatto, A A por aiugularus 
Arroredos, Aisncar, Agoas, Ares. 

Mamiel niittlko As OUreha. 

It iVHs ciu'lj- uooii wlieii we left CoiigonliHs, Ouce more we de- 

^ tended the Itill iind crossed the Maianhao ; ve then struck up thi' 

e valley of tie " Ribeirao de Santo .\iitomo," a surface di'aii' 

Hftbe " Sevra da B6a Moite." The soil was mostly chalk-wliite, 

I IcaoUn, and tlie hnuks of the hollow ways, once level witli 

) ground, and now aimk many feet below it, worn down by 

rential rains, and by the ti-amp of man and beast — still showed 

GT deep red clay. The cross-eonntiy track ahomided in ai-tistic 

I news of *' salvage soyle." Congonbas, like a. pearl set in 

emeralds, lingered long in sight, and the Oiuo Brnnco Itange yet 

I'li'amed high, towering in the limpid air. 

At this season the weather is regular as a chronometer. The 
j:;^ht3 are raw and foggj' in the low-lands ; in the upper levels 
■ Id and clear, with liigh raiued skies, planets that make the 
iiion look very dowdy, and sparkling stars that liftve not for- 
^'otteu to twinkle because we ai-e so near the equator.* 

^1 Aurora cornea in ulouilp, and yet the doud 

Bk Dims not but decks her beauty : 

Betwet-n 9 and 10 a.m. we have tlie full benefit of the day-orb. 
vliose effulgence ignores a thread of ciiTUS, a vesicle of vapour. 
After tlu-ee or four hours of the solar distillation, wool-pack and 
boulder clouds gather in the east; they float high in tlie blue 
immensity, then they coagidate as it were, forming mackerels' 
:s, and finally they weave purple hangingK, innocent, however. 

nilj. tl,m. 
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of thundei- or ruin. At timea we prejiai-e for wiud luid wet, bat 
all agree that tbe s^^s are the signs of increased cohl. It will 
not always be so. At 8 p.m. wc have no more reason to complftin 
of the heat, and the sunsets are cool and clear, delight^y 
tmnquil, the evenings of tlie lotos-eatei-s, 

After a t-ouple of hours, we entered a land of ii'on, all black 
red Epangled witli mica. The darkest soil was a degradation ol 
the mysterious " Jacutiiiga," and the yellow-brown ruddy coIooe 
came from haematite, clay ii-on stone, often worked up in nodular or 
botryoidal pieces ; there was also compact martite or magnetic 
iron, wliich often jielda perfect specimens of the double pjramidi 
and in places a crust of the quartzose amygdaloid, called " canga." 
The chalybeate water ran splendid as gems over its bed of mine- 
ral. Only two houses were in sight, the Fazenda do Fires, with 
its avenue of Ai-aucarias, and deep embosomed in the hills, an iron 
founfli-y belonging to the Commendador Lucas Antonio Monteiro 
de Castro. 

We then began to ascend the Sena de Santo Antonio, an east- 
west buttress of the Ouro Branco Range. The little block lies 
parallel \vith and about thiily miles north of the EspigSo Geral 
or Serra das Vertentes." It is a mass of huge clay moimds ribbe^ 
at the sides witli outcrops of finely laminated clay-shale tati 
building slate ; the deep hollows separating the bulgings on 
densely timbered and luxuriantly green, the effect of the water- 
courses and the nightly mists. The uplands sparkle with bud 
and blossom, mostly pink and yellow, and the grass caqwt looix 
smooth enough to be stroked by the hand. At this season it is a 
sheeny surface of greenish yellow, with dashes of broken colour, 
and the edges seen against the air look worn like fra3'ed velvet. 
The path wound along the sides of these mound-hills, and a &lfla 
step would have eutaUed a roll of 250 feet. Not a sign of habita- 
tion was in sight, except some roofless mius in a hollow to tlt« 
right, which suggested the haunted house. In fact the scene 
unusually wild and romantic. 

From the summit of the basin rim we saw far below us a forked 
stream thi-eading the lulls between avenues of thick tangled 



* tn BarnKuaWB rrmp, tlio Semt cle from the north-eiut. Tbiu it appeus M M 

likuilo AJiUmio is the apex of tbe angle Rteat wraterlj ba; in tbi 8«(t* " 

formsd lij ths Stm de Oaro Branco frDin do Hspinha^. lu Uebcr's mil 

IJifi tontb-eul. And the Sena da Cachoeiia tbe feature our the name ii (odbi 







growtii. 'I'he main bi-auc-li flowing west to east was faintly blue ; it 
leceives a strenmlet whose waters, sliglitly gi-een, enter from the 
■east. They drain the northern wrU of tlie Santo Antonio 
, which liere separatos the Valleys of the River Paraopeba 
the northern Rio das Vellias.* Botli rivulets are described 
w '■ c<5rregos descoiifiados " — not to be trusted — and the angle of 
descent shows that their floods are dangerous. Anastomosing a 
I little about the ruins of a bridge, which was canied away by a 
freshet in Januai-y 1867, they take the name of Rio da Pratn, 

Here then nnder onr eyes is the task which is to occupy me 
some tbiee months of river navigation. The people dcclai-e these 
baby waters to be the head watera of the Rio das Velhas. As 
will he seen, a laiger volume comes from a section of or bulge In 
the Serra Gi-ande (do EspinLa^o), called " Seira de S. Bartho- 

■ loineu," aiid Ijing about thirty miles to the north-east. The 
Silver River, however, can boast of snperior length ; it is in tlie 
-i 'Tith-easteiimiost division of the great basin whose main drain is 
ihe Rio de Sao Francisco. 

Of undefinnble interest is the first siglit of a newly horn stream 
in these new lands, suggestive as the sight of an infant, with the 
differeiK-e that the somce must grow to riverhood, whereas the 
child may Bever become a man. A pniioraina passes before the 
<\es. The httle stream so modestly purling down its channel 
hall presently become a mountain torrent with huns and kieves 
iikI cataracts and inundations that sweei> all before them. Then 
11 ill it widen to a majestic river, watering acres untold, its banks 
I iollied with croft and glade, with field and forest, and supporting 
the lowly hamlet and the mighty city. Last in tlie far distance 
sjjreads the mouth and looms the port, busy with shipping, the 
link in the chain of communication which makes all nations 
brothers, and which must civihze if it has not civilized mankind. 

B Standing at the small fount w*e see these ^-istas with a thiill of 

^■■leasaut excitement, not mmiixed with a faint sensation of anxiety. 

BQRtow many risks and hai'dships ai'e to he widergone, how many 
ffifficulties are to be conquered before the task can be accom- 
plished, before we can see the scenes of what is about to be. 



mniit not be coafaunileii M-iLh th« 
n Rto doH Tfllhas, HnoEher cooJ^idcr- 
aUe rtresiD Tinted by Cwtelniiu. Tbe 
UttBT river rircn neu DsienibiK)ue, 
H Ihe sottli-vieitt, and diwliar)pw 
^H TflL. I. 



tTili> tlie Soulliern Parojialijbft, tbe gnat 
nnrthern fork of the Panmi-P«r«gii«)r- 
FlntA. Pur tlie future, whcuerar the Bia 
dw Velhai U ipoken at, Northern vill ba 
d but luulimtKud, 
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THE mUULAKVS OF IBE BRAZIL. 



The Kill cins \'elhns, River of tlie Old Women, derives its name, 
says local history, from the thi'ee old squaws found squatting upon 
its banks by tbe Paulista explorer " Old Devil," Eartliolomeu 
Bueno, wbeii in 1701 he fii'st struck the stream at Sabar^. The 
etymology is somewhat loose and lame. The red men, we are 
told by Sr. Rodiiguez Valeiio, a competent authority, called it 
"Guyaxira," and a coimption of this word becomes Guaicuhy," 
still found on obsolete maps. This would mean the " old squaw's 
stream" (in the singular), and probably the early explorers mis- 
translated it into a plural, whilst their descendants invented the 
now classical thi'ee old women. 

We forded the two forks that form the " Silver River," and, 
when in them, the waters appear crystal clear. The beds 
and the strips of liveiine valley were stiewed with alluvium 
galettes, water-rolled stones and pebbles. The harder talcose 
clays were tut into peculiar shapes : some resembled the balls and 
eggs used by the Indian slingsmen ; others were not to be distin- 
guished, except by the practised eye, from om' rude drift- hatchets. 
They probably suggested the weapon to the aborigines, and were 
formed by natm'e as artistically as the celts used by the seaboard 
tribes to open their oysters and shell-fish. On a future occasion 
I shall have something to say about the " Stone Age " in the 
Brazil, which like every other great division of the globe hitherta 
explored, distinctly shows the epoch ; t it shows every variety, from 
the rudest palieolithic wedge (coin) of sandstone to the neatljT 
chipped arrow-head of rock-crystal, and the neolithic or polished' 
stone axe, livalling any Celtic hatchet. Moreover, in the far in- 
terior it has not yet been thoroughly superseded by the Age of 
Iron. 

We toiled up the very red further side of this interesting basin, 



i 



_ * The word ii ■pparoutlf >a ag);lDtiaa- 
Uatt of (jkuunim, old (waman), cuobA {wa- 
uuui), and ig (water), Piwibly it mnf be 
CaoiiBO-i^, which would bear the name aig. 
niCcatian. Yvea D'BTreux giTsa the ux 
agu of woBumltind ;— 1. Peltaa, babe ; 2. 
Konpiaiitiniiiiry, child ; 3. Kongmoitui, 
adoliKent ; 4. KongnanmoacoD, woman; 
Eon^nan, wulnaa ; S. KongiuumKiucaii- 
poire, wDDUui in force of ago ; Bud 6. 
ChiDiDiij, old womiia. 

f The Bnuil hu a wcll-dafincct ago of 
wood, und the iluligenei) still use wooden 
I'lulw and iH'ordR. I uro happ; to fioil the 
ujiin-rMlily .iu,l ul.ujmty of li.e " .••loi.o 



A|^" uaserled b; that Mnnd autliropalil- 
ipit Mr. B. B. TjlOT, " ReHOarchea into flUI 
Early Hiatoiy of Mauldnd, and tbe Dev«- 
lopmeut oE CiviliiatioD." Theae rud* 
drift-hatchets are alluded to in " Kotoi sq 
the Auljquity uf Man" (pp. 85 — 67i An- 
thmpotagical Review, Ha. 1, Hay, ISSS, 
Truliucr ft Co, ) ; nnd the literature npoa> 
Ihc iuhjeet IB beooining imposing. 

To me tbe em is e!ipeciiill; intereeting, 
liecniutt it embraces the period when uea 
bod not, or what ia muoh the same, knew 
not that they had eoula. The acml, in". 
deed, aeema to liavc been the diaeorety at 
Ibv liroiiui Age, 
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guided by a niamelon cresting the spine. Another loi'ge hollow 
»y in front and beneatli us ; the surface where not cut up by the 
laiTancados or water breiiches, showed low timber above and 
tree clumps in the depths, a test of superior soil and better 
shelter than its southern neighbour. On the right was the little 
mining village, " Sao Gon^alo do Bn^iio," with white church and 
brown huts. The lowest level was a green patch known as 
Teixeira, rich with palms and bananas, maize and manioc, cotton 
and tlie fibre-bearing Yucca or bayonet plant : it looked the 
quietest of spots, i^'Iiere a man might most easily be consumed by 

The nortliem backgroimd was a pictui-e. We now stand full 
1 the presence of tlie great Itncclumite and Itnberite formations. 
!he sinking siin, canopied by snowy cloud luied with lively 
ison, cast a glow of gold upon the castled crag, " Itabira do 
mpo,"* the Stone Gill of the prairie, which the Comishmen 
lied the Peak of Cata Branca. Eaily in the march we had 
len it, and it then looked like a hill crowned with two blocks of 
lonry somewhat out of tlie pei-peudicular. From the basin 
1 of the Silver River, looking north-noiUi-west, the rocks that 
^ed the summit appeared to form a single block. Here the 
L has a trident of thi'ee tall black prongs, and when winding 
Btward we shall often see it rising sudden and single like the 
liimney Rock of the Plata River. Its form and plan recalled 
} mind many a half- forgotten legend of enchanted stronghold 
Btd magic mount, and curious tales are told about water springing 
wm its base, and a shaft sujik by Nature in its deptli. 



* • Dr. Cooto, »lin f«un 



"Ttt^" 



■.aliea 



"Itfl," 



brill*/ 



/ Braiilian compound «onU bor- 
rowed from the Kborigint*. aid Dieaiu rock, 
titane, or meUl, e£i><!ciBlly iron ; whilst 
" bem," or "Wrib," is to fluno. Tlie 
nnuU expluiAtioa of " Itabiia" in pointed 
■tone. Cogtelnaa alb it " Ilnbiri," but 
thr lonof his Mas. compelled him to write 
maoh from memory. The diatinctive " do 
CUiDpo" pTEVentc eonfnnon with the Itabira 
do JiUto dcntro ('-of the interior foreat"), 
A nugoiGecnt pita to ths uortJi-eiist. Wa 
■h all dad klso Cutiu AltOA do Cam|ia op- 
H|Mi] lo tie Uutna Altiu do Malo Uentn: 



This e^og'^p'"™' feoturo will be Dfitieed 
in Ckap. 80. 

Prnio these Itabirae, the re»der will 
remember, it derired the uorae of the 
mineral " Itaberttc," a sUtj' rock of gra- 
nular qourti and iron of uvend Tarietica, 
often pare oxide. BaohweKe, who fathered 
the word, deecribes the minenkl ru femi- 
ginooa schist, nod makes it the matrix 
of the diamond. At 
begins the weaternmoi 
scribed in this portion o: 
It wQl run to Curral d'l 
lUo das Ydhu at Saborfi, ai 
the Betra da Piedade. In 
gold is nliundant, mostly & 
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, whuse tall and long-bearded owner, with 
■ ]Nill^ l»v over his brows, regarded us surlily and 
I BO wp^T to qoestions couceming the night's rest. 
I, knovn as " Joao Militao," has the reputation of 
"TalcBtftu" or coaotiT bully, and, worse still, he is 
■ of a& K " capiaga," « bntro or professional asisas^. The 
hMa cattT, relics of • bwb«rot)s a^. ore tuihappUy not ret 
•stiBel m IW frovtadal puis of the BnizU. The PundoDor 
hd^g din m —iiiinwiin^ of action, and the duello being imknown, 
mtM aae iIk Jtaikcb <^ the hirvd ruffian with little squeamishness, 
aai A* eaeny ts potted frum behind a ti«e like the Irish land- 
kvi of dw Iwt gmentMU. -\s education ad^'ances and manners 
M« aatltmei Vr ma tm a ei intercour^ with the worid, the disgrace 
vilL At tW old Poderoso, become obsolete. We behaved 
> at least as ronghly as he did to us, and the 
ciTilly entered into ninrersatton about As 
i n vefT shooting. 
Hl f ily «* laand next door lodginga lu the house of Jow 
TWuin, a saddler: be was ex-idently not rich, bat he was kind 
•■d KttaBttTc, and his wife aided hiin to make us comfortable upon 
our Gttle beds of sticks and straw. The third and last 
"BMi^dor" i^ »ijuatter in this given patch presently came in, 
anted with a pia. and moch excited. Upon the road we had met 
a sanU white cor. nuuiing porporseless and looking fagged : one 
of oar patlT strock at it with a hunting whip : it did not cry or 
h«T» the path, bat kept doggedly on without attempting to injure 
any ome. Seeing its skin wet I did not inspect hydrophobia, but 
utivcd at Teiseira, we were told that it had been rnhid for Eoine 
days, and had bitten Nondiy animals. 





TO COCHE D'AGUA. 



Cbinn allegre, feitil e jncundi 



E o ohbt de ervores maittui povosdo : 
E no yerdor dan folhoa jalifuei que era 
AU sempre contioua a primavero. 

EiulacMdof, hy Jlanort de Saiit<i Muiiii It:ip,iticn. 

To the right or east of, and about a mile and a half from 

ibira Peak, there is a gentle rise, the site of the mines and the 
ige of Catti BmncB." A few details concerning its former 
ines may be interesting : it now belongs to the Morro Velho 

mpany, antl better days may again dawn upon it, 
le ground, belonging originally to poor settlers, Brazilians and 
tnguese, passed into the liands of the Count of I.inluires, who 
t the concession to the late Dr. ChfTe, an Anglo-American. 

e latter, a man of true trans-Atlantic energy and self reliance, 
ted with his right to the " Brazilian Company," raised Jan. 

, 1833, and during that year the superintendent, Mr, A, F. 
;ompIeted the purchase. 
ItTfae mining estate, including the fanendas of " Santo Antonio," 
pich was boiight, and "Aredes" (P. N.) which was rented, lay 

ponrably, 4350 feet above sea-level, + within two miles of the 



"C»U" is jwmetiroea ormntoiulir 
writtaaCidta; il in derived from "Cntnr," 
nairlj ■jnoajmooB with "BiMCar," to»e«k, 
1<nt witb the Mnn ot huutiiig. Tbv 
■nioeiv i^iplied it to > pit bddIi in tliv 
npper etnta till tbej reocbod tha kurilsianii 
mutter, vhMerer tlie formation laigbl be. 

Cuteliwii (1S4») Yisited, saA hru left a 

good hiitori(3Ll deacnptinn nf ths mine 

from Iho obwrvntintiB nf M. Weddell. My 

■ «To tak«n from the Rirporl* o[ tho 

■"' n Compniij 1S35~37, modifiod by 

\ infemuition. 

LDoabtltM nucb exaggetsieiL Mi. 



•Jnninn, of Morro Vallio, took the oLnierv*- 
tioM witb n FeltHber's aneroid upon lbs 
Serm, Dot the Fuk of Cata llmnca. Tbey 
were on July 12, 1884— 
1, Bar. 37'W Therm. 5!>* ]1 i.x 



a? '87 



fi:)" 



Tlii» would redocv ths heiylit in the t«t 
Xn nbont half. Mr. OunlDn alia nuthei tha 
■'Itacolnml Peak" of Onro Preto to bcair 
dno eitet of luhira. The mapi of MM. 
UnnneUter snd Gorbpr |daee tho former 
Btst«puth-ea«t (3f)*> from the In tier. 
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Corrego Secco \-illiige, four miles or six miles by tlie loug road 
from Itftbira town, aiitl 95 from the provincial capital. The 
soil was poor, but within n league were lai^e ro^as or funas in' 
Campo land, which supplied provisions to Ouro Pi-eto. 

The Sen*a of Cata IJrnncn treuds where mined from east ot 
north, to west of south. The containing rock proved to be 
micaceous granular quartz with visible gold, as in California. 
The strike was N. 16° West, and tlie dip from 80° to 85" ; in 
some places the stratification was nearly vertical, in others it waa 
bent to the slope of the mountain, and generally it was in-egular, 
The lode, naiTow at the surface, widened below from 6 to Ifi 
feet, and the gi'eatest depth attained was 32 fathoms. Tlw 
quartz formation was of many varieties, soft sugftr\', hard smoky, 
conamon white, and blue, whicli proved to be the richest ; and 
the sides were hard quai-tzose matter equally bad for spalliug an^ 
blasting. The south-eastern end was most productive. On ths 
western side of the quartz were found the ferruginous formationi 
" C^nga " and Jacutinga ;" the latter was struck by drivings mach 
below the Serra ridge, here a mass of iron peroxide : the works 
however, wanted ventilation, and were abandoned. 

The lode, which could not be called a " constant productive," 
abounds in "vughs" or vein-cavities, tubes, pipes, and brancheg, 
called by the Brazilian miner " olhos " — eyes, sm'romided by i 
soft material, mainly running vertically, and richer in free gol( 
than tlie average. Near these pockets, but not disseminated 
through the vein, was a small quantity of auriferous pyrites, irol 
and arsenical. A little fine yellow dust, oxide of bismuth, rai 
down the middle of the lode, and gave granular gold. The bei 
specimens averaged from 21'75 to 22 carats, our standari 
gold. 

The 'Santo Antonio lode lay parallel with and east of the Cat 
Branca. The Ar^des mine, 8 miles to the south-west, was beyow 
the Peak : here the Serra is covered with boulders of hard quart] 
very numerous at the base of the great vein. They rest on th 
common, soft, various-coloured clays of the country, and ai 
intersected with lines of sugary quartz, which gave a little yet 
fine gold. This formation extends far to soutli and west t 
Itahira : openings were made in it, and one, the " Simaidonro, 
was successful. Aredea showed also a small formation of Jacti 
iijiga coatahung red gold, sometimes alloyed with palladium, an 
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iccompRQied with oxide of inangHQese. Tlie soil was good, and 
it contained 1— '2 square niiles of arable land that pmdiiced all 
the cereals of Europe. 

Mr. Alomay, afterwards Superintendent of Cocaes, and Vice- 
[lirettor of Cuiabi, began with a salary, besides house and all 
tivilized luxiuies, of f SOOO per annum, and this was paid out of a 
capital of 6000 ±10 shares. In November, 183S, he was followed 
by Commander Cotesworth, R.N., who aftei-wards died at Liver- 
|>ool. The latter was like all the " Service " snperintendentB, 
iben Buch favourites at home, a strit-t disciplinarian, active and 
enei:;getic, fond of riding horses till thej' broke down, tetchy on 
the subject of his rights, and '* zealous in the djschaige of his 
iluty," — which led to disputes. Finding the mine an immense 
liide, he liad to fork * the water which filled the shafts, and to 
level, dial.t and measure afresh. The mine began nith the anti- 
quated practice of "stamping," or ratlier "crushing," by horizontal 
millstones of hard, tough, quartzose matter ; presently the best 
machlnerr in the Empire was put up. In 1635, besides hired 
labourers, "Cata Branca" employed 38 Europeans, 76 negroes, 
and 34 negi-esses. 

In 1844 the mine fell in. The sole had become sloppy, and 
the liquid Jacntinga could not be drained by any mechanical 
force ; the ground was not properly timbered, and the side-thrust 
increased till it was enormous. The general account is that 
thirteen workmen, one of them an Englishman, were killed : 
some increase the nimiber, which others declare to be esag- 
■j'? rated. 

The " Cata Branca" failure, one unfortunately of very many, 
resulted from two causes. Firstly, there was an utter absence of 
economy, and as Mr, Moshesh justly observes, with peculiar 
applicability to Minas, even gold may be bought too dear. 
Secondly, the mine was badly worked. Jacntinga was then an 
unknown formation, but English miners, especially Cornish men, 
have learned everything, and consequently they will brook no 
teaching. Those who do not judge them by their own standard 
willing to grant that tliey have acquired by nile of thumb 



if tile pump appliwi 



lU proper Ii-rel till Uii 
hese can be seen. 
+ Till KIM of old Ktrnon used to mil 
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iinething of mineralogj', iiothiiig of geology. But smoe the days 
[of Howel or Hoiiel, "king of small Brittniiy," they have been 
Iwaveu-bom miners with the nirs of omniscience. Who eaii 
forget the naive speech of the Comisli gang-captain, who told 
Robert Stephenson that a nortli country cmild not poBsdbly know 
anything about mining? I have seen the offer of a " practical 
Comishman " to do for £S0,000 what a ' ' theorist," that is to say o 
professional man, educated in the scientific schools, could not effect 
for £100,000. ilr. Practical was believed by a practical public — 
in England still linger old superstitions about rule of thumb, 
which makes men easily take tlie bait — and the consequence was 
that the practical shareholders soon found themselves safe in 
Chancery. The fact is that Tre, Pol, and Pen are good men and 
true, but they must take to heart what was asserted a little 
farther west, namely, that — 

.lolin p. Robinson, Lb 
Saiil tliej didn't know cv'rything down in Judee. 

TVe shall trace these same two e^'ils, reckless expenthtiu^ and 
want of exact knowledge, in the history of many other mining 
adventures. Hence it is that in this land of boundless mineral 
wealth, so many companies liave come to grief, and so many a 
mine has been, to use the technical word, " knocked." 

After a delightfully bracing night, we rose with the dawn ; 
again however tlie old white garron had strayed, the mides had 
followed, and the glorious mom had waxed hot before it saw us in 
the saddle. The bridle-path fell at once into the vidley of the 
Eio da Plata, a baby brook in a sandy and gravelly cradle, a world 
too wide for its shrunken stream. Six times we forded the 
limpid waters which ran northwards, we cut the Uiroat of two big 
bends, each with its drain from the west, swelling the main line, 
and we halted for breakfast imder a fig tree, upon the banks of 
the Cdrrego do Ba^ao. The little Arraial of that name, rich in 
vegetables and fruit trees, was hard by, and the miners came out 
of their huts to stai-e and cliat. The valley, when we struck it 
once more, was floored with loose sand, and heaped as usual with 
" spoil-hanks," and nioimds of washed red clay. Another hard 
piUl up the left buttress was enlivened by the beauty of the vege- 
tation, and our ears were refreshed by the under-murraur and the 
bubbling of abundant streams. The birds were more numerous 
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r)ian iisiuil ; the pairuijuetH L-Lattered fmni tiee tu ticd, ti iioiay 
injodpecker* sci-eHined in the bosh, and hftwks floated higli in the 
Miigtless air. We then walked cai-efuUy down a hideous cruw- 
" ;n»^ rock, paving stonea, white earth and sandy dust which 
<>se in suffocating clouds. A hollow lane of incipient sandstone 
;iud, here and there, dry walls, told us that we were approaching 
a settlement. 

After about four bom's of actual riding we sighted " Itabira do 
Campo " in a punch-bowl below us. The stream wJiich divides 
it. running from east to west, is crossed by a tolerable stone 
bridge, and the banks are used as bleaching-groiuidB, white with 
raitneut and black witli washerwomen. On the south of tlic 
"Fregiiezia" are the chapels of N^ S" das Merces and Bom 
Jesus de Matosinlioa ; to the west is the Bosario, whilst the 
body of the \*illage contains the raatriz of N" S* da Boa 
Viagem and S"" Theresa. In fact the church accommodation 
would lodge tlie wliole population, though hardly with comfort ; 
most of the buildings are in a ruinous condition. 

We breasted another steep slippery causewaj', the entrance 
street ; here there were good houses, but all bore insciibed over 
doors the Desolation of Dulness. The heat of the sun 

iuced ns to disraoimt at a shop in the square of Santa Thereza, 

loae steeple witli its tiled roof and splayed eaves suggested a 
chapel in Switzerland. The people were exceedingly obliging, 
and gave us coffee with the least possible delay; they bad long 
tales to tell of palmy days, now set in night, when they eata- 
led their sons, married their daughters to Englishmen, and 

joyed the excitements of loss and gain. " Itabira" throve witli 
Cata Branca " mine, and it decayed when " she " was 
" knocked," The Itabirensea linger on, barely supported by the 
Morro Velho market, and the memoi-ies of better times hardly 
^uffice to keep alive hope for the future. 

Though warned that we could hardly reach " Coche d'Agua " 
before nightfall, and well acquainted with the horrors of a Bra- 
zilian cross-cut after diuk, and on an unknown line, we set out at 
I P.M. -\nother causeway, a turn to the left, and we were again 
in the Valley of the Silver Stream. It was now a " hobble- 
dehoy " in the worst and most unmanageable phase, turbid, noisy, 
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and Klialli>w. Six nixies of unusuiillj' good road placed ns at 
Mozagao,* the iron foundry of the Capiliio Manoel Fran^. 
From this place to our destination is only six miles, but the 
bridge was broken down, there is no road along the precipitous 
left bank, and we were dtiven to a detom- of a useless leagae and 
ahftlf vrefitward, north-westwai'd and northward. 

I^adders of clay and rock led up the ascents of remarkably steep 
pitch ; the ground on both sides wasclad in " dirty forest." A single 
house, with a little croft, belonging to one Pereira, was the only 
proof that all was not a desert. We met but one part)", pro- 
bably returning from some family festival, wedding or baptism. 
The girls rode on before their parents, as they are made to walk 
in the old-fashioned towns of Italy and the Brazil, Pa anil Ma 
bringing up the rear, and marking down witli four eyes every look 
given and received. One maiden, a pretty specimen with nut- 
brown skin, blue-black hair and roguish glance, was seated in the 
manner masculine, a sensible practice now obsolete here, except 
amongst the Caipirasf, and the slaves. Yet I woulil recommmd it 
to women wJio tempt the byewars of Brazil ; here side-saddle and 
skirts are really dangerous to limb and life. 

Trotting over the table land, which we found much too short, 
we dropped by another long and tedious descent into the rirer 
valley. To the end of this mai-ch the hills are bluff southwards, 
and fall in long gentle grassy slopes to the north. The path 



woocIb," oppwoel lo Jimipwi, or Jnnlpuj, 
the DoTil. Evidently there is > confoBin, 
lih^utiml anil metaph^ical. Sr. J, d'AlsncH 
cipluni) Cunipira bj Curaroim, n pappoon 
or Indian child, >nil pirs, hul ; it mc 
uHDailj npreHanted aa a dvArfiah imp. 
Jurupari in from Jam, a mmiUi, and apan, 
CRKiked. Id impalar use Caipin ia qiplisd 
ronl«mptaou<<ly In both texa, and «itt«>- 
poacli! with oiir Gwcx Citrts, Kentioh Iiong- 
tjuls, Yorkshire Tiks, and Norfolk Biunp- 
kini. A nian n-ill i»c«tiomly nae it ta 
himwlf or to hit fiucily, bnt nthen rnnat 
not. The cii\\ name for a bachvoodBoaB, 
a Toyagear (Canada), a Cotircnr de* Doerta, 
or CoorsDr des bois, in "Sertuiijo," whiob 
cliDBics] authors wrila " ScrtaniaU," fmii 
Rertlo, the hoekwooda, the Par Wart, K 
tern which will be axpUined in ito pn^at 
place. Sonlhej (Sqilnrationi, (tc. Pi. 
makes "Sertanejo" an inhaUtMit ef 
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or the Por- 
belWMn the Itrnijl and 
S&idaetiui, where we sTilu it " Maaa- 
Mnm," SA if it hait any rvnnertion with 
" Qaiun," n village, lie mune in Moroc- 
nn, and eamiaemoraten the Cbriitian ric- 
toriea at the Fort of " Maxagiu." 

+ In BSo Paolo ' ' Caipin " ia preferred : 
laMioaa, "Caip6ra." The "Caypor" of 
Kr. Bats,! 80, ia, I prenume, a niiapKnt. 
Both are eomiptioni of "Ca*," a biiah. 
and " -pirn," who inhnhiti!. Thus the 
t«nn literally mBann '■ himhman." or 
mnff!. "Tnpiiya-Caip'fira" would bo a 
wild (lirabo) Tapnya, "nltS-coapora," 
honima dei boii. Amongst the Aborigind 
"Caa-pora" (not Oajpornt in n apiril or 
damon that Utcs in the forett, a wmd-iiDp 
' Mpvtcd to be nudidoiui, and fond of roh- 
ting childron, which be storea in a hollow 
llM. Tn oM anthora wn find Ciimpiom- 
tbt old Jeniit Similo dc VaseoDcellm in- 
t«rpr«ta the word " dieraon ot thought," 
^ritof diAnen; others, "njiirit of the 



the "Sertam," and ' 

son engaged in exploring the " Seriun." 
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was a zig£iig of tlie worst kind ; Hgaiti we hit the river, now a 
flood in hot Achilleun youth. 

Impiger iToeundui ineionbiliR acer. 
A swirling torrent, not exactly yellow, but dark and flavous, 
lumlly tobeswiim or forded. From the giassy slopes nbove, the 
rush of water was imposing, banked witli bluffs 300 feet high, end 
Bhaded with gigantic trees, hnnging woods and wonderful virgin 
f(»rest3, a scene tliat would surprise the admirers of poor Uttle 
Dart, the wonder of Southern England. The bridge was un- 
bound, but it bore us across. I felt no little anxiety. The sun 
was already streaming his last rays over the mountain tops, three 
ionspicnous knobs in the north, a kind of " Tliree Sisters," illu- 
ininated by the reflection. Niglit follows sundown like a shot at 
this height, and in these low latitudes; the slope was desperately 
long, the mules were jaded, and in places holes twenty feet deep 
yawned across the patli. 

At length, after much straining of the eyes, we descended the 
lust pitch of road, and ere day was bmiit out we entered, with 
no small satisfaction, Coche d'Agua. Here we found Mr. 
L'pool, who had humed on, determined to be under cover before 
dark. 

And here I venture to offer advice with the view of forming a 
" comfortable traveller." Let every thought be duly subordi- 
nate to self. Let no weak regard for sex or age deter you from 
taking, or at least fi'oni trying to take, the strongest beast, the best 
room, the superior cut, the last glass of sherry. WTien riding 
lead tlie way, monopolise the patli, and bump up against all who 
npproacli you— they will probably steer clear for the future. If a 
compauion choose a horse, a saddle, or a bridle, endeavom" to 
rtract it — he had evidently some reason for the choice. In the 
loming take care of No. 1 ; nmfHe your head, wrap up your 
treat, stuff your boots with cotton. As the sun rises gradually 
ihell yourself — "good people are scarce " — open your umbrella 
I sack oranges, not omitting all tlie little edutrivances of refec- 
"'fion which your ingenuity will suggest. Never go to a hotel if 
there be a private house within a league, and above all things 
keep the accounts. Finally, if you invite a man to dine, score up 
^ bis liquor on the wall, staring him " in the face," so shall or may 
■ij^deter him from the other bottle. And thus your trip will cost 
^Mu 123 milreis, when your friend is minus 760 milreis a head. 




CHAPTER XX. 



TO THE GOLD MINE OF MORRO TELHO. 



"A Vabgem do Coche d'Agoti"" — the River-reach of the 
WRter-troiigh — humble name for a. humbler spot, is so called from 
n stone cistern, still \-i3ibIe in Uie now ruined house of the late 
Lieut. Domingos Souares, a small "Creoulo""f" itlaut^r. Dr. 
Coiito (1801), mentions it as a "silio" and station on the old 
western road from Ouro Preto to the then Tejuco. Actually it is 
n scatter of some sixteen huts in a hollow wliit^h grows bad sugnr- 
cane, good potatos, and plentiful fuel for the great Knglish 
mine. 

Jose Clemeiite Pereirn, our host, had been presented by his 
wife with twelve sons, and their increase was fifty grand plus five 
grandchildren ; llie family populates the place. This " creating 
souls" and breeding citizens for the commonwealth, advances' 
here as elsewhere in Minas, by geometrical rather than arith-^ 
metical progression. I shall revert to the subject. We all 
intended to sleep hke humans who had earned their rest ; but th« 
night air was raw and nipping, tlie poor gi-eat-grandmotber had a, 
bad cough, and Negi-a, my mastiff-pup, snored grimly, till made 
thoroughly ijitoxicated by cacha^a, poured upon it with that 
intention. 

And here let me explniu what cacha^a is before we enter 



• Cid-lclenBU (ii. im, writes Cmto ile 
Agon, uiil tbo Aliiunak Cuia il'Agua. 
The rwdor will hmo remirked Wort thin 
thiit the etymology ot the reroarkulity 
rich PortugiTMe Iiingaage in attll an- 
Mtttnl. Thin ia iiMtnnlly the mm with n 
■ongue apoken fmm the n]i]*r yrntert i.f 



tlie Aniunim lii Mjuao anJ Ji^iiui. Thft 
elinioo of the letMr tenniiutiii); the geoii 
tivo aign ia remi&rbabty iirbitrary, 

+ l>eoglo, or Cmlo in the Braul, ii 
nppllBd to BegToea ttait Ihinga gnrm i 
rmintiy, kbA to porwin pither bnni i 
Kiopiro, hut not nf mhei binod, 



UISE Of MUHRO VELHO, 
ized houses, where the word and the thing are equall}' ahoml- 

" Cacha^a," or " Cax&ga," the "cachass" of sti-aiigera, is the 
ifia" of French writers, a pretty word wilfully thrown away, 
like the Spanish " tortilla," that means " scone." It is the korn- 
schnapps, the kwass of the Brazil. The commonest kind is dis- 
tilled fiom the refuse molasses and drippings of clayed sugar, put 
into ft I'e tort- shaped still," old as the lulls, and rich in verdigris. 
'I'be peculiar volatile oil or tether is not removed from the siuface ; 
the taste is of copper and smoke — not Glenlivet — in equal pro- 
portions, and wlien the " catinga " or fetor has tainted the spirits 
it cannot be removed.! Othei-wise it would he as valuable to 
Europe as the com brandy of Canada, and the potato brandy of 
Hamburg, from which is made the veritable Cognac. There aie 
two kinds ; the common, made from the Cayeunet cane, and the 
" Creoulinha" or "Branquinha," the old Madeii-an gronili; U»e 
latter is preferred, as the "cooler" and less injurious. Brandy, 
said Dr. Johnson, is the drink of heroes, and here men (bink 
their Cacha^a heroically ; the effect is " hver," dropsy, and death, 
igers are not readily accustomed to the odour, but a man 
rlio once " takes to it," may reckon upon delirium tremens and 
larly grave. Its legitimate use is for bathing after insolation, 
for washing away the discomfort of insect bites. Your Bra- 
host generally sends a bottle with the tub of hot water. 
The " Canninha," in Spanish " Cana," is a superior article, 
made from the cane juice fermented in souring tube ; it Is om' 
rum, and when kept for some years, especially imdergroimd, the 
Hftvour reminds one of Jamaica. <!)ld travellers usually prefer 
this " Pinga " to the vitrioUc gin and the alcoholic Cognacs which 
Itave fomid their way into the countrj- ; as the bottle is sold 
penny to twojience, there is no object in adulterating 






AiduiraJly callud .\lttn.l».)iie. l.raught from " OWl.citc ; " .l«iit 1832 

A mora careful procow woiilil prubal'ly tliis " DUhflito Cuie" wut intniduoed intu 

' much ot thin Bvil. At pniaeiit uu- Luuisi&os uid Florida, nhicb fonnerly bsU 

ptneet Iiettiai; uiil coaling of tte roagli tbe "Ribbon Cuie," tbe CreonU of tbe 

nuwltilM, eBa« the irremediablD empyrcu- IJraul, The author above luentioned lelts 

luiUc laint. I never couIJ light n spirit ub that in hi> itay the commonest kind wu 

Urop wilh the neooad distillatjon, much Icui called " Agoa ardente de Cuma " (uppned 

• ith llie first. M the ittw ardente do reiuo, i. t., ruiu, 

; " Ob a d'abord cultive dans le canton' gin. Cognac, *<:.>; wheu better distilled, 

U caaao de CujreDne. inaii quand on a "Agoa anleute de mel," and the beat 

. -innn celle do tilti, on lai a donni la prr- " Cachaia " or " Cathawa," \«\i* imafii 

i.tfence." (FriDceMax. i. 831. Mwt writers iqielted. Thew i!)T"»a<nia ».to — ''- 

dedare tliP t-X'snoe fOiimnl, li iinrc 'ix'u o1»«ilcl«. 
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the contents. Druiik iii moderation, especially on v&w momiiiga 
and wet evenings, it does more good than hann. The people 
have a prejudice against mixing it,* and prefer tlie style called 
"Kentucky drink," or "midshipman's grog;" they are loud is 
its praise, declaring that it cools the heat, heats the cold, dii^ 
the wet, and wets the dry. When ilid man ever want a pretext 
for a dram ? 

The " Restilo" is, as its name shows, a redistillation of either 
Cacha^a or Canninha, and it removes the unpleasant odour of the 
molasses spmt. This form is little known in Sfto Paulo ; in Kliuas 
it is the populai" drink, and the planter calls it jocosely "Bra- 
zilian wine;" he prefers it, and justly, to the vile heverages im- 
poited at enoiTuous prices from the " Peninsida." There is 
yet a thii-d distillation, " Lavado," or the washed. It is said to 
be so strong and anhytb'ous that if tlirown up into the air it 
descends iu a little spray, and almost evaporates. It is not, 
however, distilled over burnt lime, and thus it never becomes 
absolute al<;ohoI. t 

The effects of this rum upon the population, and the frequency 
of the Cacha^ada or drunken quarrel, often ending in a shot or a 
stab, will be found noticed iu the following pages. 

It was 5'15 A.M. on Saturday, June 19, 1867, the ninth stage 
from Barbftcena, and the sixteenth day after our departure irotn 
Rio de Janeiro, when we were summoned to mount and to mea-' 
sure our last march. A thick wliite mist blmred the moon's 
outline, here a sign of cold, not of rain. Om' escoteiro, however, 
knew every inch of the road ; we followed him witli full confi- 
dence over a freshly repairefl bridge, up and down hills like palm 
oil, and across sundry short levels, where the River Valley, which 
has now wound from east to north, widens out. Again I call by^ 
courtesy a valley this longitudinal funow which sxthts the moun- 
tain range into two meridional chains ; on its right crowd the 
westernmost buttresses of the "Sena Gi-ande," or "do Eepis- 
lia(;o," whilst Uie eastern flank of the chain coimecting Itabim 
Peak with its brother apex Cun-al d'El-Rei, hems in tlie left. 

* Mr. WaUb (ii. 8), gtsvel; i^Uronicles lie & lijr no menus coulemptible beyenige. 
concerning " Caiu : " " Our host infomieil f Tba Ilcittila » the best for pnnemng 

ine that it wu u whalewime uid exudleot n|iecimeDB, bnt it affoctB the delkato odonn 

pordial vben takbD raw, but be wiuiitid mo of the cortH makeB Far instance, aod (httJ 

Riainnt miidng it with a-aUr." Despite stroniwiu docriptionB have became ntmBL 

KAj'di Hoiuu] silvice tlie travelter presently If nMibn^a In ue«d, tlie spirit mnit b*> 

trieil it "h'lt n'l'lli " nnd Jironoutii'cil it to changed iifler a few dny* 
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As Lucifer spai'kled aloft between the Crescent and tlie horizon, 
liHght as should be tlie sun's hernlil in the Hi^^hlimds of the 
Brazil, and the jiir became sensibly colder, and the pale brassy 
dami-Uglit WttXfd faintly green ; wheu red reflections lined the 
frngments of cloud land, and the raeny " Cardinal"' began to 
i-hirp his matins, we again saw on oui- left the baby brook, the 
liobbledehoy, the hot young toiTent of yesterday, now become the 
Hio das Velhas, and stamped with the siguet of middle age, a 
respectable fluvintile, progressing steadily three miles an hour, 
broad -waisted as the Richmond Thames, not ignorant of the 
ranoe, and presently about to call for connection with and 
.-'^ttlement by a steamer. Dr. C'outo calls it Vermelho Rio, 
-liowiiig that the banks were then much worked and washed for 
^- Id ; now it is of muddy yellow hue. 

An hoiu''s ride, ending with a steep incline, placed us at the 
arraial and freguezia of " S"* Antonio do Rio das Velhas." t Its 
birthday is luiknown, the date was probably when the Batntal, 1 
the Socco, the Engenho de Agua, and the l^apaiuilho Mines gare 
akuodant golden yields. In 1801 it had a hundred houses ; in 
18*20 the popidation was numbered at 1200; in 1847, Sr. Silva 
Pinto § gave it 1086, and the Alniamik (186-,) proposes 1300, 
on estimate based on 115 votei^s and three electors. At present 
it has some forty-five tenements, scattered about the river's 
right bank. We found it a village of the dead-asleep ; vainly tlie 
mules halted mibiddeu at the familiar venda, and the Company's 
]>rivate ranch. The little Matriz was silent, diuub, and so was 
its filial chapel — we fiad no desiie to disturb then- echos. The 
iHUage baa shops and mechanics ; it breeds and it cultivates 
" some," but the price of transport smothers exportation. Sun- 
day, when the piu'ish meets to discuss ity scandal and to do its 
worship, galvanizes it into a manner of life, and at times a drunken 
miner fi-om Morro Vellio perfonns a lively piece, ending with a 

Pc,'4imee of all llie characters." 
y The next hour lay over a mud which in the rains becomes the 
JOfttrix of a small iron mine of mules' shoes. It was lately re- 



* A jiretl; reii Tutigttni (TWutgrn opuct 
[•■u I ), loiMillj caUoiI UinluL 

t Alu* Suits Aiitnnio do Rio Acimii 
" iip-tticaju," ihuii itutiuguiihcd (roi 
Autaniii do Rio Abuio," BDother 
' Jawu-ttrewD." 

• xiiin Dame, couutuui in tlie Fii 
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of Minus Gsnux und Silo Faulg, Diomw that 
the gold noggot* found Ihum were comnioa 
na sweet potaloa (Iwtatiui). 

; This gantUnnin'" work w»a pro!ui«e>l 
to me at Oiiro Prota Unfiniiinittely tbo 
[iroiui«er fnrjjol t< ' 
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piiired, and in parts newly laid by M. Gerber, C.E., of Otira 
Preto. The "troopers," as usual, prefer the oM familiar way, con- 
Bequently both lines are abominable. Tbe end of the let 
showed UB, on tbe left bank, a little white-waj^hed church, S" 
Rita, and iu tbe stream were two piles, once a bridge built by 
men who ignored the art and mystery of pile driving. Beyond 
it lies Uie Mon-o da Gloria Mine, belonging to five proprietors ; 
tbe pyrites, finely e rushed by six head of old Brazilian "chipaB,"* 
yields per ton |ths of an ounce of Sl-cai'at gold. Here, too, is 
tlie " Morro de Santa Rita" Mine, once an "open cut," 
iallen in, fast closed, and no longer exploited. 

S* Rita is said to be one league from Morro Velho ; if so it 
is the longest league I ever did ride. Opposite it, the £ataU- 
gem, a big ranch, leads to the Santa Rita Mine, proprietrix 
D. Florisbellft da Horta, a widow who has worked her property 
with the Brazilian energy of bjj earlier day. Tliis "Lavra," ot 
wasliiug, which is still at times washed, is pai'tially pyritic, and 
yields also brown auriferous oxide of u-on witli leaves of quartz ; 
it is quarried witli an open face like a stone pit, then stamped 
and finally straked.t The loss of negroes was great ; Dr. Walker, 
tliird superintendent of Morro Yelho, informs us that iii an 
exceptionally short time, twenty-four out of fort)' seasoned men 
died of dysentery aud inflammation of the chest. 

Here the river-bed is cumbered with grave-like mounds and 
masses of giavel, coarse and fine ; it is mostly giown with thin 
vegetation, sown by the hand of Time since 1825, when all these 
diggiugs were in decay. The hard femiginous material locally 
called Manuube, t darkened the soil. Presently we turned sharp 
to tbe left from tbe Sabar£ road, and crossed the Rio das Velhas 
by the Santa Rita bridge. Tbe footway is 270 feet long, with 
nine spans 8U]>ported by tmsaes or tiestles, the girders being 
stiffened aud prevented from wai-piug by diagonal chains. Built 
in 1853, it has frequently been repaired by the EngUsh Company; 
L in 1869 Mr. Gordon gave it tlie last touch, since then two sap- 
I porting posts have given way, makiug an ugly sag. A bolster 
felling-piece of wood placed over the cap-piece would remedy the 

i Dr, Coaia dsokn* tlieBe MknuBlxs, 
or Muiuobli, vhiab be wriMs " Hama- 
bea," to be Dapper ore of the Mb-colouieil 
(ciDlentB) apccioa. But be certHiuly hwl 
copper on tbe hnia. 



" " BtAinp«," of which mora bereafter. 

"h Tbia un o! tbe Tonl taay oat be cor- 
n»l ; but it in Terj conyenient, and wnply 
iesBTVoB to be dumIe a, jawied luiil Mceplod 
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defect ! but the miinicipality would tiike ii ytiu' of Sundiiys to 
think and talk over the matter. 

Beyoud the bridpe, noiihem energy ami capital were seen to 
ii-sei-t themselves. Here, three miles from Murro Velho, begins 
iliL> f!<tate of " Feniam Paes," bought in 1862. by the Great 
I iimpanyfor 11,588;. The mines, mostly pji-itic, are those of 
T.iiB, Gnabiioba {valuable ground), Samamhaia, Sei'vi^o Novo, 
Miito Virgem, and miuor deposits. The new proprietors have 
' li-ared a twenty-feet road, have laid a tramway for bringing the 
:<• to the stamping mills, and have cut a leat* through very hard 
.iinmd; the stamp site has been excavated, the framework is 
i" ing put lip, so as to hegiu work at once, and the old manor- 
I'Use on the right of the thoroughfare had been i-epau-ed for the 
I nglish miners; theu' stmtly northern voices greeted oui" guide 
!i mil afar. 

We mn for a short distance down the River Valley, whieh 
iiigged to the left, and showed signs here of a "tip-over," there 
of reguhir fioodiug, as far as the hill foot. Part of this gromid 
belongs to the Company, part does not, — which, to speak mildly, 
must be a nuisance. We then toiled up a red clay ridge, crept 
donrt an incline of similar formation, and up another bad chine, 
juatly called " Monte Video."t This Bella Vista shows the first 
glimpse of our destination, and joys our hearts. High in front 
towers the peak-capped wall of Curral d'El-Kei, bearing its 
timber cross. On a nearer and a lower horizon rises Moito 
Velho, "tlie old mount," also cross-crowned, and supporting 
on its brown shoulders "Timbuctoo" imd "Boa Vista," the 
white-washed and red-tiled negro quai-ters.I At our feet is the 
pit filled by the little town Congonlias, whose site is an irre- 
gular mixture of bulge and hollow, sprinkled with church and 
villa, with garden and orchard, and beautified mth its tlu-eading 
of silver sti'eam. On the ridge to the right is the Bella Fama 
farm, where the Company keeps its " great troop " of mules, used 
to bring in stores and provisions. (Jn the left ai'e other ridgea 
and other peaks, wliich we shall presently see to better advan- 
tage. 

Nolhuig can he more suave tliaii this \icw ou a line deiu' 

* Aji urlificinJ wutor-cgurec, licre cailcil 
■' Ucga." 

t N«t Honle VIil&i, Ani;t'icfe : the Tulgai' 
kiiw&aa b Mmtun VirfM- "■ - 
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inoming ; but those wlio first ilt-sceud it m a Moute Video fo 
will shudder nt the portfil of ii Brazilian Staffordshire, — a Blad 
Counti-j'. The migle of the road is that of n roof, aud set 
red chij- is a dark slatey patch of finely piUvenKed or treacly- 
muddy fir^e, which hwks from afar like a vast pall. The 
colouring matter is a tiifiing poilion of cubical and unaurifeixnis 
U'ou pjnites, tlie claj" is useful for plumbago-coloiu-ed pigmeutui, 
and in Eurojie the mineral is made to yiehl sulpliuric acid, and 
to sen-e many technological purjtoses. 

Red ridge and black ridg« niiglit both be avoided by running 
A road for 1"25 miles dovra tlie river-bed, below Santa Rita 
bridge, and tlien by hugging the Ribeiruo do MoiTo Velho.* 'I'hi 
latter is the main drain, the natiu^l zigxag, and the best approati 
to the gi-eat mine, wluih certahily deserves a carnage road iin 
stead of the present mule patli. 

A deep Iiollow lane, nith tlie rocky remnants of an antiquated 
rainp, a few huts, the little Bomfiin chapel, and the lai^e hom 
of a charcoal contractor, lead into the town. \\"e riunbled ova 
the Ribeu'ao bridge, and thence we clattered over the slipper] 
kidney stones, with theii' black capping of iion, that pave tin 
sleepy little old settlement. It rarely opens its eyes before ( 
A.M., when a few hunthed yards beyond it, hundreds of men a 
working niglit and day : tliose citizens who were awake we 
probably but half awake, tliey looked very ci'oss, and not 
slouched hat was fingered. 

"X» S» do Pilai- de Congonhas de Sabar^" — here names a 
long, apparently in dii-ect inverse ratio of the importance of tl 
place or person named — though very drowey, is tolerably uea(| 
and weai-a a kind of well-to-do-m-the-world look. The main 
square has some two-storied and ornamented houses, and 
village dignitaries have taken the trouble to prop up that neces- 
sary of Brazilian town-life, t the theatie, decrepit though only 
fifteen yem-s old. The Matriz, i-epah-ed by the late Fr. FraU" 
Cisco de Coriolano, shows a three-windowed facade, and a cross* 
crested pedhnent ; the belfries have Swiss roofs, pig-tailed at th« 
comers, and tm-ned up after the mode of Chinese Macao ; pos- 

• Ponnerly iLb Ribeirlo .lo Congonhas, lliiol o£ the iwiiiiUtion of EnglaJiii, hum 
which flowing from wot lo cant baa been nwiiy thralriM— 188. ll will ho Uma tO 
iliverl«d to votk bdcI ilnUQ the EugliHli nhius thim when wo Imve unprDvod 

fi l^ert tiutt tilt; Biuul, wiUi nbout » 
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^ihly it is au unconscious derivtitiou from the imiiye deaily 
I'cloved by the lieatheui'y of Pomt'co and TlttscaJJu. At the rail- 
ing door there is a quaint screen, quniutly painted with the 
Passion-events, whilst the ambulatory has foui'teen station-crosses 
nailed to the walls. 

Commerce flourishes in twenty shops, including a labomtorio 
.md sundry pharmacies. The Liner Brazil, like the Western 
l.uiled States, and vei^ unlike the Bananas* of tlie coast, still 
m^iiires Uie dinner i>ill of om- grnmlfatliers and Dr. Kitchener's 
" ]>eristaltic persuaders." May not this partly acconnt for the 
-]iirit BO Ifita^ propositi, with which both nations have waged 
i:!^ for years, when we wax weary of fightbig and yearn for 
■ home " flfter a few months' campaign? The apothecary in these 
(nirta is never a poor apothecary. 200/. worth of bad dniga 
brings hiin 2000(., and keeps him for life; strange to say, men 
who can be dosed gratis by the Company, prefer the "botica" 
[ 4Mttd — qiiingenties. 

I'Congonlias has been cured of the " decadence et abandon " in 
icli St. Hilaire found it forty-seven years ago. Built by mining, 
1 fell witli mining, and by mining it has been "resurrected." 
In 1830 it lodged 1390 soids; m 1840 about 2000, with three 
cliurches, one an miliiiislied ruin ; in 18-17 (Sr. Pinto) 913, of 
; Mon-o Velho not inclmled ; in 1804, 6 eloctoi-s, 211 voters, 
, 4000, allowing 1000 miners. Since that time the number 
B certainly not fallen off. 
I J^Vom the squai-e we ttmied to tlie left, compulsed by an ugly 
my climb) impudently rising straight in front, and cutting 
rer the ridge that sepaiatee the basin of Congonhas and Morro 
l«lho. By the partiidly paved road there was a neat store and 
llie Hotel Congonhense, where M. Gehrcke, an old Snglish- 
Bpeakiiig Gennan emploje of the Company, receives the destitute 
£ introductoiy lettei-s; here also an Italian portrait-painter lives 
Higli above us to the right is the Rosario Church, 
though it is no fete. The dark towerless front of the 
uldering fane ii'owiis in stone like ii bit of bastion ; an im- 
iflbed crown of Portugal and a bald place for the "Quinas" 
meath, tell their own tale. The uavc and the high altai- glare with 
iitewash, tlie oiuameutation is pauper and gaudj' — negro taste. 

iro aro Ko rallwl L.J tfiO bwly rmiljulas. Tho 
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Lower to the right is the store of Messrs. Alexander and Sona, 
who brew tlieir own " yel," tailed " iDkermann," which rapaduni 
sugar makes a trifle more caiiitous than the pawkiest of Scotcli 
barley bmes, and which has rolled over many a stout felli 
neatly us could a ilussimi gun. Beer, wljich ancient Egypt, 
although slie had no pale ale, sensibly prefeii-ed to the rine^ 
should he hea^'ily backed in Minas against spirits, especially 
Cacha^a. Mr. Henry U. Cocking, of the Smiths' Departraent,! 
brews at home ; he must, however, import his hops, To ju^« 
by the success of the Germans in western Sao PaiUo, here alsd 
tlie fine tonic would flourisli. Opposite Messrs. Alexander 
the large ranch of Mello jmd Co., where tlie black miners mnkri 
their purchases ; further on lies the old hospital, with its garden 
now occupied by the mining captain Andrew, and by Sr. 
Antonio Marcos da Bocha, once a sen-ant of tlie Gongo Soca 
establishment, now "Ranger of Woods snd Forests " at Moitq 
Velho. The road is protected by tree-trunks laid obliquetf 
across it, and faced up vrith clay to sene as watercourses ; this 
ia a conunon contrivance in the Highlands of the Brazil, and oU 
some lines, especially in Sao PaiJo, hoi-ses must step ovei- a boU 
with every second pace. 

Here the near view becomes passing pi-etty. The desi 
runs through an avenue of Coqueii"o palms, whose drupes, litrgi 
as a score of grape bunches, hang about their necks. On eith« 
side is a meadow of " Angola grass " (Capim d'Angola, Panicui 
guineense), each rich green leaf eight inches long, by one and 
half broad ; it is planted by joint-cuttings of the cane-like culm, 
and in the season it supplies per week tluee tons of sweet and 
succulent fodder. Unhappily this fair site is the verj' centre of 
diphtheria. Above the meadow, and crowning a red yellow hill* 
is the Rev. Mr. Armstrong's pareonage, white and neat as 
neck-tie. 'i'he wonderfully thiu lancet windows, and a cotmb 
ultra-Riunic, distinguish the chapel amongst the scattei-ed villflS 
iind rows of houses. 

To the right, on tlie near bank of the Ribeirao, heaps an^ 
banks of gi'ey ore and crushed stone denote the " Praia Works."* 
A little tramway, 81KJ yai'ds long, piercing tlie hillocks ani 
crosaing a pair of bridges, with one heavy filling and cuttings ttf 
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liic extent of 788 cubic fHtlionis, connects them with heml- 
ipiiirters, aijil conveys from the Rpaliug floors "poor stuff"' to 
In- worketl should an accident close Uie upper mines. Here hIho 
"laimdei'3"t or flumes with gi'eat fleet or inclinntiou, bring 
<lown Blimes and refase'tailings. The raacliineiy which re-treata 
tliem consists of two wheels, and stamps housed under a long tiled 
vhed. 

.\8cending a ilwai-f hill — uur liiyt, let ns be thankful t — we 
I'liss a neat Anglo-Indian bungalow, occupied by Mr. James 
Sniytli, superintendent of the Negi-o department. On the other 
siile of tiie Ilibeirao gully are the brown tents denoting tlie 
I "llingu diggings," i)jTitiferou8 like the main lode. Furtlier on 
ue the large uew Hospital and the meiUcal (jnarters, where lodge 
Doctors M'Intyre and AVeir, 

" Tranquillity House " has the prettiest of prospects ; but 
lovelier, ah! far lovelier, are the chaims of "Galashiels," saj-s 
Dr. Weir, who with filial reverence hangs to liis wall a print of 
the luicoutli Scotch village. Still further on \s the Catholic 
( hapel, literally all crosses; outlying crosses, inlying crosses, 
i losses in the aii', — even the windows are crosses. To tlie 
I'liiuitive Christian what a scandal this would have been ! North 
■f the valley is the " Morro Velho ; " a dark red scam* in its 
- ititlieni slope shows where the Brazilian owners hit then- first 
Kold, and where sunthy huts were buned by a land-slip. The 
tall black cross was put up by Mi'. Gordon, to ease the burden 
of his people; formerly, on days ordered by the priest, tliey 
jjilf^-unRged over three rough miles, to the ape:^ of the CuiTal 
d'Kl-Kei. The " Old Mount" gives a beautiful panorama, but 
in tlie " dirty bush " the Kmg of the Carrapfitos holds hia court, 
an<l he will hold it till ejected by Bahama gi-asa, or some similai- 
iinniigrant vegetittion. 

Leaving to tlie left, on an eminence, the big white store of 
the Company, presided over by Messrs. George Morgan and 
Matthew, we find the " Casa Gmnde," which must not be con- 
founded with the " C'asas Grandes " of the Gila Valley. Here 
iia the Superintendent's quarters, red tiled, painted with official 
llow, vine-gi'own, and fronted by a verandah built to receive 
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His IrapenHl Majest}'. To the west, flnd fnciiig at light angles 
is the Snbratio, whifh acts "Guesten House," and wha« 
Rltbotigh intending that our visit should last a week, we i 
presently pass, on and off, a pleasaut moutli of busy idleneati 
the "beat of all eaithly blesauigs." This hospitable adjunct it 
found in all the old-fashioned establishments of the Bi-azil, iind 
in the eoiinti'y towns, even now, n man will not take « tenement 
which wants the detached quartei's where fiiends and i 
can be enteiiained. 

The scene stiikes my unfamiliar eye as a mixtui-e of Braziliai 
Petmi>ohs and Neilgheiry Ootacamund ; there is 
English in the neat cottages, fronted by vailed flower-beds, f 
the daik slatey stream ; with a savour of Switzerland in 
high clear air, and tlie meshes of yellow i^athways on both sides c 
the Ribeirao Gorge. But can we be within earshot of the Gren 
Mine ? WTiei-e are tlie familial' features, the poisonous smoke, 
the vegetation " fuliginously gi-eeu?" All around us are dol 
tings of varied verdm-e, here a row of gigantic aloes, like the 
Socotiuie, whose gold-gi'een bauds gain for them in the Brazil 
the title of " Independence Slimb." There we see a cedar, sole 
Burvivor of its ancient and noble mce, proving that tliis Tallej 
was covered at one time, like the rest of the countiy, with vii^ 
forest. Tlie splendid snow-white trumpets of the Datura, popu' 
larly called Fig-tree of Hell,* depend from masses of verdurd 
twelve feet high ; the fatal use of the seed, so common in India, 
where a caste of professional poisoners Is called " Dhaturiyah," 
here belongs to negroes. The Melastomaceie, of various spedea, 
vaiy in size from a mere bush to a tall tree : the Flop de 
Quaresraa, or Lenten flower (Lasiandi'a mutabilis) t is beau- 
tiful in bloom of wliite, pink, and dark lilac, and the mauve- 
coloiu-ed bracts of the Brazilian Bougain\Tllea, liei-e of unusual 
stature, are set ofi" by the wild Fuchsia, brilliant with bloont 
of the richest scarlet, whilst the humbler gi-owths of homelj; 
England act foil to the gorgeousness and the splendour of 
tlie Tropica. 

* Figneitft Jo loferno." This and II has pruli*l>lj been introdaeed from HiK> 

' " tromtieUeink" (tnirnpet-trev), am the ctostou into Miniu. 
genera] namca for all vnrietios of the Da- f The Imrk of tliu tree lb nsed m nUuJ 

tn™ E»traraonio, nr Stramonium. Tlie djc. 
coauaon arUwt is the BnignukUBla vandiila. 
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We hare been riding foui* houi*s, we are hungry as hunters, 
and so, with another glance of admiration at externals, we bid an 
revoir to our good ** master of the horse '* and all his mules, we 
enter the hospitable house, and after the waimest of receptions, 
we suggest breakfast, which does not keep us waiting. 



CHAPTER XXI, 

>-OTES OS GOLD-MINISG IN MDJAS GERAES. 

" Qnand la popnlution wra plus comiiadrabie, et qne l«c Bn<siliaui saoMnt explMM 
lenra mlnra d'une maniure regiillere, on en tirera des sTantagee qn'on ne ptveoRiiit 
pDR aujuurd'hui sous fnire d'inunatiaea saoiiflocM." — Utrkvrgc, Plnfo. Brut. TO. 

Section I. 
GOLD. 

Braziuas ti'avellers of the pre-Califoriiian epoch, St. Hilaire* 
and Walsh for instjince, firmly believing that Dives must eret 
go to the Devil, wei-e fond of exalting, s, la Fenelon, tliose silly 
l)seuilo-Yii-tues,the gi.ldenmeftn.Frugality.Siniplii'ity, Content, L» 
Pauvrete, sa mission dans I'eglise, and so forth. They montlised. 
like St, Paul and Pliny, ad lihitiim upon the evils whit-h gold doefl 
to mankind, and especially upon the evils whioli gold-digging 
done to Minns and other plates, by scratching up a vast extent of 
country, and by diverting industrj- from more profitable nn4 
enduring pursuits. They adopted the sentimental view of the 
metal. Mammon still looked upon the trodden gold of Heaven'a 
pavement. They remembered tlieir "gold alone does passion 
move;" their "aiiri sacra fames," the "aanimirrei)ertiira," "ets 
melius situm," the "am'i sanies," and "bane for the human race; 



• " Qold ■»...<: 

Hud DDterpriiiing 



> iliBPorereJ lij aiidadon 



lUHi onwrpniiing iiien. Hvantis ni Mvea- 
toren setUing apan lidiea ]Uuinunced witli 
all tlie eugEentioD of liape anJ iloire ; a 
•ocietj fnniied in Ihc midst of etery frimB, 



m*xn mw a bcdidiulcq ot omer bj i 

lary law, and •ofteucd by the baraing mta 
andtbceflcmiiuteiadolcnoe of the climate; 
Bome momeoti of Bplendour and prwli- 
gatity ; a melandioty decadence and niiiu 
— luch is briefly the history of the ProTince 
of Uoyai 1 BDch is Uia course of evcnta in 
almost all gold'liearing countriea." (St. 
Hil. III. i. SOS— S). 

Aeniinientallsni is prr m imfutnbic : it 



is to comnton tense what mvtsi^ijnica an 
to pbfurs. But the amialjle author fa^ ' 
that Goysi. ■ tyjn of the inner Bnud 
would liave icmained h liuuiiant waa 
letunted by cannibal " Indians " had nu. 
its mines atttncled mlnniats. He ignoivi 



ture of pro^rem, by tiuuing I 

Nature, and by libenting poateritjr b 

the thialdom of mere animal wants. T ^^ 

in om day desert California baa b«c«M 

under the gold-digger's hands the HOI 

wine-growing eounti? ot the Weet 
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uliiL>jt thej forgot tliat the prei^nus ore is a mere matter nf ti-affic 
lilit timber, com, and mne. They probably expected men to 
<ultivnte llie miserable potato when theii- grounds grew giiiiieas 
iii diamonds and gold : tJiey perhaps wished tlie peaeant to throw 
fcack, on philanthropic principles, liis gold and diamonds into the 
Btreaiu tliat jHelded them. They instanced the decay of mining 
cities ajid villages, as though ruiu were the result uf distiu-bing 
tlie bowels of the eaith — "n dispensation of ProWdence," as 
tiey call it who assume the pleasm-es and duties of directing the 
course of " Providence." Even the civilized Castelnau laments 
the " hochets de la vaiiite himiaine," which prizes tlie diamond, 
ignoring the fact that it is a mere coin of higher value, an un- 
bnniuble bank-note. 

Far wiser in tlieir generation were the Brazilian wiitera, who 
considered tlie miner, like the tiller of the ground, one of the 
Stnte's twin-pillars. They justly attributed the decay of the 
i""shroom mineral settlements to ignomnce of physical science, 
iiiiii to the workings of a destractive political system. They 
I'H'ked forward to the days when " deep mining " will leave 
'iiiLo land for agriculture, but they also knew that land is here a 
i!i^f. and that mining soils are, as a rule, not worth cultivating. 
'ill they dismissed objections against mines of diamonds and 
"111 as readily as if tliey had been levelled against mines of coal, 
'■upper, or lead. 

These chapters will show, I trust, that the exploitation of gold 
nnd diamonds has but just commenced in Alinas Geraes, and indeed 
in all the Bi'azil. Martiin Afl'onso de Souza, after touching at 
Pfmarabnco, Bahiii, and Rio de Janeiro, east anchor on August 
li, 1531, off the island of Cananen, now called Ilha do Abrigo — 
Ish' of Shelter. There he found a certain Francisco de Chaves, 
known as the "Baeharel," who is said to have lived thirty years 
upon tlie seaboard, and who truly infoimed him that gold 
abounded in the near interior. The great voyager sent on 
September 1 of the same year a party of eighty men, com- 
manded by Pedi'o Lobo. This, the first Baiideim,* was destroyed 

* " llcui'leini " is priinadly a flsg, Bundeira. " Murtim AITnnso nuilv nn 

fiecdiulaTilr n troop audcr a Aug ; the want iuuucuuibFuI eipudilion southwnrd io(a tlie 

gained ■ wide sigDificaoci] in Silo I'nulo, interior, in seui^h of minei, (rotn which 

which, between 1650 and 1750, sent forth he returnisl "ilh the loss of eightj Euro- 

lhoBerodoubtableConiandM«liichaxiilored inauiB." The g«»t eaptjuu, who SMnu 

and tonqnered the interior. Southeyli. 43) naver lo hnKO failod, i»ilHi from C 

hu )«ft s atidlj iiwhled ticfount of the fint on Sept. 3U, 1G31, explored the ] 
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*tftMakB.* I'hi Ite tflfar htmL fen. aa in Cormnll, f 
MaAiMtf to IB OMt •• «w( dfa«rtMB of ■iltHifema;* \-eiiH li 
ta«ft awHdvA. Ik is f npifcrtT' tst U uei hy the " ( 
■Mto^i Jfa nfe* «f TOliwt ii i Mta , ttmmeHei with the g 
■wittiMl MiiiliiiB iflli ipiilii ■iilli " In the Brkzila 
lk# — K»aT MMHka <kHK uc wtasOr meniiional. PIb 
(XKR& U» K n^ is MOii^ tfert Oe fiuDond, if h 
Wnkvl "^ mIihms ~ %t kA conaifeM. bat m irae iliunond, i 
MM «a^ < fe«»a w cIm* f n\iwirr vitt ^uU. SnA w^ nwy r 
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ox GOLD-SI I N'INt; IN M1NA.S GERAKS, 



: part nf the Ilvtiz!! at least, gold is invai'iably 
led by some form of iron. The same may be said of 

Id deposits of Minns Gevftes may be divided into three 
B, all the produce of pninitive and metamorphic rocks.* 

rtz or Cascalho gold j I 
itinga; and 
tic formations. 

specimens of quartz-gold «hown to me at once siiff- 
lifomia and the Guinea Coast, and the works which I 
« Sao Fi-ancisco River were of the rudest description. 
I divide it into three kinds. The first is Ouro do Rio 
rego, " stream ore " : it is either loose or embedded in 
galettes, and kidneys of quartz, sandstone, granite, 
Itacolumite," taloose-schist, or the conglomerate ealled 

This gold, being deposited at different epochs by " rain 



UerouB quarte veim nn Ihs 
lure proved tlut tlie ileiioiniB 
Kt MoSiwd to tbe Silurian 
tended b; Sir Boderick Hot. 
kre also extended iDto tlie 
»d. I teoBd no fosBiiii whiclr 
be d«te of the Miuas rocks. 
Ihu," or ■' Pedn do Ciucalho," 
Cwcalbilo," ii a ci«i«« grnel 
miin; vuietin of qaarti, hihI 
be tlie matrii nf gold sod 
[ iMir ntgge>t that it is the 
lUo, Ibe Segntilum of Pliny : 
tes, bowerer, uiuallj derire it 
or" nnd "calcniui," making 
tu with " peJregulfao, " or 
■ alvays roonded and water- 
ed tn the Bogular gurgulhu — 
lihftll presentljr spaik. Some 
tile word, pci4iatis comctly, 
kituile. " Cascalho be com' 

rintea aitjuiuaj de quaitio 
fenv wgUoso, a que ds 
mlo palm dt Oani/n " (JosS 
■gea HiaanlDgicii, p. 9). So 
G3) explaiim "Cascolbo" to 
*Tell; soil in vhich the ore 
litd," uid in nnotber place 
compoHt of eartbjf matter and 
111 deSaitionB are equally i 









clays of the conatiy, or upon the loose 
uiDil uJleil " l>eamoiite. " ' There UV 
minor diviBloDB dE "CaBalho" as " Oiw- 
c»ibo de Taboleiro," fonnd on river hanks 
and high lands ; thia is either rounded or 
angular. The " Casotlho do vaio do rio " 
QoaivH from tlie Btream bed. and is alwayB 
waWr-roUed. Again the "Canealho oor- 
rido " is that which us innch worked Ly 
water, oppoeod to the ' ' CaecoUio Tirgem " 
when it is pudding-stone altape- 

% The ttord must not be confounded 
with the FortagneM " Cao)^" a yoke. It 
is evidently a rantaiaCion of " Ac&ngn," in 
Tupy a heeil ; thus ws And the nama at 
pUeea " C&ia-Cingii," monkey's head, and 
"To>i»nhu 'acanga," nigger's head, from 
"'l^ip(inh(iuii"(Tidgar comiption), a negro 
or nogresa. John Mawo (ii. 21) orrone- 
oualy writes this " Tapinhna-Canga, " and 
saya " Conga eist la nom de quarts femigi- 
neoi." We have seen Job* Bonifneig give 
it to ongnlar quartz fragments in argilhi- 
ceoua iron. It ie a general term for niiy 
atone with an inin capping, and therefore 
ealled "Podra de Capote" (cloaked Btotie) 
in SSo Pa>i1o. Dr. Conto dechuve UiM it 
has often been applied to what ia really 
ocihraceous copper. 

We find in Pliuy {ixxiU. 21) an allnsiim 
to then upper fonmaions, the " gold 
tliat U thus fonnd In tL« Mrtace miat is 
known to the Romans «a ' talu^um- 
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nnd rivers," extended from the surfnce to twelve and even t 
feet below it. As n riile, howeiev, it was soon cxlmii&ted. 
second fonnatiou was known ns " Oiu'o tie Gupiara," goldi 
roof, a tenn verj- variously explained.* Here the ore was 
with the Buperfifial clay, genei-ally red, rarely black ; it was 
extracted and soon. The third kind of gold was termed " 
fie Pedi-eiro," gold in stone, and was supposed to be snppli 
little veins nf quartz ramifying through rock. This, lie 
was tlie only tme mine ; all the othere were mere washinga 

In tlie Jacutinga, as in the quartz, the gold ia visible ami 
free. But the precious ore it^ so minutely and mecha: 
disseminated in the pyritic fonuatiims, that it seems to be a 
metal. This ia the nature of the Mon*o Velho mine, and I 
ages to come will be the anriferons Htone quarried in the '. 
My aecomit of it will be somewhat tedious. Deep gold-d 
in m-aeiiical and other p.\Tites is, however, so interesting, a) 
difficulty of separating the precious ore is so gi'eat, that 
mite of infonnation has its value. The description 
minerals will be mainly taken from the "Annual Aesay '. 
for 1861," an able m-ticle by M. Ferdinand Dielzsch, the pr 
Reduction Officer of tlie Morro Velho Company, 

The aiu'iferous ore delivered by tins mine is compo 
magnetic iron and ai-senical pyrites, in a containing n 
quarti'.. The specific giarity of the lode ranges betwe 
and 4'0. The composing minerals may be quoted in the fol 
succession with respect to their metallic properties and i 
value. It must he borne in mind that the formations pai 
one another almost imperceptibly. 






■ I >ielieye iiiis word to lie * comiplitm 
at the Tu|iy ' ' Cuiiidrn, expluned 1iy tbe 
Diet, u ' ' alpeiulre, varondn, ti ahed or 
■wning (TcnuiiiaL);"Uiu pco|i]e ud the ^o 
VmnoMo Itivor still u» it for > tjled rouf 
Biitiportgil bj iHHlA and without trsllx. 
Joei B<inkfaciD(V>'<e^>>> 8) writes (Juaplare 
{in wMoh he !• falloweJ Ir/ Caatulnaa) will 
tnUwIuteB it ' ' cucnlba niperfiL-ial, " which 
fullows eontonnably tlie irregiilaritieB of 
the ground. St. Hilikiie (1. i. 247) hu 
rightly aastrted, "on dUMgne ce owonlho 
par te mot ds gnpi&ra, l cause de la rcs- 
iwmhlaDCic qn'oflrent la forme ct U poeition 
de u ooncho avec les Tdritablea gapiiiras, 
Ijetiu toita triiuigutikirea qui a'aTancent au- 
'~ ' piguon dua mniaoiia," — lie bml 



better have wiid attached to tfa 
the dwelling- haUHe. In GardDei 
"(Mipiaiai " corrapteil to "copii 
raniUh : hut that good lutur 
ohservant traveller gave littla ttl 
kinguagea. BitiiueuteT prefer* 

of the ccnmtr;. Mr. Hon; 
(p. M) explains " timpian " 
nlluTial itepudt whose nikue ll 
be the unused bod of a atream i 
wbercns it allndea tn the envea 
of 8 hill. 1 oWrve that that 
acbotar, Sr. J. de AlsDcar (in 
p. lOfl, and other workBl writei ' 
and Moraea (Diccianuio da lin 
lUHueail, "Sopiora." 
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1. Ai-stenical pjTites or mispickel ■ does not fomi a large pro- 
1 tion of the mineral, but it is the principal gold-bearer. Some 

I ■ i-imens have j-ieldeil when assayed fiom twenty to forty oitavusf 

.(ton. More generally it is mixed with the magnetic pyriti- 

ftTinis matter, when it gives from sixteen to twenty oitavas of gold 

in assay, and from five to seventeen in reduction. It is the usUid 

silverj'-wliite or steel-coloured mineral, shining with metallic 

l';-ire, finely diffused in specks and dots, with a specific gravity 

i:LU pure of 6'20, The Brazilian miner calls it " antiraonio," a 

11 1 ird explained by Dr. C'outo to mean copper-pyi'ites, with ir-on and 

L sulphur, cubical or hexahe(U'al, well crystallized and eolom-ed like 

[ pale gold. The countrj' people declare " that there is much fii'e 

in it." It is evidently subject, when joined witli other bodies, to 

■nibUBtiou, as shown by the old experiment of makuig artificial 

li-aiiofs by bui'ying in the eai"th a paste composed of u-on- filings 

liul Hulphm-, kneaded together with water. 

2. Common iron (Martial) pyrites (Fe Su'), Alarcasite or 
Mundic.i is more abundant tlian No. 1, but it is far inferior in 
ftoriferous yield. Almost pure specimens, witli a shght admix- 
ture of quartK, give eleven oitavas per ton, the yellow stone of the 
"West Quebra PanellaMine" gives only six, and when the grains 
of the liuger crjstals are embedded in quartz, the per-ceutage is 
even less. A superabundance of iron pyrites is almost as 
mtogoniHtic to gold as a preponderance of the quartz leaven. 

• AcconliDg to BcneliuB (Fb S= + Fu As"), or (Fc S" + F« Atl. Tho proi^orligna .-uo 
(uioiulj >lal«d, €.g. 

too .... 3a-01 86-00 

Areeni,' .... 42-88 i'lW 

Sulphur . . . 21 08 21 'lO 

lOO'OO lOO'UO 

fi-iglitii, still preserved, lire, — 
= 1 vintem. 
^^^ = 1 tostio or luatilo. 

^^B 33 rinteiui -> 1 oilnva ( = 1 1^ dracbm avuirdupois), 

^^H S oilBVon •.• 1 oDVR or ounce. 

^^F 8 ounces = 1 mjuco. 

^ 2 marcoo = 1 lb. ■') ■ ■"■ 

WiB populu' gold weiglil in the oituTii = tlja eighth imrt of 8 liTli of our ounco Truv, 
ud 101 oltaviu = 1 ll>. Truj. ' 

I oonut uvlentaiid tiby the Enfffidi Minbg Compuiios in tlii: llmil penat iu Heniling 
io \arga aciminta oJcnUbMl by oitiivm insleiul of ounce* uid |ioiin<la. What tan be nioro 
ridimlnua Ihnji «ueh ligiire* ax S oitiiviui ( = 1 o>.), IS oilATiu, and so forth f 

The oilava o£ cnane varies nith the quality of goU nod the rate of eschuijte. Th»t (■( 
Morro Vdho, atemguis 19 c&ralH, is now (July, 18(I7| = 3 $154, and Iho ouaco ii 

riflwi n goml Iimw \a Vlu: ftiaiW as i«\\ »-* 




flOS THE HIGHLA>'1*S OF THE BlUZn, [cm>. 

A wurking miner couipnred the l»U«r to th« Boil, the forme 
it(t maDure. It in liable also to spontanvous combustiot] « 
deromposed bv coutai-t with moisture. The mineral has 
DvrmaJ metalhc lustre liDd brassy rellow colour, it is fonti^ 
minute dots of well diffused metal, ia cubes and in crystaOi 
masses, each face half an inch and more in breadth. Altba 
it readilr tarnishes, the ignorant often mistake it for gold, n 
is scattere<I in large deposits about the valley of tlie Sao Frniu 
River, and in the Provinces of Minas and Sao Paulo. My 
tinguishcd friends, the Commendador Jose Vergueiro of YHfl 
iind tlie Deputy Antotiio de Souza Prado D. C. L, of Sao P( 
showed me specimens of it. The former foimd them npot 
estate near Rio Claro, the proposed terminus of the Sa 
and Juiidiahy Railway, and the latter brought tliem from 
Cavern of I'araunpnnema, about eighty direct miles west-w 
west of Sho Paulo the tity. 

8. Magnetic ii-on i>yrites* or proto-stdphm-et of iron, fi 
•the laigest rield of pyrilic matter, but in assay it shows a 
gold contents, rarely exceeding 1-50 to 2 oitavas per ton, 
occurs in the usual hexagonal crystals, foliated, someti 
massive and of fine brassy lusti-e. 

4. The quartz matrix is mostly white or grejish, someti 
smoky, bhie-black, imd black. Pure and without iij-rites, it 
formerly supposed never to contain gold ; but of late six pi* 
some say two or thi'ee pieces divided into six, have been f( 
with the pi-eciouB ore embedded in them. Quaitz is gene 
mixed with pyrites of the highest am-iferous qualities, and v 
it foiTiia the staple, as in the West Baliia and the Cham 
grounds, the whole body yields a fail- average. It was i 
i-eniorked tliat tlie ore often ajipeaiB poor in pyrites, but thai 
pjiitifei-ous matter [jroduees as much as 8'66 oitavas per 
In places the quiulz is invaded by "capel," hard, whit«, 
poor quai-tzose matter, gi'ently distoiiiiig the contiguoos 
taining rock, and presenting in cavities magnetic ii-on pyt 
Bpathose iron, and ciystallized copper pjnites. 
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iCIay slate, sometimes chlorJtic (mica^ous), luostiy Uicoso 
a and silicic agid), called by the English miiiei* " killiis." 
|Rmoiplious or laminated, generally of dull leaden colour, 
:eedingly hard ; it trfiversea the cjutaimng rock iu places 
rotnides into the lode, "teeth" or small branches, "horses" 
ses, and "bars" or dividing walls. Much of it has 
iferoiis pyiites, and even tlie highly charged pails rarely 
; than two to tlu-ee oitavna of gold in assay, or one 
I three -quarters of an oitava at the works. The yield is 
inced bad when the killas and quai'tz exceed the p^iites, 
[ when tliey are nearly equal, and good when the pyrites 
' This clay slate is aepai'ated as much as is possible 
e ore before the latter is fonvarded to the stumps, and 
whole body of mineral is brought up to a higher 
idard than the bulk received from the mine. As the subjoijied 
figures will show,f the large quantities of valueless stuff cause 
grest delay iu the " spalling Hoot's ;" and "killas" stamped 
togetlier with rich stone, occasions a heavy loss in line free gold. 

Tlie gold daily treated in the Eeduction works is deiuved fi'om 
RD intimate mixture of these minerals. The rarer formations 
are — 

Calcai'eous spar, commonly called " pearl apar." This sj-stent 
of cai-bonate of lime is found in modified rhomhohedi'a, hard but 
deavable, usually white and crystalline, but sometimes of a 
delicate pink, with the appearance of marble. I saw a speclmeu 
of it adhering to the lode iu its transition to killas. 



more [hiiu fifty ixlr ccutt 
tha ilry u'eather, pnf Uio 



* SomeliiDee, honevcr, Ihu Hehcat am docs not 

oE ii]rT<te». 
■I- About 300 tonn of eiaS, moro in tha vot iKMOa, 

lUilj «ipen«e> oi the mitio : 100 tona givo n fur profit. 
IMring th« six montha, Hareb to AiiguEt, ISBS, wd havo the fotJoirliig uamptibitiDa ;- 

The minenl raiwd from tbo luinc, a totul of C3,G98 tons. 

Daring the previous sin moDtlis 46,639 ,, 

i>iiriiig Ibe tix months ending Aiigont, 1665 40,014 „ 

Hie kUtaa rejected M liead-qDMrtuni, ^ 

liiit iB-traale.l at Ibe Praia Works ^22,383 tflus, or 40 itrccat, ouqtiantitynil«d. 

anuninted to J 

During the iircWniiB aiy months . 17,103 „ SUli ,, 

During the BiimonlbHcnciiDgAuiniat, ( n, ,,- „„,, 

1805 i ^^'^^' •• "" - ■• 

The BTSiage j^cld of gold ii«i' ton i-aiacd has G'PTl DJMtU: 

During the pretiooB six months (I'323 ■> 

During the six months ondiog August, 1605 .... 4 '885 

The avemgo yield of gold per ton sWunpOel '''IV' . - 11 '048 

Daring the preTiDumix months ... ... 0088 

l)uring th« six niunlhs ending Augiut, ISSii ■ . ■ • • ti'US 




ince of Minas. 

An-agoiiite, in wliite vesicnltuB 
ftie tihowii witli iiitigDetic iron pjiT 

Traces of copiier, i-rystnllizetl 
foimd in the lode luid the 
been exftiniiied. 

Silver in Minns, as elsewlieve, i 
The mine which the Jesuits i 
WHS, some sny, this " electnnn ; 
^iilena highly argentiferous. The \ 
hilver ill eliemical combiuatioii ' 
not extracted on tho spot, A reiw> 
Attained the proportion of 16"50 per 
or ingot, contains lOJ to 20 per cent 



Si;tTioN ] 
THE BBAZILIAN MIH 
I'otlugul, the weateni terminus oi 
to tlie present dny the most lioioi 
laiigungo approiiclies nearest to the 
ti'ess of the world. Her juiople slih 
perseverance, often deyenerRting int 
buleat love of liberty ; tliej] 



iiough so far removed from its etlmic centre luid mixed with 
iriety of jaiTiiig elements, it ia easily recognized. 
Ilie admirabk' old naturalist, Pliny, telling us how "gold ia 
Old," describes tlu'ee different ivays. The first ia by washing 
I saud of running waters for stieam ore ; the second is by 
ing shafts or seeking it among tlie di'bris of mountains ; and 
I third method of obtaining gold ("which auqiasaes the labours 
the giants even") is by the aid of galleries driven to a long 
The following sketch of gold-inining in the Brazil 
I show how little the Roman system has been cliauged since 



the first ex|iloitatiou was by simply panning the auiiferous 
1 taken from the stream-beds, and this we shall see practised 
the present da)'. The next method was the "lavra," or 
soperScial wasliing. The liumus was stripped off n'ith the hoe, 
And the red-gold clay, or the auriferous " cascalho" (gravel and 
sand) was cut into sqnai'es and lines by shallow trenches. The 
washers always chose an inclined plane, and a head stream was 
conducted to the cuttings by split bamboos or hollow ti'ees. 
This simple " hydraiihcking " caiTied down the fiee channel 
,'ijld — tlie canalicium, or caiialiense of Pliny — which was aiTested 
tiy gi'ass sods or blankets ; these were afterwards washed in a 
■' coehe," or ti-oiigh ; the dust was then panned in a gamella, 
(■r caruinbe," and this ended tlie simple process. A slight 
improvement iu these " stream works " was made by the 
" canoa," an oblong of bricks, tiles, or rough plinking, which 
facilitated the washing of the " pay-dhi." In the Far West this 
industry still prevails ; it disappears witli the exhaustion of 
those superficial deposits of gold which more or less have existed 
iu eveiy known country of eaily formation. The effect of such 
washing was to leave the land a " caput mortuum of stubborn 
sterility " which can only be cured by manuring, f an operation 
beyond the means of the actual Brazil. Other »-iId " washing " 

• TIb "OaiDelk" useJ iu boIU- washing 
ia larger thin the " baUa " (eijitunal in 
Clu4>. 12), flat, round, and Isckiug tha 
ludlow point in the «ciitr«. Tlis " Ca- 



ipuiwlb. According to 6t, Uil. it it the 
"IndUo" term (or the "tcaillo do tortiie." 
In the miiiitrr ikhIh the ilonal *[niour of 
tha anwdiila i> nill UMd an « poutih or 



t It Li uid tliM even in tliete briok-lik4 

iKiilg coSee ami sugar, at any nto monioo 

and loUEe, con be grown in holes filled 

with ■ mixture ol north and aunura. The 

smalt |>ita are dug st inlervaU oC bix feet, tbey 



diamBter and about 
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coiitiivuuces will be noticed ill the following pages, aa they, 
present themselves ou the river and the road. ^ 

The " cata," or pit, haa already been alluded to ; t'roiu these 
holes gold in gi-ain nnd nuggets— the pelagee and palacumte of 
Pliny— was extracted, after which the ground was supposed to 
be worked out. This system, like tht: " lavia," was peciJiarl/ 
the work of the " Oarimpeiio," " the contrabaudist and free 
lance. The first improvement which required more hands, and 
especially slave-labour, was tlie open cut called " tallio aberto," 
or Socavao. Some of these works, the " Carapueuhu " at 
•Taragui, for instance, near Sao Panlo, are extensive ; but suffi- 
cient slope was not given to the banks, shoring up was not 
Judged necessaiy, and the sides being well undermined, fell in. 
Thus a few negioes were crushed; their "almas," or ghosts — 
much di'eaded in the Brazil — haunted tlie spot, and soon hunted ■ 
away tlie stoutest hearts. 

The most enterprising tried the " Serrilho," which we trana* 
hitf "shaft ;"t it was, however, generally an inclined plane, a 
mixture of shaft and galleiy. The precious metal was attacked 
with charges half powder, half sawdust ; the slaves bore in 
buckets or wooden platters aiuiferous matter to a water-mill, 
working, perhaps, a pair of iion-shod stamps upon a hard, flat 
stone. The operations were carried on uudei' a shed, always 
placed for better surveillance near the ow^ler's house. When the 
" batea '" and " gamella " had done tlieir work, a rude Hiualgani 
was sometimes tried, as in eaily California, aud tlie loose iiiei- 
cury -was recovered by squeezing thi-ough leather. They retorted 
it by placing the amalgam in a heated brass vensel, covered witli 
green leaves. The latter, when parched, were removed with the 
sublimated globules on the inner surface. But tlie Braxilian 
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._..._ ....,^ton KB proaonnoed, peorkwbioh have fallen from d«»jc<l pQc* 

Oriapriro:" it m the Spnnuh "Oun- of o^Btera inlo the und. 
bwmo," made Umiliiu bjr M. Oattave t " Shaft " ia hare iised of »dls or pita 

AimBrd und Ciptain Mnyne lUid. The open (« the mrfaco, whether i>erpendical«r 

"Ovunpo"is the place whore bo *wk», m net, the "whin-shaft" nuw* tin on 

tho*wd i« Mill .applied depreciatingly to l* the snrfaee : " ainkinga " are dowawanl 

any digging on a small scale, (larinipoiro escaTaUona, "lereta" when horiitmlaJ, or 

CQtrwponda wilh our "night itmcekor," nearlywi, mid "riaiiiKB," thoae tliat oacend. 

men who employ the hoim nf lUrknera iii The " adit," or " adit-leTel," ia the diirf 

rol'biog rirh hnlca ot (tii|icrficial gnhl. drainage ttmnel cat to the anrfnc^ at tbu 

Arcnrding totho IHelionnriffi, which ignoi-c loweat couvonient spot; " levela " genc>' 

"Qarinipo," " Q>nin]<eiiv " la a Bnuiliaii nklly are boriiontal ^leriea ex<aTat«] in 

*ord i StorMi aii^Mta that it ia a comip- metolliferoua voioB. and " 

tjna "f Arij>fir<., Tmm Arii«ir. I« fotlo-i iUomc in non-meUllifer""-. 
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i.iuerwaa ever carelet^s about timbering and walling; he little 
regarded lighting or ventilation ; the Davj' and the Geordie were 
equally unknoivn to him ; he ignored pumping on a large scale, 
and thus, when his mine became watered, he was compelled to 
quit it. Rude, Jiowever, as was his system, we shall see that it 
has been adopted by all the best English miners of the present 
day, and that the latter have been satisfied with a few and 
unimportant improvements. 



1 

tie I 

3re 1 

le, 1 



Section IH. 
ENGUSH G0LD-3tfINIKQ IN MINAS. 
The first Enghsh Company dates fi-om 1824, and was known 
!us the Gongo Soco, or " Imperial Brazilian M inin g Association." 
The diggings, which we shall presently pass, were in S. lat. 
10° 58' 30*, and W. long. 43° 30',» about forty-eight miles north- 
i"t of Ouro Preto, and twenty-four miles south-east of Morro 
I Uio. Barometric measurements by the Austrian mining 
ii|,'ineei', M. Virgil von HelmreJcheu, place it 3360 feet " above 
I the sea at Rio de Janeiro." Gongo Soco was in the then muni- 
I cipality of Caethe ; now in that of Santa Barbara. 
' The first owner was a Coronel Manoel da Camnra de Noronha, 
who dug about the middle of the last century.t His son Isi- 
dore, who died in poverty, sold it about 1808 for 9000 crusados 
I to the Comniendudor and Capitao Mor Jose Alves da Cunha, a 
Portuguese, and to his nephew by marriage, the Barao de Catas 
I AUhs. The fonner, about 1818, pushed levels into the true 
'■*de, on the tlanks of the " Tejuco Mount ;" and it is said that 
li.re 1824 he exti-acted in one month 480 lbs. of gold. The 
: i:ii-on inherited the property, bought out by private arrangemeni 
■ il others who had claims upon itf and offered it for sale. 

yii: Edward Oxenford, who had travelled in the Brazil as a 
Mascate. or itinerant merchant, returned to England, advocated 
tlie purchase, and was sent by the Association to examine the 
uit^, in company with Mr. Tregoniug. as chief mining captain. 

* TUe ohsfrv»tion» were wken bj Mr, London, Edin., and Dub. Phil. lUg. and 

Villiam Joiy Henwood, F,K.9,, F.aS.. JnurnfU n( Sdenco, Juno, 1848. 
Chief Commifwioner o( tho Oolil Mines of t Mr. Walfih is in error whm he M»rt» 

Oonyo Soro, (JhIh Praia, elti. , Etc, : this that a PnrtngneM named I 

•dcnttllG man ii still, I believo, liring. father of Isidom, fint workeil thi; I 

Hit p^wis vern prinleil in the Phil. Mn^. the (i»ngn RiTtr. 
me, iiriii,, n.. 364— B, nnd in rJju 
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The reports were favourable. Tlie Baron parted witli his rights 
for £70,000 (others say £80,000), and the sanctiou of Iba 
Imperial Govemiuent was obtained on Sept. 16, 1824, on con- 
dition of receiving the annual " quinto," — ciuiously high, 
twenty-five per cent, of gold extracte<l. This was idose upon 
the " all -speculating year, 1825," when one of 999 speculatioD: 
was the " PotoHi, La Paz, and I'eiiivian Mmiiig Associtition.' 
How little creditably to national honour ended that " graiide et 
belle entreprise," the leader may see in the lively pages of 
Mr. Edniond Temple.* 

In 1825 Gongo 8oco was visited by Caldcleiigli, who coxHA 
not enter the mine, the owner being absent. In March, 1827. 
the first superintendent, Captam I.yon, took command. This 
is Lieutenant Lyon, It.N.,+ who travelled to the Fezzan, where 
Ml-. Ritchie, chief of the mission, died of anxiety and bilious 
fever, on Nov. 20, 1819. He also bought the Mono Velho 
groimd from its owner. Padre Freitas, and sold it to the " S. John 
Del Rey " Compajij'. 1'he speculation prospered. In December, 
1827, tlie (luiiit paid at Ouro IVeto was £20,982. Gongo Soco 
liad become an Fnglish village in tlie tropics, with its ehurcU 
and chaplain consecrated by the Bishop of London, and thl 
forty original Iiands had increased to 180 Englishmen, assisted 
by GOO free labourers and blacks. I Mr. Walsh, who visited tha 
place in 1828, draws a pleasant picture, and the gi'ound is said 
to have ab-eady produced 736 lbs. of gold. 

In 1880 Ciiptaui Lyon was succeeded by Colonel Sken-ett, who, 
by judicious niilitar>' discipline, kept the mine in " apple-pi« 
order;" he introduced the excellent system of making tfas 
negroes their own "feitoi-s," or overseers. Colonel Skerreti 
left because his salaiy was not increased from £2000 to £3000 
the Comj)any, as often happens, showed itself penny wise and 
pound foolish, and tlius lost a valuable ser\ant. The decline 
and fall of the establishment at once begu 

■ "Trovels in Various PsrU <J Peru, J Dnriut'tim Bf8tyKiii',«Leii OiegraitoA 

including a Vear'B EesiJencB in Potosi,"' by ileiith ww Ihree fMJiiiniB, the emptiijt^i 

Edniond Tewple, Rnighl of tlie Kojal nnit incluiting forty EnglishnieD, numbered fftOti 

IltRtingnifihed Order nf CharJw III. In Did hiftliedt number <nu 'J17 Sunqi«(ii^'i 

■2 Vols, Collrum Mul BcntliT, 1830. Tho -Mi Braiilinns, und 60(1 »1kt». When ■' 

nirratiTo msbe* nno blimli for ths Tolooi ininc ww " broken" iLcre 

&c. Mining AE«0(Utian. I-auu unit 447 olavcii, 

+ Dr. Ijardudf cuJIb him tho " Northern 
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ter Colonel Skerrett came 5Ir. George Vincent DuvaJ, in 

About thia tiiue it was visited by Dr. Gartbier, whn 

ribes it as a thick Btmtiun of fen'ugiuous Itacoluniite, witli 

tclination of 45", and based upon clay slate, containing great 

^Bes of ironstone. Upon the Itncolumite lies a bed of auri- 

las JacHtinga, fifty fathoma thick, and upon this again ia 

^oltunite. About half a mile tij the south of tlie mine he 

fud B couch of cryBtaUi/.ed and liighly sti-atitied liniestone, 

Ippittg out at tlie same angle and in the same direction as the 

r rocks. He visited seven of the nine levels, each separated 

\ seven fatlionis, and tlma he saw 294 of 378 feet, Tliese 

wiee, pierced tlu'ough the soft Jacutinga, were four to five 

t wide and five to six feet high ; they were strongly lined with 

^teen-inch timbers of the hardest Brazilian wood, yet the 

B were broken and cruslied by the weight. The cliief vein ran 

L to west ; thei-e were, however, many shoots or ramifications 

JBch gave gold in bunches — as much as 100 lbs. had been taken 

i in one day. The rich ore was washed and pounded in 

It was concentrated at first by common panning, 

lerwards by amalgamation ; the poorer stuff was sent to the 

mping-mills, and tlien washed. Dr. Gardner found the 

lehitiery here inferior to that of Cocaes, 

But now appeared the truth of the Miner's nxiom, "Better a 

' standard and high produce, than a high standard and low 

From 1837 to 1847 the Brazilian Govenmient libe- 

Hy reduced its qninto to twenty per cent. Jacutinga is 

iQtioUy n "weather-cock mine;" unlike those whose matrix 

hthe rock, it may be lieh to-day, and worthless to-morrow. 

i deep running lines could not be followed, and tlie expense 

■ posts and stanchions, walling every foot, was enormous. 

. Henwood then assumed couiraaiul, and was followed by a 

committee consisting of Mr. John Morgan (senior), Di'. Hood, 

and others. This republican rnle ended the matter, and reads 

a valuable lesson. In 1850 the Goveniment compassionately 

diminished its claims to ten per cent.; in 1853 to five per cent.; 

and in 1854 foreigners wei-e placed on the same footing as 

national industrv, and laboured luitaxed. The large working 

cajtital — too large, indeed, at first — became insufficient, and 

between 1854-6 the Company exiwnded tlie whole of ii reserve 

fand which had accumoUted for y«gn>. The water entered; the 
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matrix was soi)ped to the foundations, and the workmen were 
drowned out, — the fault of nobody but of the dininage. In 
1867 the Commeudador Fraucisco de Paula Santos, to whom 
150 contos were owed by the property, embaigoed the negi-oes, 
na he had a right to do by Brazilian law, and ]ire&ently 
became owner of the mining iiropei-ty. Gongo Soco died deeplj- 
regretted ; it had spread itself into the hrauth mineR of Boa 
Vista, Ban anal or Agua Quente, Socorro, Campeetie, Catas 
Altas, Cata Preta, and Infleionado ; it had fed and fee'd the 
country for thirty leagues around, and it had netted nearly 
£1,500,000.* 

Followed (April, 1830) the " S' John Uel Key," of whose 
origin I have given an account. In 18S5 it was transferred to 
Morro Velho, whilst still preseriTng the name which appeared 
in the Company's original contract. The misnomer sounds like 
the " Exeter Mine at Truro," I retain, however, the compli- 
cated barbai-ism, which distinguislies it from another Sao Jofto 
mine, merely remarking that sucJi hybrid words should be 
banished &om all our maps. For ten years after its removal 
the " S' John" did little, and often that little was in the wrong 
direction. In 1845 its royalty was lowered from ten to five per 
cent. ; in 1865 a reduction of one per cent, per annum was made 
till the extinction of the tax ; and after 1859 it was relieved of 
the onus. During tliat year it began to yield five oitavaa per 
ton, where before it had given two ; the reader will presently see 
the reason why. 

In due succession came up the " Cata Branca " (1832-3), with 
the Morro das Almas, in the municipality of Ouro Preto ; the 
great Cocaes Company (1833-4), t in Santa Barbara, including 
its branches Cuiaba, Caethe, and Macahubas, with its neighbour, 
Brucutu ; and the short-lived Serra da Candonga Company, in 
the Serro do Frio, which ended after two to thi'ee yeai-g. 

* The fieurcs dbiuJIj given show n nntiooHl benvlit at some £333,160, Ibns «x- 

PttLd rojilty to tUetraauiy £310,7771 ,,, „^„ MM lani 
„ Mportdutj . . 22,*03i (Lt. Moniia, £333,1801. 
Aeowding to Lt. Moraea thU Coni|«Dy cirtrwtwl 34,528.068 lU. of gold (20-aumt>, 
lliiu laid ant : — 

Bxpenses £1,018,253 

Income ........ ],388,«e 

Prolll i.'376,lfl8 

t QaHner, Chn)'. 13. T hate giTi>a somo HetiiiU iu Cbap. t1. 
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l^sicept Gocaes, which still lingers on, these nssoeintions lasteil 
till 1844-5 Bud 1850. The failmes nflected the Luiidon market, 
aud gold-miwmg iji the Brazil was uot looked upon with favour. 
Here, as elsewhere in South Americn, the vast treasures pro- 
mised by Montesquieu, Kobertaou, mid Hunilioldt, were not 
realised, ui- rather were reahsed \m i\ certain extent, and — 
tUverted. Convey the wise it call. 

After 1859, when Mono Velho lind "rehabilitated" speculation 
LI] tbeBra;£U. — which bore blame when she deseiTed every praise, — 
other Companies cropped up. Minas had five : the " Este Del 
Rey," including the LavTas do Capiio and the Papafarinha, neai- 
Sabard,* and the Paciencia and S. Vicente, near Ouro Preto ; the 
Norte Del Rey, in the Morro de Santa Anna, including tlio 
Mitquine Mine;+ the London and Brazilian Gold-Mining Com- 
ptuiy (Limited), at Pasaagem, near Mahannaif the " Bossa 
Grande Company," in the municipality of Caethe,t and the 
Santa Barbara-cum-Pari, I in the municipality of that name. 
There is a sixth — the " Monies Ameoa Gold-Mining Company 
(Limited)," establishment in Mai'anhao ; but I see that it is already 
in the market. The total capital of these establi slime nts is 
usually set down at £600,000, Only two, tlie Mihto Velho and 
Ui ft Maquiue mines, have as yet paid ; the Passagem Mine has 
Bttet paid, hut probably will pay, and tlie rest have been failures — 
^^lAozen and a-half losses to two and a-half successes. 
• In the Brazil a gold mine may begin work economically 
enough. The owners of diggings which ai-e supposed to he 
cxiiausted will generally sell cheap, and many would be contented 
with a fair per-centage on profits. The sum of £46,000 suffices 
for puirhasing stock and rolling atfick, for building, and for 
pulling up one set of stamps, — say thirty-six head, which work, 
dming the twelve hours, fifteen tons of ore, through grates of 
u sufficiently fine bore. Assuming the average yield of gold at 
five oitavas per ton, this would produce annually £10,000 ; the 
mine might be put in proper slope within the third year, when 
it shoulii begin to pay. This easy effort of prnder 
its aptitude for good or evil, without seriously t 
sbareholderB, so often victimised under the 
system, and witliout giving to the country an i 
reputation in the mai-kets of Europe. 

^^ • amp. 41. f Chnp. .14. 
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After renilitig ft vaiietv of reports.* I lun tible to deat-iibe tbe 

, Rctual way of "getting up " an Euglish Golil-Eiiniiig Company, 

Limited (as to profits!, in tliis eection of the Braziliau Califomiii. 

A " chief commissioner," quasi self-created, one of the " Twenty- 

I yeare-iii-the-country-and-speak-tlie-language men," begins by 

[ laying before the British public a sjTiopsis of advantages to 

be derived by tlie aclininiaiiyii. His exjierience must tell the 

following fluttering tale in seven chapters. My renders need not 

Biippose from this Deniocritic treatment of the subject that I am 

not in earnest. So was old Rabelais when he wiote, " En 

ycelle bien eultre gouste trouuerez et doctrine plus absconce j " 

and no one laments more than I do the dishonour which such 

charlatanism has brought upon the English name in the Brazil, 

to mention no other parts of South America. 

1. The mine to be is situated in a good central disti'ict, close 
to the cajiital and to other great cities — the " nstu " here is k 
mere village in Euroi>e. If not so placed by Nature, it cJm 
easily be made bo by the simple process of subtiacting distance. 

2. The pasture, the supply of timber and fuel, and especially 
the waterj ai'e abundant and of the best quality. 

3. The ore, the lay of the lode, and tbe fonnation and tbe 
mineral characteristics generally, are similar to those of " St. 
John Del Rev." It may be well to invent some such high- 
sounding and well-known names as " West Del Key" or " South 
Del Key," upon the same principle which till late yeai"S called 
all coal " Wall's End." If invidious compaiisons are required, 
an allasion may be made to the failm-es of Gongo Soco, Cocaes, 
and Cuiabft. 

4. The original Bi-nzilinn owner made a laige fortime before 
the works fell in, and the miners were drowned out, Anything, 
however, can be "done by on Eugliah Company and Cornish 
miners." 

5. The lode is from ten to thirteen feet wide at grass ; it tB 
at as shallow an horizon as possible, situated above some vall^, 
so that the facility of draining by adits and openings is " of no 
common order." 

6. The dwelling-houses are in a veiT dilai>idated state, neces- 



* 1 can Ge]>ecially cDmmend tUc Reparl 
of the St, John Del Rey Mining Compsnv, 
(Jhkenhnana laiil, now, preaciitwl L«If- 



yefiHy at Uie meetinK »f 
tlic syituni is excellent, 
glBiiiW fdJ tbe tnfunnatii 



^ ■ ^^ 




^M*-, UL) XOTER OX (iOLD-MISISt; IS" MtNAS (iERABa: 

' ' '»-tiiig qimtn prhiiHiit ft Ciisft GduiiIp for Mr. Cumiiii 
' 'liki- outlay. 
T. This splendid field for mining operations munt prove iiiime- 

^iitely remimerative to shflreliolders ; it is nn " ftfl&iii- of fiiets 
111 tigures " — an "investment mtlier than ii speculation." 
maUv, if the pretensions are to be of tlie highest order, tliere 

■ u^t be diamonds and other deposits of which the reporter 
iibstains from speaking." 

Thus the Company will be formed; money ivill be spent, 
- -ihiiig will be made, and, in due time, dissolution will be the 
■■'iimifmcut. Emphfttically tme in modem Minas Geraes is the 
^ panish proverb ;— 

" A gUver uiioc briogB mUiiry. n, gfoid mine ruin." 

Nothing is easier than to suggest a ready and efficient remedy 

■ '■r this undesu'able state of affaiis. The simplest exercise of 
-uductiou and deduutiou of reason and experience shows the 

if'.essity of obtaining accui-ate knowledge before entering upon 
- ni.li speculations. There ought uot to be any difficulty in 
finding a confidential man sufficiently versed in mining and 
mineralogj', and, to speak plain English, above taking the bribes 
which will assiu-edly be offered to him. His i-eport should be 
tiijft], without any regai'd to the small fry of local tradei-s and 
iiopkeepers, — all, of coiu'se, merchants and esijuirea — who, 
v pectin g to profit by the outlay, volunteer golden opinions 
touching the new mine. 

It is said that the Englishman going to India, left bis con- 
science at the Cape, and forgot to take it up on his rettmi. I 
know uot where Eiu'opeans deposit tliese troublesome articles 
when bound for the Brazil, or whether they care to recover tliem 
when en route homewards. It is, however, a melancholy truth that, 
in this country, honesty seems to be the smallest item of the 
adventurer's stock-m-ti'ade. In the mines, as in the railways of the 
Bm/.il. the fault, the caiise of failure, lies, I repeat, not with the 
liraziliaus, but at our door. There lias been the grossest mis- 
management botli at home and abroad. Pi-ivate interests have 
been preferred to public ; in certain notorious cases a system of 
plunder has been organized ; impossible schemes lia^-e been floated 
through the market; the merest spepulatoi-s have waxed rich; 
H wholly neglected^W^^^g^^^^g^O 
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as though it nere expected to grow. The most lameutable resiiU 
is the false compiction iu Euiope that the seed of (.-apital cannot 
be so^s-n proiitiibly iii the Brazil, when there ia no country where,, 
properly husbanded, it would beai- a better crop, 

The Mon-o Velho Mine has opened a new ehaiiter iu provincial 
Iiistory, proving that, even nndei' advei-se tiicumstauces, uiucli 
may be eifeeted by men of honesty and energy, comljined with 
scientific and pmctical knowledge of their profession; and I 
may end this sketch by expressmg my conviction that we have 
well-nigh killed the goose that lay the golden eggs, and thai 
until the present process shall be I'adically changed, it is better 
to leave the gold in the bowels of the earth. 

On the otlier hand, I have something to say about the attitode 
of the Brazil in this matter. 

"Wliat does the mine pay to the State?" ask the well- 
educated. " These atrangei's carry all the gold out of our land«" 
say the vidgar, who would see unmoved a shanty surmounting 
a gold mountain. Lt. Moraea* speaks of seven English com- 
panies, " exploitant an profit de I'Angleterre les licbesses incal- 
culables que la Nature a eufouies dans le sol breailien." He 
calculates that between 1860-3 the Morro Velho Mine should 
have enriched the Treasm-y by " pres un million de francs." 

But in its highly liberal policy the Brazilian Government was 
emphatically right. The educated and the vulgai', who look only 
to monies actually paid, and who fancy that enormous indirect 
benefits mean nothing, are as emphatically wrong. Had the 
Imperial impost not been removed fi-om the Morro Velho and 
other establishments these must have been mined. Those in 
power happily hod the courage to assist their " Do ut des," in 
opposition to the " dog-in-lbe-manger " policy, which is that of 
all half-civilised peoples. 

" Brazileirismo " in the Brazil, and Americanismo iu the 
Hispano-Araerican republics, are never so rampaut as when 
boasting of their country, a vanity even vainer than that of 
vaunting one's bhtli. The " ton-ao aben^oado " (Heaven-blest 
Boil) has past into the category of chaff. The sun. the moon, 

" Rapport i«rtiel sur le Haul .Smi- million of tnmcii (400 conli* or £*0,000). 

FnuiriBco (PwTj), Farwit, 1868). This And Le would lave thrown it all ainr on 

ufficer calcultttoi that between 1860 — ISeS n fanciful canai between the Bio Preto asil 

(tonr ;eara), the Uorra Velho Mine eLouU the Faraagad Lake, in oxter U> imitMe (h« 

bare paid into the BraziJian TieiiBUi^ one HudBon-Champlain, 
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the stars, are subjects of popular braggadocio. '^ You have no 
such moon as that in France," I heard a Brazilian say to a 
Frenchman. 

" No," was the reply : " we have a poor old night-light, well- 
ni^ worn out ; but it is still good enough for us.'' 
. Hence there is prodigiously ''tall talk'' concerning the mag- 
nificent Empire, the wondrous Land of the Southern Cross, with 
its mighty wealth and its splendid destiny. Whatever the latter 
may be, the riches are stiU in the ground, and the nation is 
undoubtedly poor. The capitalist will not, it is a truism to say, 
hazard money in a far country, when it would make as much at 
home; and the many risks to which he is exposed must raise 
his per-centage of profits. 

I conclude, therefore, that if the Brazilian Government listen 
to that bad adviser, the General Voice, it will not deserve better 
fortone than what has befallen English mining and English 
railways in the Brazil. 

As yet, however, let me repeat, the Government in question 
has displayed exceptional sagacity. 
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CHAPTER XXII. 

IJFE AT MOBRO TELHO. 

" Tlie beat time I cim get for matnring a oonuneroial scheme or pljuinmg s eca- 
Toyage, is at church, while the prencher i» preaehing. Away from the c«re 
and bustle of busineBa, under the xouthing Bounda of the Bennon. t hare 
nothing to dirtiirb my meditations." — fVaiii DttAje, qunird in " The Minifl 
Prraehir," bij the Jfrr. IT. Tiiyhr. 

My notes tiiken at the Queen of tlie Minas Gei-aes Mines will 
not, I liope, prove uninteresting. They show what is Eoglisli 
life ill the henil of tlie Brazil, nntl tliey supply some details about 
ii place worth studying. 

The pretty site of the establishment is an irregularly shaped , 
basin, about tliree-quarters of a mile long by half n mile iu 
breadth. The nan'ow valley ends westward iu an hnpatite — 
Voltaire forbids iia to call it a rul (h mc — formed by liigli ground, 
and the Burroundiug liilla rise 700 to 900 feet above the Ribeii'&o. 
This stream, winding enstwai'd, rolls a fiu'ioua ton-ent dttring 
the i-aiuy season, and iu the dry half year the shallow wotert 
thick with mundic and arsenical sliine, must have a deleterious 
effect. The land around has been all disforested, and the vege- 
tation is a mean second gro^lh ; much of tlie humus has been 
drained off by tlie Rio das ^'ellias, and the often fine soil liaa 
been much impoverished. The romantic beauty of shape is still 
there, and on bright days the sun and air make the colouring a 
pleasure to look upon. 

To the north-west rises the Moiro Velho, or Old Hill, that is 
to say, the place first worked, backed by the majestic Cm-ral 
d'El-Rei, hearing 270° from the Casa Grande. To tl»e north- 
west of the modern shafts are the firet excavations made by the 
" antigos," and which duly fill in. About one mile east, and 
bejond the " Mingu Mount," is the " Morro Novo." The latter 
has a qiiartzose vein, bearing "south 60° east;" it was held to 
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LIFE AX MuUKO VELHO. I 

jpid stone at a shallow horizon ; but the question is, will it 

wy exjiloitfttion ? Situated in a contracted, overcrowded space, 

li^tis of the works is ou the western slope of the valley; 

«^«Jit ;,it the huge water-wheels; the long, dwk sheds covering 

^ 1 ■ !ii' Lj lioors strewed with grey ore ; fngine-houses, and small 

-lipd kiosk-shnped builduigs, wliere the brakesmen sit 

I i>I the hauling speed with hand gear. But there ife no 

Miue blowing oft' sooty smoke by day and belching lurid 

1 lames by night; the trees are not poisoned, and the lips do uot 

taiste of chemieals. The bustle and the rattle of the stamps 

in no unpleasant sound by day, and in the dark hours the soug 

- -f ilie wuter-wheels reminded rae of tlie autiunnid waves sporting 

- uid tambliug upon the Scheveringen shore. 

The buildings extend fi'om the northern bank of the Ribeir&o 
Tip the ridge-spur, to an altitude of about J60 feet : here are the 
highest uegio quarters, " Timhuctoo "-—gentle reminder of what 
may have been motherland, and here live the C'nta Branca 
bhit'ks. iEdway up are the various grim entiances to the big 
mine, and below it spiead tlie appurtenances, smithy, spalliug 
tloora, and mining office. This side of the stream is of somewhat 
easier slope than the other. A conspicuous wldtewashed build- 
ing is the blacks' kitchen ; the eastern part is assigned to the 
Padre Peti'aglin. High u]), and sai'ely placed, is the gunpowder 
house, and near it the ceuietetj' where three Europeans were 
buried during oui' stay of one month. A httle bridge (Amal- 
gamation House Biidge) crosses to the southern baidf, where the 
Amalgamation House is ; a rocky rump rises to tlie stables 
Iiigher up, and at 60 to 65 feet of greater elevation is tlie " Ciisn 
Grande." The hill that backs the latter is occupied by the 
Company's' store," and beyond it, scattered over a mile or so, 
lire the quaiiers occupied by most of the officei's. The medical 
men, the assistant stoi-ekeeper, the OathoUc chaplaui, and the 
captain in charge of the mine, lodge on the northein btmk. 

As a nile, the houses ai'e comfortable, witli broad verandahs, 
1 similar tropical appm'tenances. But tlie situation is uii- 
iiolesome; in front, the tfdl Morro Velho, the "impasse" to 
i west, and the high ranges to the nortli and soutli, must 
jede circulation. The low-lying locahty has a climute the 
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reverse of what a climate here slKiuld be : the sun bums by d«y-, 
the nights biing sudden chilliness, and, ns the sojourners in the 
Highlands of the Brazil complain, the foiu- seasons of Eui-ope 
come and go in twenty-four hours. The hend-qunrters aod the 
officers' bungalows might easilj' he removed to higher groand ; 
for instance, to the level a little above the Company's store. Many 
would doubtless declare tliat the place is too fai' from their wco'k, 
but I hold this to be an advantage. All outi that during the 
first mouths of residence they took regular exercise, ajid were in 
the best of health. Presently the Tropics asserted tliemselves ; 
the daily ride or walk became a bore, the noilherners became 
"oaseiroa" — .stay-at-homes — and the end of inertia in the Brazil 
is liver. Much moral coiuTige is requiied for the daily solitAiTi' 
constitutional over a path whose every plant and pebble are 
familial' to the eye ; but the altemative may be thus laid down — 
inevitable " liver," loss of energy, loss of memory, loss of nerve, 
loss of health, and even loss of life. Equally difficult is the 
change of place which I vainly proposed at Sierra Leone nod 
Bathurst. In those pest-houses man is couteut to be " left 
alone" to die. He loathes the idea of change, as the queer pas- 
senger does fat bacon, or llie elderly Englishman a " new view of 
the subject ; " to propose any alteration is personally offensive to 
him, and he duly hates the meddler who does it. 

MoiTo Velho is sub- tropically situated in S. hit. 19° 58' 6""7i 
and the approximate longitude is W. 48° 51' (Gr.)-' The alti- 
tude is that of Sao Paulo, tlie city, a litUe over 2000 feet. Its 
dry season begins, according to the rule of tlie Southern Hemi- 
sphere, in April, and ends with October. During this period 
the thermometer ranges between 61° and 72° F., nnd the air 
contains from 0'811 to I'OOO of moisture (Mason's hyg.). Water 
is seldom colder than 39° F, Honr-froat, however, appears on 
boardings and on tlie grass. Droughts woidd bmn up the fields 
but for the dense moniing fog. oft^n thickening into a drizzle, 
which chills the body. The mist disappears fii-st from the lower 
levels, lighted by the sun of 9 to 10 A.M.+ Then comes a great 

* The ktilude ww takm with n reflect- 3411 F«et 

ing circle by Sr. Henrique Dmnont, C.K "HniMtea 

Dr. Walker with kq Aitie'n KjmpieHnffleter tmip. 63°). 
mnrte the Hltitade SSOO feat : Mr. Qonion t In Dr. Walkor'" Sntiitaq Eeport f f 

:i8S2,(iiid(uiotherab>terviitionwitiitfae8yni- 1S50 we rciul that tliiMe mut« "oorer 

])ieaumeUtr (nir rotditis 48", liquor in tnhc ctvd the euiumita of the teightu," I helierc 

' ■jifheH tliPTinmiietfr Ta"!, inxv: Ihi* imt tn Iw tin eiuw. 



[ sudden i^limigc of tempeiatm-e. Dr. Bui, whose acquaiut- 
I made en passant, at Bahia, found during the first two 
B of hia semce that the difference in the shade amounted to 
° to 23° F. Dr. Walker's observations give duiing four mouths 
I and ft-half a miuimuiu of 46°, and a maximum of 80°.* 

There are usually midsummer showers, called the Rains of St. 
I John. The first fiie-fly appeai-s about the end of July, and the 
[ lost in eaily May, August has a few heavy downfalls. In eaily 
I September the peasant begins to bum his fields, the large South 
American swallow + appears, and the Sabii (Tui-dus Orpheus, 
Jan.), the kokila of the Golden Land, not, liowever, an " Ameri- 
can robin," ushers in the wet season with song. " About the 
same time," says Mr. Henwood, then of Gongo Soco, " the 
humming-bml ceases its low, monotonous chauut, which during 
the cold season may be heard from every low, sheltered bush iu 
ihe open ground (campos) between Gongo and Catas Alias." 

Thunderstorms, here called " trovoadas," 1 sometimes accom- 
panied by heavy falls of hail, usher in the tropical rains, which 
-et in with a will about early November. As usual in the Bi-azil, 
tlie discharge greatly varies. For ten years the average was 
i'H'28 inches; the smallest remembered was 51"57 in 1863 ; the 
iverage between 1864-6 was 63-00.§ 

About the end of Januaiy, or in early Februarj-, is a lair- 
weather inter%'al, like out St, Martin's summer; it is called 
the " Veranhico," little verSo, or summer : during a fortnight 
(IT three weeks the rains cease, and tliere is cloudless sunshine. 
I tawelled through the Province of Sao PaiJo dming the " Indian 

" For March ■Hiemi. Min. 66* Mm. 80" Adie'i Sj»p. Sr-M — 28-40 iucbea. 
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The inn ii id aphelJDa, Jnl; 2nc!— tiis coldest eauma in th«w HigUninlit of tbc 
Umil Tbia teinpcrntiire mainilB ns of the resiiltn obtaineil lij Dr. Blanc at Uagdaln in 
AlmiDU. 
+ The " AnJorinha," It is aim Inioirn bj ila Tupj naiiic, Taper* or MBJoi. The 
rmer most not be coofounded with Tapira, wbicb the T. I>. trankkteii Aldeia TeUui, 
I Sitio AbaDdoDado, and remnikn that itecording to Piaon it alsa nuuoB the 
' Aud■>riIlhi^" which 11 doa not, 

Ctroreadai inuEt not bo <:onfotmded with thu African "lornado," oar 
word applied in n rei'if diiTecsnt meteor, 
ollowinp nre tbi^ figiirw for thr«« yean : — 
In 1861 fall = 61-B8ii 
,. 1803 „ = 6\m 
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THE HlliHLAMJS OF THB BllAillL. 



fool emjA 

iiteide. Illft 
good gr««l 



eummer" of 1667 ; overhead all was delightful ; under fool ei 
thing was detoetuble. 

The only i)rett}' iiart of the Casa Gmnde is the out^e. 
tetreiro, or compoond, is a tlftt space laid out with good gnnl 
walks and with attenipts at turf — an Anglo-lropical lawn, llio 
edge of this grassy hank fronting north, and looking down npffl 
the rivulet valley, is adorned with oranges, limes, iinil the eta- 
brilliaut Poinsettia. Eastward aie earth-hanks, once a Leap of 
rubbish, now bright with coffee and bananas. Behind in a dtq 
l^r^, with its irrigating sti-eam, is the garden. Tlie upper pid 
nhows foreign trees and dowers, which here suffer from tm 
plftgues. The " plantation ant," which the old Portuguese ctUt^ 
the king of the Bniiril, is a perfect " liberal," which liere meau I 
"know-nothing." It injiu-es the produce of Uie country, but it 
" eats up " the stmnger. The mistletoe-hke "Heiva de Passi* 
rinho,"* with its yellow-red bunches, resembling cuiTants, ii 
uorv fatal to trees. The main climber from the root embnctt 
the tmuk, and puts forth teiuU-ils which penetrate llie bark and 
sQi-k tlte life-blood. It is hard to kill ; it' cut across it renen 
itself, they say, and the seed is often dexiobited upon the i^ptf 
branches, espwially by tl»e " Bemtivi."t 

The kitchen garden, luider Mr, Fitzpatiick, who i» handjr «t 
all things, from killing a slieep to culling a bouquet, gives excrf- 
lent salads and cabbages. The radishes are rather tou^ and 
woi'dv, lite potato dins not thrive. Fi-r nine years Morrn TeUm 
haa lutd a horticulliu-al society, nitli tlie requisite presidiHtf, 
roiutuittt^. aud treaswer ; it meets in the first weeks of Febniaiy 
nod .\ugust, and iiseftU articles are Uieu given as prizes, Mrs. 
liordou, who lias lived in Jamaica, has introduced Uie "c«a* 
!Am-|),'' and her " |iep|»er-pot " ecjuals any cmry, and far exceli- 
•' |>Mh»-t>il chop." Bnuilians mostly throw away the juice of the 
iwrtsoiu'iis maiiiix", of which so many nses may be made. Everj" 
M book has a chapter " wherein is dedaied liow Un-ible is the 
ni»t.'i- of MandiocR." and never fails to tell you thai il prodocw 
laijp' grnb« with whidi the good wives of the ludiaus, and— this 
is insinuated »o»i' rncr — even wliite women, have eased off tlieir 
hu»l<H»d». Vet. curious to say, Uie savages knew liow to evapo- 
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rate the volatile acrid principle ; tliey tonceutrated the juice with 
the Crumari ciimhai-i, or C'umari, the Capsii-um frutescens, a wild 
" bird pepper," and they made Casaareep,* which they called 
" Ticupi," or " Tucupe,"+ Tliis "tempero," a sauce to be com- 
pared with soy, is still known, I am told, to the backwoodsmen 
of tlie Northern Brazil. 

The Casa Grande is the old house of the Padre Antonio 
Freitas, of course altered and added to. Caldcleugh (ii. 275) 
describing the senior and his nephew. Padre Joaquim, i-emai'ks 
that the padie's wife was very beautiful, with black eyes, and 
"nice and fat." J The padre, after having the grace to settle 
r>. SQveria in the neat little Fazenda de Santa Anna, on the 
Sahara Road, died at C'ongonlias, but during Lent he revisits his 
earthly home, and freelj- takes what he wants from the cupboard. 
So Pedro, his grey-headed slave, with simple Airican fetish 
juith, places meat upon the table, and often sees the "larva" 
passing from room to room. Unchaiitable persons have opined 
that the good priest has been transfeiTed to a locality where 
walking exercise is not permissible, but tenets will differ upon 
Bu weighty and obscure a subject. 

The Supei-intendent's quarters, I repeat, should he changed. 
The situation is close to the sti-eam — one of the hottest, the 
coldest, and the dampest of tenenteiits. The Company's store 
was once the Casa Grande ; it might return to that hououi-. 
Nothing is more injmious to the prosperity of the mine than a 
frequent change of commanding officers ; and the climate, com- 
bined with the peculiai' influences of the place, requires that 



* The following ig the reeitio for mak- 
ing "Cusareep," uid it is a good action to 
make it poblic : — 

"To 1 galton of brino from silted beef 
Mid 3 gulls, of (poiBanaiu) manioc juice, 
which most be ai freth aa pouillo. 
Simmer in earthen pot for six or seven 
honn. After the third hour ftdd 1 lb. of 
BDgnwnd black pojiper conu, J lb. of 
klbpice, i lb. of mace, 4 nntmef^ jiounded 
in mortar, and 2 ounces of clovoi. If not 
hot enough nld bird poppers whole. Pius 
through s fino aiere, hotlU and acivl. 
"Popper-pot ■■ is (imply meal and reyeUbles 
pal into " Cusaroep : " it must be eiw- 
Diercd cnry da;, nhelbEr nseit or not, uid 
the WHtage vompengaltid for by addiiiy as 
nuA Ciianmip (a vine-glow full or so) 

tmuiy peppora M required. The 



Texsel abonlil be a llattiab pot of tlie most 
porous clay, wMch viU easily imbibe the 
Cupsicine. 

t The Tuoipi is still nsod in tlio Amaio- 
nian regiona whera the " Ked " lilood 
roToaina- 1 have hoard that beasts which 
take a long time to chcv can with impu- 
nity eat mimioc, whose poisonous juice 
Sows out of their months, 

J ■' Bom gonia ; " fatness, amongst all 
the Southern I/itia race. Including the 
Bnuilian, being equivaleat to tairuosL 
Possibly the luiitnre of Hoorish blood 
causes llio taste— who can ioeffii Clappor- 
ton's widow Zuma, the "walking tnn-bmil" 
Ugly, old, thin, are the pomtive, compara- 
tive and snparlativs of contempt addressed 
to the woman of tbn Hn&iUnniick^ 
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every ntteutioii be paid to Letiltli. Ilnviug once got 
mall, kee]i liim alive. 

To tlie north-eaat of the Supeiintciideucy, and Imlf hid bj 
elinibbery, ia the " Stntion Libran-," as we should say in 
externally a little oitagon, tiled and mhitewaslied. There 
920 vohunt's, 800 for loan, and tlie rest for school piiriKa* 
The nbi"ai'ian is the chaplain, a clergjTnan Ucensed by the 
of London. The shelves show some good books of referentt 
unfortunately, nearly all those of local interest, as Spix V 
Martins, and Lyon's Journal, ai'e missing. They should 
found, and the dehnquents fined, A few paces beyond t 
Libraiy lead to tlie Company's offices. Here at 9 a.m. dwly 
held the officeiii' conference. I consider the system worse tluB 
a council of war. Here, too, on the fii-st Satnnlay of every 
month, pay is issued to the Brazilian miners and bibonrers, &m 
and uufree. The Emopeans receive their money every two 
mouths, the day being appointed by notice, 

The only level walk in or about Mon-o Velho is along th( 
" Rego de Cristaes," or Crystal I^ent. Riskuig many 
douloureux — you ascend the Store Hill, and enter the " Retire" 
village, built upon a well-drained slope. Here whitewashed cot* 
tages of Brazilian aspect rise, row behind row, each fi-onted by 
its gaitlen patch. Tlieae are the quai'tei's of tlie Englisli minen 
■and tlieii- families. The rent vaiies fioin 0$500 to 1$500 per 
mensem. Othei'a ai-e placed at Mingu, behind the hospital 
tliree families (August, 1867) ai-e li\'iDg neai- the I'raia GatevnT') 
and some are close to Cougonlias. The Company Iins boilt 
beyond the Retiro village cottages for the Bnizilian and Ciemun 
mind's, but tiie house accommodation generally ia poor, atn 
might be improved witli small outlay and great profit. 

Enteiing the gate we stiike tlte Rego, along whose right bank 
Mr. Gordon has laid out a neat road. Here in the hot evenings 
young Cornwall repaii's to bathe. The water rises in tlie Cabe* 
ceiraa Hills, nearly four miles distant along its coiu^se, from 
near- tlie lidge leading to tlie Paiaop^ba* district. This jwirt of 
the countrj- is high. The aoulh-western extremity of the " Mon-o 
dae Quintas," (did! "do Ramos," rises 1200 to 1800 feet abovs 

• The Pm»oj)*U Biver ronR mi the other licro tlw lnj at tlic Wv rUleya in otatij 
tiiv of thi! rid^c, about eleven IiMguiti pundlsl, 
■ — IvuU of tin JUe du VeUuw, tai. 
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stream, ami ou the south-east there is n still hiftier block, 

"Morro do Pires." I'onuerly the stienin lUsi'hargcil llirough 

ii;onhas; it was bought by CaptniD I>yon, and was taken up 

I level to command the mine. It is one of the many coui'ses 

uh collect the watci-s of the adjacent titles nilets. Undme is 

N^ compelled to turn the huge wheels, to raise the ore, to wash 

md to deposit throngh flmiies tlie tailings of the Praia. The 

".•ess is costly, extending over twenty -nine miles, and the tents 

:ii'e continual!}' suffeiing from Hoods, eai'th-slips, and that riva 

miner, " parvula . . . magui formica hiboris." The Ciistaes 

I T< isses in lanndera tlie Reliro Ravine, flows in a water-course 

md a hill to the Kceiving cistern, and then passes over by one 

ilie finest works in the establishment, the deep gorge known 

~ the " Crimiuoso," Inverted iron syiiliona plunge into the 

i.pths, and deliver 2000 cubic feet per minute about 182 feet 

nbove the Ribeirao, which finally ilrnins off the water." 

Retuniiug from the widk, we pass the little Pi-otestant diapel. 
As a rule, it is tolerably attended in dry weather, when the 
congi-egation may number 100 souls, although Tregeugh some- 
times does complain that he has lost " all relish f()r his praj'ers." 
The mechanics sit on the right side, the miners on the left. I 
fouDfi tlie singing to be that of the couuby church in Great 
Britain generally, suggesting the question, why should men who 
cnnnot sing a song, sing psahns and lijiuus ? After not heai-ing 
the English Litany for a length of days, we cannot but think of 
the dictum of Dr. Newman, the Oratoiian, namely, that " Pro- 
testantism is tlie dreariest of possible religions, and that the 
thought of the Anglican service makes man shudder." Surely it 
might be altered for the better, but is there any middle term 
between the Ood-like gift of reason or the un-reason of Rome ? t 
On the next Sunday I tried the Padre Francisco Petraglia, 

k of CriBtoai inv6rte.i jiipw from rinlcni » eirtsrn , 710 f(wt B inchw 
_ it of fnuning from anrfoca of vntor . . , > 81 ,, B ,, 
^rsDM of level on ths oppoaite nitlcs . ■ . . S3 „ 11 „ 
njlht of pipoa from tho lav»>t iHirt to tho upiwr cnil of | .^n ii 

the diiohargB, Bboiit J " " 

' ' (et of pipco have internal Ahuaeter of . . .11 inclim. 
dditlo ,, ,, .... 12 ,. 

mm of iron in opper part Atiut of iucli. 

^ Dftto ,, lower ,, |ttM ,. 

Fnanre nn lowtst psrt about 45-lbs. per sqiuiro inch. Thin hiaWy oiriliiert lujnoducl 
i» pnt Dp by the head mediiuiic, Mr. Koiuo. 

■ "The rational form of thoovht iiiiut necoMutily U the !»*t o£ all M. Oo«»iB 
c« lie 1S2S, p. 2S. 
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who affects the oUier side of the Ribeirao of Boa Vista. The chapel 
was UcenBcd by the MoKt Reverend the Bishop of MariHuiia. Tlw 
first incumbent was a Portuguese; in August, 18C0, be was sue 
ceeded by the present, a retired Gaiibaldiau. My wife was miidi 
scandalised to bear that the iilttxr lacked its stone ; but the chnrdi 
has not been conseci-ated, and there is such a thing as " coiiimu- 
nier en blanc." Tlie oniaments ai-e not rich, the monstraiiire ii 
merely a watch-case, with metal ra3s, and there is some want of 
" a vessel witli hyssop for the aspersion of the chtirth uxd to 
keep the holy water." The Pudi'e does not disdain the e«rij 
weed, and is much liked by all, except those who resent Ha 
immense superiority of bis fii-eworks over the national article. 

Mass was to be celebrated at 10'30 a.m., and we found a stittll 
crowd, mostly black, gathered about tlie chaiwl. A few Bra- 
ziliana rode up ; they liad probably sent or walked two or three 
miles to catch the horses which they had used for 200 or 800 
yards — thiis far like the old Mameluke Beys, who would not 
cross even a street on foot, yome delay was caused by collecting 
grist for candles, and for the ecclesiastic mill generally. A table 
loaded with heaped coppers stood inside the western entrooeei 
fi'onting the huge altai-. It had been pay-day, and each one, «s 
he or she went in, knelt, kissed the offered stole, and delivered 
liis or her mite. A bald-headed black sacristan directed, Jtom 
his cunning eyes, a probing look at every coin, and with sneer 
and leer, and indescribable gibe and jeer, corrected the few braves 
who would not " lend to the Lord," or who lent too prudentty. 
The satiiucal Sr. Antonio Marcos declared that in every chapel 
roof there is a hole, through whicli the drop * percolates into the 
priestly pocket. 

This hardly decorous scene ended, we all entei'cd, the whites 
taking slution in front, Uie blacks behind ; men standing and 
women squatting on the floor. This old custom still prevails 
couiiU-y places : only the most civilized cities in Brazil afford 
benches. All wei-e dressed in Sunday attire ; the chapel was 
bed of tulips, with tall sable stamens and a few whitey-brown 
stigmas. The conduct of the flock was in every way creditable, 

• The wnf.1 iwed *»« "Pingn," wlioiite dija-lnmer*, eta mW gnon* h>nU«ilcn," 

b •lenved the verb pioinu-, to bike « i)ni]i, Avarice luivJD{{ tikin ■ mui, took mttettarj 

rtNon uMd wiUi rilnr. to Wacli on«'« Hiw. in tlie Church, »nd unoo tlMt time bf 

Thfl Mbtimeat auggoiM the BtuK|ti» jntnerb ~-™ i-»« ;• 
'•Vufimm suifoa tiM bilie inca «v>ift 
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r singing was better in time and tune, and there was more 
rvour than in the rival establisliment, Perliaps tlie cause may 
be that the sei-vioe is short and tlie sermon is shorter ; yet in 
matters of horailetics the good Mr. Ai-nistrong does not reciuire 
a sermon -meter. Padre Petraglia inculcated very severely 
Faitli, nojw, and Charity, and demanded alms for a wliite 
porcelain St. Sebastian, who, giilled with aiTows, occupied a 
table hai-d by : those who would not" down with tlie dust " were 
nil "bunos and cachorros"* — donkeys and dogs. This was 
suiting language to modified intelligence with a witness. Un- 
happily the Reverend lias forgotten Italian and has not learned 
Portuguese — here a common phenomenon, and not a little 
puzzling to Haniitic comprehension. 



* The Btiango primaBw and ' ' rcspect- 
kbilit]' " of Ihfl old PortngneM furhiule 
Ibeni W proDonnco the indelieato word cio 
(ilog) on the rame principle that n Mnll«ae 
|H9isiint vbea iipeiikiiig of his vife eaya 
*'iuving your prescnoe^*' Ha therefore 
Iirefijrrwl Cachorro, n low MoTQption of 
tlio Idtin Catuliu, and made "pnp," like 
" post-boy ■■ or " dnimioer-boy, " do duty 
for iU Benior. Thim (dso M the Neo- 
Jatin tonguea bnve tuken the niune of 



a hot»e, not from " Eqaiu," but from Co- 
Iwllus, " K Dag." 

A similar primneaa may he oheerred in 
onr " PbiliRtine " English of the pirseot 
century. Sketch, for inatanoe, the figure 
feminine. She has a bueom but no breuto, 
a stomach and a epleen, but no belly nor 
kidneys. I believe that she haa lega, but 
no thighs ; she hiu certainly ankles, but 
she wants caJvcs ; and bo forth. 



CHAPTEE XXIII. 



" Bradl does not oontoin any gdld-a 



— Irifi Diftuiiuity, tub n 



The MoiTo Vellio Mine was fii-st worked in 1725 bj- the father 
of Padre Freitas, who bought it with 160,000 cruzados, ^600 
of our money, but in those days a very different sum. The 
Padre sold il, as has been said, to Captain Lyon, and the total 
cost of the estate hag been £56,484 12«. 7d. 

Our earliest notice of it is m 1825, when Caldcleugh visited 
" the gold mine of Congonhaa da Sahara." He describes it as 
an immense "quebrada" or ravine, worked almost through the 
heart of a moimtain, wliose upper stratum, distiu-bed by the 
earlier miners, was a lUhrh of quartz, ii'on, and red CEU-th. The 
lode was n highly-inclined mass of auriferous cMorite slate, 
jrsected by quartz veins, where gold resided in ferruginous 
and araenical pyiites. The walls of the mine were encrusted 
with white acicular crystals, an impuie sulphate of alumine. 
The Padre blasted his ore, and when short of jiowder he used the 
Hannibalian method of rock-splitting — with water, however, not 
vinegar. The metal was stamped in five mills made progressively 
powerful, and they produced 25 — SO oitavas per diem of poorish 
gold, seldom exceeding 19 carats. The cliief work was the 
" Vinagiado " lode, so called from tlie reddish colour of the stone, 
and it is snid that the owner extracted fi-om it in two months 
24:0008000. Tliis was done with seventy slaves, each hand 
receiving \\ oitava of gold per week. 

Gardner, memorably ill-received by Mr. Goodair, Superinten- 

■dent of Cocaes, was welcomed to Slorro "S'elho by Mr. CricHtt, 
Acting Chief Commissioner for Jlr. Herring. The traveller 
Bpent a month there in 1840, and has left an interesting account 
oi the mine 'm its younger days. Ke (oxm& ^Iw «.'axi£ec<Hia ' 
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:mTing ia greyiali-coloured cky «Ute, nnd consistrng of quartz- 
rock, imxed with carbonate of lime, mid strongly imiiregimted 
iron and pjTitea of copper and arsenic. Tlte lode, whose 
ral direction ranged east to west, was about seven fiithoms 
wide, a little to the east of the centi-al workings. Here it divided 
into two branches miming to the westward, whilst two others 
which had been more deeply mined, extended to the east. The 
ramifications gi-aiUially diverged, took a north-easterly direction, 
and then ran pamllel to, and aboiit 100 feet from, each other, 
The quantity raised varied from 1500 to 1600 tons per month, 
nnd each ton gave a mean of 3 — i oitavas, and a maximum of 7. 
The TjToIese Zillerthal, a running amalgamation process of 
revoh-ing-niills, had been tried at Gongo Soco, and had abolished 
the batea. Here they failed. The arsenic formed with tlie gold 
an alloy which rendered the operation difiGcult, and the waste of 
quicksilver was excessive. Roasting and calcining the ore bad 
also been abandoned, the arsenical fumes having proved danger- 
ous, and it is said that a black was poisoned by them when treating 
the refuse sand. 

The eaily Beports of the present Company describe the main 
body of the metalliferous mass as occupjTUg the southern flank of 
a high mountain, whose contour it follows in parallel Unes : at 
the eastern extremity it bends north, and becomes too small to he 
worth pursuing. The mine consisted of thi-ee adjoining work- 
ings in the same lode. The easternmost was the " Ai'seuical," 
ten fathoms deeji : in tlie centre was the principal open cut called 
the Bahij, or "box-hole,"* wliilst westward, also teu fathoms 
deep, was tlie now deserted Quebra Tanella, or break-pot, bo 
termed from its uneven sm-face. 

Mr. Hen-ing proceeded to push with all iiosaible force an adit 
for unwatering Uie mine at a deeper level ; to apply draining 
and stufT-hauling machinery, and to sink the lode and break it by 
stope-work. As a guai'd against falling, " letting arches remain " 
ived successful. He also set up " Airastres " or tiitm-ators, f 
of wliich worked in the twenty-four hours fi 



nwovi 



Bdhfi," the Preuoh "lialiiit," posed lo a " Cache 

■ tnvralling tranlt. Id the Bruil it lb water fills mer and cloea 

applied u> man; (enliini, such u a square niauj great miiica hare 

rock rining ttom lbs witor, or a cubical CaehoelrB. 
block DponlheKiimroit of alDDiuiUiD. In t In Chap. 2S I 

miius it ii thfl liollnv vhere tlic diaioaga armngoment. 
gitlwrs and lorma a iicll ; (h(ui jt is op- 
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Bimd. From an nvernge of twenty-seven liead of stamps, the yidi 
in Decemlier, 18S5, was 271b. 11 oz. of gold. In 1838 commn. 
nication was opened between the Bnhii and Quebra Paiielbt- 
Hening proposed to call them the " United Mines," bnt the oli 
names were perforce retained. In Jnlr, 1888, the fotuuc 
workings of the Gamba,' n northerly ofl'-set from the ; 
lode, and lying to the eastward of tlie United Ktiuea, 
cleared out, and the " Vinagrado " was abandoned. At the ; 
time, the " Cachoeii-a " or easternmost section of the great 
waa opened. Presently was discovered the important fact thtt 
tlie whole mass of lode Ues downward in nearly a true eastent 
direction, and the dip cairies it forward some five feet ten inidiH 
for every six feet sunk when stoping. 

In 1847, after his long sei'vice, Mr. Hei-ring went home »ai 
died. Mono Velho has lost nil her Commissioners in the prime 
of life. He was succeeded by Mr. George D. Keogh, formoif 
Secretai-y to the Company, an active energetic man, but without 
practical knowledge. In his day (1846) Mr. Thomas Trelotr 
became the Head Mining-Captain, and the Company sent out 
chaplain, the Reverend Charles Wriglit, who was sensibly di- 
rected not to trouble himself witli conversion, but to open 
school for the children of tbeii- Emopean employes. In 1656 
Mr. Thomas Walker, M.D., became Superintendent. An amiable 
and honom'able man, he dreaded responsibility, and he trusted 
much in others: thus, as tlie gold returns prove, his rule was not 
very successful. He also died, and in 1858 Mi-. Gordon took 
charge. No more gold-weighing in private was allowed, and the 
boast that tlu'ee Superintendents had been got lid of, and that tba 
back of the fourth would soon be seen, was notably stultified. The 
pros|>ects of the Mine presently improved, and Uie consequence 
was a diridend.t 



t Tho foUowing it 
UTcml Suptrintcnd) 
1 Aaniul R^wrtis 



Mr. Herring (1837— 18*7). 



In 1B37 MotTo Velho iiroducnl 



il.Sei oitaraa al giAA,M 



70,ai6(=6BlU. 1 ot.Tn»). 
B3,744oiUTu<.reaUL 
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It Is eiisy to superintend in England establialinieuta which have 
heen drilled for years, perhaps for genemtioiia ; far otherwise in 
these regions, where the weight rests on one " pah" of shoulders." 
Dii'ectors of futui-e Companies, if they would benefit shareholders 
niLlier than promote ii-iends and relations, should be as cai'efiil 
ill L'hooaing a Superintendent as they have been in the selection 
of a repoi-tmg engineer. At the mine he should possess the 
absohite power of a colonel commanding a French, not an 
English regiment, and receive daily reports from his officers, 
instead of meeting them in consultation : he should be entitled to 
make and unmake all his subalterns, and should be expected to 
take upon himself all responsibility. The subaltern might be 
allowed to send him complaints against his superiors, and if 
unable to substantiate tliein, he should at once be dismissed. 

It is pleasing to see the excellent arrangements of Morro 
Velho amongat a people so defective in the organising and ad- 
ministrative capacity as are the English — at least ui the Brazil. 
Let me cite, as an instance, a certain Anglo-Brazilian Railway, 



18J4 to FeliruMy 23, 1S45 Morro Volho 


liroduooi 124.432 oitova* of goUl 


1846 „ „ 1846 




139,515 


1848,, „ 1847 


',', 


154,584 


Mr. Keogh (1847-1855). 




1817 to Febnuuj 28, 18*8 M«to Velho 


produced 176,439 „ 


lBi8„ „ 1849 




230,130 


184B., „ 1850 „ 




270,488 


18B0„ MnnhlO, 1851 




278.654 


1861 ., „ 1853 




324,279 


1852 „ „ 1853 




853,781 


1853,, „ 1S54 




872.679 


1854,. „ 11, 1855 




334,428 



Dr. Walker (1855— 18S8>. 
h 11, 1855 Id M»rch 21, 18.56 Mnrra Velbo iirolncwl 346,031* 
31, 1856,, ,, 20, 1857 „ ,, 307.261 

1857 ., „ 10, 1853 „ „ 201,247 

Mr. Guidon (1853— 1866). 

ih 20, 1863 to March 13, 1859 Murro Velfao produced 286,615 

19,1869., „ 1880 

1880 „ „ 19, 1861 

30,1861,, .. 20, 1862 

!I,1S63„ „ 22, 1863 



1864 



3i;3,214 
428,166 
643,637 
629,193 
*76,005 
247,663+ 
622,119 



* On March 7 abnat 170 tooa felt in (mm the roof and Hnuth n-all 
Tlie boren and kibble-litlen all eacayed. 

t On February 13 a fall of kilUa took place in Uie \Vi'sl C^Vaei 
eight minen Here killcl ia (he adioeim Wwk». 



I, uni^aa Kv^AVi, 



in 
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which conslbted of foiu- iiideiieudent kingdonilets. Mr. 
tendeiit was not nllowed to give an order, and tliua he 
teiided uothing. Mr. Chief Engineer coiimiaiided t 
Mr. Mechauieal Engineer was lord supreme over a few 
and inclined planes, wliilst Mi\ Transport-Manager, who 
curious to say, Mr. Storekeeper, ruled as absolutely as the 
hie neighbours. The Brazilian gazed with wonder. Bat 
Gordon is an Irishman, and the "individuality of the indii 
is less hiistly, less tyrannous in this section of the Keltic race 
in the Anglo-Briton. 

We have seen that the three great mines form a single 
tinuation of the same line of mineral. The Quebra PaneUa 
westernmost ; next to it is a small affaii', the Champion grout 
— BO called from a person, aud not used in the common 
sense; in the centre is the BaJni, divided into east and 
whilst over the Baliii and easternmost lies the Cachoeira, 
having two sections. The "Box-hole"andtJie "Rapids "are 
one mine. The early workers left a lai-ge wedge or bar irf kJOtfl 
between them, but thi^, after due consideration, was removed inj 
1860. 

The breadth of the lode vaiies fi'om four to sixty feet, 
general dii'ection where worked is west to east, with northerl 
Bhiftiugs. The <hp is 45°, rising to a maximum of 46° 30', 
47°. The strike is from south 82° east to south 68" east. The 
cleavage planes of the killas lue in some places transverse to, in 
others parallel with tlie lode. In cei'tain sections of the mine-walls 
they beai" north 36° east, but the average is more easterly. ThB, 
direction is south 46° east, and theii- dip is at angles varying fixnn' 
43° to 70°. Pax'ts of the walla have been fuund to be baulk 
unsound, jointy and scaly, but in the early Reports the evils 
gieatly exaggerated. The uurlerlay or underlie dip, or iucUnatit 
of the mineral vein, is 6° in the Bahu and 8° in the Middle 
Cachoeira. Its dip varies from south 82° east to soutli 51 



• In Jul: 



The vertical dqjUi of tho CudiocirB 3i!iue <r 
, depth oa die dip of the lode 



(E. nnd W. nf tha Saiuji) . 60 „ 

The width of the excavation varied from 6 t-i IS feet, nveTBge 9S ieti. 

The vertinj dqith ot the Itahfi in . . . . li 

„ depth en the dip ot the lodo . . . . U( 

„ length of the excavation (went of 8amp, or ln»«t I , 

uirt of tke kliaft) J ' 

iati»iim<Jfttw«w«toiLfagtafawnUV>wtwA.^rta^« 
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' tbe inclinatioii from 42^ to 47^, but eyer}'where parallel with 

8triffi. The richest part of the lode is still in the eastern Bahu. 

tere may be good lody matter nestling to the south-east, and in 

it direction '' dead works " are being canied on with zeal. 

deh had been expected from the western extremity, but a shaft 

ink there gave very poor results. 

Baring the half-year between September and March, 1866 — 

.8(7,* the net profit on the working of the mines had been 

fil9,131. After making all reductions, there remained available 

ior dividend j£54,434, and the Du'ectors "had the satisfaction" of 

eeoommending tlie pa3rment of M^ 58. x>er share, free of incomc- 

In, and independent of tlie 10 per cent, carried as usual to the 

jMserve fond. In this prosperous state I left the mine. But 

Shortly after, in the night of November 21, 1867, a fire broke out, 

Mid despite all efforts considemble damage was done. 

* The foUowing are the figares between March 23 and September 21 of 18G6 : — 

9 dajB in March yielded . 19,627 oitavas. 

April 50,046 „ 

May 60,454 „ 

June 52,076 ,, 

July 48,405 ,, 

August 52,016 

September (21 dayj) .... 32,028 



it 

>» 



Total 314,652 

£ f, (I. 

The net profit on the working was .... 50,566 9 8 

Interest on moneys unemployed 1,570 

Balance of undivided profits 743 11 4 

Total £52,880 1 

Deducting the London expenscH .... 1,193 16 3 

Remain for dividend .... £51,686 4 9 
I>aring this half-year 7000 tons were raised in excess of the previous Iialf-ycar, or 
53,698 to 46,629, and this is the greatest amount yet quanied. On the other hand it 
had 41 '6, and the hitter only 86*6 of the valueless killas. 



LIFE AT SlOltBCl 



" Ipanque bnibaries nfl 



A PECUi-iAR sight, and vei-j' fiB 
or inuster of the Blacks, which v 
^\^len we were there about llOl 
" Compound " froDting the " Cm 
bare-footed — evei'jTi'hei'e in the ] 
women, fronted by a picket of twdl 
cohimns of six companies. They n 
Hiiiform, wliite cotton petticoats, 
the lower third ; cotton shawls st 
brigljt kerchief, generally scai-let, b 
proper riglit, peipendicular to the c 
women." The firet year's badge ; 
white hem, and replaced by narrow 
till the mystic number seven • give 
and as many men officially apply i 



Banged beliiiid the women, the e 
looae blue woollen panta, red capt 
cotton trousers . 



LIFE AT MORRO VELHO. 

■he slaves auawer to tlie roll-call made by the heads of the 
tpective departments. This done, the Superintendent, followed 
by the Manager and Assistant Manager of the Bliitka, and the two 
medical officers, ivalks down the companies and minutely ins|)eets 

I each individual. I observed that almost all the " chattels " were 
country bom; there was only one Mmijolo,* distinguished by 
the three scars of his race ; the othei" " persona held to service " 
call him " Papagente " or man-eater. 
After inspection, a pay-table was spread before the door, and 
the gij'Is and small children received their allowance of pay and 
"lip. The three coppers {0gl20) of fomier daj-s have been 
used to 6 — 8 for those employed on tlie sj)alling floor, and the 
rune carriers get 12 "diunps" of "obligation." By extra eaix- 
ings and overtime, + the pay will increase to 16 — 20 coppers, 
Each takes per week half a pound of soap ; the cost of this article 
to the Company ranges between SOOgOOO and 400$000 a mouth, 
or annually 360/. to 480/. The men and married women are paid 
at the Public Office. The fonner anciently received 4 coppers, 
now they get double, and by industry they may gain from 8 to 10 
pntacas each of 8 coppers, 1'he average of rewards and overtime 
paid to the blacks amounts to 1600JOOO per fortnight, or about 
3840/. per annum. 

Muster over, both sexes and all ages are marched off to chrnvb. 
The day is then their own. The industiious will look after 
house and garden, pigs and poultry; they will wash and sew, or 
fetch water, wood, or grass for sale. The idle and dissolute will 
keep the day holy in African fashion, He in the sun, smoke, and if 
they can, drink and smoke hemp, like the half-reel aimed savages 
of " Si> Leone." Dinah here and elsewhere is proverbially fond of 
trinkets and fine i-ags. Parade over, she will doff her regimental 
attu-e and don a showy printed gown and a blazing shawl, the 
vHvy of all beholders. 

Once the negroes sliowed us what in Hindostan is called "ta- 
masha," in Hpain and Portugal a " folia," in Egj-pt and Morocco 
a " fantasiyali," and here a "Congida" or Congo -ry, A score 
uf men, after promenading through tlie settlement, came to the 
Casa Grande. They were dressed, as they fondly unagined, after 

* A wcll-knnwn mca from the limds (iDiriAlfl with Iho innniniBta luncliinc,^^ 
BMl at Um Conjw regions, St. Hil. writ™ t ToctmcaUj tMxA " liwi \!nw*.' " 

the wotil Moiijoto, iJiuii CBatouadiag (ho 
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the style of tlie Agiia-Kosada House,* descended from the 
MauikoDgo and Lereditai-y lords of Congo Innd. But the toUe 
though gorgeous with coloured silks and satins, were purely &ii-l 
ciful, and some wore the Kanitai' or plumed head-genr, and the! 
Arasvia or waist fringe, and caiTied the Tacape or tomahawk be- 
longing to the red man. All were anned with sword and shielil, 
except the king, who, in sign of dignity, cairied hia sceptre, h 
stout and useful stick. The masked old man, witli white beard, 
trembling under-jaw, chevi-otaiite voice, and testy manner, was 
cleverly represented by a young black fi'oni Sabard. On his right 
sat tlie captain of war, the Premier ; on his left the young Princ 
his son and heh", an uninteresting negi-okin. Of course the buffo 
of the Dahoman cum-t was there, and the fun consisted 
kicking and cuffing him as if he were one of our clowns 
''pantaloons." 

The "play" was a representation of the scenes which most 
delight tliat mild and amiable negi'o race, orders for a slave Inmt; 
the mnrch, accompanied with much riinniug about and clashing 
of swords, which all handled hke butchers' knives ; the sm'piisc, 
dragging in prisouei-s, dii-ections to put to death recreant ministers 
and waniors, poisonings and administering antidotes — in fact, 
"savage Afiica." His Majeatj- freely used his staff, thresliing 
everybody right regnlly. The speeches were dehvered in a sing- 
song tone ; the language was Haraitico-Lusau, and there was 
an attemi)t at cadence and rhyme. Slaughtering tlie foeman and 
di'inking his blood were the favourite topics, vaiied by arc! 
allusiona to the Superintendent and his guests. After half 
hour tliey received theii' bakshish and went to show their fine 
elsewhere. 

The ceremonies of the Sunday ended with five couple brini 
up as many newly baptised bits of black, to receive the reward 
fertility. PajTiient for progeny is a good idea; as a role the 
Brazilian slave girl says, "\Vhat has a captivet to do with 



• It KumiU liko "cUff." tliis roec- 
Water title adopted hy Eulhblooiled ne- 
gron, but it u pnre liiibiry. An iatc- 
restiiiB acconnt of the dynsslj, and a sketch 
of "Nieotiw, Prince nf Congo," lias been 
Utcly giren by M. VtilJci. (Vol. II. 
CluLp. a, " Six Y»ni df » Tmvellpr'B Ufe 

in Wciteni Africa. " London : Hurst t uived from heins munlercd br their 
"'-"'■-" JSW.J w-irtocs. 



+ " UultiTo " (Cnltivn, (em.), ai . 
for "esomro," or "encnvt," v\i«fc i 
opposed to " foiTO," A freeman, Iha AnUfI 
-^ A similar prettjr term toe hiofiagm 

kUtob ia "rppgatar," 1 
oHicially tiicj are supposed 1 
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m?" At Morro Velho, on the cnutrai-y, uegresses <leaii'e 
* because they are teiuporarUy taki'u off work. Unfortunately, 
B the second babe is to be born, the tii'st is neglected, fuid 
I doctor is i-arely sent for till death is at baud. It is an object 
l-onlyone child, and to be itady for bearing anotlier when 
Thus the hospital books* for the first six months of 
r that the death-rate of negroes has doubled the birth- 
Ik a total of 1452, 16 were bora and 32 died.t 
lie sirea of "occipital race" are in a state of wonderful grin — 
J slant rietibufl omnes." The mothers, in nmrveilous 
I chains, are nmi'shalled by a big black Meg Merriliea, wlio 
aipotent over her onble flock. Each matron receives a 
il-reis, a bottle of wine, and a bit of the best advice from the 
jperinteudent. When the ceremony ends, the scamp of the 
ity — he is ever foremost on such occasions — proposes three 
ters, and a tiger for Mr. Gordon, and all depart in high 
her. 

L slave muster is also held daily in the gi-eat hall of tlie 

Kanch," which is lighted up dming the dark season. 

B bell sounds at 5 a.m. ; half an hour afterwards, the DraziUim 

bstants, in presence of 3Xr. Sm^lh, call out the names, ftrst of 

■ men, then of the women, and lastly of tlie new comers, who, 

g sometimes rebelliously inclined, are being broken to hiuness. 

ist is cooked overnight, and each labourer carries off his 



alfio visited the hospital, which is under the charge of Mrs. 
the matron, and inspected the reports, transmitted 
:thly and yearly to the directors. The building is as well 
ited as any other, and is clean and new, spacious and conve- 
whilst tlie medical men live close by. Yet the blacks 
'e, like Sepoys, an aversion to it, and prefer to die in their 
own huts ; consequently many of them are brought in only when 
moribund. There ia a white ward, but Englishmen ai-e usually 
ited at home, and they get sick leave, if absence fi'om work be 
led necessary, 
'he mediual i-eports take, I think, ratlier too favom-able a 

" Sinefl DecamUr, 1888, Dr. Woir hi» Ueatbs were not, 
kept • n^ler of Births and Death* of nil t CaxMIdiu (L 131) u ot opiuian thiit 

■wkhea ud negnwB, (rw Braiilians, whu the liitth-rato iioa« not _lwUuco Ibo death- 

^'" ■" *^' est&bluikTiicnt, not inpludod. VAto o 

tiin^ Lirtha w?rc rc^iqtcml, ugrco 
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view when they declare the black population of Morro VeH 
be "as a nile healthy." Dr. Hobert Monach remarked in! 
"AVheii we eousitler the coiistitutiou uf the negroes, the i 
tied (?) testing of tlieu- skin, perfonniug a greater extent of fin 
than in the European, and recollect to what great and a 
changes of temperatiue they are continually exposed, from i 
variable climate,* then- gi-eat cai'elessness, and the nature oi 
occupations, it must be granted that tlie mortality is sn 
cii-cumstance which afibrds the best proof that every care is 
to preserve them in good health." In 1846 a "reniarkabl 
cmnstance" was obsen'ed, namely, tliat of the 14 deaths 1 
was fi'om the English negroes of Cata Branca, 2 were o 
" Company's Blacks," and 4 were of 141 hiied from Bnw 
It was suggested that the disproportion ai'ose from good 
after poor diet suddenly changed; and yet many have tei 
that the negroes improve in tiesh, coloiu:, and personal a] 
auce after ii few months at Morro VeUio, In 1848 Dr. 
remarks that "in England the per-centage of deaths, incl 
the whole population, is not less than 3 per cent ; ours is a 
more than 2 J per cent."t Dr. Thomas Walker, "Phyeici 
the Forces," who in 1850 reported upon the sanittuy con 
of the Morro Vellio bhicks, found them decimated by pneuD 
a very common and treacherous malady in the Highlands 
Brazil, He regretted that he could not use more fred 
lancet, from which the blacks seem instinctively to shrinl 
thus sometimes tliey save theh" lives in tlie teeth of science. 
From the Reports it appears that about every ten years tl 
abnoi'mal niortiility produced by the "nature of the climnt 
local situation, and by the social condition and peculiarit 
the constitution of the blacks." Diseases of tlie brain and \ 
aie severe ; dysentery and ijleurisy cany off many victims, ■ 
pneumonia is sometimes epidemic, and often latent, leading 
rapid development. Of tlie 90 men and women in hoaj 
several suffered from malignant ulcers of the extiemities, t 



* The [Imnngo nf tiit Ccutr&l Afrimn 
Iitftleaii, or nused >Miiia, 1 buve remarked 
lew regalnj tiit,n that nf tli« limil. Id 
otliM' points the diiualca renniTkably ro- 
KCDiUe wch Dlher. I bnvG ofton lievu 
rumindcd of UuKiini •>a the Serra cio Mnr, 

Hft.1 of l\ " 



Bai Pnnla. 

t Fur the niEri]il nvcrage t«tfl ' 
tklitj, sev Apixnidii 1, Section A. 

: ilU pa]>Br hw hwii printed 
Twonty-GrBt AunnBl Bepnrt of Ik 
puny, (Lonilon : E. CUf, Bmi 
hill.f 
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: perhaps by the mimdic water, which is snid to cause 

grene in wounds. The loathsome " b6baB " or yaws, hardly 

a to northern Europe, except in marine hospitals, are here as 

mon as on the Guinea Coast ; the people dread the disease, 

^ declare of it " niio se pode dizer ' tlve bdbas " " — " no man can 

' 'I have had jtiws.'" What Caldcleugli calls "at6a (or 

:e) connections"* amongst the slaves, are energetically re- 

led by the Superintendent, and the officers set an example of 

kipulous good conduct: yet as at "Sa Leone," so here, the 

■oritf of cases are %'enereal, and even children are born with 

(ona veneris. But such is the negro everywhere out of his 

couutiT, and in it also where Europeans hare made 

iDnies. 



Wbat wondrous scene the (utare then aball view. 
The linltB, halt human, rulinf; sea and ■CraDd, 

Fei^ed hnman b; the philanthTDpic few. 
& monstrouB. Eonl, deEonned and fetid band. 

Ualea, bestial all, and females all untrne, 
Ltut. perjnrf , superstitUm, taint the load : 

Sttcb fortune, " SI Leone," becomes thee well, 

ThoQ negro paradise, thou white man's hell I f 
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men about to become mothers ore taken off work and are sent 

I hospital in the fourth month, .\fter confinement they are 

ieved &om hard labour, and they work sometimes for half a 

■ in the sewing depai'traent. Those familiar with the con- 

a of the Lancashire " bloomers," of the Cornish women vibo 

ist in dressing the tin ores, and of the English agi'icultural 

tourers' wives generally, will own that the slave-mother is far 

ter treated at the Morro Velho mines. The young cbildi'en, 

ided by on elderly woman, play imder a huge tiled shed in the 

tat square of the Boa Vista Quarters. But the negro in the 

I is an exotic, he is out of his proper ethnic centre ; it is 

Gcolt to keep him alive, as the next quarter century will prove, 

1 when young he requu-es every attention from the parent. I 



* A wont often luiilevling itnuigen in 
tlis Bmil. and ajipesriiig oa tbe name of 
nlanla and other things. It ii properly 
4 tAo, the literal ineaning "bjr tagging," 
or "towing;" the necomJarT sigoiGcation 
is "Sem gDverao," nseleflaly, inaoaside- 
nlelr, and the popular meaning is bail, 
■iiitlilcsii. animporlsnt, uma coubs k tdn, 
^Om eonvcrting it into an ailjcctitc. 



Cimoent, Canto V. 12. Like 



t yot 

roj friond .- 

West Airica," I havu adopted the nigsec 

form "SB UoDB," which is maraly 

niption of s word already cormpt. 

t Nothing can be more emmeons tU 
lUBGrtion of Bt. HIl, (in. ii. 72, aad other 
Ijlaeei), that in tbo Braiil the negro 
"tondkBoporfeotionnor," Equallj abroad 
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The Brazilian planter who would not see the uumber of his slai 
diminish, allows the children to be witli theii- mothers, and t 
latter to be off work for two and even for tluee j-enrs. 

One of the most interesting visits at MoiTO Velho is to i 
ootton-spinning department in the Company's store. Tbe 
are negi-o gills, and mixed breeds, often free : they work by i 
teak, and they feed and lodge themselves. They are paid at t 
end of each mouth, at the rate of OSSOOto 0^400 per lb. of sp 
yarn, and each averages 4 — 5 lbs. per week. The materia] 
mostly brought from the dry regions lying west of the Diamanti 
district, and fi-om the banks of the Rio das VeUias, especiillj 
Santa Quiteria, in the municipnlity of Omvello. The plant, vhieb 
the Indians called "Aminiiti," is the black-seeded, preferred ii 
the old Brazil to the herbaceous. The lint is more easily Bep«- 
rated by the simple bow of Hindostan, still used, whilst the fihte 
is believed to be stronger and more easily spun. An amba 
(32 lbs.) of seed-cotton, worth OSIOO per lb., yields after whip- 
ping 7 — 8 lb, of clean fibre, whose value lises to 0$400l 
$ 500. Dm-ing Uie last three yeai's prices have been raised 
increased demand at Rio de Janeiro ; and, as the following 
will prove, the Brazil, mid especially the Province of Minas, wiii 
her parent Sao Paulo, has, in her cotton lands, a mine of wealth 
which wants only machinery and lines of communication. 

The seed is removed fi-oni the lint by a charklia, a mere toy, 
two little cj'Iinders of smooth hard wood, about 1 foot long, ot 
broom-stick thickness, set close together in a diminutive frame, 
and worked conti-my wise by winches.' These m-e turned by two 
children, whilst a third presents the cotton, which passes between 
the rollers and comes out free. I afterwards saw an improvement 
upon this rude and venerable hand-machine : a water-wheel workt 
by means of pulleys and bands, eight sets of cylinders, cat 
served by a slave, who cleaned 96 lbs. per diem. By adding 
hopper to supply the cotton, a whipper to remove, aJid n fui 



wiu the Icaracd rdJ Mi-aoli-ic Dr. Knox. 
" From .Santa Domingo he (Uio nogro) drove 
out the Cult ; from Juuntca be will expel 
tbe Snxou ; and the expulaion of the Luai- 
tnniui from BruiliaonljaDnAur of time," 
!u in the United StAtee, emascipatiDn vill 
lumihilUe the Airiatn race, which, vith 
very nr» exceptions, a viable KB n ulave 
neroited tntm home, not hb n freeniui in 
IwHb tcenpiad bj higher blood. It is 



impossilite not ID notiw 

contradiction of Dr. Kdox, 

with extinction the Anglo- Amoiani (: 

lo mention others), becaUB* WBIW" " *" 

iiis proper habitftt, and fet v)>o p 

a mighty and ptodactive fntow to I 

African under the mat 

* There arc man; varietiee of the « 
iiuiny have only one winih. 
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■) tlie work of 



transport the lint, nne pan- of haixls might do 
eight. 

In nothing does uatioualiiy display lier differences and pecu- 
liarities more notably than in cotton-clcBning machinerj". The 
Brazilian and the Hindu chiefly rely upon Nature's instruments, 
iind tlie best of all instruments — the fingers. The English invent 
_i>od, dear, sohd articles, safe euougli, but tedious, tai-dy nnto 
i [iipoBsibihty — 

And the trail of the slow worm ia over them all. 

The North-American contrivances, the populai- saw-gins for 
instance, are cheap, poor, easy to manage, and work at railway 
-[>eed, but they tear the fibre to pieces. 1 believe that the old 
'. vlinder of the Brazil would with certain improvements become 
superior to any yet invented. 

Captain Joaqnim Felizardo Ribeiro, whose mill is about three 
miles distant, contracts to supplj' at a. fixed sum the Company 
with gunpowder, of which i;200 worth per raeuaera is consumed 
in blasting. He finds the hai-d-wood cbaicoal ; he receives from 
Euglaud. at cost prices, the hest sulphur and saltpetre ; and he 
prepares the article in the proportions required hy the establish- 
ment. Mr. Gray, au Eughshman, makes the safety-fuse, which 
is always charged with gunpowder from home. The oilier fuses 
are worked by the black spinsters. Blasting-oil or nitro- glycerine 
has not yet, I believe, been tiied. 

The Company's store also contains the theatre, which is always 
fully attended, and which deserves well of the moralist as a 
civihzing agent — in fact, what Salt Lake City holds it to be. Mr. 
Wood, assistant pro tern, iu the Reduction Office, and Mr. White, 
jun., were tlie stars at the time of our visit. The "house" is 
It long room with two lines of benches ; on the left are the 
to the right sit the mechanics and miners, with theii' 
lives, and fronted by their chihb-en. The stage is a boarded 
_ htform, opposite a raised orchestra at the other end ; we had 
■im kinds of fun, — nigger minstrels, the Nerves, and every latest 
comic song. After hearing the shouts of laughter which greeted 
every screaming fai-ce, the author would have modified his old 

Anglica geaii. 
Optima flena, 
FesEiina ridenH, 
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Such, I ■, is Ule at Monro Velho, in the heart of the BracL 

"We mtendea, I have said, to pass a week there ; such howera 
was the cordi dity with which om- countrjTnen receired vis, uid 
such their kindness and hospitftlity, that we could not bear cm- 
selves away ti I the month was ended. 
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DOWN THE MIIfB. 



AC Boon-dnj here 
TiB twilight, and at saaxei liUckest night. 

BMr. Gordon' made even.' arrangement for nur safe descent- 
Gordon also, who had never before ventured under 
, kindly consented to accompany my wife. It was settled 
; ilr. L'pool and I should descend fii-st, and receive the 
t the bottom of the pit. Mr. Jamea Eatlick, the captain in 
s of the mine,* saw us properly clad in heavy boots for pro- 
lag the ankles, and in stiff leather hats to guard the head 
1 falling stones, and to carry a " dip" stuck on by a lump of 
; the rest of the toilette was " old clothes," for the weai'ing 
t of which my Hibernian cousin defined Rome to be a capital 
A small crowd of surface workmen accompanied us to the 
1 of Walker's inclined plane, a hot and unpleasant hole, 
; to the Caehoeira Mine. The negret Chlco gave one 
e at the deep dai-k pit, wrung his hands, and fled the Tophet, 
{ that nothing in the wide, wide world would make him 
' such an Inferno. He had lately been taught that he is 
being, with an " immortal soul," and he was 
g to believe it in a rougli theoretical way : this certainly 
t look like a place where the good niggers go. 
Mr. John ^\'hittaker, who readied Mono Vellio just in time to 
be of tlie party, and the Superintendent, thought it infra dig. 
to descend othei^wise than by the footway. t Yet even Geordy 
Stephenson did not always despise the " corve." The miners 
run up and down like cats, much preferring the ladder, because 
are they depend upon themselves, not on the chain ; the stranger 

t Me4iiiDK the Uuliieis for ingress a 
egnfn, iMliirtlng llie "PW »i'ouncl tlirni. 
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\nll take some four hoiu's, and next day or two his knees wiD' 
remind liim of the feat. I prefen-ed, despite all the risks spoken 
uf, the big iron bucket which weighs nearly a ton, and carries 
some nineteen cwts. of ore ; the Comishmen call it a " kibble, 
the Brazilians, a "ca^amba."* It hangs to a carnage, nmning 
on a shaft of iron-shod wood, descending at an angle of about 
16°, and it is lowered and raised by a haul-wheel worked by 
water-power. There are two breaks, Cornice " diags," in the 
traction maehinerj' for arresting progress suddenly, and shotild 
the chain snap, there is a catch, to which, however, one must not 
trust. The big tub caieers helplessly foi-wards and downwards, 
■'with a surge," till the sti-ong rivets give way, and the afEur 
becomes a niiu ; the fate of a man dashed into tliis apparentljr 
fathomless abyss of darkness may be imagined. When the 
kibble has reached the liauliug station where the shaft endsi 
self-acting springs detach it from its carnage ; it then descends 
vertically and is filled with stone. 

Accidents have been exceptionally rare in the Great Mine ; few 
have required the epitaph — 

Here 11m tiie hodj of Jan Ticnow, 
Killed nnderfTound, we can't g«y how. 

And there has been no loss of life between -Tiily 1, 1865, and 
November, 1867. The contingencies have ai-iaen chiefly from the 
breaking of dishonestly made chains, which should last two years, 
but which have often struck work after six montlis. The Hnk ii 
fail owing to defective welding of tlie scai-f, the mere skin 
outer sm-faee soon wears through, and imminent danger is the 
result. At first wii'e-ropes were tried and failed ; improved 
manufacture and different conditions of apphcatiou have now 
rendered them safe. Under any average cireumstauees, how- 
ever, a trip in the " kibble " is not more risky tlian to descend 
any one of the four terrible inclined planes, those glissades of 
death, which make the stranger " squirm " on the Santos and 
Sao Paulo Railway. 

Presently the bucket was suspended over tlie abyss, and we 
found in it a rough wooden seat, comfortable enough. We were 

• Thia muat not be confunndod with tie uuUsh, vcrv common on tbe loner 8Sa 
AneoUn word "Ca^lmba," - - . 

for water, eaiik ^nprnlly in 
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fd by ihe pitmen not to look downwarde, ns the glimmei- 
irks and light-points moving about in the mighty obscure 
, causes giddiness and sea-sickness. We did look down, 
rer, and none of us suffered from the trial. More useful 
> was to keep head and hands well within the bucket, 
lly when passing the up-goiug tub. We tipped and 
! half over oiilj' once against a kibble way drum, placed to 
off the " Cn^iimba." Those who followed us had three 
collisions, which made them catch at the chains, and 
ibe them as "moments of fearfid suspense;" they had 
lowered in a kibble with a superfluity of chain. A stout 
S fellow, Zachariali Williams, one of U»e " lads below," kept 
a hail of us, descending the footway as fast ns we rattled 
in our novel vehicle. 

ioold not but marvel at the mighty timbering* which met 
ye as it dilated in the darkness visible — timber in bracketB, 
a hitches or holes ; timber in the footways and sollars 
Bting places ; and timber in the stuUs, platforms for de- 
[ ore, for strengthening the wall, and for defending the 
All was of the best and hardest wood, and it is 
lardly conceivable how in such damp ail' it eould hiive caught 
xe. The immunity of Brazilian cities and towns results mostly 
. the use of timber more like heart-of-oak than our deaI-_ 
The sight suggested a vast underground forest, 
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ft forest torn up by terrible floods, and dashed about by cata- 
racts in all directions, with the wildest confusion. The migh^ 
maze, it need hardly be said, was not without a plan, very 
palpable at the second look. Tenible was the thrust ; in places 
the vastest trunks of the Brazilian forest giants have been cloven 
or crushed. These are at once removed and replaced by others. 
The work is never allowed to get into arrears ; everything moat 
be kept tidy as well as safe, and the masonrir' is as carefully 
watched as the timber. After a short delay one point becomes 
weak, another dangerous, the water comes in, the mine works 
flat, and presently something ^vea way. 

The sight explains why those who are jealous of the muw 
threaten it with exhaustion of wood for fuel and propping. Of 
this, however, there is no present danger, the whole Paraopebs 
district is still untapped, and the Rio das Velhas will yield largA 
supplies for many years. We shall pass charcoal on the way tc 
Sahara, and quantities are to be foiuid at Macftcos to the eootit 
the Mon*o Velho estate. 

lu this part of the Brazil, yoiuig wood, and especially tl 
of small gh'th, does not last, if cut during the lainy season. 
The people here fell it fiom May to August, preferring Jtin^ 
and avoiding, as they say, " mouths which have no R's,' 
we shun oysters in months whicli have them. The rationale i# 
easily understood ; in the cold season, when the " (bdes " have wdl 
set in, the sap leaves the hole and retiuiis to the ground. It is not 
so easy to account for the general belief that wood cut during tha 
moon's wane is not hable to the worm ;* even the Indians will not 
fell trees for their canoes when the snteUite is full. In England, 
I heheve, our ancestors who did not wish to be bald, objected to 
their hair- being cut while the moon was waxing. Lunar action, 
despite northern scepticism, is everywhere in the Tropics a 
matter of faith. We may treat it like mesmerism, as the effect 
of latent electricity, or blind sj-mpathy of some unknown force, 
or, best of all, with De Quincy's 'cnoxn, or suspended judgment. 

• "He que cump™ nca minguautea moy lie aaiU on boUi bides. Witb r-~, 

■erem derrubttdus." Silrii, Liibon Adiims, to ita peniiciaus action upon Bleepen, «■ 

iU. 153. 1 am pleased to aeo Uiiit the are now (old that tlie " moon's raja con* 

queitioD of lunar influcnci; baa of Ute tain polariied light, which cacboniMa, Mid 

Sein b«en conaidered ansettled. Dr. is therefore uitngonistic lo the son'* njt, 

Winilow kddncw evidenca to proTC that as which oxygenate." 
r^fJijvls its effect upon the injiane, much 




DOWN' THE MEXK. 

> timbering does honottr to Mr. John JackAon, the cap- 
charge. It is worked mostly by contract, at so much 
' log. The men who nn<lertake the job receive no pay, 
' supplied with candles, and eaoh pnii- has a negro gang 
-40 head. If they " tip " the slavL-K it is on the principle — 
int of it — which makes us tip Uie railway guard. And here 
bhite man striking a black is very properly fined, 
w^e made an easy descent through this timber avenue of 
■ouB grandeur, antl a bit of lighted tow tied to the bucket- 
n showed us all its features. There was do " rattle liis bones 
: the stones." and the trip lasted fifteen minutes. At the 
the kibble stood still, began to roll like a boat, and 
icended pei-pendicularly till we were received hy Mr. Andrew, 
I slopes captain, now on duty. To-night Mr. Williams will 
ieve him. Our eyes being here tmaccustomed to the new 
, we applied them to the unwatering system, as we stood 
mthe "smnp," wliich to collect the drainage was a little sunk 
low the deepest workings. There are two piunps, one in the 
^hoeira, the other in Baiiu, each with live sets of plungers, 
fked by water power. The rods of the Bahu are 649 feet 
IDches from the centre of the crank nipple pin to the middle 
fthe pin at the surface bob. A hose from the stope-bottom is 
taed by a " lift " or suction-pump, which feeds a cistern above ; 
higher up the process is carried on hy plunger-bolts, until 
the water is conveyed through the sump-shaft to the sm^face. 
This is n decided improvement upon the Brazihftii " bomba " 
and"macAcH," which pei-petuates the old "bund" or " hund- 
filauf " of the Fre3'herg miners. 

Presently Mi-s. Gordon and jny wife, habited in brown-holland 
trowsei-s, belted blouses, and miner's caps, came down delighted 
with tlie "kibble" travelling. The hands did eveiything to 
banish alarm ; showed lights at the stidls ; spoke and eheered as 
they passed, and were attentive as if in a (h-awing-room. They 
were received with ftdendly welcomes to the mines, and loud 
' " vivas." We were then joined hy Messrs. Goi-don and Whittaker, 
.\bo will suffer from what tlie Penivian miners call " Macolca."* 
When our eyesight had become somewhat feline, we threw a general 
;;Iance around. Once more the enormous timbering under the 



M of tb« mueitK, psrtouUrly in the (ore p«rt «t the Hiigh, 
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I bar, or to the eaat of tlie shaft, called to it ererjone't attn>1 
tioQ. 

The miue was utterly uew to me, and most unlike the ^ 
labyrinthsof low drifts and Btifllug galleries, down vhicli Ihti 
often crawled like one of the reptilia or tlie quadrumans. Tl 
vertical height, 1134 feet, aud the 108 feet of breadth, vag 
ralleled in the annala of mining, suggested a cavem, aliugettO 
quan-y, a. mammoth cave raised from the horizontal to the pi 
pendicuhu'. Looking eastward, where the lode is sloped t 
bends up a triHe northwards, before us arises a black asc«i^ 
besprinkled with lights, glittering like glow-woi'ms upon a tsQ 
embankment ; some scattered over tJie lower levels, some fixed 
higher up, with theii' lamps of Iticinus * oil dimmed by distance. 
Caudle-burning, the usual test, detected uothiug abnormal in the 
atmosphere ; the air was free, the ventilation was excellent, uai 
sulphui'etted hydrogen can be found only after blasting, 
pleasant to the shai'eholder's eai- would have been the WXtf 
song of the stope-eutter aud the boisteroiis mii-th of the borer. 
Presently they were silenced, the Superintendent made a sbcat 
speech, and proposed the Wsitors ; this was received with loud 
rivaa aud cheers that smmded strange in the abysm, in the bowell 
of the earth. Of course our feet were " wiped," aud physiull; 
speaking they wanted wiping. The floor was wet, tlie mud yiti 
sUppeiy, and locomotion seemed like au ascent of the PyramidSi 
although tliB gi'oimd was jiretty level consideiing. 

Then turning to the west we ascended a stope or two leading from 
the Cachoeira to the Bahu Mine ; here was a trickling streamlet 
which in a few days would have drowned out the old men.f The 
water is slightly ferruginous, perhaps from contact with the iioo 
tools; it does not, however, much oxydlse or corrode metalSt 
Testing its temperature at various successive horizons, Mr. 
Gordon found the water at the bottom of the mine colder than 
that OQ the surface. He cai-efuUy rejected the elements of error 
arising from animal temperatme, lights, fires, and the highei 
temperatm-e within the sumps. Many obsei-vations have induced 
him to questiou the existence of that inexplicable and indeed 
inconceivable calorie formerly located by M, Cordier and otfaera 

* Id thii mine !UI the works under the 
(lufkoe iM lighted with Riciniia oU. 

+ "Oi AnligoB." nil they nil [hcac who 
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tte centre of tlie earth." It u always a pleasure to see the 
. ihe liighlj- respectable, the " time-honoured truths " of our 
Ifihri-od shattered and cast to the winds. It is satisfactory to 
'^ttm that we do not know everj-thing about the solar paitillax ; and 
t utit we have even something to explore about the moon. It is a 
^-eat to unlearn that, despite the teachings of Artesian wells and 
■'■ ToUanoes, of eaithquakes and of thermal springs, we are 
' ^iIiabitLiig a kind of mundane egg-shell, a solid crust, au orange 
^kiu of badly conducting matter, a bomb stuffed with impos- 
■iblfc conteDts, Mr. Glaisher's adventiuous balloon ascents have 
-' -A-erely damaged Humboldt's ratio of thei-mal decrement in 
levatiou. Let us hope that Mr. Gordon may unmask that pre* 
Qtioua caloric, lend aid to the solid rocky skeleton theory, and 
fhus light up another dark place for the rational eye. I 

As we went forwards the roof of the Cachoeira, especially about 
the sump and at tlie middle section, seemed to impend consider* 
wbly, with protuberances which excited astoiushment. Of late, 
pfti-t of the northern hanging wall has been somewhat baulk and 
unsound, whilst mucJi killas has appealed in the southern side ; 
thus the lode has somewhat contracted and diminished. Yet the 
inherent strength of the roof is judged to need little ailificial 
support, and we were shown the remnant of the bar or tongue of 
killas slate which separated the two great mines, and which was 
long left as a prop. For the futiu-e the capel and other valueless 
matter will he left in the " Cachoeira." thus avoiding the trouble 



* The gmliul iucremeut at best is anp- 
l-oseJ greitl; ta tiij according to the 
iialore of the roclc, Tho difference in taul 
ia» been staled %a ba as much as 12 to 35 
metre* per 1' (Cent.). We may nssume 
the »vBrBge of 1° Fiihr. = J Cunligndo 
■.A TO feet— 34 feet (Amted), la ei) feet 
iHenchel). A luiJe of depth ujnuilly re- 
Ki^eenls 117* (P.) = S5* C. ; at two milen 
.v.iiar boil^ at 2700 metree it becomes 
i^am, at SOOO metres Butphiu' would bo 
luBol, at 6S00 metna lead would be melted, 
lit 9 miles all Bubatances are red-hot, and 
!it 30 — 40 miles all matter a in (oeion or 
ineaudiiweiKe. What then can iliero be 
300-3000 nulea below the aurfaoo f 

Aceordiog to Lt. Moiaea (p. 42), the 
surface tcmpenituro of Morro Velho i» 
75* (F.), and at the bottom 81° (?.). and 
he Kaacks ttut the geaerai Dplaian repi'e- 
tiuta it to be «eiy hot. He makes the 
n anaiial lemperatnre of Morro Velbo 



20°-a5 (Cent.), and this gives- 
Temp. 7 metres below surface. 20*'a5 (C.) 
,, at bottom of mine . , 27''22 (0.) 



Diffei'eDec 
The depth being thoi 
— a or 7) giTes 1* 



. . fl''87 (C.) 
294-0 (i.e., 271" 
40-27 of 



(C.) 



t Hr. Gordon in, I ODderBtand, about 
to publish the n»iiItB of bin iabuuis. 
Meanwhile, he kJudJy gave me leave to oae 
an extract, wiueh will he found in Appen- 
dix 1 (aection B). TLo fisurea chow great 
irregularity both in tho wal*r and in the air. 
i)f. Juliua Schvarci, tho Hungarian »n- 
throiwlogist, hu also, I beliuvo, attaclied 
'■internal heat." and baa BUpplanted the 
aoctrioe of n centml fire by au entirely 
new argumont. (Anthrop, Eeviei 
-October, 1867, p. 37a.> *"- " 
theory, with pores and car 
fieij SuSd, ia, I beliovc, gaining ground. 




And expense uf rtusing it, and utilizing it in parts of the excftTft' 
tion, where liitherto for safety much timber has been expended. 

And now looking west, the huge Palace of Darkness, dim in 
long pei'spectivc, wears a tremendous aspect ; above us there 
seemed to be a sky witliont an atmosphere. The walls were 
either black as the giave or reflected slender rays of light glancing 
fi-om the polished watery surface, or were broken into monstrous 
projections, half revealing and half concealing the cavemQus gloomy 
recesses. Despite the lamps, the night pressed upon us, as it 
were, with a weight, and tlie only measure of distance was a spark 
here and there, glimmering like a single star. Distinctly Dan- 
tesque was the gulf between the huge mountain sides, apparently 
threatening every moment to full. Everi-thing, even the accents 
of a familiar voice, seemed changed, the eai' was sti-uck by the 
sharp click and dull thud of tlie hammer upon the boring iron, 
and this upon the stone ; each blow invariably struck so as to 
keep time with the wild chaunt of the borer. The otlier definite 
sounds, cm-iously complicated by an echo, which seemed to be 
within reach, were tlie slush of water on the eubteiTauean path, 
the rattling of the gold stone thrown into Uie kibbles, and the- 
crash of chain and bucket. Through this Infenio gnomes and> 
kobolds glided about in ghostly fashion, half-naked figures' 
muffled by the mist. Here dark bodies, gleaming with beaded 
heat-drops, bung by chains in what seemed frightful positions ; 
there tliey swung like Leotard from place to place ; there they 
swanned up loose ropes like the Troglodytes ; there they moved' 
over scafTolds, which, even to look up at, would make a nervous 
tempemment tMxzy, This one view amply rejiaid uh. It was » 
place- 

Where thimshta were many, lunl wJiore wonU were few; 

but tht; ellect will remain U|ioii the mental retijia as long as o 
bi-ains do their dnty. 

At the end of two houi's 
thick-ribbed gold, and v 



left this cathedral'd cave 
2re safely got like ore to gi'ass. 
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; have just seen the stune neai up by the kibble fillers. 
1 whole process between the lode and the uigot will now be 
the charge of the Reduction Officer, Mr. Diotach, whose 
Dient employs some 550 hiuids. We will accompany 
" Good Lord deliver ns," and witness the hirth of the babe, 
le embryo is placed in the tram-waggons connecting the 
) with the spulling -floors. The latter are four in number, 
r sheds, completely guarded from rain and sea. Here 
i the hrst process of mechanical pulverization. To each 
i allotted a feitor or overseer, and imder him the sledgera 
k the larger pieces to the size of a man's hst. The women, 
i four to one man, then reduce it to t)ie size of moderate 
icadaju, about 1^ inch squaie, small enough to pass through the 
ippers feeding the stamp coffers. Theh hammers are long- 
ndled, with lozeuge-shaped steel beads, weighing 1^ lb., and a 
pit-class woman breaks a ton and a-hnlf a day. They easily 
I to "pick," to separate tlie rich from the poor ore : the 
r has nu metallic lustie, no iiideacenee. An over -abundance 
of slate and quartz at times causes delay, which is employed in 
rest. Eacli spaller must fill up one or two wooden funnels, con- 
taining 16 cubic feet, and during the sis days a supply for the 
seventh is accumulated. The men laboiu' only whilst it is Ught ; 
the industrious can finish their tasks on Friday evening, and thus 
they have tlie Saturday for themselves. Women mid fresh hands 
are spared, and they can usually "knock off," if tliey please, at 
2 P.M. They suffer from the stone dust, but this could be easily 
remedied ^vith fans. 



At fii'st fctight 350 hands engaged in Bpalling seems a Bad v 
of power. But it is not easy to improve upon the system, -Kidei 
has lasted since 1767- The roads, it has been shown, are unfit 
to bear heavy machineiy. The use of steam has been rejected, 
water being by no means plentiful. "Bagg's steam spalling 
hammer" was tried, and failed. Xowthe Superintendent is about 
to set up another labour-saring contrivance, "Blake's stom 
crushing machine,"* of which we saw a portion in the stjum^i 
Barbacena. 

For fiullier pulverization the spnlled stone must be stamped.^ 
The amoimt treated at head-quartera is 200 — 210 tons per diem 
more in the rains, less in the diy season. Half an ounce of goU 
per ton pays, and the present rate, nearly one ounce per ton, ii 
highly remunerative. Also, I have said, to clear off expense^ 
(400/.) 800 tons of stuff must everj' day be raised from the mint^ 
and to give dividends, 400. Tliis gives a fail- view of the work 
done. 

The poor ore, as we have seen, goes by a tj'aniway to ti 
Pi-aia. The rich spalled stuff is thrown into a row of woodi 
funnels, which, opening below, ilischarge into tram-waggoiU 
working in a tunnel. These carts are shunted up to the Stam] 
Passes, and are tipped over into enclosed slides of wood, each i 
general reservoir, which, assisted by a central " lifter," feeds i 
its stamps for a day and a fraction. The Passes are regulated l:^ 
hoppers, with weighted anus acting as springs. The stamps 
divided into sections of three heads each, are worked by thl 
simple old water-wheel I and horizontal axle, whose cogs o 
ruse, 60 to 78 times per nii]]ute, upright shafts ranged in i 
like capstan bars, or the pestles of an African housewife. Eaid 



' rbs BnuilUnB call it ''Couiedar," or 
Rtone-eater, dd acmnnt of iU laovuLIe 
Bmb er jaw. 

f Th« OK ibunpeil Iwtwcen Msrub tuxl 
August, laee, amounted to 2S,0S7 ton*. 

Daring the S proc»diag montbB, 39,C42 

Ihiritig the 6 mantlm onding Anguirt, 
1866, 30,268 lens. 

In June, 1867, um« SOiO t«iu vcru 
atamped, 

t The vheels viuy bom 3n to GO fnct in 
dismetor. Thore nre 1 nt hcad.qniirters, 
TUi, 6 for the Kbunpa, 1 for Iho tritani- 
tora, nnd 1 (or unalgunktion. Thfl Mamp' 



Prniu. At head^quorters thore an 6 a 
(nr 135 heads), named the Addaon, Hi 
ring. FoTlea, Lyon, CoteHworlh, mnd E 
Bannnh. At the Praia are 2 batteriai (5| 
heads). Thus the tctal is IBl hi -^ --"^ 
tribnted into 61 batteries. 

The Piais has S laige " pnaaed wbeeU/ 
upon nhoee centre the water impfnfeti 
The larger, 32 feet in diameter, and " ' 
1 inch Tide, diiTcs the Hooking «l . , 
S2 beade and 2 triturat»n ; the nulkr, 
26 feet X 7 fevt 8 inohes, worin 1* ~ 
lllingsvorth, of 24 bonds and t aim 
The Praia Btani» are not selt-few 
innnunl Inlmiir r1w« the bopi«T'» ■ 
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Piifter" has a "head" of oountiy u'oii weighiug when new five to 
: arrobas; the rest of tlie instrument gives a total weight ol' 
" -288 lbs., Butl oach head costs 26S000 to 27S000. Aftei' 

kree months or so they become much worn, and are transferred, 
e the short breeches of the elder brother, to the Cadet at the 
The Superintendent has imported steel heads from 

togland ; each one valued at 106 S 300, and not one lasted out 
Jie common "chapas de ferro" of Minas h-on. 

The "coffer" or rectangular trough in which the stamps work 
is a wooden box lined with iron to receive a blow of 880 lbs, ; it 
is 26 to 30 inches long by 1 foot to 18 inches wide. All are prot-ected 
fore and aft by copper grates, with 6000 to 10,000 holes to the 
square inch, and raised 20 to 23 inches above tiie coffer, t" 
prevent the fine powder passing away : &'om a short distance j-ou 
see the grey dust and water smging up around the stamp head. 
A horizontal tiough drops through a holt? above tlie grating suffi- 
cient water to keep the charge wet in each batterj- ; once a week 
the grates, which are liable to cloggiug, must be removed, and 
the gold sand washed out. The stamp labourei-a are divided into 
two gangs, working day and night by alternate weeks. 

This system of stamping loses free gold, which, when finely 
laminated, is too light to sink, and floats off with the slimes. 
Mr. Thos. Treloar, whose expeiienco at C'ocaes, Congo Soco, and 
other places, entitles his opinion to respect, has declared that 7 
—8 per cent, of this thin plate gold disappeai-s. Evidently the 
sole remedy is to re-treat till deposition takes place. 

Now commences the concentration process. The coffer-sup- 
plying trough also gives water enough to wash the stamped and 
pulverized matter down the strakes. These substitutes for the 
earth ti-enches and " canoas," are wooden planes 26 feet long, 
divided by ribs into shallow compartments, 8 feet long by 14 
inches wide, witli an angle of inclination of 1 inch per foot. Each 
compartment is floored with an oblong of partially tanned bullock's 
skin, or blanket when liide fails : it takes tlie place of the old 
Brazilian grass sod. The tannerj* is near to and north of the 
Bibeirao Bridge. 

The principle is tliat the heavj- but invisible gold in the slaty 

sand adheres to tlie skin, whilst tlie hghter eorthj- particles arr 

washed away. The hair is against the course of the water, hut \.W 

■iittle transverse lines of wrinkle, which lime and use \,i:ti.c« wjci"ci S3ci^t 
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Burfiice, me uf more importauce. Each ton of ore passing over 
the ekiiie, leaves fiom oue-thii-d to one-half of a cubic foot of rich 
sand, and each cubic foot produces on an average 2 ounces of 
«old. 

For the most part womeu attend the strakea and do the light 
I work of watching the machinery, trimming the skins, and regu- 
lating the water ; if this be neglected, the sand becomes clogged, 
and the gold Houta over. The skins are divided into three upper 
or head skins, two middles, and two tails. The former, being the 
I richest, are washed every two hours ui one of the seven head saad 
boxes, whose keys oie kept by the feitors. The laige chest is 
f divided into thi'ce compailments : the Jiides are first washed in tlie 
' two side chambers; they are then drawn tlirough the "swim- 
box " or middle space ; and finally they are restored to tlie 
strakes. The middle and tail skins m-e washed eveiT foui* hoars, 
and the latter mnst be re-straked * before they are rich enough to 
be amalgauiated with the head-skins. 

Thus the finer sand is ready for amalgamation. But the 
coarser stuff that passes over the strake-skins still contains some 
80 per cent, of gold. It is carried down by the launders to an 
ingenious self-acting apparatus, called a separator or classificator, 
adopted about four years ago, and much prefeiTed to the old 
" concenti'ating ties." It is a wooden trough 12 feet long by 2) 
wide, with foui- funnels perforated below ; in these the stuff to be 
washed is gradually deposited ; the heaviest pailicles settle in the 
fii'st, where there is most watershed ; the lightest in the last, 
where there is least, an<l the residue of impalpable slime runs 
through an open trapeze -shnped ti'ough into the common drain, 
the Ribeirao. 

The four tunnels dlschai'ge theii* contents into grinding cirdea 

of wood, stone paved, and about 8 feet in diameter. These are 

^ the "arrasti-es" or tiiturators.f protected by their sheds. A 

I water-wheel works two horizontal aims, which di-ag by strong 

* Thoy ore lonocntnilfld in "tniling- only to tritnraW. Thore ire throe «rt», tho 

boxeB," iaige troughH filled with wster : Ruutii, which rcceire tho wuhingi ot tb« 

these, when tba botlioma are opened, wuah Addiaon and Herring etiunps ; Ihu ii > 

the UDd> doiTD the hides once more. The small building to the Bonih-we*t of the 

lioiraa are in pain, one baing clcHGd for mnin Bpnlling floor. There are alao the 

vraahing tlio hidoa wbilEit the Other etin Niv-mill anutrca in n lower d«tMlMd ■ 

cborgw the suid. building ; th«y re-<rark the sand only when 

+ Drag stonts, from "amifltnir," (■> not employed in plonk-outting- Th« thirl , 

ilraw. In Mexico the mdo contrivnno; are tlio smnlguniition unutre", attaehcd ■ 

^M wns n«ed for amalgnmation, here it itcnoj to the amalgamntiao whoel. I 

H ^^ k^ ■ 
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THK BIItTH or THK BABl 

IS four stones, eath weighing a ton : the Iwle-etone is prfl't'iTL'd 

■ this purpose, as quartit does not gi-ind well. After k 

ugh trituration tlie sand passes over the aiTastres-strakes, is 

d into tailing boxes, and is then prepared for the Ainalga- 

House. 

even after this second process it was found necessary 
to reduce the i-efuse containing disseminated gold : 
) till 1855 was thrown into the stream: in 1856 the "Praia 
irfcs" were bepm, and in 1858 they were reitdy for use. 
am was thrown across the Ribeirao to give a full of water. 
Arrastrea sand was run along the right bank in a flumti 
feet long, 1 foot wide, and 9 inches deep. It was then 
^n up by a leat passing through a tunnel in the liill upon 
ich stands Mr. Smyth's bungalow, and finally it is carried 
launders to the lower works. Hei-e it falls in a series 
concenti'atiug ties that sepaiate the coarse from the fine 
and from 160 to 170 cubic feet of sand-water are de- 
rered per minute. The santl is now re -stamped with a 
substance to assist the gi'inding. Fomierly CascaUin- 
-which contains quartz and iron — sand and alluvial 
losits from the Ribeirao, were employed. Now tliey use quoi-tz 
killas in pieces about 2 inches long, and they find the 
:ic quartz the best. 

le main works tlje rich "head sand," wliich we have seen 
y disentangled from tlie stone matrix, enters upon another 
It is carefully kept moist, and defended from the atmos- 
n wash tanks under water; thus the flouring and 
'deriug of the mercury ai'e prevented. It is canned down from 
the boxes to the Amalgamation House in wooden bowls: the 
can-iei-B ai'e usually about twenty, witli a reinforcement on 
Mondays. This is wholesome work in the open air ; but in the 
fm-tlier process the yoimgest and stoutest hands are used, as 
■' washing" doubtless affects the health. Inclined planes for con- 
veying the sand and otlier economical processes have been 
proposed ; the Superintendent, however, sensibly cares most 
to show a good balance-sheet, and has little inducement to try 
expensive and precarious experiments. 

The head sand is first deposited for uieasurcniont in boxes, 
each holding 16 cubic feet. Oi these there are 16. and each 
>nnects by a funnel with its Freyherg or v\vi\ft\r!,o,mtA\v\^ \ii 
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vbose contents ai'e the same.* The sand is watered, Rnd a small 
wheel causes the barrel to revolve for half an hour at the rate of 
18 — 14 rcvoliitious per ininutfi. The " Freyberg" is then opened: 
if the paste be too wet the mercury will not mix well with the 
Band ; the other extreme will divide the quicksilver too finely. 
"When the mass is of proper consistency, 50 — 60 lbs. of mercury t 
are added to each ban-el, which is expected to contain 32 onnces 
of gold. 

Formerly the barrel process was continued 48 hours before the 
disengaged pai'ticles of concenti'ated sand were brought into com- 
plete contact witli the mercury. Now the average is from 24 to 26 
hours : the shorter time is in tlie hotter weather, and the richest 
gold requires the moBt work. Aftei- 24 hours a sample from the 
ban-el is washed in the batea to see if any fi-ee gold remains. In 
Brazilian mines the first " bateada " is always given for good luck 
to strangers. 

Wlien amalgamated, the muddy and partially liquid mixture is 
dischai'ged from the boiTel into the receiving trough placed imme- 
diately below, and here it sinks, freeing itself from the water. 
The object is now gradually to sepai-ate the mercury and amalgam 
from the mineral re,sidue, the sand and the other impurities. 
The mass is washed down into a "lavadero" or " saxe," a 
machine composed of 10 ti'oiighs, each IG inches long and 17 
deep, reciprocating and working in wheels with a to-and-firo 
horizontal motion. Eacli compartment is charged with a bed of 
mercury, from 340 to 460 lbs., forming a stratum about 1 inch in 
depth. Two or three inches above the quicksilver is a passage 
through which the residuaiy sand and water are exjielled by the 
movement. The free mercury rises and may be drawn off for use, 
whilst the amalgam sinks by its gi'eater specific weight. Each 
compartment will sepai-ate in 8 houi-s its 16 cubic feet.[ 

The foiu^h operation is "cleaning up," or sepai'ating the gold 

• SomD sU differiMit tamlcs— iron luuia, cnbic toot, Tljc prioo of quioVsilvBT st , 

doUy-tnbs, &c , have Ijoon tried, IjbI the Morro Velho !■ ouly J ) SOI) por jb. , Kod it 

raTDlring barrel haa finallj besn preferred ; ie ckcnpor to \iaav awtij- tbe ikk if " ' 

tlw othen gare inforior rcsulta, with a than to treat it vitb todium. 

greater Iom of mercur?. t The sand WMhe^l out of tlie laat s 

t In 1S40, tho monthly low of quick- compartment runs oyer atrakes, and hsiB 

■ilvcr iras 3s— 70 lbs. In lySD, the cod- the hides arrest stray portioua of -™-1g i T f 

Btunption waa 1061 tbi., oi 39 oia. per and "lias;" the latter ia composed of 

cubic foot of aaud uiuJganiated. In Haj, variona oxijea and pearliah mercnij, Sodj 

1867, 5200 Iba. hare bom used in unalgam, diTided hy the aulphate of the iron 

givinj; 4 loss of S5 Ilia., or Oil Iba. per oiida aud the fnM aulphuric add. 
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&oin the amalgiim : this is done three times each montli 
after " divisions, " longer or shorter periods of 10 to 12 
days. The upper part of the saxe is remo%'ed, boiling 
water is poured into each compaitnient, and thus the metal is 
more easily separated. Then the surface of the amalgam is 
covered with a stnitom of coarse sand, from J to J an inch thick. 
jVfter the hot water has been thrown out the sand is easily 
skimmed otf, and the quicksilver becomes clean. The amalgam 
is then by strong twisting Utered tlirough canvas cones of the 
stoutest Russian linen like cofiWe strainers, with stout iron rings 
round the mouths : the bags are subsequently treated to recover 
a little gold. The liquid quicksilver is thus forced out into a 
vessel I'eady prepared : the metal is considered pure, but minute 
inspection shows finely diffused gold. That which remains behind 
is still impure with nnnei-al snnd, Poitions of the paste weigh- 
ing 14—15 lbs. are rubbed in Wedgewood mortars with boiling 
water, which softens the mercurial alloy, and with native soap, 
which removes the impiuities. Mercury is then added, the fluid 
amalgam is poured from pan to pan, both being of iron heated, 

id the surface di'oss or scum thus thrown up to the siu-face is 
ioved. Boiling water and soaii are reapplied till inipm-ities 

lappear, and the metal looks bright with a silveiy lusti'e. 

Now balls of tlie pasty amalgam, weighing 15 ounces to 2 lbs., are 
kneaded into the shape of eggs, an<l are squeezed, wrung, and 
beaten in chamois leather till no fi'Ce metal appears. The residue 
is a solid containing 42 per cent, of argentiferous gold • and 
57 — 58 per cent, of mercury, with some impure matter, chiefly 
mineral sand. After this the balls, carefully weiglied, are re- 
:d in the nsual manner ; the operation is completed after six 

seven hours. 

But the gold is still impure with iron and arsenic, nor has it 
the proper shape. It calls for the fifth form of treatment — the 
metallui-gical. 

The precious ore is now melted in crucibles of refractory clay 
lie by M. Payen of Paris. Each is charged with 12^ lbs. of 
ty, and J lb. of flux, borax, and bicai'bunate of soda m equal 

■portions. It is then placed in an air furnace t heated by 

* A [cv jam nga the prDpartion of the (fumoa ftltus) uE cDod Kolldily, lined vitb 

pneioiu meUl vas on]; 37 to U2 — 63. cut-iron iilal«a, two cupel fnnucM at 

+ Id 18(12 ft small Inborstoij and ui ana; muoDrjr.'one dry bith, <ine fpld. -mt^lKof, 

oSco vera built near the AnuIgsmaUoii nxnn, and ohh i'ci^\&'j-iQin&, VI^un^'l- 
Boaae. X£qr eoDUiii (wo wind-laxtuioet 
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I chai-coal. and a cUiiuiiey or stock fl6 feet high Beciires the liegrew 
l.oftemperatiire required. Connilete fusion is effected in about 
I 45 minutes. The crucible " is taken up with tongs, and tJie 
I golden fluid is poured like a bar of soap into nn oblong raonlH 
I of cast iron previously wanned to expel moisture, and slightly 
I greased. 

Thus the babe is born and cradled. 

1 It is born, however, with a caul. The skiu is lilaok with &« 

I slag of the fused salts, which have dissoWed the impure matter "f 

I the golden charge. This surface is knocked ofl" with the haimner, 

and the bar is found to have lost, from the crucible and other 

causes, from 6 to 8 oitavas, or J per cent, of its original weight. 

The ingots ai-e cast three times per month, and 14 jier diem 

is fair work. Each weighs 1600 oitavas, and assuming this «l 

7«. per oitava, the value will be 560i.t 

And now Uie birtli must be sent home. After each secoBd 
month the bars are taken to the Company's office, and ire 
there weighed by the Reduction officer in the presence of the 
Superintendent. They are then screwed down in small soUd 
boxes of the fine hard yellow wood " vinhatico," each ease 
containing three bars, and sealed with the Company's seal. 
The small packages are stowed away in as many mail-trunks, 
and are committed to the " Gold Troop." This is com- 
manded by Mr. George Morgan, .Tun., an experienced tra- 
veller, for whose kindness to my wife, on her return, I am 
, most gi'ateful. She would not have hesitated to travel 
Accompanied only by imarmed blacks : there are few places 



* Aiter 3 — i meltingH the crncible* tie 
W0I1] out, they aro then cnuhetl, and thfl 
gold ia the littlo crack* of tlie Taaterial, 
uid tlio Bne globules on the aurftue uf the 
porous cl»j. nit recoTctoiL 

t The dry way is mod jn tho cjirefully 

eondncted Maoyi nMfKuiTy to diseoTer the 

tou in iirocem," and Ihn *alne of the 

re trented diirioK the itivirioiu, ITie Hint 

ep i» to "umple," n deliento knd im- 

IKirtant ina(t«r, unjustiflalily ncglMted by 

the DnndeDtilia Gimiih miner. Three 

: A dny, with inlerralB of four houn, 20 

I mbic JDchn nf Btnff, tflken from each coSor, 

B placed in tho harreli till tho minomi 

' IKUtioltB depoBJl theninclve*. The "sqw- 

ntiouH, " or tpecimcnH of the different Ini1»i, 

I minipsMcd U Uid »«ny offioe after ererj' 



l«th, and a charge of tva aa. it wa^ti 
nir. It then reccires the Sni (fnndentcl, 
GOO griL of red oiide of lud, two col 
biroTbaiuitc of sods, one ok. borax, (rk at. 
common salt, and a little chaieoal povder. 
Fupion is effected in an earthen cmcible, 
with a smiil iron rod, that causes the lead 
lo remain dnctile, and the armiic M 
nepante from the sulphur, ami collect at tbs 
li<p. Tho operation ia aJKAyi checked bj 
a xecond Hsmple. When its conteati hara 
Iwen liquified in the fusion furnace, they 
are poured into an iron mould, where the 
K'irin of tho flni and the meliiloidi and 
minerals, niscnic, inlphur, iron, aloini- 
uium, silidnm. and other*, separate them- 
selTK Finally, the cupel |cadinha) and 
muffle are used, and tlie bntton (eulote) nl 
UcentifBTODa eild i* the hi ~ 
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where this can be done with perfect safety, even in civihzed 
America. 

Mr. Morgan is armed, and is escorted by two Tropeiro-guards, 
who have permission to carry pistols ; the rest are drivers, with 
no weapons but their knives. Nothing could be easier than to 
scatter the little escort; a few shots from any hill-side would 
throw all the mules into confusion, and much treasure might be 
taken without bloodshed. That no such attempt has ever been 
made to plunder speaks very highly of Mineii'o honesty, espe- 
cially in a country where the police is merely nominal. It is 
related that, many years ago, a highwayman was captured after a 
short, successful career of bandittism ; he was sent to Rio de 
Janeiro, ostensibly for judgment, but he was accidentally shot on 
the road. His death produced an excellent effect ; had he 
reached Rio he would have escaped upon the same principle that 
causes Big Elk or Spotted Dog, after scalping a few dozen whites, 
to be feted and flunkeyed at Washington. 

Thus housed, the babe embarks for England. It had better 
far have remained in the Brazil, where such small population is 
much wanted. 



CHAPTER XXVII. 

THE WHITE MTKER AND THE BROWN MINER. 



"No flourishing and prosperous conuntmity of the different races of Uie E 
' family hsB ever Bxisted in a lower latitude then a«°."— -I/r. Crairfuri, learnt. 
I Sthno. Soc, Toi L, pmt 2, p. 304. 

It may be said with truth tliat as a field foi" the wliite man no 
country equals the Brazil. In colonial days the pride of the 
people gave awny theii- daughters to the Portuguese paupers, 
pedibus qui venerat albis, but who could prove gentility. In later 
. tunes Eui-opean clerks and mechanics have intermarried as a rule 
[ with the " first families," In tliis most democratic of empires, 
I in this " monarchy fenced round with democratic institutions," 
I this "republic disguised as an empire," all wliite men, not all 
I free men, are equals, socially as well as politically. All are, to 
c use the Spanisii saying, "as noble gentlemen as the king, but 
[ Hot so rich." The aristocracy of the skin is so strong — despite 
L the governmental apophthegm " all men are equal" — that nothing 
I can make up for its absence.* Every "branco" is as good as 
I his neighbom-, upon the same principle that everj- scion of 
I Basque-land has an equal title to " gentlemanship." This 
L naturally, inevitably results from the presence of an inferior 
h race and a sen41e caste. And thus it comes that society knows 
I two diWsions, and two onlj', free man and slave, or synonymously 
I -white man I and black man. Hence here, as in the United States, 
r we observe the unnecessary ijisolence with wliich the prol^taire 
I from Europe delights to assert his independence. I have been 
addressed by a runaway EngUsh seaman whom I had never seen, 
L simply thus, " Emtin," Ac, &c. 

L _• The fioo in the Broiil being grently tmre v\oie Mood an proud of it iiyooA 

■Auind, aUuKiDDi to colour in geiienU societj ninuiin!. 

bo laiil tABto. Stmogns, + " Meu InnMo " — my nhitp— i* llii 

r, wiU Boon nnuu-k Uutt funilics id civil luldroig nwd bf Indiniu uid A&iom. 
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^1 Id the gi-eat Atlantic cities of the Brazil, and these only are, 

P'ss a rule, known to foreigners, there are Bectioua of the labour 

market where competition flourishes, and whei'e, thanis to the 

Liberal party, there is a great and increasing jealousy of strangers. 

Not 80 in the interior and in the small towns. Nowhere can an 

t honest hardworking man get on so well with such a minimum 
of money or ability. The services of a useful hand, whatever 
be Lis spet^ialty or trick, will be bid for at once, and at tlte 
highest possible value, and will always renioui in demand ; and 
it is simply his own fault if employment does not lead on to 

^ fortune, and to what we may call rank. Convinced of this fact, 
'irbenever I hear a foreigner complain tJiat he has failed in the 
Brazil, and rail against the people and their institutions, it is 
ptoof positive to me tliat the country has eveiy right to complain 
of him — in fact that he is a "ne'er do weel," that he drinks, or he 
is an idler ; he is inconugibly dishonest ; or finally, to be chari- 
table, that he is an impossible man. This is unhappily far from 
feeing the usual beUef;* but my personal experience of nearly 
jree years, during which 1 have stuihed every phase of society 
etween the palace and tlie cottage', entitles me to form an iude- 
^ndent opinion. 

Morro Velho alone will supply many instanccB of men who 

came out as simple miners and mechanics, and who by industry, 

sobriety, and good conduct, unaided by education or talent, have 

risen to positions which in an older coimtrj' could not be achieved 

^n a single generation. Some have gone forth from it to become 

Superintendents of minin g companies ; others are local capitahsts, 

bud there are many instances of success on a smaller scale. 

■ At the great mine, besides the ofGcers, there are (June, 1867) 
Mighty-six English miners, and fifty-five workmen and mechanics; 
Mhe grand total of whites, including families, ia 343,t Contracts 
tBre made in England, usually for six years, renewable by consent 
|i|>f both contracting parties. The wages of miners and mechanics 
[Tftry from £8 to £10 per month of twenty-five working days ; 
Erien of superior skill command more. The .ontward passage, 

■ " Btnwigere are disposed, natundly Uw fewer, tUan in tLu Braiil, Tradw 
Bi Bangb. to eiaggenle the jealoTi!i; of tho unions, nad other nnk growths of av«r- 
IpBOpli!, and to complain of a eombiiuitlDa poputatioD, are of ocune hare unlinowD. 
B^nst them. But let the comploioers try f In Appendix 1, Section C. , tho reader 
^E^ Barapean connli;, aai] the; wiU find, I will Knd a " Qeaeral Sauunar^ (A. %l>a<»in. 
^^hMW^nMdj mw« obataela in aaaj, in Ijsl" lot Ixat, \M>I . - J 
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sstiug £28 168., is paid by tlie Company, During tbe first 
-eai-a there is an increase of wages, depending npon good 
londitct, of £1 per mensem. TLe men are encom-aged to t«ke 
sontracts, and " no progi'ess no pay," secures double the amount 
F work done on " owner's account." They easily invest their 
Isaviiigs at ten to fom'teeu ])er cent.; they remit money withoot 
I cost to Rio de Janeiro, and in the banks there are some £8800 
' of small economies. 

Each miner is bound in a penalty of ^50, whith bad behaviom" 
forfeits, and £1 is deducted monthly for the "penalty fiind." 
Eight shillings per mensem are taken for the contingency of 
the return passage, which costs £25 ; when, however, a man 
falls sick before the expiration of his engagement, the Company 
pays for his homeward journey, and his salaiy ceases from the 

I day of his leaving the mine. This should be rendered com- 
pulsory upon all English associations in the Brazil, and thns 
we should avoid the degradation of seeing our fellow country- 
loen, after being dismissed by some petty official, wandering 
about houseless, friendless, barefooted, and in rags. In my day 
We^were not allowed to take home a native senant from India 
withdiit depositing the value of his return passage ; either some 
similar law should be made by om- Imperial Parhament, or the 
distressed British landsmen should he treated as " distressed 

I seamen." * 
AMien miners bring out their families to Morro Velho. there 
is no contract for the children, whose labour thus belongs to 
the parents. The newly arrived get credit at the store of 
Messrs. Alexander and Co., and, as has been shown, house 
rent amounts to a few shillings a year. The hand, as a rule, 
preserves his EugUsh tastes, which M. FrancatelU and otheis 
ignore ; he disdains cheap soups, he sneers at the cabbage stalk, 
iie affects ducks and turkeys, poit and sheiTy. In his owu 
language he wants the best of everything, and plenty of it j 



* I ihonld propoae tlut aven niea din- 
nused for ill conduct tbuuld ba seat liomu 
kt tha eigxiiue uf Campkuica tlut Iuits em- 
ployed tLsia. Tliis vould IgmI to mure 
dRimupcotion bi cuffiging urraiibi with 
V (ood mrtifintca. At k rule tlio Englisli 
L'OpentiTo "toKu hi* heki " during his few 
|«M nHiaUii in tlio Knuil. Be baa escaped 

] cJm* ilktuaUous, lie SuJi hioiwlf 




looked upon lu an equ^, ud evm noeiTed 
by thow to whom in Bnglind h« urouU 
touch hi* hat on tha rood-iid*. Aocord- 
ioglj he waxes " bumptiooi," ha "cluck*" 
hi* iBperior, kuJ befara he ha* Wnied Uu 
luiSU*^ or the ws; to thrire, he i* tunwid 
out, not to itarre — -theni ia do BlarriDK id 
the Bniil— but to tat the bread of Uf- 
ipu:)', to diiuk, auJ lU^jWltl}- tu nil. 
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he aspires to " spend -with the best," and bo does his" wife. 
In case of transgress ing orders he is for the smaller offences 
mulcted, for the greater dismissed. The amount of fines is 
settled at the daily " Officers' Conference," and the paper is 
posted at the bridge. I have seen a single mulct of £3 Sa, ; 
this is true hmnanity, as it may save the culprit &om the loss 
of an excellent " berth." 

Here the English labourer can do only from two-thii-ds to three- 
jrlburths of his normal task in Europe ; he lias little manual labour, 
Bind the foiuteen to twenty miners wlio are at tlie same time below 
V'ground, mostly act as supei-visors, and mark or measure for the 
icks. The day is eight hours, and only every third week is 
I'&ight work. 

The Englishman, generally speaking, here looks well, and 
lerably healthy, without, hpwever, showing the colour and the 
leBh which he has at home. The Brazil is by far tlie most 
salubrious of tropical climates, as fai- as these nre known to 
me ; and the many pulmomuy patients who, condemned to 
death by the doctor in Emope, find strength and well being, 
will doubtless agree with me. But the robust man of the 
Temperates requires acclimatization, and he lacks that prepon- 
derance of the nervous temperament which will be the portion 
_ of his childi'en. 

One would suppose that Morro Vellio is a paradise for those 

who have led in England the hard lives of pitmen. But though 

■ilie labourers are mostly, I believe, satisfied, it is not in human 

uture, especially in British human nature, to avoid grumbling 

t the transition from " bread, barley, and boiled turnips," to 

jef and poultry. There aie cases of home sickness, an English- 

iroman pined away and died of nostalgia during our visit to the 

F. naine, and it was proposed to send back to her natal feas 

unother who seemed likely to end iu the same way. Drunkenness 

is comparatively rare, brandy and gin are hardly obtainable, and 

the bouquet of the futai cacha^a deters many from the danger. 

; mostly from one county, the men preserve their peculiar 

scent, and not a few of tlieu- superstitions. " Dowsing," for 

iBtance, has crossed the Atlantic, although the hazel used in Uie 

lomish form of rhabdoraancy does not yet gi'ow in the Brazil. 

I have nowhere in the Brazil found the Englishman so U\i:\s\vi^ 
B at Morro A'elho ; the wretched little co\oiu«^ Qi-^.%^ 
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others tUsperseil about tlie Eiiipii'e, should take tlie hint and 
prefer one settlement of 3000 to ten of 300 souls. The apathj 
that haunts the Anglo -Scandiu avian in tropical climates, is here 
exchanged for an amount of energy inferior only to that of his 
normal houie-conditiou ; Ida dipsomania is modiiied, if not cured, 
by occupation and society, excitement and discipline ; and, 
finally, he is as a rule tolerably contented with his exile, because 
he is making money, and he may reasonably talk of revisiting the 
old country. At any rate lie knows that he can go home. Of 
course, if he be a wise man," his home for life will be in the 
Brazil, and if he be a good man, he will bring out as many of his 
friends as he can afford to bring. The man who fails in the 
Brazil suggests to me the grey-headed " full private" — the fault 
must be with some person, and it is probably to be found in him. 
And now to the Brown Miner of '_' frontal race." 
At first the free Brazilian showed a decided indisposition to 
work at Morro Vellio ; he had never known a regulai- employer 
or regular pay, witliout which no labour market can exist. He 
disliked the work of boring, being accustomed only to desultory 
agricultm*e, if indeed he had energy or inducement to attempt 
even that. In 1846 the proportion of this class was 20*23 ; in 
1852 it had risen to 112'79. It was soon found out that a week's 
work meant a week's wage, that tlie labour and the remuneration 
were in constant relation ; then houses were built for tiiem upon 
the Company's grounds, and lodging was to be had for OJSSOO per 
mensem, where a labourer here averages lt!500 per diem. The 
class increased rapidly to a total of 786, namely, 734 men and 
62 women, who receive a httle less pay ; a few children, despite 
the provincial authorities who in their blindness resisted it, are 
employed in light work, such as collecting the tools for resharp- 
ening. The station list for June shows a grand total of 906 
souls, t They are employed in the mechanical, the reduction 
and otlier deportments, and the borers are now almost exclusively 
free Brazihans. Like theii' white brethreu, they may work over- 



* Kpeciklly a wise Cirnltiltiaiin, nbo 
knows the depresMd stale of hia coantj, 
witara nUniive emigratioB to more hopeful 
Unit has Mmod mnrriogo to dlminiBli, the 
Irirtb'iaU Id decline, uiil raanolitj to iu- 
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time, the day's task being eight hours, which reminds us of the 
four eights, the modem modification of the Sunday fowl in the 
lot-au-feu.' ' 

Eight houis' work and eight bonrs' plaf . 
Eight honra" sleep and eight shillings a dny. 

From one-half to two-thirds of them make one or two extra 
days' pay in the week. The task is two lioles per diem, after 
which tliey are their own masters ; the average depth is four 
palms, but this may be modified by the captain on duty according 
to the nature of the rock. They work in pairs, assisted by a 
boy; the latter holds the"boyer" or borer, an iron vaiying in 
length from one to four feet. They use the hammer dexterously, 
and accidents to the hand are rare. 

The free labourers work with much more energj- and intel- 
ligence than the slaves. The employers' chief complaint ia then- 
ii-regulavity ; on Sundays, fete days and Saints' days, or nearly a 
tliii-d of tJje year, they do nothing but ride about the countrj', 
gamble hard, and " hunt "* women. Among this class drinking 
has of late years gi'eatly increased, and for more I'easons than 
one, maiTiage should be encom'aged. 

It is not to be expected that the desultoiy habits of a life and 
the customs inherited from generations, can be totally changed 
in a few years. There is ample eralence of progress in the fact 
that neither mines nor railways in the Brazil can complain that 
labour ia wanting, t Sloreover, a race of skilled and practised 
hands is growing up, and it takes " comfortably" to the work as 
young men in the tin districts of Cornwall. And the " extra- 
ordinary dormant mineral wealth" of the country, once exploited 

^Ijy its possessors, will perpetuate and increase Uie class. Nothing 

^Ekov is wanted but a civilised School of Mines. 



' " Ct^ax" is the elung Bnuilhui tisnii, 
t I am pleiBail to sec tliAt my gncrgclia 
friend, Mr. J. J. Aiibertin, SupcriDtandent 
of tho Silo Paulo eountij, W, after a rea- 
dcnce of dght fears, cumc to euicUr tlie 
wane lonclusion. " Now on our o«n rail- 
'e cannot Imly say that we havt 
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■e first 



hegan there certainly nua an iniliapoBition, 
Heaatallj spEaking, to work. But, by and 
by, irhon one and the other foim J otil that a 
week's labour really meant a, wcok's money, 
aud that the work was th«re, and the cod- 
stftnt master there too, to pay the money 
for the work, Ihen the labourer begno to 



comprehend hU real pueitiun belter. One 
told the other how Uio case waa, how the 
rcmunoiatioD for his toil really glittered in 
his hand on pay-day, and how he really 
earned his bre^d and independence ; and 
TBtysoon disinclination gave place to willing- 
ness, and all wanted to come and learn to 
work, and get their money as their friends 
were doing " (p. 5, " BleTsn Days' Jour- 
ney in the Province of SSo Paolo. London, 
1866). Simibtrly on the Bahin and a 
Franeiwo Hallway, where at tiroes batwcen 
1858 and l&M from 3000 tti 4000 men were 
emplnyei), froe lalionr was rendered noMt- 
BIU7 1^ tin Wnu at tlba ts 
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And liere we see distinctly before na tlie extlnctiou of sliiTeiy 
in this magnificent Empii'e. T)ie imported negi-o, the captire, 
the outcttst, tlte criuimiil from AfiicH, has greatly improved his 
own lot by crossing the seft. But to the higher race whicb 
admitted him he has done incalculable injuiy, in many ways, 
moral as well ns physical, chiefly by prepossessing it ngainst all 
labour, and niustl}' againtit tlie best of all labour in a youn^ 
country — agriculture. Where blacks work all work becomes 
seiTJle, consequently the people has no " bold peasantrj-, its 
country's pride." Thus in all lauds wheiv the moribund " insti- 
tution" still lingers, there is a class known ui the Southern 
Union as "mean whites," and iu the Brazil called " Vadios," of 
" Capi)adocio3 " — idlera, vagabonds. I am awai'e that tlie Xorth 
American " mean white" has often been represented meaner than 
he is, and that the irapoitance of his class has been for party 
puipoaes greatly exaggerated, but nothing too strong can be Bald 
against the Yadio family. It lives sometimes upon the indus- 
trious, w)iose humanitarian and Catholic sentiments will not 
drive ft vagnuit fi'um the door ; more frequently the professional 
ne'er-do-weel can unfortunately command the labour of one, two, 
or a few slaves, male and female. He is thus a consumer, not a 
producer, and whilst he increases the population he introduces 
into it the myriad evils of mixed blood. Some of these mulatto 
households disgrace humanity.* 

But the day is fast approaching when the Vodio will be 
comi>elled to woik like other freemen. Already in the Brazil' 
there are important branches of material industry iu which the 
slave is used only as a hard necessity. Ah specimens I may 
quote the mining of diamonds and goltl, the navigation of tJie 
great rivere of the interior, and the cattle breeding, wliich every 
year becomes more important, especially to the European 
emigrant. In the present phase. I venture to state, the negro is 
absolutely requbed for agriculture only, aud even tlien he is 
merely provisional till inmiigi-ation from Europe shtdl have set 
in with steady and copious flood. The great proprietors, some 
owning 9000 and 4000 head, look with horror at any sudden and 
premature measure that will desolate their immense plantations 



* TlioM who diicin this lanfiunge too linany at ■ bigh Bnuilian offioot, 
Mven will ooDiuU fit. Kil. <1I1. ii. S4'2— IF. tbougb he wnitaiD lS2li, tho |actun ' 
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of coffee and cane, of tobacco nnd cotton. Tliey arc not 
reassured by the accounts wbicli reach thein from the Southern 
United States, and their importance secures to tliein the ( 
sideration of the country. Their attitude is legitimate, but this 
highly intelligent class will be the first to hail the arrival of the 
white hand. 

The emplo>"ment of fi-ee laboui' on a Urge scale will do much 
to remedy an e\-il which dates in the Brazil from three centuries. 
The great soldier and statesman, MartJm Affonso de Souza, with 
wondcrliil political prescience, issued in I53'2 an order tliat " not 
even to rescue* Indians should white men penetrate into the 
interior, without express permission from him or from his 
lieutenants ; and that such permission sliould he ^ven with 
great circmnspection, and only to persons of good repute." 
'I'bis embargo was imwisely taken off on February 11, 1544, 
whilst he was serving in Hiudostan, by his wife Donna Anna 
Pimental. The consequence was an immediate dispersion of the 
colonists, who scattered themselves over the country between the 
.Vtlantic and the roots of the Andes, from the Plata to the 
Amazons, aniuhilated the aborigines instead of training them to 
labour, and brought in so many slaves that many a bouse in Sao 
Paulo could number 500 to 1000 head. The good results were 
wonderful additions to geogi-apby, and immense discoveries of 
treasure. On the other band, the white settlers were decen- 
tralised to an extent that semi -barbarism was the consequence, 
and the backwoodsman who would not hear the sound of a neigh- 
bour's gun, left the wealth of the maritime regions wholly unex- 
ploited. Even to this day the " Sen-a do Mar," within sight of 
ilie ocean, is mostly covered with \-ii-gin forests ; it is known to 

mtain extensive mineral deposits, but in rare cases has any 
t of them been worked. In the present state of the Empire, 

mtrolisation round commanding points, and upon great lines of 
Htmmunicntion, both of river and rail, will be a national benefit. 



H ~ nragnUr, in plain English in liny as ilu S. Ticentp," ly 
BmUt^. 1 huTc qiinuii frooj p. 7a of the Oispu Mai(r« tie Dso 
HHemoriu inra n Hiiit«na ds Ckpituiia 
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CHAPTER XXVIII. 

THE BLACK MINER. 

GENERAL REFLECTIONS BEFORE LEAVING THE MINES, 

"AsUie IndUnUkilJedbj Uie approach of oivilisation. nhich lie tesisto in TSin, 
) the block man perishes by that cnltnic to which he serves w a hninbk 

inatruaiBnt." — (bunt Okov Jieichenbaeh. 

I WILL not delay to consider whetlier race or cUmate," religion, 
or state of society, or the three combined, give rise to ttie 
exceptionally humane treatment of the slave in the Brazil : bat I 
can pledge myself to the fact that nowhere, even in oriental 
eountries, has the " hitter draught" so little of gidl in it. My 
experience has never shown me a case of cruelty practised a]H>n 
slaves, and I have only heard of one severe flogging. Ou the 
other hand I know many awful consequences of over-lenity. But 
lately, at Ar&raquira, in the Pi'ovinee of Sao Paulo, Benedicto, a 
negi'o, was to be lianged for the biu-biirous murder of his master 
the hangman refused to act, and the criminal has been simply 
Bhifted from the gallows and consigned to the galleys. I often 
meet in the chain-gang, literally no penalty, a neighbour's sla^■e, 
who, working himself into a jiassion, causelessly stabbed to death 
a black, to him unknown, and in xii'^sence of many witnesses, 
di'ftnk, vampire like, his victim's blood : be is accompanied by a 
brother assassin, who by way of freak killed the helpless old 
Prior of the Carmo. It is therefore witli some regret and much 
astonishment that I read these lines, ti-aced by so well infonned 



* DneofHambolJl'sgoodgctictaUntions, 
smongst muiy bad, u thot "Uie (adlitj of 
being (ccliouited Beemn to bo in the invcrsu 
ntio of the iliSureDce tlml eiials bctwwn 
the mean tempeniture of tha torrid lonc, 
ud that of the tuttive ooantiy of llio tn- 
I ■Nller or eoloniitirho changes bis dinute," 
I (TnioU, i. chaji, 3.) Tlie ditlance may 




thiwe who inhabit nBighbouring laltUnltB 
mil aa a nUe more iDlIiaiitelj, and 
abrooii are more at home dun pi 
whme foci are further rviaovcd. The Eng- 
liali BlDTciuilder meetlj held hiuuelf alooT 
from the African : the Bnuilian, like bin 
fotefittbor the PortugueK, admitted him 
to far greater familiarity, and tbo molt 
^«a dbplQnk\ilc 
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a pen:" "Virginia was a pnradise compared witli Cabaand Brazil- 
Some touch of softness in the lord, some gleam of pity iii the 
mistress, had sufficed to keep the verj' worst planters of Enghsh 
blood free from the brutalities wliich were daily practised in the 
Spanish and Portuguese cities farther south." From obsolete 
consular reports, from the pages of old travellers, and from the 
writings of men who ran thi'ough the country, believed eveiything 
they heard, and, like M. Jacquemont, described "aprfes ime 
relache de douze jonrs," in a region eight times lai-ger than 
France, its capital, its na^y, its coasting trade, its commerce, its 
(mances, its govemraent, its society, its servile condition, many 
cases might doubtless be collected. + But the relations between 
master and slave are modified by public opinion, and essentially by 
tlie progress of civilization. In the present day the Brazihan 
negro need not envy the starving liberty of the poor in most parts 
of the civilized world. 

The slave in the Brazil has, by the unwritten law, many of the 
of a freeman. He may educate himself, and he is urged to 
He is regularly catechized, and in aU large plantations 
there is a daily rehgioua sen-ice. If assailed in life or limb he 
may defend himself against his master, or any white man, imd an 
over-harsh proprietor or overseer always runs conHidcrable risk 
of not dying in bed. He is legally maiTied, and the chastity of 
his wife is defended against his owner. 'He has little fear of being 
separated from his family : the humane instincts and the religious 
tenets of the people are strongly opposed to this act of biu-barity. 
He has every chance of becoming a free man : manumission is 
held to be a Catholic duty, priestly communities are ashamed of 
holding slaves, and whenever there is a war the African is bought 
and sent to fight by the side of white recruits. Old usage allowG 



• " Kc* Aincrioi," i*oI. ii. cbnji. 31. 
Hu tho leonied author (tudied the Block 
Code QT tlie PrOTincial J^va of tbe Eng- 
lish alavi; islajidn T Ercn in 1S16 Prinoo 
Mak could aaj of the sbves in the Uratil, 
" on les tmita gin£calemcat aima doucc- 
ment." 

t In this waj onp of tJiB gnateiA of- 
iaiden whs the late Mr. Cliarics B. Mani- 
fieid ( " mqture and M.A. of Cliro Hall, 
Ciuubildge"); Ma liveliueo, bis Irsnchasl 
style, his John Bulliam, uid tho unpla cvi- 
doDM of good intention in idl the hu-m be 
did, causal tho " noble worker," as his 



editor (ailed him, lo bo oitciwiTelr re»d, 
Miered, trusted ; and this increiaoB the 
mctuure of his offence. Tbe cruditia uid 
ftlenrditiea of na nnlraTclled nutn, who, 
nHflr > Bedentarj life, and s month ia tho 
Kbw World, luul the audsoity to write a 
rhapter (No. 1] headed " Bnjil: Crime- 
Political Economy — Colonumtion — Sla- 
very — Commerce," have been ablj answered 
in sn Bosaio Critico by Sr-A- D. de Fsseual, 
Rio da Janeiro, Luminert, 1861. But of 
tho thousands who imbibo the poiwn hew 
few will even see or bear of tbe antidotft t 



bill! to purelinse his Ubei-tj- by his Inboiir, and to invest bt« 
property in mamimitting his wife and children. 

I have scanty space for so itnpaiiaut and far leading n subject 
Hs slavery in the Brazil.* But it may be briefly remarked that 
there is hardly an educated man in the country who would noti 
right willingly see it abolished if he eouhl find for it a substitute. 
All look forward to the great day of immigration and free labour. 
AH, too, are aware of the fact that iinmigi-ation and slaverj- can 
hardly co-exist. It is the stune with Englishmen who, through- 
out the Empire, except in the great cities where they can hire 
servants, buy, and hold, and let, and hire slaves, despite tlie hite 
venerable Lord Brougham's absurd Act of 1843. + And for the 
benefit of the wret^-hes with oxidised skins, doomed by philan- 
thropy to die in thousands at Ashanti, I>ahome and Benin, not 
to mention a hundred otijer African Aceldamas and Golgothas, I 
venture to hope that the bhick continent may also be admitted to 
the boon of immigration. Under all circumstances the negro 
" coolie " temporarily engaged in the Brazil will benefit himself: 
confined to field work, not admitted to the house, and looked 
upon as a stranger in the land, he will benefit others. 

Some years ago, when the " Negro's Complaint " still haunted 



' The curious rewler will find m excel- 
lent pfqwr on "the Extinction o[ Slavery 
in BruD," from a practical point of vievi, 
written I17 8r. A. M. Periigia Molheiro, 
tranBlalAl by my friend Mr. iUcharri 
Atutin, F.A,S.L., and puUitiiicd in the 
Anthropological Ecviow, No. 20, Jan. 1863. 
Ibo author, whose stDdiea valille fais vieWH 
to the greatest rapect, estimates the slavos 
ta nninber between the otremea 1.400,000 
and 2,G00,000, in 1364. In 1850 the 
number was 4,000,000. These Agum 
onght oflontually to lay the angry spirit of 
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it them at 
it to be 

adopted are to liberate all the slarea be- 
lon^ng to eccluiaiitica, to tax heavily all 
city slaves and vagrant*, to jirevent large 
itlaveholdera being employed in hi^L ]K»i. 
tioni under goiemmont, and la satisfy 
Enrope ^ fixing a deSnito time tor the 
final solution of the problem. Laatly, we 
may observe that Meflsn. Kidder and Flet- 
cher ealnihitc an emaiiciiiation of one mil- 
lion of slaves in the fifteen years brtwoon 
1850 and 1606, whilnt the prodnctiona of 
th« coontry have increased nt the rate of 
S}iKirctnt. 



+ It sHrpriBta me U) read la Prince W 
(L 220) the cool way in which he renin: 
how M. Preyrees buys and carries off 
Indian boy. This was really a viJe act t» 
DOslave ono horn free. * Mt is a atnrtlinS 
and deplorable fact, and one that Is e»lcu- 
lated to lower uuropinion of human natnrv, 
to vitncBs the ntpid adoption by thnM 
KurotiBons who leave their own 
animated with the best anil most 
principles respecting their fell< 
of the maiims and practices of hardened 
(davehohlers. " (Notes on Ilie Slave Trade,. 
by W- G. Onaeloy, London, 1850.) ll " 
more philosophical to seek and extJain t 
cause than (o be atartled at or to depU 
facts — simply signs that we do sot re 
them aright. For my part, whenerer I ■ 
a man leave England for the flnt tii 
filled with the normal superlative h 
traoKcendenta] principles abnnt haklil]( 
j.crson» to BCrvice, I exjicct a r 
net in, and that bia negroes will 
plain of his remarkable anit nn 
cmelty- For this cause, |>artly, the 
holder in Sonth Oarolina did not like tiu< 
" Yankee" ovetseer. 
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^Hfccb-pence in England, when the negro of sentiment and tlieory 

^^Rld worsted and ousted tlie ue^-o of reason and practice, and when 
on this point, and perhaps on tliis point only, blatant Ignorance 
would not allow Knowledge to open )ier lips, Hiindrj- grossly 
inipuilent and infamous fabrications were circulated about all Oie 
Knglisb mining establishments iu the Brftztl." The benevolent 
^.landerer who wished to puff his own name, and the dismissed 

. cmployii who wonld gratify his revenge, pandered to the popular 
pvejndioe, and dwelt unctuouslj' upon the " adj-namic condition " 
of the negro labourer, and his " cruel and murderous treatment " 
by tlie white. This was earned to such an extent that the 
Hirectors of the Great Mine were obliged to send out Dr. Walker, 
whose able report set the question at rest, iiut even to the 
present day. whenever an officer is " sacked " for insubordinacy 
•ir incapacity, the first threat he utters is sometliing about 
" slaveholders." 

I proceed now to give my account of the black miner as I 
found him at Morro Velho. 

"Without including 130 children of hired blacks, and who are 
not under contract, the establishment consists of 1450 head, thus 
distributed : 

Company's blacks, 254 (109 men, 93 women, and 5'2 children) ; 
(.'ata Bnmca blacks, 245 (96 men, 87 women and 62 children) ; 
blacks hired under contract, 951. 

In these numbers we may see a mollification of Saint Hilaire's 
statement, " le service des mines lie conrient pas aux femmes ; " f 
this might have been true under the old system, it is not so now. 
(ienerally in the Brazil men are preferi'ed upon the sugar planta- 
tions, women on those that grow coffee, and as tliey are wanted 
for domestic purposes it is not ao easy to hire them. 

The "Company's Blacks" consider themselves the aristocracy, 
and look down upon all their brethren. Both they and the Cata 

_^ Brancas are known by the nmnbers on their clothing ; the hired 



• Seo in "Introductory Letter to Sir 
TiiamaH Foweli Button, Burt. . on the PrLght- 
liilUorroraDf Modem Siareryiia ptmrtisedby 
tlie Imperisl Braiili&n AsBocmtian in Uieir 
Mines »C Uongo Som." "I havn some- 
ilmeii tliougbt," ttft Mr. TroUopo, with 
lireai truth, " tlut ther« ia no bniig bo 
vcnomotu, bo bloodthiraty, M ■ profesMiI 
philinUiTDtiiat, anil that when the jibilui- 

rpist't ardour tiai nc^'m-wjinis, it tiiun 
roL. r. 



Mssumes tlie deepert dje of Tenom mkI 
lilowiUunlinesa." Witoera the doubtltiKi 
well-intentioned orowd whiuh ooUeoted to 
call (or the blood of Oovemor Eyre. 

t Trnvela, 111. i. 329, He hiui otbt- 
ilnws tiie ame. In hinng bliulis Uis 
Snperinlondent warns owncn Ihftt women 
niiist be accnmpinied bf & ^fotfx Tv'see.^Mx 
of mon, ftnl WJ lie %Ti4 -JWi A «» VA 



(.■liildren), and Uie 

tion contributes 142 negi-ues I 

Tlie figiu'es given below nilll 
food, and medical treatiueutl 
Usually the agreement is for 1 
period the slave cannot be mil 
intendeut employs only robust ! 
examination, but be will take 1 
contract. The slave is insured 
205 000 per annum for a fixed pM 
lease has expired the owner stall I 
actually ejghty-uine cases of this' 
negro runs away; it is issued ( 
the contractors can obtain one j 
ten per cent. 

As regards labour, all are clasa 
into first, second, and third-rate f|| 
work overtime, that is to say,i 
minutes, was given to the first-rail 
into surface and imdergrouud blad 
raechauics, especially carpenters aj 
G A.M. and 6 p.m., with one hourfol 
for meals. The oldest and least r^ 
woo d-fe tellers, and p-a: 
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11.15 p.«. Work. 
I P.M. Change guai-d. 



Blnstin^ in tlic mine. 
I'6.30 p.iE. Mechanics' noik ended. 
1 8.30 p,M. Eetum to qunrtei-s. The slaves cook their own 
B and eat supper at home. Satm-day is a half-holidfty : they 
B off work at 2.80 p.m., and retire at 9 p.m. 
iThe underground labourers are borera, stope cleaners, trom- 
who push the wnggona, kihhle-flUers, and timber-meu : 
Y are divided into three corps, who enter the mine at 6 a.m., 
fc.M., and 10 P.M. On Sunday the gangs shift places, so that 
Hy one week in three is night work. A rough eatunate makes 
! number of the gang in the niine at tJie same time 620, 
eluding all hands. When work is over they proceed to tlie 
inging-house, and find a tepid bath at all Iiours. They jiut on 
their surface -clothes, and leave the mine suits eitlier to be dried 
in the open air, or by flues dming the rains. The precaution is 
absolutely neceasaiy, though very difficult and troublesome to be 
enforced: the English miners shirk it, and the free Brazilians 
(ire the most restive, though they are well aware how fatal aie wet 
garments, 

The blacks lodge in the two villages situated half-way between 
the bottom of the river valle.v and the Moito Vellio liill. Thus, 
while they escape malaria they are saved fatigue when going to, 
or coming from, work. They begui the day with coffee or 
Congouliaa tea. Then- weekly allowance, besides salt and vege- 
tables, comprises 9 lb. of maize meal, 4J — 5 lb. of beans, ISJ 
oz. of lard, and 21b. of fresh beef. Meat of the best quality here 
averages 3S 000 per an-obn, or twopence a pound, and the labourers 
purchase, at cost prices, the heads and hoofs, the livers and 
internals of the bullocks killed for the use of the establishment. 
The industrious have their gardens and clearings: they keep 
poultrj' and pigs, fattened with bran, wliicli they receive gratis. 
Part they eat, the rest they sell to procure finery and small 
luxuries. " Cai'ne Seca " and farinha are issued when the doctor 
orders. Nursing women have something added to the six- 
tenths of a plate of meal, one quailer of beans, and two ounces of 
lard, and chUdren when weaned claim half rations. All the 
articles are of good quality, and if not a report is made to the 
Manager of Blacks. 

Drink is not issued evei^y Aa}; nor mny it be btou^vi ui^ tti6 
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eEtabllehment. A well-coiidueteil n 

per diem with permission of the chief feitor or overseer. 

lieftd of a clepartment has n supply of " restilio," which li 

dietribute at discretion, and the mine cnptain can give a ' 

to any negro coming wet from duty. It is, however, difficult t»B 

eon-eet tlie African's extreme fondness for distilled hquors, whichl 

in this light and exciting air readily affect his head, and soon 

prove fatal to him. He delights also in " Pingo," here caQeil ' 

Ariri, the well-known Bhang (Cannabis sativa) of ludig, and of 

the east and west coast of A&ica. He will readily pay as n 

as 1 S 000 for a handful of this poison. 

I never saw negi-oes so well tlressed. The men have two n 
per annmn — shirt, and overalls of cotton for Uie hot, and o 
woollen for the cold season; the " nndergi-ounds " receivei 
besides these, a stout woollen shirt, and a strong hat to protect 
the head. Each has a cotton blanket, renewed yearly, and if big 
dress be worn or toiu, the manager supplies another. Thft 
Women work in shifts of tliin -woollen stuff, and petticoats ( 
stronger material ; they usually wear kercliiefs round their neck« 
thus covering the bosom, and one shoulder, after tlie fashion ol 
African " Minas," • is left bare. In wmter capes of red broad^ 
cloth are adiled to the Review costume. 

The slave labourer is rewarded with gifts of money; he i 
allowed leave out of bounds, even to Sabarfi ; he is promoted tfl 
offices of trust and of increased pay ; he is made an overseer o 
a captain over his own people ; at the Review he weai-s stripea 
and badges of distinction, and he looks forward to liberty,! 

* 1 luve Qxjil&inCfl this in Chap. 7. 

+ J wiiBallowed to fnspect theoffidnJ liatof lilock candiilftKu lor 
to llio Rrgntntiotii isnjcil by Ibe Direchin, Jotituuy, 181S), and from it tlie /olloving 6giii 

Mr. Kco^li pljiccil nil the Manumisiiioii List — 
In 1S19 negrops and negresMS ■ *1 
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TliG chief pmiishraeiits ni-e fines, whicli negroes, lilte Hiiulus, 
esiwcklly hate ; the penalties, which uow amount to 40OS0O0, have 
been transferred to charitable purposes, and swell a small reserved 
trust-fund, intended to support the old aud intirm. Other paina 
are, not being allowed to sell pigs, poultry, and vegetables ; ai'rest 
within the establishment or confinement in a dry cell, with 
boards like a soldier's gunrd-roora ; fugitives oiu put in irons. 
Formerly the manager and the head captain, who rerjuired 
implicit obedience from the 500 hands of the underground 
department, coiJd order a flogging. This was abolished, not, 
I beheve, with good effect. Kvery head of a department can still 
lircseribe the " Palmatorio," • but he must note iind report tlie 
punishment to the Superintendent. Only the latter can administer 
A flogging with the Brazilian cat of split hide ; and this is re* 
sen-ed for confirmed di-unkenneas, disobedience of orders, mutiny, 
or robbing fellow-workmen. The punishment list is sent in 
every foitnight, aud as a rule is small. I especially noticed the 
civil and respectful demeanour of the Morro Velho blacks, who 
invariably touch their hats to a white stranger, and extend their 
hands for a blessing. They are neither impudent, nor cringing, 
nor surly, and, in my opinion, there is no better proof that they 
are well and humanely treated. I would here formally retract an 
<ipinii>n wliich I once thoughtlessly adopted upon the worst of 
grounds, "general acceptation." The negro cannot live in the 
presence of the civihzed man : the Brazil proves that unless 
recruited from home tlie black poptdation is not more viable than 
the " Red Indian." His nile and " manifest destiny " are those 
of all savftges.t 

I,. 1883 ., 
1 ., isei „ 
,, 1865 .. 
y. .. isflB ,. 
Of thew S lost the boon liy intoxirntioD, 
•2 ware killed La llie mine, and 1 i died. 

• The first " pfthnnlorio " seen by me in 
the Bmil wu at the hoiue of an Kug- 
lighnuu. It iH a "paddle " of hurd block 
woal, somewhat Uki that used at "knurr 
and spell," with ■ hondlo alraiet a foot 
long, and a flat cirgle about the liie of a 
lai^ oyxler at tlie useful cad, ohieh in 

(InJkd viifa balM. Upon the goriUvliku 



J of tl 



unll; take the 
nij old tutor, 
f applying to 



tlTect of that rattiui i 
Mr. yilchrint, wa» so f 
bis pupils' pink and -white palmf 

+ By the excesa of deaths over btrthi, 
the negro population in the whole of th« 
English AJitUlea nndergoes erciT year ■ 
diuiiniition of 4 in 1000 : in Tobago (li» 
annual decrease is 16 to lOOU. CoIodaI 
Tullouh lenuuka, "tt^nw ^ a>MD«ci "ii* 
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Briefly to sum up the statistics of Morro Velho, in these its 
greatest golden days. The Company has outlived the thirtt- 
seventli year, aud during the last six it has paid upwards d 
^10,000 income-tax to the British Exchequer. The present 
outlay of the establishment is, in round numbei-a, iil46,000 pet 
annum, and the income ^£230,000. As a mine it has no parallel 
in the Brazil ; the excavation has descended to zones unreached 
by other works, and, as has been seen, its breadth is inthout » 
parallel. It directly employs 2521 souls ; indirectly double that 
number. 

Besides the 343 Enghsh at Mon-o Velho thei-e are at least 500 
of our own countrymen scattered about the Pi'oi-ince of Alinas. 
All are destitute of ]>rotection ; their miiningea iire to he con- 
tested in civil courts,*, the ueoi-est consulate for registradou 
is that of Rio de Janeiro, and the cost of a journey to the 
and back would not be less than £50. There is the 
difficulty touching wills and inheritances, especially in the case 
the Company's officei's, and the English medical men who lire 
the remoter iiarts of the Pro%-ince. The French, Spanisli, imi 
Portuguese Governments have vice-consuls or consular agents 
Barbacena and Om-o Preto, although none save the latter haw 
many constituents. We sliall probably see fit to follow thM( 
example. 

And now adieu to Moito Velho, a place where I found, wondi 
fill to relate, work carried on by night and by day in the heat oi 
the Tropics, and in the heart of the Brazil. 



negro race will be oearl; eitincl in Uio 
EnKligh coloniea of the Wist ladies." (Ad- 
thropologic»lBo»ici»,Aiigurt,18B4, p. IBB). 
■ A bill entitlixl "An Act M IveiHise 
certain mairiiigcs solcinnizad at Moito 



Velho in Bi-B»il," luiJ ■' to bo died fori 
piirpoaes is ' the Kloiro Vclfao 
Ai.-t, 1S<!7,' " rdmalies part of the 
nieucfl, but aoine kind of 
would remedy aU. 



CHAPTER XXIX. 

TO "KOSSA GKANDE.'" 



Pais do ^cnCflg e de pradigios cheio 
Da America felli pOTfil^ maU ri 



Carataur^, (t, Kl. 

Mk. GoRiioN Iiail (ibligingiy offered to Bhow me a seam of 
combustible matter of disputed substance. He organised every- 
thing for the trip : the Huimals-ivere ten, allowing to each of us a 
change; our " Camarada," t or head mEin, was one Joaqui 
Gorges ; and " Miguel," now an old acquaintance, was assisted by 
a sturdy and very black black, Joao Pai-aopeba, named like Lord 
Clyde from the nearest river. The Superintendent was followed 
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by Iiis sei'vnut Autonio, gorgeous in the uauol lively Minai 
livery, tall glnzed hat and top-boots, turned up with gamboge- 
yellow; ft large silver goblet, veuentble artitle of luxury and 
DHteiitation, liung by a chain over his shoulder, Mr. L'pool 
aeconipanied us, and the journey was to last eleven days. 

On July 10, 1BG7, we set out at 9 a.m., which may be callecl 
family -travelling hour at tliis seasuu — and striking eastwnnl 
passed t)ie quarter known as the Praia dc Bom Seri,. It coa- 
eists of six lines of huts, with stays sunk iu the ground, support- 
ting a tiled roof upon a timber framework : thus the top is oflea 
finished, and the doors and window-frames are put up, before tlie 
side walls appear. The uext process is to make llie latter with 
wattle, and the day is puddled in. Tliis ciuioiis form of build- 
ing is called "pfio a pique," or parede de mao, "hand wall," 
from the dabbiug required. "Where the adobe or the pisfi ii 
known it takes the place of sticks and clay. Here live the frefll 
Brazilian borere, who, like a certain mining population fui'ther 
east, get screwed at times, and though they do not heave half a 
brickbat at, they wildly hoot with blue-red lips the i)assii]g 
stranger. 

■\Ve then crossed by an unimportant bridge the Ribeirao, whosfl 
bed here widens, and everj-where shows signs of working; 
peculiar white efflorescence, said to ajipear jihosph orescent i 
night, frosts the dark refuse heaps. This was examined by Dr. 
Walker, who " found it to be uotliing but sulphate of iron, whi(£ 
becomes white when depiived of its water of crystallization." Dr, 
Birt also reported that it was an " impuie sulphuret of iron, 
the white copperas of commerce, as gallic acid fully shows bj 
converting it, when mixed, into ink." But Mr. Ileay extracted Rj 
large proportion of arsenical pyrites from the ore generally, and 
especially from the Bahu. The " white stuff" is iu fact a subli- 
mate of arsenic, and, as will be seen, the boatmen pretend to trace 
it all along to the Eio das Velhas. Fmllier down the Praia ai-e ihA 
works belonging to tlie Messrs. Vaz of Sabni'^: fomieidy thej 
had many head of stamps, now reduced to a dozen, and a fen 
Ai-rasti-es, They retreat the waste sand from the Great Minei 
and the " Cascalho " hereabouts is said to be auriferous. Beyouj 
them again are other Brazilian works, called " Cahfomia." 

We then ascended a steep rough hill, where there is a charminj 
riew (if the settlement: the yellow soil is very mean, except ii 
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bottoms, and these are "cold" aiid flooded. On the left is the 
" Herring ride," which embalms the name of the first Superin- 
tendent ; it is a pleasant wa\-y Une circhng roond the hills, and 
coming out above the level of " Timbuctoo." WLeeling to Uie 
riyht we descended a stiff sIoi>e, rough and stony, sighting below 
IIS the basin of the Rio das Velbas ; the stream was inrisible, and 
ttte hollow looked like a vast cauldron wliose seething lacked 
motion. The Rego dos Raposos" or Fox's Leap was then 
crossed, and ueai- it lie tlie gold-crushing mill and the dwelling- 
liouse of the Cupitao Jose Gomes de Aranjo — a family which 
may be called the old lairds of Eaposos. The formation is of 
pyi'itic matter, and partially decomposed quartz ; there are 
eiiis and lodes, botli auriferous, but none have yet been found 
|to pay. 

The slope ended in the usual abominable old Cal^ada; here, 

in Sao Panlo, you know the approach to city, town, or 

;e, by the extra vileness of the road. The reason is eWdent — 

the ways are more trodden and are not more mended. Over the 

heights around us were scattered a little coffee and two patches 

of leek-green sugar-cane. On the left bank of the Old Women's 

River we passed a decayed private chapel, an old gold-atamping 

mill, and a huge desolate manor-house belonging to the Araujos. 

[ore fortunate than Dr. Gardner, who had to make a long detour, 

found a good timber bridge over the swift and swirling stream ; 

is 400 palms long, 14 broad, and 20 high — the last date 

repair is 1864. The bulk of Raposos, or to give its title in 

N' S" da Concei^ao de Raposos de Sabai'4," occupies a 

ill bulge or basin in the riverine valley. It consists mostly of a 

illainous pavement and an Igi'eja Matriz. This church boasts the 

Iionour of being tlie first built in the Province of Minas ; it was 

once very rich in silver plate, of which something still remains, 

id it owns its preservation to the care of its Vicar, ''Jose de 

lujo da Cnnlta Alvarenga," whose memory blossoms in the 

It has two filial chapels, Santa Anna and Santo Antonio, 

V'onl La inililfereiitl/ written The IU|h»o fox in oftaa ooafounilnl with 

ir Itupoios. &t a rule, b writing tho Cachoiro do Mato, a yoUowish-grty 

IB Buuc wonlii, tto Portiiguaw prefara tlia oinine spread ovor the Southern £ 

»," uiJ tlw apwUKil the ">." Tims continent. Prioco Max. (iii. 149) 

ir would writo " casa," tho l»lt«r it to be the Agonraduiy of Aun, 

But lUe ortJiographj in tlui foi of Snrinaro, and probsbly a 

■ in nany otbel (winla is tiy no meami viuietf oC the renard tricolor (Ctuii* 
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jicnr Siibaifi. 'I'lie Ienii)!f ia built of tlie coumion Iwrd claj- slate, 
Btuck tu^ctlicr, nut with Hiiie but uiud, nbicb melta iidmirably 
duiing tbe rains: the two little towers ai-e of red taipn or pisO, 
they are tiled like the church, but tliey are not wliite-washed — n 
sjinptoin of exceeding penury in the Brazil, The pariah was 
erented in 1724, and contauied two tliousaud souls whilst the 
gold-waahing lasted ; the number is now reduced to one- 
thiid. 

We roile along the river-ledge into a wooded lane, and up au 
ugly hill, rough with loose blocks and round stones, and rich with 
dust of clay slate : barely passable now, what must it be in wet 
weather ? Keaching the " Chapada," or plateau, we spiUTed fact 
over the one good league which we shall find to-day. We passed 
through a ruined fanu witli bare and bi-oken walls. It was last 
inhabited by 1>, Reta, mdow of one Jose Joaquini doa Frechos 
Lobo, and now it is chmvh property, belonging to the " Irmandade 
do Santissimo " of Itaposos. Bejond it ia a rounded eminence, 
wliich cniessea tlie eye of an old surveyor. To the ncrth-west 
rises the massive, cross-crowned brow of Curral d'El-Rei; further 
west ia tlie gi'een-clad mount known ns Moito do Pires : * to the 
south-soutlj-west lies our acquaintance Uie Pico de Itabira, 
or the " Stone Girl," whilst fi'onting us, or southwards, 
nma the Serra de ', S, Bai'tliolomeu, the eastern wall of tlio 
upper Eio das Velhas Valley. It here conceals tlie quaint 
top-knot of Itacohuiii, and its regular ridge showed a sky 
line blui-red with thin rain, which now fell upon us for the 
first time in Minas Geraes. Pej'haps these are the " showers 
of S. Joao," somewhat deferred, and uiterfeiing wiUi llie righta 
of St. Swithin, The vesicles of cloud were peculiarly well 
defined tliat day. 

The tall bills and the quom-shaped mountahis ai'e all bluff 
and running high to tlie west, which is also tlie strike of tho 
stone out-crop. 'I'he cones and heights where tlie rain washes 
are streaked, jagged, and gullied, like those neni- S. Joao aad 
S. Jose, with projecting stripes of lammated tal cose -slate, dull, 
grey, hard, and rugged. This appears to be the skeleton of' 
earth, and in places tlie formation is quaquaversal. On the 
summit I obsened a trace of cdjjijer, which suggests that 

1 fronj the highest point o( Uono do Pirca tlutt tho ItMoluad 
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ujion the great field described by Dr. C'outo.* Tbe 
el places made ray wife declare that she was once moi-e 
I erossing tlie Wiltshire Downs. Gentle swells heave up the 
surface, backed by bolder elevations, confused ftiid billowy 
ridges forming lui in'egulai' crescent on each side. They descend 
steep to the little drains separating the mounds ; and here we 
linik in vain for level water-meadows. 

'I'he vegetation of the broken Campo was the usual Cen-ado, 
dun and stunted, burat and wind-wrung. Every hollow had 
its dense coppice hanging from the hides, and forming thick 
and thicketty jungle along the bottom. The stiunger must not 
attempt to penetrate these Capoes. The mauve and yellow 
bloom of the flowery forest waa set off by tbe silver-lined 
peltated leaves of the tall " Sloth-tree," one of the most 
noticeable forms in tlie woodlands of the Brazil. I believe 
that this " Oecropia " or Candelabra-tree belongs to the 
second growth, but Dr. Gunning, whose experience is long 
and respectable, declares tliat be baa seen it in the " Mata 
Virgem." Hereabouts the old woods have gone to make fuel 
for Morro Velho. Vet tlie continual alternation of brake and 
fell, of grass-land and shrubbery ; the contrast of plateau and 
dwarf plain with tall peak and bluff mountain, tlie diversity 
of colour and tlie sunshine smiling through the toai's of S. 
Joao— here the people say the fox is being mai-ried — in Kngland 
the Devil is beatmg his wife — formed an effect the reverse of 
monotonous. 

The Sloth-tree (Arvore da Pregiu(;a or Ayg) is so called because 
that animal ascends it, especially by night, to eat the young 
shoots and leaves till it looks like a skeleton. This Urticacea 
is called by the Tupys Umbauba or Umbaliuba, also written 
-\nbaba, Ambauba, Imbaiba, and many other waj's, but not 
" Embeaporba," as Mr. Walsh does. Mr. Hinchcliff (" South 
American Sketches" chap, xili.) calls it Sunmmbaia, which means 
a fiUx. The wild people make a difference between tbe C'ecropia 
Xjalmata and tbe C. peltata (L.), specifying the latter as .\mbai- 



* De euwreJ it uboul " ' CtiTCgoj, " Bixty 
niilea to tlio north, luiil founil it eiineist of 
Hflh-coloured rbaroboick ; paving tho groand 
over which his hone pmeil, witliout mii- 
tnre of Mrth; matter, not in Teins, bat in 
hMp)i,iiLmclu,mwhaleiiioiintaiBs,in* " 



iftUfteB. It U to Min.v-, he ilcelnres, *h«t 
eilvM is to Pern, and liir more nbuiiduit 
thnn iron, though in other parts of tbe 
world bearing the proportina of oae-teath 
to the ferruginous dsposita. 
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tiugs, or Hie "Whit*," because tLe older leaves we lined with i 
hoary down, nre frequently upturned as if they were withered 
and patch, the gurment of tlie tree with white. The young foUagi 
is known by its burnished red tinge, which adds not a little to ita 
beauty. The Brazilians also recognise two kinds, Roxa i 
Branca. The Cecropia is well known in Guiana and the Antilles 
where the people call it Coulequin and " bois de trompette." Tin 
"Indians" employed this wood and the Gameleira for ligbtinf 
theu' fires with friction. The negioes easily remove the inner piU 
Hud use it not only for tnunpets, but for tubes, spouts, and water 
pipes. The tree grows fast ; in foiu- montljs it is as thick as a nmn'i 
ai-m ; it breaks easily, but it is a true wood, not a mere juicy stem 
and it is said to make good charcoal for gimpowder. The juice « 
the buds is used as a refrigerant against diarrhcea, dysury, aiH 
similar complaints; but I have never heard that "the flower i 
highly prized as a remedy against snake-bites." 

The C. palmata has a hglit grey, smooth, bai-e stent 
grass -green when very j'oung, rarely perfectly straight 
tapering, generally somewhat bent, and often tliirly feet liigh 
About the summit spring, at a right angle and slightly curvinj 
upwards like the arms of a candelabrum, naked branches witl 
theii- large pahnated leaves on long supports at the extremities 
like gigantic chesnut-lenves joined at the stalks. The soil makai 
a great difference in the shape of tlie tree : iu certain rich land 
the bole appears shorter because the offsets commence soon^ 
and in this case the pi-imarj- boughs have n much greater numbe 
of secondary' branches. tJreat variety of appearance is given b, 
the bean-like bunches which hang to tlie stem of the wliite-Iine 
young leaves, and by the old foliage, which in decay waxes i 
and finally black. The C. peltata, wbicli the people call red, 1 
more the appeiuance of a tree and less of a shrub : its stiff a 
somewhat ungainly boughs spread more widely. I have alway 
held the Cecropia to be the chai-acteristic giowth of the Capoeim 
it certainly is the king of the " bush." 

The good league ended at a gateway, wliich leads from aiid t 
nothing but a vile mile of broken dusty path. It wind 
unpleasantly close to deep gaps, shafts, and holes, wliich sh» 
how much the country has been tm-ued up, and which make 
you calculate the possibility of involuntary sejiulture. TM 
surface of the gi'ouud was clad with wild grass {Capim 
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Canipo), au<I briglit vith the pretty white flower of tbe Brealc- 
IK'l (Qnebra panetla), so called because it easily fUres np anil 
F Thicks the clay. A turn to the east sliowed us Morro Vemielho in 
ilie noiinal basiii. Tbe sphiux-slittped Red Mount, which gave tbe 
laiHie, rises to the south-east of tbe Settlement : tbe Ughtuiug had 
lately destroyed its capping cross. The double- steeple d church, 
witli three black windows and abundant white-wash, spoke ot 
prosperity ; and as we wound downwaifls, up came the sound of the 
tillage bells, informing as Uiat the energetic sheplierd was calling 
his flock to spiritual pasture. The houses were scattered amongst 
iiiivsses of bananas tufted with palms. We came upon tlie Cal^ada 
— une fois stir la chanssee et le voyage est fiiii" may be said here 
lis in llussia — and about noon we entered the Settlement. 

Sr. Francisco Vieira Porto — popularly " Chico Vieira" — gave 
iin breakfast and notices touching Morro Vemielho. The precise 
ilftte of its foundation is unknown : it can hardly be older than 
tlie beginning of the eighteentli centurj'. Gold was found there 
naturally alloyed with copper and iron : it was worked in about k 
More of places ;■ and of these eight still do a little business. 
Industry gave it importance, and in all troubles and disorders 
the turbulent Mineuos took part with Caetbe and Raposos against 
llie Portuguese authonties, and the powei-s that were from home. 
Tbe vivacity, compared witli llie size of these places, was sur- 
prising ; hut in tliose days lande*! i>roprietoi-8 and mine-ownera 
liad not only negi'oea but multitudes of Red-skin slaves who liked 
nothing better than a row. In 1715 it armed itself and joijied iji 
open revolt the Villa Nova da Rainha {now Caetbe) and Villa Real 
(Sahara). The luutiueers refused to paj- the quint of gold de- 
manded upon each pan, and reqnu'ed the remission of tlieir usual 
tribute, which was only 960 lbs. of the precious metal. They 
had actually tlie insolence to appear before the Governor, the 
" Most Illustrious and Most Excellent Dom Boaz Balthasor da 
Silveira," and with abundant " barbaridade " — to use bis own 
phrase — they shouted in his noble ear — " Viva Povo !" — Long 
live the people. + 

Morro Vermelho is now n mere Arraial, a long, sti'aggUng 
"encampment," like a faJi- or market, with one street, "the 

■ All duly named bj the Almanack King, June IS. ITIA, and diMcrlliing th« 
(18(i4-5). outrage, in printod in exUmA V] \^« KUU' 

fr Hm DMn'> Irt to aJdwiwd to tlu nackotttuaa, \%66.y6.^1~-'W- 



general fault of villages id Mioas,"* forming the liigliway up t 
down which travellers must pass. It has a mininmm of 1( 
houses and a maximum of 180 : there ai-e two upper-storey« 
dwellings, and I counted four Vendas or Groggeries. The peop] 
suffer much &om goitre, and tlie place from want of communis 
tions ; this gi-eatly depresses their agriculture, then- cattle-breed 
ing, and their iron-smelting. Carts must make Morro Velho vid tl 
Rio das Pedras, or along two legs of a verj' acutangular triangle. 

Mr. Gordon, tlie CO., allowed us only an hour for brealdast 
the days were short, and niglit-travel amongst these hills is Ion 
We had no time to call at the pattern one-storeyed house near tJ 
church, occupied by the vicstr, Pudre Joao de Santo Antonio ; 
a reverend of excellent reputation, who in his town and his flod 
makes them remember what comes next to godliness. "We i 
out at 1'30 P.M. up the rocky main thoroughfore, and crossed i 
gmelly stream thick with gold-washing : like the Corrego 6 
Panella on the other side of the settlement, it is an influent ( 
tlie Rio das Velhas. Bej'ond it the nitty road spread for and wid 
over the prism-shaped hill, and from its narrow crest we at ona 
itropped into a rich bottom-land. 

In front rose the tall Serra of Ro^a Grande facing to tb 
setting sun ; hence its cold temperature and its noble vegetation 
Here, contrary to the nde of the Maritime region, tlie north-w 
is the rainy wind ; the south-east brings dry weather. Thu 
Gongo Soco on the northern side of tlie ridge averages 141 
inches per annum to 68'2e that fall at Morro Velho or 
southern flank. On oiu- left, and low down, was the Inrgj 
fazenda of an Alfcrez Mntlieus Lopes de Magalljaes : the houM 
the grounds, and the hue black cattle, show tlint the ohl Porta 
guese proprietor was a hard-working energetic man. FamUg 
troubles, however, have compelled him to leave his home, and t 
orchard. I whose grapes and apples were famous, is now a waal 
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a of the Buri- 
. .. rbure waahing bcjjtui. 

i- Ths brather of thii ecelesinitia Lu 
niuncJ himself " Dcmetrio Corrfia ilo Mi- 
rali Ja. " A oliapUr miglit be writtun npon 
tlic KubJKt of Bruiliui nunea : at a, rale 
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» the south-west is a deep excavation, the mine of " Juca 

the site is the flank of a rugged spine composed of 

■tz, reddish slate, ferruginous substance, and auiiferoua soil, 

miug pjTites, The trongo Soco Company did not succeed 

I these diggings, which iire now abandoned and choked with 

^Westward of this place, and adjoining the Bossa Grande 
lertf in the east, is the Rcpuxa* or Repucha Estate, five 
IS long by thi-ee broad. It belongs to jaiTing little owners 
hold it by the " Datas "+ or mineral concessions giunted by 
old Guarda-AIores, and it has been worked by a kind of 
'Sociedade. In 18G4 tlie Superintendent of the H^ Barbara 
t, Company at Pari recommended it through a London broker as 
a " splendid field for mining operations," and advised the sum of 
£10,000 to be laid out upon it. He rejjorted the rock to consist 
"f clay and talcose slate, witli strata stiiking nearly east to west, 
and dipping 40° — 50° south; the lode to be white and yellow 
quartz, with iron and ai-senical pyrites; "Olhos" swells or 
lumc be s, which have given /»0 — 60 oitavas per ton; and auri- 
ferous " Cftco," expected to graduate into pyritic produce below. 
As yet notJiing has been done : pej'haps, however, the project is 
not dead but sleeping. 

Descending a steep, we found the land blooming with the 
Capuu Melado, whose long glumes suggested heather. The hill 
was rough enough with rolling stones to puzzle an Arab. We then 
forded a streamlet and entered the Ilosaa Grande Estate. This 
until lately was part of the property belonging to the Marquess 
De Biirbacena, a Brazilian gentleman well known in Eiu-ope. 
As we rode up, a miserable tail-race on our right, discharging 
some 800 gallons per nmiute, represented tlie only water supply ; 
the patli was evidently made with toe and heel, an " unsophisti- 
cated creation of nature," as is said of the highway hi Siberia. 
Turning to the left, we passed a row of ground-floor out-houses 
more foully dirty tlian any I had seen that day. On the hill 

Kve, the inevitable Casa Grande had been commenced, hut we 
The "x'"in Portuguese sniimling like t These "Dulae" hnre l«en oomplrBd 

vM,"oreiir "bIi," allows tlie apelliug to witli the '"Ha bounds "of Com»^ ; tha 
1h) ponfuBoil, BS in Cnehaja or Dwani. tompftrUon is Just u f ir w itrBaniiog gacn, 
Cicbodra or Cmwim, Clii*iiifl Chjque ui Imt ncFt in nuning. 



went straiylit to head -quarters, whicli vrere teniporaiT 
Inimble. Tlie Mining- Captain and Mansger, Mr. Brokenshai 
L-aine nnd nsked us to lunch : we declined with thanks, as « 
were sliort of time. "Then," said the host, "I've a bit ( 
hot dinner in here— I shall wish you good-bye." He wi 
evidently Cornish and cautious, nor ilid we like to pot mftt^ 
questions. The place looked a failiue : there were in aigb 
fourteen very depressed white men, n few fi'ee Bra^iilinns, anl 
no slaves. 

Thence we made for the stamps and inspected the Rtuff. Tit 
mine, which lies high up the hill-side, is a layer rather than l 
lode, dippiug to tlie east, and cropping out of the north-nortli 
western side of tlie Kossa Grande Eidge. The containing rod 
is a pinkish substance, coated with a thin layer* nearly all iroi 
Thi'ough it run veins of decomposed and easily powdered quart 
of tlie sugary variety, expected to contain " Caeo." Thi 
cacophonous term is applied to quartz and oxide of, others sa] 
sulphate of, iron, and is held by minei's to he a valuable stone 
We also saw laminated iron-quartz containinga little iron ])p'ite3j 
principally found in brown auriferous soil. The best gol4< 
beaiing substances in the foimation are reddish oxide of iron and 
the " elei>hant tusk," a plate uf dark micaceous impm*e iron 
running parallel with the sugaiy quartz. Often there is a thin 
layer of brown and decomposed iron oxide. 

Tliis mining property had long been in the market for £1601 
without finding a purchaser. I^'esently a gentleman at Rii 
de Janeiro disposed of it for ;£22,000 (£11,000 in cash, ( 
2200 shares of £5 each fully paid up) to tlie Rossa Grande 
Brazilian Gold -Mining Company Limited— the capital beiuj 
£100,000. A Mining Captain who had knonii the place foi 
twenty-eight yeai's reported upon it in 18C2, and declared ths 
the estimates show 56 per cent, per aimiim upon a called-u 
capital of £40,000. According to the IVospectus the lam 
extends on both sides of tlie Serra do Socorro, and thus it has 
or is made to have, a ri\-ulet at its disposal. I'he formaticH 
is quartz, brown oxide of iron, tim\ ar,seni<'nl pjTites, in ; 

' CoUfit by the Bnulian luiner wLicli tlio iiropcrtj van conveyed, and I 

"C»]i<l" it is writlon by iho " Almanftk, " ] 

-h Tbe nrigiiul word U probably Rufa, bably Ihey were afrniil that in Biu 

a deariujj. ISul Hmkbu is tho imme in " Ilofn" woiiM bcci.me " Uota." 
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<;oiitaining rock of clay. Gold exists as tin and copper in 
iSngland, where the talcose slate effects a mysterious conjunction 
"with " granite."* The reporter also found a bit of quartz 
showing visible gold. There are said to be three distinct rock 
formations, all auriferous, besides one of Jacutinga, which is 
still imexplored. The first lode is white quartz and iron, the 
second is yeUow quartz with auriferous arsenical pyrites and 
xich " Olhos," and the third is ** Caco." The direction is east 
'to west, and the dip 40^ south. 

Unfortunately assays from this lode do not give two oitavas 
per ton, which, in working on a large scale, means little or 
nothing. 

* I saw no granite at these altitudes : one told me that the anriferotifl depoaiii of 
the hard sandstone luui probably been mis- Minas were all granitic where gold had 
taken for it. So at Bio de Janeiro some taken the place of mica. 
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GONQO 80C0 AHD THE PABBEICA DA ILEA. 



Ovetliead npgrow 
Inomnporable height of loftiest shcula, 
Cedar utd pino and fir and branching pa!m. 



The vast curtain of thin blue misty cloud, majestically drii 
ing eastwards, did uot raise its folds before 8 a.m. ; luckily, i 
the 8un that succeeded it made our clothes and riding gear smi 
distinctly of bumiug. We breasted a steep patch of " ter 
vermelha ; " here " red land " is a iniddy argile, not, as in i 
Province of Sao Paulo, degi-aded volcanic matter. There w 
also "terra vermelha tatu," much affected by the armadill<^ 
and the rest was the common " ma^npe " t or " ball-foot " cli 
more or less fen-tiginous. In places the ocLre-tinted gi-oiu 
showed long streaks of " esmeril," not our emery, but a dust 
magnetic iron which proves fertility of soil, which general 
accompanies wash-gold, and which is, they say, associated -ni 
iridium or osmiure of iridium.I We are now in one of tl 
dampest parts of Minas ; it is the heart of the dry season, b 
pools still pit the greasy smface of the path. 

Reaching a short level we run along the western slope at 
ridge, and with many uncalled-for windings, such as traTeUti 
north when our course was south, we turned to the east. Bejo 



Thfl common rarieties giTen by KwiWr 
nnd oUiera, am the " Utb boU " (Jhmyiiua 
LricinvtuB), whose jointed annom enables it 
to l«ll itaelf like n bedgnfaog : Uia delicate 
meM is cotn|i«red to Uut oE the sncking 
fig; the " tatQ Terdadeiro, " or traa amuL- 
iliilo (D. novDmcinctiia), u larger speoics 
wliieh cannot "hall;" tie "tatdgrelm" 
(peba I) said to be ontbropopha^iiB (D. 
Uilvipea), oul tli8 "tatu Qumalra " (D. 
SVia). 



t The Bntultan fanner haa, I hna 
a distinct name for evaj Tkriety of p 
that clothes the nut eipanie ; Mid ! 
carefully lUatinguisbeii tho serenl agi] 
presume that "Ma^aji*" means " 
foot:" it cert&inly IxilU the mulea') 
and renders riding in hot ireatiier a, m 
sion of slides, 

X This is poaiti>«ly userttd ij 
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the sumimt of the Serra de Luis Softrea we change water-sbed, 
leaving the basin of the Rio das Velhas, or ratJjer of the Rio de 
Sao Francisco, for that of the Rio Doce. The lands, once owned 
by the G-ongo Soco Company, are now the property of the Coni- 
ineiidador Francisco de Paula Saotos. The road at once 
improves, it has been widened and pai-tially ib-ained ; it is the 
Brazil versus England, and England is, I regret to say, "no- 
where." 

On the left was the junction of the Caethe * highway to Gongo 
Soco ; we were shown the whereabouts of the town, at the 
base of the SeiTa da Piedade. I regi'etted that we had not 
lime to visit it ; the church is famous throughout the ProWnce, 
iind tlie place jtroduces pottery of a superior quality, a blue clay 
which bums to a. Ught greyish tint. But we had seen and were 
still to see, many a temple and a tullerie. 

The south-eastern side of this ridge is emiched by the over- 
tidls from the western face ; we now plunge into the ti-ue 
"Mato Dentro," or inner woodland formation. It is the fom-th 
region, lying west of the Campos or Prairies, the Serra do Mar 
or Eastern Ghauts, and the Beiramar or Maremma ; on tliis 
parallel it will extend west to the Cerro or time Diamantine for- 
mation, which reaches the luxmiant valley of the Rio de Sao 
Francisco. Originally the term " Mato Dentro," which Is still 
applied to many settlements, was descriptive of the secular 
forests which lay "within" or inland of the grassy hills and 
prau'ie lands. These virgins of the soil have long been cleared 
away from nianj' parts, and have been succeeded by toll second 
growth, stunted scrub, ond the sterile feru.t Here and there, 
however, vast tracts of the primitive timber remain. 

Mr. Walsh t proposes six regions or vai'ieties of surface over 



" Caa-«t4, or taa-reU, voM literally 
nigniij "»ery bnsh." or "bush-mnch," 
irue or good groirth ; beara a f ureal, ai>plied 
either to the Mata Virgem or to tho Mato 
Deotra. Man; plame in the Biaxil bare 
tbia noiuc, whicb is also Tomlereil in tbo 
vifrnaculor " Ca[^ bonJto, " 

"Csiti," JenTed from the aaine roots, 
i ' .iLw a brotul Utluce-llkc leaf from 3 to S 

^TiiUDds. The Indians made of this Tcgo- 
Lktion Eovetin^ for their proriuona, auch 
aa wai-fiuiuba : the Dnuiliju] trooper 
twists the ieatUke thegnxer'n brown paper 



cone, and ilriolo from tho nutic cop. 

Fnni "Ca£tbii" 'a deriied the name of 
the SoDtb American wild hog, known sa 
"Caetetu :" tho last sjUablo ii «nu (also 
written aaiB and >Aa), changed for cuphon; 
to ton, aad thus the word meant lltemlly 
" virgin -foreW-game. " 

f "Toda eaaa terra ae cobra, dspoii de 
meiadiuiailo phmUcoSa, lie iimfeto (Glii) 
a qae' chaniJki ' Sambambnia, ' e quo iKontc- 
cido deaemparfto a tsna," eaj^ Oi- <iwi.\n 
(p. W). 

t Vol. ii. vp. K%-W.^ 
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which lu8 route lay. These are : 1. Beii-amar ; 2, Serra Arima 
3. Campos; 4, Ilocky metalliferous Serras, " a stony Arabiii ** 
S, The Mato Dentao, wliich he describes ae " low i 
covered with copse and bmshwood, frequently intersijersed wit 
ferns and hraiubles"; and 6. " Bristly peaks and conical mountaio 
of bai-e granite," for which read graniiltu" or quartzose "Itacolt 
mite." • In the Ciaandiiie valley of the Amazons River, Mr. J 
Spruce finds five distinct series of vegetation, independent of tl 
actual distributinu of the running waters, and to a certain exten 
of the geological and the climatic constitution of the country, 
gives : 1. The Riparial Forests, which, with their scrub, live sul 
merged for many mouths of every year ; 2, The Recent Forests 
3. The Low or White Forests {caa-tingas ?), the remains of a 
ancient and highly interesting vegetation, which are now bei] 
encroached upon by a sturdier growth ; 4. The Virgin or Gr« 
Forests which clothe the fertile lands beyond the reach of iniindi 
tions ; and, lastly, the Campos or Savannahs, regions of { 
and scrubby knolls, glades, and hollows. 

We baited to admire the " floresta fechada " — closed forest- 
thia pomp and portent of nature, this entire disorder of vegf 
tation, through wliich the tropical sun shot rare shafts 
golden light, and which kept the gloaming even at mid-da; 
viewed from above the feathery leafage disclosed glimpses < 
yellow downs, grey rock-peaks, and blue ridges dotting ■ 
misty backgi'ound, whilst the base was of impenious shade. Ti 
surface, wholly undi'ained and unreclaimed, is a forest mould, 
layer of soft, spongj-, chocolate-coloui'ed bumus, the earth ( 
leaves, trunks, and root stools, in which the well-girt walk^ 
often sinks to the knee. After travelhng through it, man lean 
to loathe the idea of a march amid a state of nature. Esaentiati 
uneven, the ground is a system of sombre sloping valleys i 
deep, abiTipt ravines clothed in double shades, here soled witli m 
there cut by a cool stream rolling its crystal down stone Bte| 
and over beds of pure sand, pebbles, and rock slabs. In i 
places it is diversified by cliffs and drops, in others knife-biic| 
separate precipices on either aide, and in others the stony h 
pierces through the skin. The sections show a subsoil of i 



\.] To <iuS(;u R 



1 AXU THK FABBRICA UA lUlA, 




red v\ay, eiubediling boulders of granite, gneiss, or gi-eeii stone,' 
or disiioHed in layers of ai-gile, resting, as in the Maritime Range, 
upon tlie rock floor. Its climate is, during the day-time, a 
suffocating, damp lieat, which causes a cold perspiration to follow 
the slightest exertion. The sun-beams rai-ely reach and never 
Uranu the mouldy ground, wliile the tree screens deprive earth of 
le draughts. The nights and mornings are cliill and 

; and during stoi-ms the electi'icity is excessive. Fevers 
nund, and tlie few human beings wlio live in the " greenwood " 
B a sickly race, sallow and emaciatedj bent and etiolated, as if 

1 from a House of Conection. 
The altitude of the Mato Dentro is here that of the Maritime 
Kauge, the climate is similar, consequently there is a family like- 
ness in the vegetation, which is fed fat upon abun<lant carbon, 
genial rain, and tropical sunshine. 'I'lie dreams of the tliiid and 
twelftli centuries, which, reviving the Hamadryads, restored to 
trees human spirits, here seem to be realised ; everjlhing growing 
wrestles and struggles for dear life, as if endowed with animal 
passions and bestial energy. In the clearings, where the 
bulwarks of verdure stand outlined,' we are struck by many a 
peculiarity of the equatoriiil forest. The slim masts of the 
harder timber ore planted in the gi-ound like poles, the softer 
woods have giant flying buttresses raised from five to eight feet 
above the soil and fonning the great roots below. The walls of 
the chamferjnga would enclose a company of soldiers ; the wings 
here, as in Africa, are easily converted into planks, and the 



* In tha T»llejs, Momba or aMries, these 
famuAtLaDa auggesl ^ ' bDulder-drift, " Uti- 
fortnoatelj tbe nrine floon uid the 
'"Tora" or roclt-hmumocks (rochM mou- 
lonniat) are not " ice-dresseil," or, at least, 
■tone-acoriDgB and itruited, iHiliaheil or 
grooTed tai&txa hare not jel been obscrreci. 
PrnfoBor JLgMaii, the fHther of the gUtial 
tb«OIT, renurks (Janniey in Bcuil, pp. 88 
—89), "I h«To not yet aeaa a trace of 
gUdial action, proverljr sgteaking, If iK)li«lied 
(iiuft«cB lUid furrowa an egpeciall; to he 
considered at such." He attHbulw the 
atvence oE strktioD and " glickeoaide " to 
tbe ' ' ahnonnid dooomi-osiUon u( the sur- 
face-rock, which pdnle to a new goologiail 
tgencj, thus for not discuBwd in our geo- 
logical theories," He believes Uut (he 
worm nini falling upon the heated soU 
mait hara a very powerful action la tactU- 



rating the decomposition of rocks : and hs 
compom it with tomnta of hot w*tar 
striking for ages upon hot stones. 

Few Bimilion tiaToUen will Moqit this 
eipliuiation of the absence of "grooring" 
and " bnmishiag. " Almost all residents 
ore agreed that in this conntr; hard stone 
used for building, and other tnihoerial pnc- 
poses, Buflera notably loss from atmoapherio 
modification than it does in Europe. Nor 
IB it easy to see bow wanu rain waohing 
heated inirfaceii would affect the latter mora 
powerfully than the tremendoua force of 
alternate frosls and thaws of the Bo-eoUed 
temperate regions. 

It is, howerer, premature to ducnss the 
subject of " ice-dressJDg " iu the Brsiit : 
the hammer must be beely DH»d 1H lAu 
before theoriaing con be of value. 





THE HIGHLANDS OF THE BBAZIL. 

Indiaus, an old missionary informs* us, used them as j 
recal stragglers by striking them viith hatchets. The trunbBa 
white-barked with utiolatioD, red-brown with various lichens a 
mosses, or spotted with a resplendent caiiuiiie-eoloured growth 
They stand out like a palisade against the background of glot 
Bhade, and many of them ai-e so tall that though- the Indii 
arrow will top them, the shot-gun can do no harm. They shoo 
up boughless before spreading out, as high as possible, the bett4 
to fight the battle of life and to plunder their weaker neighbotu 
of goodly sun and air, Ught aud heat. The disposition of i 
few branches also is varied by the shape and tint of the lea^a 
some, the mjTtles for instance, are marvellously sjinmetrical 
others, the Malvacete and the Euphorbhis, ai-e pictm-esqaely i 
gular ; the result is a wonderful and a beautiful coinpUcaticii 
Many species, I may venture to say, are unknown. Tlie Myrtac* 
and Leguminosffi are the most numerous; the aristocracy is I'eprc 
sented by Hymeneie, Bauhiuias, giant figs, towering Lauruse 
and colossal Bignonias, which supply the hai'dest timber. Ti 
beauties are the Acacias, tlie Mimosas, the Lasiandras, and th 
slender-waisted palms, with bending forma and heads change 
with tall silken plumes. The pmletariat undergrowth is repn 
sented by Cassias charged witli flower-tufts, Hehconias, groun* 
palms, tree-nettles {.Jatrophas), Bigonias, Agaves, many kinds < 
Cactus, arundinaceous plants, and vaiious Bamboos, often foM 
feet high, either unarmed or terrible with thorns. These fon 
impenetrable fourrvs, through which only an elejihant's weigl 
could break ; the hunter must painfully cut for himself a path wit 
the facao or bill, aud he feels as if safely lodged In a vegetahl 
jail. 

The number, the variety, and the brightness of tlie flowers di 
tinguiah this Brazil forest from the more homely, though at 
beautiful growth, of the temperate regions, Canada and t) 
Northern States of the Union. The general sm-face is a syste 
of wonderful domes charged with bi'illiant points of Ught, glitte 
bg like vegetable jewels. It is now autumn, but tlie cold t 
here, as in Africa, takes upon itself the office of our spring, a 
tlius spring and autumn mingle their charms. Some trees i 
still bare of leaf, others wear garments of ashen-gi-ey or sere a 

if this Uchen, and trisd, bat in Taia 
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yellow ; others are mbed in rosy tints and bumisheil retl. The 
normal colom- is a doi-k heavy greeu ; every shade of greeii, how- 
ever, ai)peiirs, from the Uglitest leek to Uie deepest emerald. 
"Wliile a few trees nre in fruit many ai'e still in flower, and hero 
ngaiu is im endless diversity. The gold and purple blossoms first 
Atti'Act tlie eye ; there is uo want, however, of white and bine, 
pink aud violet, crimson and scarlet. They load with perfume 
the moist heavy air, and once more there is every variety of 
odom-B, from the fragrance of the A'aiiilia and the Cipo Cravo, 
which suggests cloves, to the P^ do Allio, that spreads the smell 
of garlic over a hundred yards around it. 

Most astouishiug pei'haps of all the forest features are the [ 
epiphj-tes, air-plants and pai'asites. The weak euwrap the sti'ong 
from head to foot in rampant bristling masses, and hide them in 
cj-press-like pillars of green. Even the dead are embraced by the 
li\-iug that swarm up, clusp, entwine, enwrap them, and stand 
upon their crests, the nearer to worship Sol and iEther. Every 
tall, gatnit, gliastly trunk, bleached with age and gi-imly mourning 
its depai-ted glories, is ringed and feathered, tufted aud crowned 
w ith an alien gi'owth that sucks, vampii-e-like, its life-di-ops till it 
melts away ij» the hot moistui-e, and sinks to become vegetable 
mould. Tlie least fractui-e or irregularity of stem or aidl is at 
once seized upon by a stranger, that lives at the expense of the 
tree aud assists at its death. Every naked branch is occupied by 
lines of brilhaut flowers and tufty leaves of metallic lusti^e. Thus 
each venerable ancient of the ^■irgin forests is converted into a 
conservatory, a botanical garden, " un petit monde," numbering 
a vast variety of genus and species, admirable in diversity of 
aspect, and clothed in a hundred colours — with truth, it is said, 
that a single trunk here gives more forms than a forest in 
Europe. 

As a itde, orchids ai-e not so abundant in the forests of the 
interior as in those nearer the sea, where they hang the wood 
ivith tufts of roses and immortelles. The upper branches of the 
tree are richest in pendent Cacti, and below them trails the 
bizarre, dnll-grey Barba de pau* or TiUandsia. Further down 
flourish garlands and festoons of Arums and Dracontiums, Mai'antas 
and Caladiums, with succulent, dark-green, cordiform les 



* Abo knon M Birln da Velho -, 1 bATaiUndndto'AmChKtfHR^. 
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Most rcmnrkiible is the Bromclin, with coral-red calj-x and the 
points of the folioles passing from flame-colour to ptiri>le-biiie. 
There are bouquets of red, yellow, and orange flowers in 8]ukes 
or umbels, now like the lily, then suggesting the hyacinth ; they 
press close together, and sometimes one kind will take root npoa 
another. The creepers are woody Bsuhinias, Pftullinias, and 
Sanisterias, mixed with the withe-like convolvulus, the bloe- 
fl owe red I pom a? a, much like our common convolvulus, the 
Vanilla, whose poils here feed the rats ; the Grenadilla, studded 
with apples, aud a variety of quaint and gaudy Passion-flowers, 
Manyof them, AmpelidiB, Ariatolochias, Malpighiaceie, and others, 
are famiEea either belonging to or best developed in this New 
World, and each has branched oS' into many a species. The 
ligneous vine-like lUanas run up the masts with gigantic flat! 
leaves, disposed at inten-nls like those of the dwarf English 
ivy. Not a few of them are thorny, and the people believe theij 
wounds to be poisonous. Some throw down single fibt 
filaments like a system of bell-wires fifty feet long ; others, 
ing in thickness fi-om a thi-ead to a man's arm, trail across thft 
path. These hang like the strained or torn rigging of a ship; 
those cling like monsti'ous boas to the bole till they reach a 
height where they can safely put forth their cappings of tufty leaves 
and flowers. Tiie slightest sketch of their varieties would cover 
pages. The convolutions seem to follow no rule as regards the 
sun, although the southera side of a tree, like the northern in 
Eiu-ope, is here usually distinguished by a more luxuriant growth 
of mOBB and liclien. Oui' old friend, the Cipo Matador (ClusiA 
insignis, " Mata piu "), that vegetable Thug, winds like a cable 
round the tree-neck which it is tlu-ottling. Many of the climbers 
pass down the trunks, take root anew, or run along a fallcB 
forest-king, and swarm up the nearest support; from this they 
descend, and thus they rope the forest with a cordage wonderfiili 
in its contrasts and complexities. Lowest upon the trees are 
pendent fiinges of delicate fernery, wliich aie terrestrial as well 
as air-plants, mossing over every rock and giving life to the stonei 
In marshy places spring palm-iike Eqiusetums, which easily 
top a man on horseback, Tlie tree-ferns ■ are no unworthy 



* It cannot be saiil in Ihe Brui] that hcttFctn 
tne-feniH have & limited range : I (ini ttlUtuilr, 
tbem CTCrTwhere in tlie humid climHlea 
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descendaiits of the Calamites, buntUes of fibres, foi'ty tcet }iigh ; 
the eye dwells witli plensure upon tlie " antediluvian " t^iie, com- 
- paring the smallness and the delicate cutting of the bending and 
-iraTing foliulea n-ith the taUness and stifliiess of the trunk ; often, 
moreover, grimly armed with tlioras. 

These virgin forests have otlier dangers tlian fever and ague. 
It is necessarj' to encamp in theiit with care. Often some un- 
wieldy elder, tliat lias ended his tale of years, falls with a temble 
crash, tearing away with him a little world. Where the ground 
is much " aecidented " the dense huge vegetation of the lower 
levels fines off above into thin and scrubby caa-tiuga and carrasco, 
where the winds bring no risk. During long- continued tropical 
rains tree shelter is of scant avail ; at first only a fine spray 
descends, but this soon collects into Iiuge drops and small 
spouts of water. Many of these growths are the despair of 
botanists ; the infioration is found only on the top, and the wood 
is so hai'd that a day is easily wasted in felling. It is the same 
with the air-planta, which, caiTied from place to place by winds 
iLuil birds, mostly grow fiu' out of ladder reach. 

(Jlorious in the sunshine, tlie Mato Dentro becomes weird and 
mysterious when the lurid red light hm'sts from the sunset 
clouds upon the mighty fret work of olive green. It is especially 
interesting when a storm gives deeper gloom to the depths of the 
alcoves, and presently startles nil the sombre solitude. Tlie 
forest ia poor in large life, the grandest specimens are tlie 
poorest ; as in Equatorial Africa, the inanimate will not allow 
the presence of the animate ; we must, therefore, look for game in 
])laces where the forest outskirts meet cultivation. On the other 
hand, it is mipleasantly rich in the smaller life. And as we see vege^ 
table forms ranging between the arctic cr}i>togams, mosses, and 
lichens that encrust the rocks, wliich are covered with the tropical 
Bromeliaa, and which shadow tlie palms, so we hear the scream ol 
the hawk, the cry of the jay, and the tapping of many wood- 
peckers,* combined with the chatter of tlie paiTot and the 
parroquet.t and the tolling of the bell-bird from tlie lofty tree- 
top. " Ubi aves ibi angeli," said the older men, and we love the 



■ BflpecUlly Aimliatis (Teinnjinck) ery- Max. tii. 3i.. .. 

throphthalmus ; A, utriciiiiilliu uul A leu- t Parrota uu rare In tlijg region, i. 

cophlhalmog, & reddiah'brown bird with t. laiicaw, that prime oruameDt of the Tiri^a 

aiflfoUr B(7i it ii ikseribed liy Prince (arfst, haabMU^^^i^oaV 




tlie (.-Liuigiug-house, where men shifted tlieir ganiietits, has n 

C'oiitmstiiig witli all this min was the i)rodigioii3 ^dtalitj t 
nature. A fig-tree sprang fresh and green from the very midJ 
of a slab * that might have made a table for Titans or a snrctf 
phagus for Pharaohs, It ivas of regular shape, some 60 feet long, 13 
broad, and about 4 in height ; its material was ii'on and hardlami' 
natedelay. This "Baron 'a stone " should not be a " sine nomint 
Saxum." Another tree, a Oanella (Taurus atra, one of Uu 
Laurineo;) has been allowed to remain near the entrance of thi 
mine. The late Biuao de Catas Altas used in his daj's of povertj 
to make it hold his horse, aud, when the property becunc 
English, he requested that it might be spared. 

We then passed down the beautiful vale of the Congo Soco rill, 
some 4 miles long by half that breadth. On the left or north ww 
the wooded range of Tijueo, highly feiTuginons and auriferous, 
in fact, tlie mother of the gold. To the right was the strctf 
valley, and my fiienda pointed out the place whence the dM 
adit for draining llie mine should liave been run up to the levd J 
the Casa Grande. The bottom is garnished with timber and Iflj 
mottes ; the undulating giassy sides show stones cropping outifl 
the west ; the upper heights are studded with thin Cerradoa, IM 
the picture is set in a semicircle of mountains. U 

Another tmii to the left along the hill-side showed us tJie G(^| 
Kiver of many names. It begins life as the Soccorro ; it beco^| 
the Bana de Caethe, the S. Joiio de Iilorio Grande, and lastly tM 
Santa Barbara, where it joins the great Piracicava, and feeds tl« 
Kio Doce fi-om the west. Up its valley we see the scatter of houi 
forming the Taboleiro Grande village, and higher up the gorj 
the old settlement with tlie chapel of Soccon'o, after which.'] 
grotto is called. The stieam threads like a silver wire a I 
bed of degraded Jacuthiga. Beyond it a white road winds t 
block of hills to a mountain-tara, known as the Lagoa daa J 
The lakelet is described as being without issue, shallow arotl 
the margin, and deep in the centre ; its tapu's (antas) and i 
mans were soon destroyed by the miners who repaired thei 



* Uer« called Lapa, wliiclt genenJly atone ; and in Ihii put of HinM U Jl 
meuiB It care. It is our leL or lecli, lu it c^llf applied to hard clny-Blato. 
oconrBin Crom-leh, ILe crumjilcd orerooteit 
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ish theii' stolen gold, but it still contains leeches, somewhat 
iller than those imported. 
e were waxing tired after our long day of mist, drizzle, sun- 
1, and many emotions : the air became biting, and my wife 
declared that she held the hailing place to be a mrth. Still, long 
ns the poplar avenue of the old French posting road, the path 
straggled over a soil of iron on the left bank of the Gongo River. 
At 6 P.M. we reached oiu- destination, the Fabbrica da Ilha, which 
belongs to Sr. Antonio Marcos the Ranger. His son-in-law, Sr. 
Joao Pereira da Costa, received us with tlie normal Brazilian 
hospitality, and lost no time in supplying us with what our souls 
most lusted aitttr, supper and sleeping gear. 

I collected from Mr. Gordon and otliers the following items of 
infoi-mation about the mysterious Jacutinga.* 

The name is evidently derived from the well-known Penelope t 
culled Jacu-tinga (P. Leucoptera) fram the white spots upon its 
crested head and blue-black wings. This substance of iron-black, 
witli metallic lustre, sparkles in the sun with silverj- mica; the 
large pieces often appeal- of a dark reddish brown, but they 
crumble to a powder almost black. The constituents are micaceous 
iron schist I and li-iable quartz mixed with specular iron, oxide 
of manganese, and fragments of talc. Pieces of the latter sub- 
stance, large enough for small panes, occur in blue clay slate. 
The floor rock at Cocaes is fine micaceous peroxide of iron 
(specular iron), tliin and tabular. This has never been reached 
at Gongo Soco, and the foot-wall is still unknown. It may be 
specular iron, for oligistic matter is found in small portions, and 
was stamped for fi'ee gold. 

Much of the Jacutinga is foliated, and forms imder pressure 
spheroidal oblong cr3-9tal8 never found perfect. It shows great 
diflerences of consistency ; some of it is hard and compact as 
htematite, and this must be stamped like quartz. In parts it feels 
soapy and gi-easy, not liarder than fuller's earth ; it is easily wetted 



* I have reason to twlinTO iLat tliara are 
ffinnatiaDS of Jacotiuga in Hahflrali&ui 
Ooontj, nnil aboat llie north-east comer 
of Ueortpa. 

f This hanilMmauiil fine-flncoDreil game 
bird ieof manivariBlioii, especiijljf tiie Jneii- 
asm (hjg) the ei«llcnt J. pvmn, dark, 
wliioh Prince Mju oTitn Jiu'u[winbn. I'etif- 
I„i.f Mamit, Uun., nnJ J, Ci™, Ihegnuillcl. 



Porreira niys the Jam-tinga (vbito) U " Je 
oOr prata," bat vitli vbit« apoU upon Ui* 
wiDj^ and head, 

i Mr. Walah applicfl the l«rtn "(or- 
niai,'lo prela " to this guigue, but tha Bra- 
zilianH do not ura the eiprewion. He also 
calls jHcutinga "Coipo da fanuujkb," a. 
t*nu iiaed lattiei in d\aiii[nw\-«'sATO\%'&»» 
in go\A w^ksliwg. 
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and pulverised, but it is hard to drj'. Its gold is readily 
rated by washing, and it is purified witli nitric acid. The wl 
body of the lode ia uot worth removing; it is therefore 1 
worked in undergi-ound galleries. The lines and veins are 
lowed with pick and without blasting ; their contents supply a ad 
and crnnihUng h'on ore, wliich requires little stamping, and 
"line gold" thns procured ia of superior quality. Often I 
following the filaments which radiate to all directions from i 
common centre, the miner finds a nucleus or nugget of Urge 
size, hut inferior in standiird to the line gold, and losing more in 
the smelting-pot. The carat at Gongo Soco was 19 — 20. Some 
desci-ibe the gold as dai'k yellow with palladium, others say thai ii 

s deeply tinged with iron and coloured like lend. I have seen il 
of ft bright brassy tint, and sometimes dingy red like worked Mj 
polished copper. '3 

Gongo Soco evidently " gave out " becaose men knew all abon 
Jacutinga. But in this mine the gold was free and the plunder 
ing was enormous, some say to the extent of one-half the find. 
Tales are still told of miners going out on Sundays canyiijg gum 
filled with stolen ore, and the tin biscuit-cases that came emp^ 
inti^he mine sometimes took out from it thirteen pounds of tin 
precious dust. There is yet much treasure hidden, and at 
the lucky ones find little fortunes in pots and bottles. Gi 
Soco ia explained to mean "the gong, or hell, sounds 
Bi-azihims translate it " Escoiidrijo de ladroSa " — den of thii 
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TO CATAS ALTAS DE MATO DENTEO. 

E onde, estulto Velho, onde acharemog 
O cfo de Nitheroy ? As terteU plngas 
Do Qosso FarBhyba ? £ oa doces ttguas 
Do Baudoso Carioca . . . ? 

Oiiifeilera^ao dut Jhmoi/gt, Canto IV. 

' We slept comfoi-tably at the little fazenda. It was tlie usual 

bontry abode, a grountl-tiour used by uegrues and niiimitls, 

Evooden staircase leading to the "sala" or guest room, and 

ind it the gjTiffieium aud kitchen, which are forbidden gi'ouiid, 

I Bancta of the Dona. The front room is furnished with a 

todeti table, always six inches too tall, a bencli or two for the 

tnbler sort, and a dozen cliaii'S with cane hacks and bottoms ; 

i famous for weai-ing out overalls, and ai-e instruments of 

tture to those who remember the divan. The jiaperless walls 

B ivdomed with hunting trophies, weapons, horse-gear, prints of 

I Virgin, the saints, eaidy Portuguese worthies, the siege of 

roaches, and Napoleon Buonaptiite ; sometimes there is a 

and a Yankee clock, long and gaunt ; in the wild ports 

i a poi-table oratoiy, a diamond edition of a chapel, two 

let high, lodging proportional patron saints, pi-ints, flowers, and 

louquets ; they defend the small sums and little valuables 

■entrusted to them by the owner. In tlie caqtetless corner there 

is often a large clay water-jai' with a wooden cover, and a tin poti 

tlie drinking fountain. The family sleeps inside, the bedrooms 

of the guests open upon the sila : these windowless alcoves — light 

not being wanted at niglit and duiiug the siesta, — are exactly 

' what old Rome be<iueathod to her lUughters, Portugal and Spain. 

Each has one or two cots,* bottomed with rattan, hide, or board 

and matti-esses stuffed with grass or maize leaves. The hei 



'.Sen cftllod "(iitr(i,"eviJeollj it corroplion ot tiw YliiAu^a^iVWCi. 
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!he inner Brazil preserves the Catalan, or direct process of 
ing tlte ore by tiingle fusion, now obsolete in older lands, 
the Uimjolos* in Western, and the Marave savages in 
., Africa, Lave improved upon it by adding a chimney for 
;ht, a rude kind of wind-furnace. + Here the forge is a rouj ' 
1 of masonry, ten feet long hy two in height, and containing 
t or three funnel-shaped basins one foot in diameter, and open 
Ite bottom before and behind. In tlie renr are the twiera or 
, the draught holes for the cold-water blast ; a small 
a falling through n rough tube forces the air into a wind-pipe 
1 drains off below, whence it passes to work the forge-fire and 
I tilt-hammer. Unfortunately the blast cannot be controlled. 
B ore ia broken into pieces aboiit the size of a walnut, without 
ivious roasting or sifting, and is mixed in the propoilion 
I one-third to two-thirds of the charcoal, rudely measured by a 
; this mixtm-e is placed in the fimiace -basins, which are 
ieviously heated, and at times charcoal is added. As the iron 
sits it sinks, and the slag and other impurities are removed 
rough the front holes opposite the twiers. The negi-o in 
rge attends to the fire, stirring up the mass from the top with 
^ rod or poker, and he knows that the meltuig process is com- 
! when the thick smoke and blue flame have elumged to a 
r white blaze. 

[ The side opening at the bottom of the furnace -basin, which has 

ken banked up with fine charcoal, is then cleaned, and the work- 

tn, with a pail- of tongs, pulls out the " bloom " I or " boss." 

I is chilled rather than quenched in a large water-bowl contain- 

g a layer of chai-coal ashes, and now it has the appearance of 

1 amygdaloid, the raisins of the jiudtling being the balf-bmmt 

||el. The clinker is rejected, but there is no puddling to get rid 

t the abundant sul]ihur. This mineral will diiiappear imder the 

er, showing bow tenacious is the ore ; an inferior quality 

{fould split. But also the wood charcoal, combining with the 

ron, has made a kind of steel ; were sulphurous coal used with 

such a process, the produce would be almost worthless. 

loiiiil lirtya the peopit 



* Sm Chap. 2*. 

t A dcswiug oE tbe Marive Forge ia 
t-'iTen in ';0 Miula Caierabe " (p. 38), the 
iliory of Che Fflrtngnese Kipedition of 
1B31-2 (LUIxin, Impieiua Nacioiwl, 1861). 
1 hudlj waiuler, bowerer, at tlw 
*. ... ^ procflpa. In fn. 




farbidden to 
irnlked npan 
it, but tliey wore cumpellod Co import tbeir 
DietAl from PortugaL 

t This lump (cF tn&lleaUe iron ii geM- 
iMy culled & InJo, locnllf il "lagb." 
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The last opeinlion is now to jilaoe the " bloom " under f 
tilt-hammer, wliere it is doUeyed and stamped into the shape 6 
brick. No refining process is attempted beyond simple reheit- 
ing to expel impurities and increase the hai-dness ; it is then 
replaced under the hammer and di'awn out to the requited 
RcantUng. It goes to Mono Velho in bar, to be used as bojW 
ii'OD. I have ahead;- remarked how it lasts out the stamps ol 
English steel. But the mdeat and simplest process suffi(?esl 
such excellent ores — witness the Damascus steel forged 1 
rude Hindus ui the hill-ianges of Bombay. Here an i 
and easy improvement woidd be to build a stack or 
cylinder over the basins, and thus to heat the blast. It will be 
long before these men will be persuaded to employ tlie nen^ 
invented system of electi'o -magnets. 

After an ample breakfast we struck down the River Val 
guided by Sr. da Costa ; it was adorned with beautiful figs of ^ 
coolest and most refieshing green. On our left was a tall, 
like outci-op of granulai' limestone mixed with "laps," 
clay slate. The mine was in a disordered condition and und 
tallised; in one place a horizontal vein cropped out from fts 
main body." Beyond this point the coarse ferruginous soil waa 
a rabbit wari'tn, bun-owed in search of gold, now exhaui 
Crossing the Gongo River, we rode up the one street of S. Jd 
do Morro Grande, whose newly finished Matriz, with 
pepper-box and round-square belfi-ies, we had sighted from a 
It is, comparatively speaking, an old place, and was i-aised i 
viUagehood to parochial rank by n Royal I^etter of January ] 
1752. The Serra de Cocaes, tall, stei-n, and cloud-cappi 
walls the left side of the valley, and on its slope is tlie httle 
GaraelleiraB Mine, ivorking nine stomps, and belonging to the 
Capitao Jose de Aguiai- and the Coronel Manuel Thomaz i 
brother. 

It is curious to see how the soil near the stream has 1 
tossed and tumbled about during tlie last 160 years ; the preal 
population could by no means have done it. " HydraulicJ 
on an extensive scale was shown by long lines of leats, : 



* Hore OordiKr (p. i9l] wax mislcil bj ths mass of ita untre ccmsksUog of gf 

M. ron Helmrekben, who mmis tha Bcnn tTpon this lie plnWB tcMstoBe andid 

north uf the Oongo Soco M fne to ran east Ut cropping out at about -IS deg. 
ne»t, and to bo " uf a priniitivc ohuraoWr, 
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long the lull-sides like the river beaclies and the parallet roads 
r often-quoted Glen Eoy. Above them mines and diggings, 
(eepened by the rains of many a summer, have been cat into 
iTesuvian cliffs and craters of red clay. 

We passed thi-ough the little village of " Capira Cheii'oso," • 

Srhose " fley-craws," wind-worked figures on tall poles swinging 

irms to frighten away birds, suggested the presence of 

Beyond it is the Sao Francisco settlement, where thi-ee 

reanilets meet; near the junction are a little thiee-windowed 

ihapel and a wooden bridge with a stone pier in mid-stream. 

i path ran up the pretty river plain, bright with sugar-cane, 

I the right bank of the Brumado stream. It had a look of 

me ; the rivulet was, witltout overflowing, full — in these lands 

nich streams are either o'erflowing or underflowing — and on the 

r bank wintry broom rose naked in the air. Keaching the 

Unch decayed village of Bmmado, we saw on the left the road 

Mding to Santa Barbai-a and tbe Pari Mine,+ and we turn right- 

irds to the great house of Commendador Joao Alves de Sousa 

JSbutinho. The retired courtier, a favourite of the first Emperor, 

B a hearty welcome and pressed us to stay. 
' Here we are close to the property of the Santa Bai-bara Gold 
{fining Company (Lunited), of which a section of the public has 
JSuredly heard. It was formed in 1861 to buy an estate and 
(liixenda called the " Pari Gold Mine," or " Pari Lode," in the 
' Strict of Pu'aciciiva, parish of S'^ Barbara, t from which it ia 
distant about six miles. Its owner, Coronel Joao Jose Cameii'o 
e Miranda, had long offered it for 5000/. ; it was piu-chased for 
12,000/., two-thirds in cash and tbe remainder in shales of 1/. 
each. Moreover 18,000/. were expended upon getting tlie mine 
into profitable working order, upon an adit for imwateiing, and 
upon a new stamping mill of seventy-two heads. Thus the total 
outlay was just half the capital, 60,000/. 

The proposer, who visited it in 1855, § gave it a good name in 

* *' Sweot-inelling grass," a Cypcracea, 54 miles nortli-OMt of Morm Valha. Ac- 

Kl'Diiiff) odonU ISpiU). cnnling to St. IliL (L i. 214), vtiQ vrita 

t "Piri," ijronounceil mucli tike tlie "Percicaba, or pinicicaha," the Qaarani 

Franch Paris, iBafiabCisp. worda "Pira cy cabi" appear to ciffoSj 

t S<> Barbaiit, UiHin the western head "Hliining blauk fish." 

watora of tbe Rift Diwe, is said in the relwrta S In 1S50, Dr. Wnlker reported that 

to be 14 — IS mile* due eost of a Joto i!o the lode resembleil tliat at M<inaX<Si>n\ 

, HofTo Unmde, 20 mile* north bj east that it sua «QrVw\ i\^4«tpwn»i,N™-V. o^ 

LihMn Qongo 3aco, 24 miles fmm Cocaos, and bj itnj, mul t\ittl tW o« «a6 t^a»™^e&, 



Lis report. The lotle, horableiule, quaitz, and arsenical pyri 
ran north tu south, parallel with the clay shite containing i 
At grass the width was 3 — i feet, but below it widened to 7 
It has been worked to 100 fatJioins, but the level was s 
hardly 80 feet, and tlie only pump was a liaud-puiup. 
tturiferoua yield was to be upwards of four oitavas per ton. 
way of refresher, in April, 1863, a report by an ex-miner 
(jongo Soco, who had thirty years' experience in Brazil, w-aa s 
home ; the worthy man assured all shareholders that the fotn 
proprietor, despite his " crude, imperfect, inefficient, and thet 
fore costly development," had realised a very handsome properi 
Corollary, what a fool he was to sell it t Moreover, the princip 
agent, whose son was also one of the mining captains, report 
that he was making five oitavas per ton ; otlier information ^ 
equally favoiu-able, especially when volunteered by those 
bad local interests, such as a store, or a shop, to supply roB 
coloured specs. 

On the otlier hand, facts were unreasonable enough to pro 
that the hornblende which predominates over the pjTitic fori 
tion, though represented to be easy for boring, is an extreme 
refractory substance, making the quarrying verj- difficult, i 
neutralising the auriferous properties of the quartz. After i 
years the agent withdrew. The works are now in the hands 
an ex-mechanic, two Englisli miners, and a very few 
Brazihnns. The slaves have been given up, and — sic i 
gloria Sanctte Barbaric ! But she may become rediviva ; in bib 
matters "impossible " must be erased from the dictionary; i 
I have heard rumours that she is to be set on her feet once nw 

After eating oranges and drinking orange-wine, we bade adi4 
to the Commendador, leaving with him that extremely enU 
Mr. Brown, A cross road to the west of the highway led ajt 
short river valley with a channing"bitof view," crossed a" 
or two, and placed us upon the open sunny Campo. I alTflj 
return to these pure and airy downs with pleasure, especial 
after a spell of the "shut forest." Travellers complain tlii 
they are monotonous, but that depends upon the traveller. Aj» ; 
the Arabian desert, objects are few, except to those who ta 

puaed througL amstruB, uiil etmkcil in * Tho undcrla; in >lat«il to be SC- 
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where to find them and how to loot for them. And there ia 
- nothing unsightly in the long rolling waves of ground, dotted 

over with the yellow apple of the Jua, the hlack wooda in the 
' lower levels, and the gradual sinking of the foreground into a 

smooth horizon of the purest blue. 

Here for the first time rose high before us the Serra do 

( 'iiraga,* more politelj- called da Mae dos Homens. We bad 

turned its northern bluff without a clear prospect of its form, and 

we shall almost circle round it before we return to Morro Velbo. 

Though it was so long in sight I was never weary of gazing upon 

it, despite the sage. 

Nil tarn mirebik quidqiuun 
Quod non minDiut mirorier omncB paulntim.' 

It is a grisly spectacle, that Big Face, a huge mass of iron 
slate towering several thousand feet + above the high downs. 
Its featiires ai'e grotesquely seamed and dyked with broad and 
narrow bands of quartz I standing out from the dark Itacolumite, 
ixnd in places there were long vertical shaves of blue-black 
Jiiciitinga imderlj-ing the hard intercrust of mica slate. ,\fter 
yesterday's rain the ore bad been washed out of the joints, 
making the slides and precipices look as if molten silver were 
flowing down a mountain of moulded iron, a grisly casting that 
disdains to sliow a sign of vegetation, and which seems to stand 
as if defying the elements for ever. The southern end, where 
the strata are almost perpendicular, assumes the appearance of a 
rhinoceros bead ; nor are nasal boms wanting, the softer parts 
of the stone have scaled off, leaving a jagged line of tall pikes, 
like the " organs " of Rio Bay. Iiooking at it, as we do, from 
the west, it proclaims its inaccessibility ; it is the wall of iron 
which Sikandar of Rum built against Yajuj and Majvij at 
Harband. 



• Carfijft is cxiiliiincil in Portiiguiwe « 
CMTMca (tetricuB vnltut) de Pfdra (Vot 
Port, k Utin of Padre lUphaol BlnMau, 
1 vott foliol. Tbfl vord in femiaino, but 
aivrjkTfl t&kcs the nuuculine affix, " O 
Carti?a," the ugly taai. Tlib confinna tlie 
legeDd whidi denrca its DUne from mme 
pongn-fiujed negro, Qnilombciro, who firrt 
tiled in iW horrid heights Mr. Heawond 
erroniHinsl; calli it "the CitrafiiB." Mr. 
Wilnh lii. 312) is woiM atiU : "AnothBT 
was (alio) ' Scrra da Cam ' from 



to in snonnoiis vis.igp." St. Hil. (I. i. 
SIB) obBorm thnt ^e won) is at oaco 
FortngueH ud QuBinni. In the latter 
tongue, Oax» and hn^a, or Ciuitftpiba, cor- 
rected to Osnifa, mean ■ defile. 

t Some nay 3000 bud oven iOOO feet. 
St. Hil. (1. i. 385), who ascended thehighest 
peak, lajB down the height tX nearly 6000 
feet above sea-level- 

t Mr. Ualfeld informs ut thftttheCuifa 
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This " Big Face Mountain " is the very pivot and centre of tht 
mid-Miuas gold mines, especially tJie pyiitic formtttion : open 
compass to a radius of 0° 30', sweep round, and the enclosei 
circle will all be more or less Ruriferous. The Sen-a was 
anuned botaiiically by Spix and Martius, followed by St. Hilain; 
heavy rains kept Gardner away. Mr. Gordon ascended by tht 
soutliem face, and found a dangerous road, with round r^Qxag 
stones, over ledges and along precipitous chasms ; the pass 
by AUegria on the south-eastern side is also bad. The best 
approach is from fiiiimado, which we have just seen, and np 
the easier northern slope. On the summit is a plateau of some 
three square miles, soled by a swainp which (hies up in winter; 
around the margin of this water European vegetables grow to 
perfection. 

As usual with remarkable moimtains in Minas, the Corai^A ytta 
long a hermitage where life must have been lively as that of a 
lighthouse-keeper thirty yeai-s ago. A chapel in which mass was 
said for fifty miles round," was begun in 1771, and dedicated to 
N" S> Mae dos Homens. Near it was a monastery occupied 
by a brotherhood of eleven. The works were all made by a 
certain IrmSo Louren^o, who belonged to the regicide liouse of 
Tavora. His portrait is still in the College, and he is remembered 
as a most worthy man who did not " make fire in the sea." Hi 
lived there till past 1818, and at his death left to tlie king U 
hermitage, which became a seminary. The congregation of 
Mission of St. Vincent de Paul was presently estabhshed by Padu 
Leandro Eabello Peixoto e Castro, in vii-tue of the Royal Letts 
dated Jan. 21, 1820. It languished till the present Bishop 
Mnrianna, who had been one of tlie lecturers, returned to it : 
Principal, and found there very few pupils. The diocesan collecti 
funds for a little chiu'ch nnd altai'-stone to admit of the plaa 
being consecrated ; and tlie excellent jirelate intends, it is said, 
be buried iu it. The now well-known theological college occnpi 
a secondary ridge on the north-west pai-t of the plateau, and wh 
residences were built the Propaganda sent priest -professors. Tb( 
Principal is M. Michel Sipolis, who has temponu-ily returned 
France ; the Vice-Principal was his brother M. Francois Sipolis,'! 

- ■ So sdjB Henderaon, writing io 1821. ISlfi ; he n 
In 1881, 8t. HiL (I. i. 2201 desirilwil tho ronso." 
inoiintiiiii iiUtenii, whjdi Iip ™il«J in 
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whom we shall frequently meet, aud there were Uiree i)thcr cpclesi- 
nstics, all well-educated men. 

Om- track lay up and down hills of yellow clay, thinly greened, 
ftnd presently we fell into the Santa Barbara, or main road that 
leads from Ouro Preto to Diamantina. This, the moat important 
line of conimimication in tlie Pio\"ince, appears hereabouts a 
respectable highway ; near Uie City of Diamonds it will become 
detestable. On the light was a ranch whose palms, coffee-shrubs 
and bamboos, larger than usual, ai-giied a warmer .climate. 

Approaching a well-bridged stream, the " Ribeu'ao da Bitan- 
com-t," we saw from afai- a phenomenon that imzzled us. At 
length, sti'ainiug our ojea like ao many D. Quixotes, we distin- 
guished, not windmills, but a cavalcade of eleven Sisters of Charity 
in guU-wing caps, mounted on poor back-mules, and travelling, 
lite Canterbury Pilgiims, in single file under the escort of two 
priests. They had been sent from the Laranjeh*as establish- 
ment at Rio de Janeii-o to foimd a branch bouse at Diamantina. 
"We halted and addressed mes sojiurs : unfortmiately, tlie only 
pi-etty Sister, who, moreover, sat her horse well, and who wore 
II neat riding-sku't, went forward, and would not join in the 
rhat. M. Fronijois Sipolis, carrying his full-grown metal cross, 
was in command of the detachment, and recognised llr. Gordon, 
and the Sisters my wife ; loud and hot were the greetings. 
I'liia priest, still young, had come to the Brazil in his salad days, 
and he has perhaps been too long here : I could hardly tell bis 
nationality. The rear was brought up by a youth in soutane, with 
sallow greenish skin, and apparently a double supply of eyes, 
behind and before : he most diligently jierused his hreWary, while 
he took inward stock of everybody and everytliing. Thiis, the 
King of Dahome'a system of duplicate ofBcials is not always 
despised by the cirilised and tlie Jesuitic order touching the 
mission of their " apostles." Misito illos vinos is still con'ied out 
in the Brazil. I engaged myself to meet M. Sipolis at Diaman- 
tina : we theu shook hands and parted a Vaimablc. 

After long sighting the grassy slopes below the settlement, we 
crossed a " lavapes "' in the shape of a bright little stream flowing 
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over its l>latk Jaciitiugn bed ; it rises in the Caraija, and forms one 
of the head waters of the Rio Doce. Our hoofs (>lattered loud 
over the rugged i>avement of the silent "Catas Altas," called 
" de Mato Dentro," * altlioiigh the forest has loug ago 
cleared awaj-. Mr. Gordon had sent his man forw«riia, tsA, 
we found all prepai'ed at the " Hotel Fluminense e Bom PasU 
Feixaila,"} kept by tiie I, ieut. -Colonel JoSo Emerj-, The son itf 
English paients, and tlioroughly John Bull in hm-liness of look, 
the host could speak only Portuguese. As he explained himself 
the face was British, but all the rest was Brazilian. It too ofbet 
happens in thia Empire that the father and mother become ac- 
customed to talk their mangled Lnsitiininn en famille, and tim 
the children, witli the harsh fentiu-es and the freckled faces of tin 
far north, cannot answer the simplest question in the langni^ 
of their ancestore. 

From the hotel we could easily see the diggings in the 
cheek of the Caraija. The upi)er stratum is a rich ochi-eouB clftj 
some twenty feet deep, overh-ing fine micaceous slate, that 
upon compact magnetic ii'on,aud the latter has always been fouid 
in far greater abundance than gold. In the lower beds mn tfat 
veins of ferruginous quartz which used to be split mth fire 
stamped for precious metal. The eye chose out three huge exctr 
vations resembling craters and i-anged in hne, duly flanked by ti 
Casas Grande s. The easternmost is the " Pitangui," | the Lavra 
Padre Vieira, which belongs to a Brazilian association and b] 
which flows the " lavapes." Next to it is Boii Vista, the Lavra 
Francisco Vieira, brother to the padre ; it has lately done a littl* 
business ; and further on ia an old houseless pit called " 
Machado." Besides these, tlie Bnimadinlio, the Bananal, amd 
Durao, are spoken of by the people. They were mostly worked 
out before 1801, and mining enterprise ia now fai- beyond thi 
local purse. All supposed that we were going to buy, and whis- 
pered, with the bated breath of a Loudon police magisti-ate freslt 
from Rome, the vast rlohea hidden in the mountain's lean bowels.' 
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"Whilst dinner was being serred up, we easily visited tlie town, 
rhieli (lutes from 1724 : aiuce its mines fniled it lias become ver;' 
- )Oor, and the inhabitants Bupport life by corn-growing and cattle- 
jreeding. These simple and innocent occupations, Georgic and 
Bucolic, ought to make tbem happy ; they look downcast as Meli- 
bffius or Corydon, and, as tlieir dull lives are hardly worth keeping, 
they live long and die hard. The single street has, besides the 
Mntriz N" Si> da Cou^ei^ao, three chapels, a Rosario, a S" Quiteria, 
«nd a Bomfini. The porticoed mother church, which fronts a 
neat sloping aqnai-e, is abundantly painted ; even the balustrade 
round the tower ia a deception not likely to deceive. The interior 
is qiiatntly and curiously ornamented with old twisted pillai-K, 
nnd, a novena being in prospect, cut and coloured paper extended 
from floor to roof. The rotulas* nnd balcony of the vicar, Padre 
Francisco Xavier Auguato da Franca, were crowded with ladies pre- 
pai'ing for the festival. His reverence told me that he was entering 
his eightieth j'ear. "VVIiy is it that after seventy a man must tell 
von his age ineritahly, as if he liad shot the albatross ? He spoke 
of a parishioner who had lately died let. 119, and he estimated bis 
cui'e to extend over 3900 soids, of whom some 490 only were 
slaves- + 

• The old wooden lattlcB work which In 1808, when the Conrt of Pnrtnpi! 

fonneJ a kinil of hanging doKt anuido changed qiuutera from Liahon to Bio do 

each wiadow. nnd Bomotimu exteaiUog Jiuieiro. 

along the hoime face. Being handier than f The AJmuack of ISflS boliuTea the 

even ui Affghan " SaogiiJi " »hen B qniel Rinve po|mktion not to exceed 4S8. 
shot wflfl to he Ered, Ihoy wero HupprcRscd 



I 



CH^VPTER XXXIl. 

TO MARIANNA. 

TorrSo que do sea ouro Be nomeavft, 
Por crear do mais Rao on p£ das Serras ; 
Mas quo (eito cm fim baixo e mal prezoilo 
nome t«va de " Ouro InBcionado." 

CaramiirS, i, 21. 

The night was exceptionally cold, we slept soundly, and a 
the next day, a harmless Friday, we were on foot at an boQ 
when the huniid darkness eeemed to be 

Almost at odds with morning', which is wbich. 

Instead of making " Inficioiiado " by the direct road to the 
south- south -east, we were to cover an equilateral triangle 
twelve miles to " Fonseca," where the combustible matter is, 
and then to make our nighting place, as much fuitlier. 

We resumed the Campo road, and after two miles with a few 
rough asceuta and descents, we reached the little village Mono 
d'Agua Quente. While fording the streamlet, we were shown an 
island in which an English miner was buried. He had pledged 
himself to nnwnter the Agua Quente mine, and had set up some 
fine pumping gear, eighteen inclies in diameter, made of wrought* 
iron plates from home. But even these failed ; he redeemed hiff 
word like the last of the Romans, by going to Ivingdom Come. 
"There was," said the satiric^al Mr. B., "but one honest 
Comishmau in Minas, and he — went and hanged himself." 

Mr. Gordon had some business to transact with a dec^t 
BraziUnn body, the widow of an Irishman employed at Morro 
Velho — hia other five relicts are not so easily managed. Meaii' 
while we put up at a little tavern kept by Sr. Leandro Francisco 
Arantez, an energetic young man who lias a concession for 
working the seam which we had come to see. The ProvuuM m 
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x>uglilj- alive to the necessity of supplanting seaborne coal by 
eilinn, imd has offered i£2000 for the discoverv of the grand 
Lderatiim. Sr. Arantez showed us with just pride the gold 
1 whicli had been conferred upon liiin in 1863, when he hit 
I tlie doubtful substance : the reverse showed the head of 

fl. Majesty, and Bene nierituni premium was on the obverse, 

B told us his many troubles, how tlie people had discouraged 
um in every possible way, and had name'd his trouvaille " raiz de 
Jim" — tree root. So iu the Province of S. Puulo, when, at 
the end of the last generation, certain innovators proposed to 
abandon the valueless sugar growing, for coffee, they were derided 
as " planters of fi'uit." 

Agua Quente — hot water — deiives its name from a thermal 
spring, which was covered by an eaiihslip. In 1825, Caldcleugh 
spoke witli an oUI man who remembered drinking " agua morna," 
lukewajTii water, but he did not remember if it had any smell. 
Others declare that the heated element once appeared in the 
mine. As usual, the village has decayed, together with the cause 
of its origm : it lias 68 houses within reasonable distance of one 
another. The Company's old store still exists at Banaual, near 
Agua Quente, but uo work is done there. Above the miue is a 
peak, known as Morro d'Agua Quente, and from this our 
destination, " Fonseca," bears due south-east. 

Accompanied by Sr. Aranten, we ascended a very steep hill 
that placed us upon the Chapada. Here the gi'ouud rang under 
the hoof as if iron plated ; in places it soimded hollow, suggesting 
that the thin crust might easily cave in, and such hereabouts 
is the formation generally. The appearance of the mineral 
reminded mc of the laterite in Malabai' and Western India, but 
here it is the richest hiematite. Dr. Couto found the village of 
Agua Quente built upon immense deposits of copper ; sheets of 
the red vaiiety, chequered and sprmkled with the ashy mineral, 
forming a chess-board of pleasing appearance. To the left was 
the Serra da Bat&i, a soutliern butt-end of the great Serra do 
Frio." On the right, and falling to the rear, looking excep- 
tionally ribby, rose the peaked mmmtain, Car^(;a, down which 
the dangerous road is seen to wind. 

Passing a small faxenda, " do Moreira " — not to be confounded 
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ion said, raising his voice almost an octave, to denote the I 
erlative of fineness, that is to say, of minuteness.* 
?he combustible appears in small pieees and broken layers , 
::U mixed with clay and sandstone : we did not find a single 
sk. It was mostly transition lignite, or brown coal, knonn \ 
S. Panlu us " tipota :" distinctly modem, ligneous of ap* 
ranee, and bmning with tlie smell of wood. Other pieces 1 
tx the same locahty are smooth and black, Uke obsidian or j 
ling-wax, conchoidal in fracture, highly uiiiammable, and i 
bg out thick smoke and gas in quantities. It is, in fact, 
cannel coal, and it will be found useful when the old reverbere 
I the kerosine ai'e clean forgotten, I recognised the forma- 
1, having already examined at the Fazenda of a certain Dr. 
Tael, near Old Ca^apava, in the Valley of the Parahyba River, 
ivince of Sao Paulo, a verj- similar basin, whose lignite over- _ 
I cannel coal : here, however, at a greater depth, occora I 
hracite, a veritable black diamond which does not soil the I 
!ers, and which bums without smoke. Before working these j 
ces, the main consideration is whether the formation be | 
Gciently extensive to pay : the exploratory' works should J 
tainly not cost more than 200/. In Minas I nowhere observed 1 
great deposits of sulphurous or bituminous shale which | 
upy the Valleys of the Southern Paraliyba and the Upp€ir 
;te, and wliich will some day supply the land witli petroleum, 
ese must be sought further east, and they will probably he 
nd upon the lower courses of the Bio Doce, the Mucury, and 
( Jequitinhonha or Behnonte. 
We then rode up the rough western wall of the eastern basiOfV 
1 met with water everj-where, even near the top. This is » J 
nmon feature both in Minas and S. Paulo ; the stranger iSj] 
en surprised to see a crystal spring welling from the brow of i 
I. The only trace of game was the " Frango do Campo," o 
iirie Chicken, plumed like the water-rail, short-legged, and t 
mistaken for a young hen that has esca]}ed from the poultry^ 
■d. The Siriema, or Serpent-bird, ran before us in the path^fl 
1 represented the tm-key. 
(Vt the Fazenda do Moreira, Mr. Gordon bade us a temporary 
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adieu : lie was to regnin Morro ^'eUlo i-id Agua Quente, irhilst w 
intended to sleep at Inficionado. We descended a long hil^^ 
pasBing neai- tlie bottom- water a sinall iron foundrj, and by ■ I 
tediona ascent we made a Cliapada, wliieh, lite tbat of thtM 
morning, was a plain of iron, LoUow-soirading as a pot. From aftr i 
we saw the curling smoke of the settlement, and the black outline* 
of " C'ata Preta," * wliich was worked to little pmi>ose by the Gottgo I 
Soco Company, and which now belongs to the Conimendador owner 
of the mine. Then we drojiped into a deep road, a hollow way, lite 
the lanes of fair Toiiraine, once so familial' to me, and present^ 
below us flowed the river, broad and cleai-, crossed by a tolnaUl 
bridge. We lost no time in transferring ourselves to the liostdq 
of Sr. Francisco Cesario de Macedo, at the southern end of t" 
village. 

During the evening we walked out to see the " parishry of N' 
S* de Nazareth do Inficionado " — of the Infected (gold). Tbfl 
cognomen was given because the metal at first seemed excellent, 
but presently showed the cloven foot, Tlie "Infected" is no 
the usual long, wretchedly -paved street or rather section ( 
high-road, whilst horse-shoeing and grain-selling at a dear tM 
to bezonian ti-avellers appeal- the principal industries. A t 
chafai'iz fronts the matriz, and there are two chapels, but never I 
priest ; on the other side of the Pu-acicava, a thin scaffolding s 
surrounded the tall black cross, which was being duly anned. 

The fashionable skin was a sallow brown, and people showed 
mixtm-e of races, with much inter-marriage. Cripples and h 
were unusually numerous. I saw two cases of hydrocephalDl 
one witli soft the other with hard head ; both creep upon tb 
ground, and have forgotten the use of their "immortal souls." A 
Barbacena tlte mouth is worn open ; at S. Joiio tlie tongue 1 
sligbtly protruded; here the rillagers "made at us ft pair 
eyes" and laughed in om- faces the laugh of semi-idiotcy, whilfl 
on of them audibly i-emaiked that my "companion"! was " uDk 
seniiora muita cnpaz " — highly tmstwoitliy. The host, howeTSI 
was civil and obliging ; he did not even murmur when i 

• The " Blauk Pit." rlamoiBell*, l.ut no fcmme or fiUe : b iki 
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btceedingly cm^fiil fellow-ti-aveller foimd a sixpence wrong in 
! mules' rfttious, and with loud " blatheration " performed the 
ii'atiou of doekiiig. 
Cftta Preta boasts of one great birth. Fr. Jose de Santa Rita 
Piirao was bom there about 1737; this old worthy was the son of an 
iDergetic Portuguese colonist, and he died, as poets were wout to 
, in the hospital of Ijisbon, 1784. During these forty-seven 
i he wrote a number of poems, of which the best known is 
fO Caramuru,"* an epic in hen decasyllabics, ntunbeiing the 
laal ten cantos. Had the Lusiads never been created, tliis 
reduction would have become world-famous : as it is, the echo 
t the older and gi'ander strain hauuts the reader's ear. Even 
I sententious trick of the line tenuinating the stanza is pre- 
Tcd. For instance, the esonUum — 

Of Uie BtoDt spirit whom no toil could tome. 

Nor daunt the cage of occidental wares ; 
IVlio the Reconcftvept ever dear to Fftme, 

Wbicli Btill tho haoglit Brazit's liigli city laves, 
Eiplored ; the " Thnnder-Son," whose fearful name 

Could rule and tame the savage ludioin braveli, 
I sing the valour proved by adverse fate — 
Who maetci^ fortune, he alone is great. 

\ The poem was hastily thi-own off, and was printed in 1781. 
e Visconde de Almoida-GaiTett, Iiimself a most distinguished 
»et as well as prose wi'iter and critic, says of it, " Where the poet 
litis contented himself with simply expressing the tnitli, he has 
wiitten most beautiful octuvcs, some of them even sublime." M. 
I'erdinaud Denis, an eai-ly historiographer of Brazilian literature, 
declares it to be a " national epopee, which interests and excites 
the reader;" andM. Kugene Garayde Monglave has translated it 
into French. It might, I think, appear in an English dress with 
much judicious curtailment, and with the prosaic portions reduced 
to plain prose. 

On tlie next day — a tbii-teeuth be it duly remembered — we left 
Inficionado at a late hour. Bain was brewing in li-ont, the effect 



* A certain Diogo Alvares of Viam waa properlj dgnifiea. "ihe electric eeL" The 
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of the "Serra de Ouro Preto," which iudulgeB in a perpetual 
night-cap of heavy wet. We began with tiie high-roati, or, as il , 
is here called, the "cart-road," to Marianna city, and we found 
some luxuries, such as the rivulets cleared of their large round 
stones. We were not, however, beyond the old wLeel-tire »illi 
projecting iron knobs, which bite the slippery clay groimd, ami 
which over-work the trains upon the levels. Presently we tumel 
into a bridle-path, exceptionally bad ; our mules seemed to b| 
L-limbing up aud down staiis. The material is a glaring whi" 
quartzose sandstone, soft and laminated; it is easily trodden w 
weathered into holes and ledges. The fonnation is akin to tJ 
so-called Itacolumite which supplies Diamantina with its genu. 
There are mines around, rude diggings in clayey sand, mixed 
with coarse femiginous gravel and debris from the schistose rocld 
of the Serra. 

After an hour we descended to the hamlet " Bento Rodrignei,* 
which lies between the forks of the river Gualaxo,* a Titreod 
stream in a ruddy pink bed, which contrasts charmingly with t 
lively verdure around. The eastern or further water, even i 
this season, was girth-deep : the ruins of a bridge were there, a 
B "pingela," wliich here represents the hanging bridge of Per^ 
showed that after rains tlie clear waters became unfordahlf 
Another rise and full led to a " Devil's Gleu," a deep < 
hollow, mth strata highly tilted up, aud a mountain bur 
jilashing down the bottom, crossed by a single ajch. Aboi 
noon we reached Caniargos, a small village with a stream in i 
sands below, and a very big church standing on a hill to pray.l 
veritable Pharisee. At this half-way house a little venda gave a 
shade ; and a few words of civility and chatting about i 
produced oranges : our only expense for entertainment was Sd-, ti 
cost of a bottle of cachai;a. The Brazil, like liussia and othi 
young countries, is a place of exceeding cheapness for those wl 
live, as the Anglo-Indian saying is, " country -fashion," on bed 
charqui, and native rum. On the other hand, imported artieli 
double their London prices, and anything out of the ordinary yt 
is inordinately expensive. Those who think tliat they canM 



* Quiilii:o do Norte, liy Denderaoo iLo Rio Doea proper. We Lave n 
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Bf>eiiil money here will murvel iit the cost of bei'f-sU'aku mul 
peer, fresh butter and English cheese. 

I Caniargos — on this line towns and viUnges greatly resemble 
KOie another— sows and breeds like its neighbours : it has a 
■HoiaU industry in the matter of gold, once so abundant, and it 
Htui also export iron. From this district came the tea whicli 
^fciined the gold medal in the Great Exhibition of 186*2:* we 
Breaently saw the plantations, rather shabby below, but rich in 
Hhe higher lands, fronting the Bom Retire Fazenda. I had not 
Boet with the shrub since leaving tlie Province of Sao Paulo, and 
Ht was the face of an old friend. 

H Ascending the Mon-o da Venda da Palha.t we enjoyed a noble 
Iriew of enormous extent. To the north, under " a sky of won- 
Hrons height," rose the peak of " Itabira do Mato Dentro," a mere 
Hpiub rising from the liorizon plain, and distant, as the crow Hies, 
Buty-five miles. Eastward a tall blue screen, hardly distinguish- 
Blble from the clouds, denoted the valley wall of the Rio Dooe. 
■n fi-ont surged the lumpy Serra de Om-o Preto, with a red road 
HieBmiiig, like a ribbon, its slopes of green. 

■ From that point all was descent. The path became worse, and 

Bne half-devoured remnants of a cow lying across the line did not 

npeak well for the new mines. Down the niddy slope we fell into 

Bt country of Oanga and Jacutinga, like that of Gongo Soco. By 

Hegrees, tlte Mono de Santa Anna settlement, better known as 

nke " I>. Pedro Norte del Rev," a complicated absurdit)', opened 

ont before us. The site is a bleak and treeless hill-side, fronting 

east, " rugged as cliffs on the seashore," with its tall, naked face 

bun-owed for gold ; an ugly contrast to the picturesque approach 

that characterises Morro Velho. On the upper level appears, en 

proJiU, the chapel, a white box, surrounded by the dull clay huts 

of the native workmen. Below it are the hospital, the houses 

of the officers, the white quarters of the English miners, the Casa 

Ontnde, lai^e, neat, and well situated, and the " blacks' kitchen," 

j a tall, white tenement, bald and bai'e. The hitter surmounts a 

dwarf eminence rising from the valley sole, the " Corrego da 

Ih« Dnl; complaint intB that it Teuein de Soma of Oura Preto. Iho ovnai 

irvital a certun aronuL This ume from of Bom RaCiro, or Pucmia do Teeoureira. 

00 now. Moreorerthaspedioeiui t Frnm CimarEoa to Mariannn thera ii 

tiAj thjkt tboj coolil not ho suh- an older ro«d, Ijing 03«t of the line bjr 

I Bitt«d to lalHcient teat. The principi] t«a vhich wo trarelleJ. 

' ut the PrriTinoo ia non the Senator ^^_ 
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I Canella," npon whose bottom land (ire the shops, smith;, i 
peiitry, stamps, and oilier furniture. Here, too, were ( 
wdsliinga made in tho olden day. 

; Fortunately I had sent on Miguol with our introductory UUtt 
The trooper met us before we reacbed the house, and cob » 
leaiTied for the first time that Mrs. Thomas Treloar, the Siipwfl 
tendent's wife, was uot expected to live. She had passed t) 
three years in the Brazil, and had intended returning lo ■ 
English borne in June last. The " six months moro " are son* 
times as fatal in the Brazil as in Hindostnn. 

We retired from a sun " enough to roast a Guinea man," to A 
Venda, wretched as an inn in StjTia, and considered tlie case, ft 
George Mockett, for whom also we had letters, was in ntteiuUu 
npon Mrs. Treloar ; and her son-in-law, Mr. Francis S. Symon 
Manager of the Fassagem Mine, was momcntai-ily exp« 
Nothing remained but to ride on two miles, aud trust to tl 
tender mercies of a Maiianna hostelry. 

We forded the C6n'ego da Canella twice, and passed ofl 
sundry hill-spurs. Here the houses thicken to a suburb, en^ 
second "ranch" shows stakes for tethering mules, and saddl 
making is added to horse-shoeing. We remark that the wkcii 
road no longer presents the gloomy picture of ruins and deserti 
villages traced by Dr. Couto in 1801. But in those days, ll 
mining population, mostly coloured, lingered about tlieir « 
hausted diggings ; now tbey have apphed to other work. £to] 
where we saw bullocks' liides stretched out in tlie 
Brazilian fashion upon a frame-work of sticks, the ground t 
too damp to permit pegging them down ; thus they obtain I 
benefit of sun and wind, and they can easily he moved out ( 
the rain. The skins, which in the dry season, after a few dayi 
exposure, become hard aad board-like, are used to cover mid 
loads by day, and to act couch at night : in tlie wilder parts tl 
are the bed, sofa, and matti-ess, and in stools and settles tl 
supplant the ratlau. 

Then we forded the " Ribeirio do Carmo,"* wlijch divide 

' the city proper from a large subui-b, the " Bairro de Monsns! 

I higher up the stream there is a wooden bridge on stone i 

ir pAtiiilarl; kaawn OE tlio "Kio Vvtindiio.' 
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used during the rains. From this point is the prettiest view of 
the eccleaiastical capital, which reminded mo of pictureaqae ohl 
Coimbra, The houses, hero white, there red, pink and yellow, 
rise in steps from the right bank of the rivulet, which tiie poets 
have compared with the Mondego," and appear based upon and 
mingled with rich green lines and clumps of the domed 
Jab otic abeira, palms, plantains, oranges, and bright-flowering 
shrubs. 

Ascending a ramp, we left on the right the Ribeirao do 
Cattete : gardens now bloom in its bed, but a long stone bridge 
proved that it has not always been dry. A vilely-paved street 
led us north-east to the Largo da Cadoa, in whose centre still 
stauds the pilloiy of colonial days, the first which I have seen 
in the Brazil. It shows the holes by which criminals were 
tied up, and it is sm'moiiuted by globe and crown, sword and 
scales, and the iron hooks to which limbs were suspended. 
The jail, also guild-hall, is a quaint, squat, old-fashioned 
building, with a complicated entrance curiously painted, and a 
few black soldiers were on guard. Fronting it is the Church 
of S. Francisco, tawdiy in exterior : it is the temporary " Se," 
the Cathedral being under repair. To its r^it is the N' S^ 
do Carmo, with the usual round- square or pepper-caster 
towers. 

Evidently we ai'e in a city which is clerical and not com- 
mercLil : the duluess is that of cathedral towns generally, from 
Itu in S. Paulo to Durham and Canterbury before the age of 
railways. " FonnigOes " — big black ants — as the black soutane'd 
students are called in waggishness, stroll thraugh the thorough- 
fares, and loll listless about the shops. The store-keeper leans 
with elbows upon his counter, and stares vacantly at tlie sti-eet, 
or muses and smokes cigarettes in concert with a friend or 
friends, seated upon stools nearer the door. Negro urchins squat 



t&ry to the Prealdenc; of Uinaa, and ihm- 
wiuda at SHo FauIo, ban presciited the 
original of Uii« poflin, " Villa Hies," to H. 
I. Mnjeaty. Dr. Claudio died unniam«J, 
but he left oieces : the latter attempWd, 
when the llrsiil became an Empire, to 
establiali their righU, and applied to the 
UHuaJ officer, ths " Procnrador dofl feitoa ila 
fnienda," Dnhappily the papen bad dii- 
appoorod, and the ca 



• Claudio Manuel da Ciat*, of whom 
more hereattor, wrote a poem npon the 
Riboii^ do Canuo, Wlieu ApoUn had 
utolQD the uj-mph Bulln^ this amoron) 
drain cursed the god : the latter, in re- 
venge, taught men to wound the bank for 
geld and preciooe atones, and to alain the 
iiryitol current with blood. At length, the 
ICibcitflo, mod with despair, coahed downa 
rock and vaa daahed lo piiKes. 

l)r. Ileuriquc Ceiar Mutzio, Chief Sucre- 
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upon the stojK*, or tiy comlusious wiUi vagiant pigs and dogs, 
wliioL are apparently the main items of populHtion : one of 
creatures, who certainly had not heard of Joan Dare, bawled oat 
" Godam," aa we rode by. Old blact women hobbled abont 
picking up rags and compost ; and we remarked sundry white 
men going barefooted — a very unusual spectacle in tlie BrazIL 
Here aud there a profusion of straight, glossy and well-gi'easeil 
hair, with a bright red blossom on tlie left side of the head,* 
and a face of very mixed blood, engaged in the *' serious 
study of street scenery," inform the practised eye that, 
might be expected where young men are "reading for the 
Church," Anonj-ma is as well known as to those who **live at 
Gondar." 

Descending into the Largo da Pra^a, a grassy square, sloping 
eastwai-d, we came upon the Hotel Mariaunense, the best of the 
three inns. The host, Sr. Antonio FeiTcira, who complicates the 
Boniface witli the Figaro — the reception room was in fact a 
barber's shop — began by charging us heavily for pasture and 
maize. But we are now on the high road, where the leagues 
become better because shorter, + and the prices worse, becanw 
longer. We ended with a bill wliicli would have done honoor to 
tlie Hotel dea Ambassadeurs, St. Petei-sburg, 

The eBtablishment was tlie typical estalagem or country inn of 
tlie old Brazil. From the barber's room ran a long corridor to 
the back of the house, and it was so badly boarded that one 
risked falling through. The bed chambers, with walls bare of 
everything but diit, showed plank couches, a chair, and some- 
times a tijtble. The passage lea<ls to the dining-room, distill' 
guiahed only by an ai'moire, whose glass front exposes spare 
china, cruets, condiments, a few bottlea, and pots of provision. 
The normal " punch-bath " will not be ready for half an hour, 
the diiuier for two horn's : time is not worth a thought here, and 
regularity is nest to impossible. The negroes and uegresses 
prefer staring, whiapeiing, and giggling, to work, however light : 
titcre is never less than one screaming child to make night 
horrid ; and generally lliere are two fierce dogs that bai-k and 
bay responsively at the shadow of an opportunity. The feeding 

• The DiMried vesa tl.» flower on tha 
I right BiJo of CJie h«id. 

t Here the IciifciiB may 1>e MsiimoJ iit 
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is that of the ** venda;" there are " Irish potatoes," the '* famine 
root," because ^^e are in a city; and the lights are not lamps of 
Kicinus oil, but composition candles, for which we shall have to 
suffer in the purse. 

And yet, to these three wretched inns there are nine 
churches ! 



I 



CHAPTER XXXIII. 



AT MABIAKSA. 



loe I'ortugaiBO a'cst empot^ en Ameriquo de la contrte la pli 
I dn inaude, et que la Nature semble avoii pris plaiiir ik cambler de 
I bienfaita."— Cailcliiau {Erpi^ilioti, iii. chap. 3H). 

In 1699, when Joao Lopes de Limn, n Paullsta explorer, da^ 
covered gold in the " Itio ^'ermelho," which we hnve just forde^ 
the miners built the "Anainl do Ciirmo." This became, ii 
April 8, 1711, the "Villa de Albuquerque," under the Govenui 
of that name, and in the same year it was chituged to " Led 
Villa de N" S* do Cimno." Public documents* granted ] 
dence in all processions and public " Acts" to its Camara, as tin 
senior ^Edility in the I'rovince. A royal letter from D. Joao V, 
(Apiil 23, 1745} raised it to the rank of " Cidade Morimma," 
" Marian opolis," so christened after the Austi-ian princess tltal 
sat upon the tlu'one of Portugal. In 1760 the Quint aloue i 
ceoded 100 arrobas of gold per anuniii. This in 1799 fell to ■ 
little more than one-third.t But, as Dr. Couto remai'ksi the 
mitre then proved the best mine. 

The finest view of the ecclesiastical city ia from tlie southcn 
of tlie basin, where the Church of Sao Pedro is being — or 
IBither is not being — built. The plan shows some nttempt i 

t, imlike the others which have grown out of being bams with- 
out acquiring the dignity of temples. It has two unequal bays, 
and attached to tJje Bouthem, or greater, is a rectangular sanC' 
tuary. The clocherium, also composed of sandstone grit, reetiBg 
upon solid foundations, awaits completion. Tlie two hells ai-e sloug 
to the normal guUuws outside, and there are graves which botlier 
with their suggestive " II fautmourir" those who are here forea- 
joiinent. The fui;itilc bears the keys and episcopal hat tuid mitn. 

• Daifld Julj n, 1723, asd Feb. 21, + More exactly 38 unxjbas, 12 a 
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be pilasters end barbarously iii ecrolla OTer the main entrance, 
I the side windows are not on the same plane. The body is 

rtially covered with a zinc roof, which occasionally falls in, 
] the piincipal inhabitants are taperds — swifts or devilings. 
' Marinuna Hea below, couched on the pleasant western slopes, 
and extending to the sole of the valley, wbicli is drained north- 
wards by the serpentine Kio Vennelbo. About the white mass 
of tenements lie diggings in red ground, and black Jacutiitga 
hiaps are the vestiges of its old youth. Tliis basin, situated in 
n sub-range of the Serra do Itacolumi, which closes it on the 
.■-'>uth, is 2400 feet above sea-level. It sufl'ers Irom the neblina, 
iir morning fog, often deepening to a diizzle, but not so bad as 
that of Ouro Preto ; and it is succeeded by sun which glows 
ill the cloudless sky till evening. It is reported that during the 
i-itijis its bleak cold causes severe catarrhs. This, however, must 
be taken cunt grano, as the equatorial clove-tree flouriahes in the 
open air. Eight fountains supply the city with water sUghtly 
ferruginous, and where there is scarcity it arises fi^jm extensive 
disforesting. 

We were reminded that ^klarianna is a bishopric " by a prodigious 
tumult and clatter of .\ngelas bells and chimes, a tutti of the 
stteples, on Saturday evening. On the Sunday there was a 
" Missa de Madrugada," or dawn-maaa for tlie tattered many who 
ilid not like to show their rags at a later hour ; and shortly 
iit'terwards the Sisters of S. Vincent de Paul, a branch house of 
the Rue du Bac, set up the usual cliaunt. At 8 a.m. there was 
mass, which began at 7'30 a.m., and thus the stranger was 
apt to miss it. At 9 a.m. there was high mass at the acting 
cathedral, and at 10 and 11 a.m. there was high mass in the other 
churches. 

After breakfast we visited the city, which rct^ns the character 
given to it by Gardner ; it appeara almost deserted. The pave- 
ment was reallj' bad — good only for the chiropodist. There 
were a few neat two-storeyed houses, but the greater part was 
ground-floor, made of waiitling and whitewnshcd a»lobe8, with 
balf-wiuduws, and not a few rotulas or lattices. Some of the 
fountains were old and quaint, fronted by carved and pointed 
dolphins that contrast ciiri<msly vitb the neat modem castings 
and statues of the "Atbo^ Cilicn" in the BrsziL 
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We called upon the Bishop Munsignor Antonio Ferreira Vi(»«l 

the Palace, a lai'ife old bungalow, with Iiat aud arm! 
door. Tlie venfrable ecclesiastic, now aged eiylitv, was stiU a 
feature and pronunciation a Portuguese : his eye was bright at 
intelligent, and ills face oUm and intellectual; he was dress«dil 
the pink-red robe, according to the order which prescribes bhA 
to the priest, scarlet (typical of shedding his own blood*) taAc 
cardinal, and white to tlie Pojje. He received us most lauBf, 
endured the ring-kissing with much patience, and led the vtj U 
a library, mostly theological, and adorned witli fancy medalMcn 
and poiiraits of clttssiciil philosophers. Wgr. Ciaiuue woiiU 
Jiave joved to behold the caricatuie of poor epicures w 
mitted the one unpardonable sin of declaring that the god&fe 
not tiouble themselves with mortal matters, and, therefore, tiitf 
it is vain to hire for them priestly servants, 

The " lieverendissimo " is highly spoken of, and has done int 
for ecclesiastical education in this and other Provinces. He 1 
tured on philosophy at Kvora, and on theology, mathemiitiai 
and languages at Aiigra dos Reis — where he had been a pariA 
priest — at Eio de Janeiro, and at the Caia(;a, He then 
Buccessively Principal at the Seminaries of Angra, tlie Cant> 
and Carapo BeUo.l He was promoted in January 22, 1644. 
Gregory XVI., and was consecrated in the following May by I 
]3isbop of Hio, Ohrt'sopolis, and Para. He took possession, 
proxy, on Apiil 28, 1844, and made his public entrance in earij 
June. He has anointed, in the Cathedral of Marianna, two of 
Cara^a pupils to the bishoprics of Para and Cear&, and he I 
lately risited Diamantuia to i)erforra tlie same office for 
diocesan. More than once he has employed six to seven moot! 
even during i-ainy weather, in inspecting his see, preachinj^ 
confessiug, and aihninistering chiism. We may safely joia in 
the general prayer, " Deos conseiTe seus dias ! " 

A short account of the Bishop's predecessors may not be 
uninteresting. I At the request of D. Joao V., Benedict XIV. 
dismembered the diocese of Marianna from that of Rio de Janeiro 



* Tha Cu-dioolidaD piir]''<! hiif of latu + A Email place situalnd lietwten 

beoD (olicited for tlie Aruhliiibnp of BaMn, S. PudIo and (iojru. 

UiD Pdmate at the BniziL He will, if tba ; The AlmanKk far ISOS h « 

Koaoni' bo granled, im the flnt Aiaericao for nn; iiiAcciiraciei concondu tlie 

thM mr mtio the Holj CoUegii. Birsas de Uuiuias. " 
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^^B the bull, " Candor lucts leteiiiiB, Deo. 6, 1741.* The first 
^ diocesftn was D. Krei MuDoel da Cruz, D.C.L. of Coimbra, 
fourth bisbup of Maranhmn, and friend and coadjutor of 
the famous — or infamous — P'^ Gabriel Midngreda, the " devil's 
martyr" — " in Portug. pro fide occisua." ViTien nominated, 
Sept. 15, 1745, 1^. F. Manoel travelled to Minas overland, in 
those days a dangerous journey, and rains and sickneea occupied 
him, Bt>nie say eleven months, others fourteen nionths and a few 
days. He finished the Matriz, now the Cathedral ; he founded 
the Seminar}', and he laid the first stone of S. Francisco in 1762. 
Directed to oppose, with " prudence, paternal love, and charity," 
the disorders of his herd, he was much complained of, but the 
King continued to repose in liim the fullest confidence. He 
died Jan. 3, 1764, aged seventy-four, and he lies in the middle 
catacomb nithiii the cathedral choir. 

The second was D. Joaquim Boi^ges de Figueiroa," a secular 
priest, who became Archbishop of Bahia before he reached Mari- 
auna. He was followed by D. Frei Bartholomew Manoel Mendes 
dos Reis, formerly resident bishop of Mac&o; he also did not 
tftke pei-sonal possession, but he assisted in consecrating his 
successor. Then came three governors, one of whom, Ignacio 
Correa de Sa, the Doctoral Canon of tlie Cathedral, indited some 
singular threatening pastorals. " It is in your hands," he de- 
clared, " to show that your sins are not the cause of my departure, 
by bearing the word of God. If ye do so, then if the Lord be not 
pleased that we depart • • • He will send another to serve 
him with zeal and charity." 

The fourth was D. Frei Domiogos da Incama^ao Pontevel, a 
Friar-preacher, professor of philosophy and theologj-, and direc- 
tor of the Third Order of St. Dominic. He was confirmed by 
Pius VI., and he took charge Feb. 25, 1789. During bis day 
happened the celebrated " Inconfidencia," in which the noblest 
son of Marianna, Claudio Manuel da Costa, of Paitlista family 
(bom 1729, died 1789), sacrificed his life for his native land. His 
portrait in the Kpiscopal Palace, Marianna, bears this distich — 
Quid jiTSKiil nonta ? NO ttt Dud polvui in axak, 
Cordibua est ntwtiia livM et ipw inuiea. 

' Piunn nji I7M. He •ko rnn&Hu lim <4 oitun eolooUl spiwoid, who I 

(h>t ihe Hcwnd uid tbc third buhir|. CKApcd bUow thai tlii^ dcauia i 

enjoTtd M liabna Ihe nnolBOMSta of thu of it than ihc " bnccaiwcr biik>||i * 

~' > tha_nu<an> pme- ««»ct«1j "XaneeA" <A^l9llL van- 
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He wfta succeeded by !>. Fi-ei Cjiiriano de S. 3oa6, a i 

I minor (Franoisean), of Anubida, luid a literary man. IhiiiBf I 

} rule tlie Royal family landed in tlie Brazil. This Bishop diflii 

' Mariruma, Auguat 14, 1817, and on April 9, 1820, I). Ftd Jfl 

da SS. Tiindade, of the Keformed Minors of S. FnincisMt 

Bahia, was consecrated. TJie independence of the country laiil 

been declared, he assisted in the coronation cereiuonies rf t 

first Emperor, who, witli the Empress D. Amelia, etibstcqiUBll 

became liis guests. He died in liis diocese, September 9( 

and he lies in the Cathedral, near the first bishop. The seroni 

D. Carlos Pereira Freire de Moiira, did not live to take possessk 

The eighth we have just met. 

An ecclesiastic accompanied U3 from the Palace tHer I 
episcopal blessing had been given, to the adjoining ! 
where we were duly introduced to the Princijial, Rey. M 
Baptista Camaglioto, of Turin. The staff consists of « ^ 
Principal and seven professors, with as many priests. Abf 
forty of tlie 180 pupils are now resident. The long vaci 
begins in July, and cuds with October 1, The course of j 
ratorj' studies lasts five j'ears, after which those destined for tl 
chuich ai'e sent to the Cara5a, and the others to the vniioi 
Academies of the Empire, where doctors — in law, mnlhcinatics, i 
medicine — are manufactured by the gross. ^Mien first founded 
the Seminary was iilaced under the Jesuit, P'= Josti Nogaeil 
It was reorganised by the jiresent Bishop, the rectors being M 
diocesans of Ceard and Diamantiua ; and for a few months ti 
director of the collegiate part was D. Pascual Pacciui, Profcaso 
of Natui-al Historj' in the Muaeimi of Paleimo, sent on a scien 
tific mission to the Brazil. Dr. Jose Marccllino Roche Cabrd, 
ex-editor of the once famous " Disi)ertador" — the Awakener — aai 
a well-known wiiter, who had exchanged political for private life, 
was also a vicc-diiector. The Most Reverend then divided the 
juipils into a major and a minor class, and entrusted both to the 
Fathers of the Mission. Charitable persons have bequeathed 
negi'oes and estates to the house, and its finances are managedi 
by administrators under the Superior. 

We walked through the establishment, which was rcmartcable 

for cleanliness and order ; even the kitchen was neat. Au rest*, 

I there were the usual long double rows of small black iron bed- 

L^teads aud led blankeU, Mm untel^u^ \>o&)!a vaxufjii. « 
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la, the luDg tables down long refectories, and the long si-rip- 
h, with endless desks, smd the huge, antiquated maps ivhicli 
\ seen in all such places. Upon the old doorway we ivere 
I the date, MDCCLX. — 1760 is a hoar antiqnity in this 
Jyoimgest of empii-es. 
iastly, we went to visit the Sisters of S. Vincent de Fitul. 
(1749, the good Bishop, who is Superior of the Order in tlie 
, collected alms, and established them in the city. They 
f numher fifteen. The house receives from the Government 
[ contos of reis per annum, and the law compels it to lodge, 
Ijoard, and instruct forty oJThana, duly nominated by the autho- 
rities. The reverend mother, elderly and compact, active and 
bustling, received us cordially, and, with the rather stoilling 
words, " Allons premierement visiter le raaitre de la maison," 
led us to the convent chapel. We then inspected their school of 
sixty-six boarders — gii-la of every age up to twenty, and even 
ui)wai-ds. The pupils pay ISOgOOO per annum, not including 
wiishing and simdl extras. No signs of luxury, and few of com- 
fort, appeared ; on tlie other hand, tlie arrangements were excel- 
lent, and nothing could be cleaner. Next we saw the second 
class, and the orphaury, numbering sixty-four. These in process 
of time will be married to suitable persons, who are expected to 
apply officially for wives. Lastly, passing through a good garden, 
we visited the hospital patients,* forty-two iu number, including 
four men and six women — an unusual propoition^-inaane. They 
were employed in making flowers and pillow -lace, of course for 
saJe ; and all flocked up to kiss tlie Mother Superior's hand 
with great show of respect and affection. ,\fter buying a few 
mementoes, we went our wajs. 

Many Brazilians send theii' daughters to these places of in- 
struction because they can get no better ; but they do not like the 
old monastic system, roughly adapted to modem days. They 
fear to see theu- daughters buried alive "for the greater glory of 
Qod, and of the Ladies of the Holy Heart." They ojteidy ex- 
claim against the system of espionage practised iu these places, 
aud they have other objections which cannot witli decency bo 
specified. As n rule, even in Europe, and in England especially, 

* TbB usuil nuuitot in hoapltBl U thirtj 1116110017 received (ortj BuJt, at iiVom 
to futty I'd iiiiuiiui. Mimj, howuvsr, scvonUen imvto"^*il, ttiirtitco. ^lA-, «^ 
eater vbea ['Ut lio/v. In lSCj-0 the tlu; icat vcic uuic'i. 



the teaching of i-eligiuus houses is fifty years behind the wot 
After a coui'se of six to eight years' fitudy, the ^1 " comes on 
ill a peculiai- state of ignorance, and supplied with certain remaij 
able superstitions and ascetic ideas,* such as dislike to societ 
aspirations to the life of a religious, which in a young count 
like the Brazil cannot he too strongly deprecated, and an cn{i(M 
ment for penance and mortification which everywhere should \ 
obsolete. Of this house it is said that an oqthan ^-1, one of tl 
pupils, when called upon to sign her name could not write. Tl 
assertion found its way into an official paper, and opened ti 
eyes of the pubhc. For my pai-t, I believe the place of the 
excellent women to be in the hospital, or by the sick bedsid 
where their heroism and devotion deserve the highest re8p« 
Instruction is not their forte, and yet they vehemently desire 
because thus they can best mould the minds of the 
generation. 



* I could noDis a boose of education, a 
" CDDreat-scliool," not far from London, 
whsre jn the mnetwnth centurjr cbildrcn 
\axn that on ChrisUmis Ere all animsls 
kneel down and pra; ; that thunder \» the 
voice of the Deitj — the merest fctiBhinm ; 
and that opiates muit not be giien \b a. 
djing person, whose "agony" ia the last 
temptation to Yo]uptuDuene»i, or the final 
ohance of penitence — three spEciniena ont 
of three hnndreil \ M7 eiperience is tliat 



in matlfrs of pure faith or belief — 
to utf, taking EtAtcmenlH on tei 
nations are »b nearly ajuol aa their 
yelopment of imagination, of tie n .. _ 
lous, pennita them to be. Amongst Ifet] 
most civilised peoples in Enrope it U ngU I 
tony to point ont leneU vhii^ sobiiiitMi I 
to the Gje of rcaaon, appear identical *til | 
lljose held by the savages of the ISosui 



CHAPTER XXXIV. 

ft PASSAQEM (THE PASSAGE OF ULARIANNA) AND OUEO PRETO. 



. Mbdard had been rainy, and so was St. Swithin. One 
I not expect the weather-sainta, be they SS. Bibbiana, 
inert, Pancrase, or Servaia, to aerve alike for both hemi- 
spheres. On the Saxon's fete we were visited by Mr. F. S. 
SjTnonfi, who, despite his domestic troubles, hospitably insisted 
upon our taking possession of his tlien empty house at Passagem. 
We left Marianna that same morning, ascended the hill on which 
St. Peter stands, and fell into tlie eastern slope upon a good 
road, lately repaired by the Provincial Government. The 
country has that monotonous beauty, primitive and savage, as 
Atjtla or Iraceraa, of which our eyea are now wearjTng. 
Our admiration of the inanimate is being fast exhausted; the 
wildly beautiful, the magnificence of virgin forest, the uniform 
grace of second growth, begins to pall upon us ; we oi'e tired of 
grand mountain, picturesque hill, and even of softly midiilated 
prairie. The truth is, we want hmnanity ; we want a Uttle 
ugliness, to speak plain English, by way of relief. Anthropos 
and his works are to tlie land he holds, what lii'e is to the body ; 
without them Natm'e lies a corpse or in a swoon. It is not 
only the "inconstancy of man" that made Castehiau, in all 
this splendid scenery, look forwai'd to the icy tempests of the 
Andes imd to the shuddering caused by gulfs and arid deserts, 
and by precipices fit only for the condor. I cannot but hold 
that green is the most monotonous of colours, and that in a 
warm, damp climate its effect is a peculiar depression. lu tlie 
desert of rock and clay there is a vitidity and a vivacity of brain 
wliich we never exi)erience in India or m Zanzibar. 

Presently we passed a neat buildijig, the Mine HoKijjvtj^ 
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After a couple of short nulcs, we tamed to tlie left and eab 
tlie grounds of tlie Casn Grande. This biingalow formei 
belonged to a proprietor and shareholder in the Paasagem (lig- 
gings. From afiir it looks well, Irat a neai'er inspection shon 
tliat it is roughly put together. A fine head of water poan 
from the bluff in front, and beyond it is shown a. gap. a kind 
of breclie de Roland, where, in 1699, the two Paulista exploring 
parties, headed by Manoel Garcia, who discovered gold in 
branch of the Eibeirao do Campo, and Joao Lopez de 
the founder of Mai'ianna, unexpectedly met, 

We spent three days at the head-quarters of tlie " An^ 
Brazilian Gold Mining Company (Limited)," Mr. SymonsroJ 
over from the Morro de Santa Anna as often as possible, 
we had every reason to be grateful for the proverbial liospit 
of the Comu-Briton. Our first visit was to the " D. Pedn 
Norte Del Bey," by the road now familiar to us, and up i 
Valley of the Corrego da Canella, towards which tlie Morro 
Santa Anna and tlie Morro de Maquine both slope. The fon 
is DO longer worked ; the free gold in quartz and the auriferol 
pj-rites did not pay. The ground, however, is a borrow a 
shafts and levels, rendering it daugerous to stray from the path. 
The face of the mountain is covered with a layer of " c£ii^' 
Bome four feet thick ; but tlie containing rock of the quail 
is iron mica slate. We therefore proceeded to Uie lal 
where the launders were flowing and the wheels were 
ing merrily in the foi'est that gloomed high above us. Tfc 
Buraco de Maquine is the centre of three well-known 
diggings ; to its west is the Buraco do Tnmbor ; eastward, 
Matador,* and on the west tlie Mato das Cobras, Around it j 
a mass of mines — Bawden's, Cornehus' {new ground), Benicio' 
Honorio's, Bronco's, and the Minas de Sooiedade, a veiy a 
digging. 

The Maquine hollow, which lies in a spur of the main biH i(J 
tLe nortli of the Morro de Santa Anna, is drained by a 
which falln into the C6rrego da Canella. The guUy shows 
the same range six distinct deposits of Jacutinga, iron, 



* Tlie Klstodai propert} Los been vorked tbe section called the TamLar ; 

lij tiio jutciante ; now it boiangn to the vm fouud, lint it proved t ' 

tioojiiiuif, and in due time vill riiceive faroiu. 
slteatiaiL A cron-cut «iu diiTgn into 




clay slato, decomposed quartz nnd gold ; the lode runs east to west, 
the dip is to the east,* and the underUy is northerly. Between 
the heds are layers o£ capa, or hard iron slate, dipping 5° to G°. 
Number four gully is the highest part where exploration had 
begun; number throe, just below it, had been found "alive" 
with traces of gold, and number two (or the third from the top) 
varying in size from six inches to ton feet, is that wliicli, 
Eiftor patient and persevering labour, baa yielded sucb rieb 
returns. 

We rode up the hill aceompanied by Mr. MeRogers, the head 
mining captain, and saw the low ground to which tlie three deep 
adits will run. Mr. Thomas Treloar has taken due wiuTiiug 
from bia old place of emplojinent, Gongo Soco. We were 
joined at tlie mouth of the mine by Mr. Hosken, another 
I jiptain ; it is here the rule that one man must not enter. 
';'n.utingat gold is free, and, unlike the pyritic, requires every 
' .'vcaution against exposure ; iu this matter it is as dangerous 
■ > Uie diamond, and, despite all carefulness, the negro will 
I ■• I'tainly find means of picking and stealing. 

We entered No. 3 (from the top), or Hilcke'a tram-level, the 
principal of the six which have been acquired by purchase or 
concession. The general direction was with the dip north 
SI*" east, and foui- shoots or lines of gold liave been found in 
it. The interior was literally walled with wood, cap pieces, and 
legs, witli lathing of whole or split candeia trunks, and sometimes 
coarse planking to prevent the sides coming to. The sets of 
timbering were nowhere more than six feet apart. In the main 
levels, or ai-teries, first-class wood is used ; ortlinary timber 
suffices for the slopes, and when the lode has been taken out 
the walls are allowed to come together. Under guidance of tlie 
captain we visited the cross-cuts driven nortlierly to communicate 
with the lode, side passages, and minor levels, which should be 
level, but which are distinctly the reverse. "Wlien lode is 
encountered, these are extended in its course, and are used for 
tramming out broken ore. Several levels have been driven and 
abandoned, as the workings jienetratcd below them. The prin- 

• The cisterlj dip of llie lino of gold + Tho Jaciitingi a soft, nnd conaist« 

Averages from 2(1* to 2it°. One o! ILe miunly of nticaceooa iron, frialilo quarti, 

lines line b«en -vorkoil m IGO (atboiiii mud, uul claj, in it contiuniDg n>ck of 

from outcrop. ilntjr iron ore. 
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liinJ Hie at I'rcatut " Hilcke'a " iind " Alice's," uitereecting tlie 
lodo, tlie former «t 47, the liitter at 128 fathoms. Aa a rule, 
the walking wita easy and even pleasftnt ; the mine was excep- 
tionally dry, and no hanging wall took away &om the sense of 
security. I noticed but a single blower — a craok in the side 
which emitted gas ; we tried to ignite it, but could not, aud In 
one place ouly the lights burned dim and blue. This spe&b 
well for the ventilation of Uie drivings- " Rises," or conmni- 
nicatious from one level to anoUier, are made for sbouting don 
the ore broken in stope, and for convenience of breathiuft 
Air shafts are especially iiecessaiy in Jacutinga, tlie worst of 
minerals for heat, which becomes intolerable. In some part 
tlie impm-e damp has extinguished the lamps and driven awif 
the miners ; but this is rare. 

After leaving the souten-nm we saw some of the rich stitf 
washed by women, labelled, locked up in safes, and sent dom 
to the lower stamps. Lately (1867) a nugget has been towA 
containing fil2 oitavas of piire gold, and measuring eighteen bf 
eight inches. The common vein j-ields ten oitavas per ton, and 
about 1800 tons are worked per month. Rich ore gives 800 
oitavas (eight pounds, four ounces, 'I'roy) per ton ; twelve boxes, 
or half a ton, have produced 1900 oitavas, and 700 pounds faav^ 
given eleven Brazilian pounds weight of gold. This is in^iu> 
licent. But lines of gold in the tickle Jacutinga, reach fissoreit 
and frequently disappear. We carried off, by way of memt 
small but very beautiful specimens of nuggets — twt to the di 
ment of tlie shareholders. 

liemouuting our mules, we passed a new building, tlie futnv 
" changing barracks," where garments wliich may contain ffHn 
will be deposited. After visiting the twelve head of upper Btao^ 
where the rough Jacutinga is cnished and straked, we descended 
to tlie lower stamp-house, where the rich ore is worked. Wbea. 
pulverised, it is placed in a t^icho, or long copper vessel, aoi 
washed once more. Finally, it is taken up to the Casa Gnutd^ 
and packed up for travel. 

An extniordinary meeting of the proprietors of this ComiMaji 
held .July 23, 1862, sanctioned tlie puichase of the Morro it 
Santa Anna, and sent out Mr. Thomas Treloar. The latter wu 
(hrected to ])lace himself in eommunicatlou with tlie agenti^ 
Measrs. Moore & Co., of Rio de Janeiro, and the works begU 



... 
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^^1663.* Santa Anna proved a failure, the quartz b(^iug poor 
^Hd uncertain. The Superiatendent had reported, " on the 
^^pquine side we have more territorial thau mining extent," but 
^^B reverse was the case. An experienced miner had undertaken 
^^waiiie from the despised hollow 2000 oitavae per day, and waa 
^^nred a handsome sum in cose of success, with the annexed 
^^■dition, " no gold, no remuneration." There were many 
^^■orta about the riches here buried. Tradition declares that 
^^BOrtuguese took out hirge quantities and went home, intending 
^Hirork the diggings on his return, which death prevented. It 
^^■aid that the " old men " found near the foot of the wooded 
^H^ sixty-four oitavas of gold after a burst of water, which 
^Hbned off into the Corrego. Thus guided, and directed, more- 
^^Rr, by his long exjierience, Mr. Treloar panned up the stream 
^Hl Btmck the lode. Maquine was an afterthought; but the 
^^■rgy and perseveradce which conquered it deserve cver>' credit, 
^^■now employs 350 hands, whitfi and black, and it ia one of the 
^^w two successes which can be claimed by English mining in 
^^m Brazil. 

^^BLccording to Mr. Treloar's reports the Mori'o de Santa Anna 
^^■1 so valuable that in 1762 the Government honom-ed it with 
^E especial law. By paying to the Treasury five i>er cent, of gold 
TNtmcted, any subject of Portugal could open a cross-cut to the 
lull', and claim the surface ground for twenty-five palms, instead 
■ •i' receiving it by the " data," which was about ninety fathoms. 
'I'lius the mountain became the property of hundi-eds of people. 
Siinta Anna beciune as populous as Marianna ; extensive digj^inga 
ivi-re ignorantly driven ; ventilation was neglected ; hand labour 
iii a pilao, or mortar, was the only treatment known. The yield 
fV 11 off, and presently the major part became the property of a 
few, from whom the Company bought it. The Buraco de 
Maquine also bad a number of owners till it fell into the hands 
of a certain Padre Fires. 

We also visited the Fassagem mining property, which lies on 
the right of the high road to Ouro Preto. The site is a narrow 
river valley, surrounded by low rolling hills and tall heights ; 
it ia drained by the Marianna River, a mountain-torrent here, 

" It bogiui with 230 workm™, rii. 
12 Eumiwaiu, 65 free Braziliiuu. 123 
BCgiVM, uiil 30 aegnsaa. In 1S>17 tlie 
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flowing north-east, under high precipitous banks. Tlas 
ferous rock fonuntion has been worked for ncarlr a (*8ti^' 
Caldcleugh described it in 1826. He funnd botri'oidil 
ganese, with oetaliertral crystals of magneti*; iron, in « fcr» 
miciiceous rock ; " the metailiferous veins, which varied from 
inches to three feet in thickness, were of schoi-ly c]i]Mrtz, ara 
ate of cobalt, and pyrites, iron and arsenical, the latter ol 
by the miner " lead." The lower strata were dark miia-di 
which higher up changes colour and blends n4tb the sb 
quartz rock. Under Baron von Kschwege tlie Companrbx 
capital of 20,000 crusados, and employed thi-ee overseers i 
thirty-eight negroes ; of course it hardly paid its eipensft 
The rich stuff was carried in bowls to a mill of iiin« bead if 
Btamps, and the courser powder was subsequently lerigitd 
between two horizontal iron plates worked by water — a m 
Bcientihc process, by-the-bye, than the prcst'iit. Passages 1 
feet long had been chiselled and blasted into the niica-state; '■ 
cog-pumps, however, could not unwater tliem. C»i<t. Pen 
the theu Superintendent, proposed to di-ain the mine by « d 
adit, through which tlie stone could be hauled out ; this was 
for the present Company to accomplish. In 1840 Gardner I 
ns that the Airninl de Passagem had been built bv gd 
washings which the people had abandoned for growing prorif 
to supply tlie capital. Since that time the property has bel( 
to a score of men. A company, nbose brain was the CM) 
mendador Paula Santos, worked the " Fmidao " ground, 
Bank, but to little purpose, tlie Vieira and the Rasgao adits. 

The " Anglo-Bnuiliau Gold-Mining Company (Liuiit«>0' 
began in January, 1865, with a capital of ^£100,000. half paid vf, 
and the shares are now at three-eighths premium, a favonraUi 
sign. I have seen Uie Third Report of March 81, 1866, 
find it verj- satisfactory, promising n brilliant future. The WOtb 
are only beginning; everything is on a small scale, and tin 
apeculation does not pay u dividend. Bnt it is a " likely 
which may still do great things, and I have no hesitation in 
considering it even now a half success. 

We put oui-selves under the charge of Mr. Martin, htti 



* About Huiuiiui tlio true Itnrolumite 
«D pMiieii iDtn miFK «cbiit, and tbo 
' n gmiat. There 



k qiiuititj' of the curioiu flc 
'onslj csUud Itnoalnaila. 
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Buning captain, who first showed tis the plan. There is a large 
Hntent of mineral ground. All the diggings ai'e on the right 
Jpank of the streamlet, which rises eigliteen feet dining the 
^nins. The southernmost is the Fnndao, whose sui'face is a 
Bnremp which swells to a lakelet in tlie lowest part of the 
^bverine valley ; it was once reported to be the richest, and is 
^M^roached by " Foster's Shaft." Follow the Mineralogico and 
^be Faredao grounds, each containing its mine, and to the north- 
Hnst, or down stream, no limit has been assigned to the lode. 
^ffbe main lode can he traced, and has been wrought for miles 
Hb length. 

Bl Habited in correct ''underground" costume, and each with 

H|Uitem and stick, we entered the main or " Dawson's Shaft," or 

■Hither inclined plane, leading to the Mina Grande, which haa 

^Bbree others for the extraction of stone^" Hajmen's," Han- 

Bcm's, and Foster's. Northward are in succession the Mina do 

H^nraco Seco, the Mina do Barril, witli the Bavril adit, and tlie 

Hfina do Congo. A transverse section through the deep adit 

^bows a surface of humus and Jacutinga based on clay and U'on- 

Hpone. The lode underhea the reddish and ferrnginous mica- 

H|kte; the footwall is talcose slate, sandstone, and "killas,"of 

■blue and ruddy rock, whose quartz, here soft, tliere hai'd," is 

nt times interjected between the lodes. The dip of the vein is 

MHith-east 17° 30', and often shallower (X5°), and the lodes ran 

iibout north-east and south-west. The head-wall of the main 

lode (iron mica-slate) had been reached by old workings, some 

of which are still drowned out ; a large accumulation of mud, 

crushed ground, and foreign matter, had to be cleared away. 

Thus the system of opening out the mines has been hitherto 

confined to sinking shafts on the footwall througli the crashed 

workings of the former proprietors in older to encounter 

the lode. A lai^e amonnt of the usual dead, unproductive 

matter has been got out. The lode and lodey stufT are said to 

be thirty-five feet tliick, — namely, sixteen feet of main vein ; ft 

footwall of killas four feet "between tlie 'air and tlie 'oaf;" 

and lastly, fifteen feet of canfia, short or rich body. The 

" pay dirt " gives per ton three to four oitavaa of 23-carat gold, 

wortli ^3 12b. per ounce. 

We found the eighty-thiee fathoms of tunnel steep and dark, bo*. 
■ • Locally ailM Congeliwim Hmt u to wy. naarti, i^\-ax, laft oftvet \>oii,x»3t. 
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dry and comfortable ; it was well timbered with beams and 
trunks wherever the ceiling required proi>j>ing. At length we 
reaebed n vaiUted cavern, tliirty-five fathoma of prrpendicoltf 
deptli. It was Ut up with torclics, and tlie niinei-s — all slavMj 
directed by wliite overseers — abeamed with perspiration, aii^ 
merrily sang tlieir wild song and chorus, keeping time with the 
strokes of hanuner and drill. The heavy gloom, the fitful glare 
of the lights, tbe want of air, the peciUiar sulphurous oduor, 
and tlie savage cbaunt, with the wall hanging like the fiton« rf 
Sisyphus or the sword of Damocles, suggested a sort of mateiial 
Swedenborgian hell, and accordingly the negret Cliico faltered, 
out when asked bis opinion, " Paiece inferno ! " 

We then went down to the " deep adit," fourteen feet below 
the canoa, or rich lode, and driven to the right bank of the 
rividet. Tbe stone is trammed to the mouth, and haided out; 
thence an inclijied plane of wood, which runs up tbe ueariy 
peii>endicular ascent, and a whim conveys it to tbe stamp-houses. 
Tbe matrix is evidently auriferous arsenical pyrites, inucll 
resembling that of Moito Velho ; gold is rarely seen in the 
quartz, and sometimes " black Cfico " is foimd. The good 
picked stone is in the propoi-tion of sixty per cent. Nineteoi 
Europeans, including tbe Superintendent,* compose the white 
force; the others may be 380 — 400, men and women. The recruit- 
ing for the I'araguayan war, so near tbe capital, has greatly interfered 
witli the supply of timber as well as hands. About fifty 
work underground at once ; each has a task of four palms 
BIX palms, with extra pay for overtime, and the bore raises hidt 
a ton per diem, or a daily total of sixty to seventy tons. Th* 
stone raised varies from 1600 to 1800 tons pei- day, and tht 
produce is from 3000 tons upwards. 

When we were to grass we touched our pipes and examined lbs 
upper works. There were two balding whims with mule-nuKS, 
sei-ving tlie four inclined planes wliieb ran from tbe bottom of tbe 
mine to the spalling floors. Theie were forty-two head of stamps 
of wliich thii'ty are new ; they are cUrided into upper and lowiO', 
and the stuff is carried to tliem in platters on women's heads; 



after the third cmshing the sbme is allowed to run off. Thi 
arrastres and amalgamation have not yet been introduced. Tl 
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mped sand, when fine enough, is washed in the hatea. and the 
gold is stored id locked-up troi^hs. The coarser atiiff, hefore 
being replaced in the upper stamps, is levigated on 8loi)ing slabs 
in the " wash-lioiise." 

Very comfortable and pleasant was that Casa Grande, with its 
piano and plenty of books, not to speak of Baas and sherry. We 
had taken leave, and Uie mules stood saddled at the door, when 
Mr. SjTuons made up and asked me to read the burial service 
over his mother-in-law. At 3 p.m. we collected near Uie little 
ruined chapel that overlooks tlie narrow Valley of the Rio Vermelho. 
After not hearing for many years the " order " of the Church of 
England, I was struck by the coldness and dendness of the rite, 
the absence of consolation to the hviug, and the want of comfort 
to tlie dead, if " spiritists " speak the truth. And wliat is there 
appropriate in tlie "Lesson taken out of the fifteenth chapter of 
the foiTjier Epistle of St. Paul to the Corinthians," with its argu- 
mentative tone and its imiuteUigible allusion to being " baptized 
for the dead?"* How far better is the short "office" used in 
the older western section of Chi'istianity. The Comishmen seemed 
resolved to add a httle life to the ceremony. When the reading 
was concluded they sang in a nasal tone a lengthy hymn, which 
gave them, I presume, some spiritual refreshment. 

It was late in the afternoon when we set out for Ouro Preto, 
distant a short league. The whole length is more or less inhabited. 
So we read in 1801 that it was populous with httle settlements and 
miners' huts built on heights near water. The line was then a 
fine calijada with an avenue of trees, which were, however, 
beginning to fail. Now it has changed for the worse ; it runs 
upon a kind of ledge. To the right is a confusion of red clay 
hills, covered with scrubby vegetation ; on the left, deep and in- 
visible in its rocky bed, flows the Rio VermeUio or Marianna 



* Fmil, I Cnrinttiuuis, v. i9. AmongBt 
tlio Mardoniltn (A.D. IRQ), who weni 
portly ManichouiB, the rile wiui titomlly 
pcrformnl. When b niui died, one ot tho 
tie<.-t nt in hia coIGn, and woa uked by 
Another whether be were wilting to be 
hapUwyi, anil. coaientintF, be wv laptiseil. 
Tho Catnphi7giuu, whn foUewciI the wild 
Montanufl (A.i>. 170) atso liaptjwcl tboir 
licail; Kod Tninl; tfae oithodnx eontODdcil 
that the ttct was foolish and nuletn, aioMi 
ii it were Talid a penuin mii^ht he baptiwl 
far a Jew ur a (intcli, Hud effect hia coti- 



vomion without tho will ot the reciliient 
Of lanJero daja tJie pmctiee luw nndor- 
goto rerival. See tho " Hook of Doo- 
triniH and Covenants (of the Church at 
Jcsiis Christ of Idtter-Da; SunU ; Mleoted 
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River. The line is r gentle and regular ascent of red i 
black earth, now muddy, then dusty. Scales «f ferro-micMtai 
slate glitter like powdered silver, and here they say OMnr » 
of pale blue cyanite. The general direction is west, with a Kl 
Bouthiug.* 

We found PaBsagoni, where several of the English miners U 
a little village with a certain air of neatness. A comi>atrii>t, w 
from a labouring man had become a capitalist, here has a hi 
house. AVe bad lived within a utone's throw of him daring tlu 
days. When we met, he invited us to become hia guests, bat I 
had not energy euo1^{h to call. In three weeks. x>erhup3, he mi^ 
have succeeded. It is said that the first words learned by ll 
stranger in the Brazil are, "paciencia," "espere mn poneo, 
and " amanhaa " — Patience, wait a wee, to-morrow, 
that some foreigners leani the lesson better than their teadm 
Men who live too long in the Tropics often fall into a nerrtm 
solitary habit of Ufe ; in fact, the difficulty is not to do 
Sr. Domingo Martens, of ^Tiydah, left valuable silver plate Iji 
for years on tlie beach, because he would not or could not o 
a guard of Iiis army of slaves to bring up tlie boxes. I know 
traveller who spent three years in Inner Africa, always i 
and intending to leave it, but lacking energj' to give the i 
My excellent friend, Lieut.-Col. Hamerton, of Zanzibar, resoh 
every night to pack up next morning, till, not being able to n 
such exertion, he died. 

About lijilf-wny we sighted a tall white fane, the Igreja do Al 
da Cruz, which in the gloaming looked like a Frankenstein, fri^ll 
and gigantic, flat on its back, with its two legs en i'air. Anoth 
mile showed on the right the Chafariz do .\gna Ferrea, whose 
front and long inscription testified to the virtues of its chalybeal 
Near the entrance the road had been cut out of the solid rod 
on the right, or northern side, was a quarry of white freestoi 
large enough to sujiply tlie Pro™oe, and tunnelled with loui 
abandoned gidd workH, now used by the poor as pig-styes ; to ti 
left a pai-apet defended wayfarei-s from falling bto the great dai 
gully wliich, running west to east, drains tlie two parallel line 
the aoutheru Serra de Itacolumi and its opposite neighbour, I 



■Ion t;SuufitrJ, Charing Orm) UmIm 
pUeed Muth-Hnidi-aait oE 0«m ] 
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Hnrra de Ouro Preto. Both had been bored and excnvated, 
^Bddled and honey-combed for veins and nests of auriferous 
Kurtz. 

H The situation of Ouro Preto, whose " ill-omened and ill-applied 

H^e " is pathetically noticed by Mr. Walsh, struck me at once as 

Hslike any capital that I had yet seen." We are accustomed to 

Hud race symbols and national character thoroughly developed in 

Hbb political and administrative centre called a metropolis, and 

^Bre we shall see that the old Villa Rica is not the less suggestive 

^Ban Washington of the magnificent distances. It is nothing but 

^E^reat village, a kind of ' ' Aldeota," & single street built after the 

Btthion of Minas along the highway, and near the water required 

B9T gold washing. Thus it resembles a provincial town, and there 

are many iu Minas which equal it in population and exceed it in 

importance. Hence, also, life in these country settlements is a 

something 

• • • Duller thaa llie fat weeil 
Tliat rots itself in eaae on Lethe vliiirf. 

The want of level ground causes the white houses that cluster on 
the rocks, whose salient angles face the torrent, to creep up and 
down tlie minor ridges which run perpendicularly from the main 
range, and to stand on steps cut out of the hill-sides. Here they 
lie scattered over the heights, there they disappear in the shades 
below us. The prospect wants all the grace and grandeur of a 
city. Yet it is singular, it is full of " surprises," and it is, to a 
certain extent, romantic and picturesque, thoroughly Mineiro. 

We and oiu- "following" found shelter at the house of the 
Commendador Paula Santos, Hospitaller or Receiver -general of the 
English at Ouro Preto, as was Jose Peixoto de Souza in the last 
generation. He was then at Rio de Janeiro, but his brother, 
Dr. Jose Mar^al doa Santos, did the honours of the Golden City. 



CHAPTEB XXXV. 

VILLA RICA, NOW OUKO PRETO (West End). 
Difficil«s Uirai, ooUeaqne m[Jigiii. — Gmrgiea. 

The following topographicul description of the city whs pnW 
lished in the "Amiaes dt Medicinn" of 1848, by one uf th* 
illuBtrioua " sons " of Ouro Preto, Dr. Eugenio Celso Nogt 
It is only fair to let him describe his home : — 

" The capital of Mlntis is situated on the Serra de Ooro 1 
S. lat. 24° 24' G", and "W. long, (fiom the Sugarloaf of Ko d 
Janeiro) 0° 16' 51". Foiu- hiUs, offsets from the same chniu, foni 
the base, and the ii-i<igiilaiity of the site makes an exact deacrip- 
tion of tlte city a difficult task. Of the liills, some advaitc*) 
others retire, leaving between them deep gorges. Those n 
are too steep for building pm-posea are covered with a poor v 
tation, and are in-egular with orifices due to time or to man's Xt 
The houses are built in unequal groups, rarely occupying t 
same plane ; hence the iiTegularity, which extends even to t 
street levels. Mostly tbey have an upper story, except in t 
Buburbs, where the ground floor is the rule. In the city almort 
all can boast of glass windows and ceilings of bamboo-mat ; 
the outskirts Uiey are low and mean, some wanting even floors." 

"Of the four bills, the most important is that of the Prafat 
raised 1G20 toises* above sea level ; the Bairro of Ouro Pretoi 
the lowest, numbers 1579, and the suiumit of Itacolumi I960 
toises. The city enjoys few clear and serene days ; throughout 
the year, especially during tJie rains, the sky is covered, and th* 

* The toue, I prvtmne. it sii French Falara Cnurt 1U5 m<!tm=3747 fcoL lb 

jMt=7fl'7C5incbe9,or6'lID4flfe?tEiie1u<h. instnunuiU (No. I und Unt. B.P. XDr. 

Vbm 1020 laiMs woul.l 1« = l(l.38a feet, Tomp. es% an.) Nn. 2. not m g/unA, B.F. 

The AJmanick p-rve 6S4S (Labont palms 20B' 30', Tomp, 62°) nuigo buiwcvn aif 

E3768t«et. C»l<kle<i([b |>la«st)io^nivn> ami 9373 fcot ; of Ihew twn I ' 

tr. 29'3»8, mil Uionn. fiW W) SIMSO prater the Utter, uiil gint in round n' 

t ilxiTe iM Imel. QerUr nukai the the lieit^ht of Ouro Frota StDO leek 
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^Bouda seem to have nmde their home apon the mouatain 

^H This was written in 1843 ; since that time the climate has, they 
^■y, improved. But the altitude, the accidents of ground, and the 
^■loaliar position, make it subject to extremes of diumal variation 
^Bd to great uncei-tainty. Now it has the sun of Italy, then the 
^HgB of England. The cUmate is distinctly sub-tropical, and 
^Hnrthero races must be acclimatised before they can tlirive in it. 
^Bbt it is cold; the equatorial fruits are poor; the pise-apple 
^■hrdly ripens, whilst apples and quinces flourish. The tempera- 
ture is hottest at 2 p.m., and coldest after midnight; the mean 
^■nations are from 58° to 84° F. in the shade ; the latter is rare, 
Hnt the extremes would, I believe, tell a different tale. Evapora- 
tion is excessive, the result of feeble atmospheric pressure,* whilst 
the neighbourhood of the motmtains exposes it to strong aerial 
currents from the Atlantic ; hence it is one of the dampest places 
in the Highlands of the Brazil. It is difficult to prevent broad- 
cloth fiom being mildewed except in air-tight cases. As regards 
the healtiiiuess of the climate opinions gi'eatly <liffer. Of two 
Brazihan hiends long resident here, one spoke h^hly in its 
favour, declaring that it had no endemic complaint : the other 
aihrmed it to be dangerous, especially at the changes of season in 
.Vpril and M^ovember, and at all times fecund in goitres and con- 
sumption. 

The plan attached to M. Gerber's book will, despite its defects,! 
enable us to &nd our way about the city, beginning at our tempo- 
rary home. 

The Commendador's house is buried amongst the hills at the 
lowest level of tlie one long street, and in a good central position. 
T.i the east is the well-built and parapetted stone bridge, the 
'■ Ponte dos Contos," crossing the Corrego of the same name. 
The ri^'ulet winds from north to south till it joins the main drain, 
wliich we hear running below us as if over a dam. The Corrego 
hed is at this dry season a garden with tufty plots of strawberries 
and a noble Jaboticabeira rajTtle, under which the " ranaa 

• Dr. Fmuklin i]& Silva MaaHim, tlie FreW U genurallj Wd down at ll^'B 

-iiieor ■hiiJilnJied Hngineoriuij >1 Rome, (Cent..). 

I , iilolo the ntmwiiherii; iirewure nti llm t The PUnta Topograph iea do Onco Preto 

. iiiiiiiibod;loliii3-TdiUTDl>»(12,0S2l1iA.) is on too miaU a Kale; the BtnelB u« 

I. ■ thui u|wD tliB Boabo,ir<l «i Ihv Itroail. nnt iinrned, ooi ueXte \^A->aiiie» ■^Dtvefq 

TliB imniuJ mean lemi^raliue of l.turo laiil donii. 
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]^ii3tres " make night vocal. The tenement is DMt, i 
jnoulded windows and corniced roof, and the balct 
^^witii busts and a noble vine. 

Our first wtdk will be up the Rna de Sao Jos«, the thoroagh^ 
lending with many a loop an<l bay, to the west and norti-Mt 
The place is clasHical. Close to our quarters is the small ibn* 
windowed house where lodged tlie unfortunate Alferes of Cavilir,' 
Joaquim Jose da Silva Xavier, nick-named (por alcuuha) " Tin- 
denies," or " Draw-teeth." This is not, as I supposed, an equii* 
lent to our " Bell-the-Cat." The patriot was literally an ama-bM 
de denta and a maker of artificial teeth. Several of his relitini 
are still at Alagoa Douiada, and they presene his etui, ll* 
coarsest possible contrivance. He performed extraction " 
subtle lightness," and he tanght himself to make artifici^ twtL 
The sight carries us back to the days of a popular moTemeU, d 
which this great and heroic Province may reasonably he proiul, 
it led directly to the Independence of the Bi'azil. 

The democratic nature of tlie outbreak, which the Goveramert 
called tlie Coiijura5ao (Conspiracy of Minas), or Levante de Miiw 
(Rising of Minae), and which is now known popularly as the Incon- 
fidencia or Treason,* was evident, and as " eaci-ed " as that of «i 
Great RebeUion. The conspirators, when apprehended, made, it 
IB true, protestations of loyalty, but their designs sjioke for them- 
selves. They resolved to proclaim their independence and hbeitf. 
and they ivroposed to abolish the higldy obnoxious "Fifths* 
(Quintos), and other royal extortions ; to cancel all Crown debts, 
to thi-ow open the forbidden Diamantine lands, and to found < 
university at Villa Rica and a capital at SaO Jofio d'El-Ro- 
They had devised a flag and aims, a triangle supposed to represeot 
the Holy Trinity, whose mystery was the chief devotion of Tin- 
dentes ; the motto was to be " Libertas quie sera tamen," J mi 
■the symbol, an Indian breaking his fetters. 



Bftm 1757. OfficifU docnmenta aiil 
a ex-EntigD o( the paij csvulir tronp* 
tl the MiDHB CupUiiio)-. The nJgar aiiji- 
^OK thfll be wu " EriBigB." or Liviitetuint 
«1 Artillery. He wss oi|itnreU nn Mnj 10, 
1781), nnil placed hj ordsni a/ the Viueroy 
^ tJi« lUut dan Coliru. 

i- An opproliriuiw term, lulopted « tv 
10^. 8t. Hil, (1, i 2021 wlb it la pri- 
^lendns compiiutioB, and declnras "on r« 
ffcMinit aooiiiie prmTe." His aeconnt at 
It U pooKt thm Satrthas'*. 



1 Not 
■'GeDio" 

euily confuMd. The ViijiUan matt* I* 
fhTwl verj Udly. Soutbey gives il "Ulv 
tw pure Ben iMaai"—Saibor Kort^l 
"Libertas qusB aero tamcu." Sr. A. ft 
d« Pnacual (p. 60) vrite* "UbetUi fW 
sent laadtm." Thv latter imblialwd ia 
IS<jS (Bio do JfLDcira, Typ, do loqKnl 
InatitDtn Artiatira), > brocbora «idtiM 
"Urn Bppwtia da lliiiloria Patria. ii 
QiuMici demicunaKQitM do* * 
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Hi flvidently the intention of the " Inconfidents " in theii- 
^Bcmbrvonal attempt " was to establixh a republic in Minas and 
^Be adjoining captaincies. This was in 178B, half a generation 
^Bter the Boston Port Bill, the Starvation Plan, and the Tea- 
HneBts led to the King's war, and brewed a storm which upset and 
HBiattered the ohl colonial systeui of the world. The great 
^Bromwell had taught the Anglo-Americans, and these in tlieir 
Hum, aided by the Kncyclopedists and the " philosophern," had 
Hku>cnlated France with the aublimest ideas of liberty and inde- 
^Hndence. Hence the spirit of emancipation passed like an 
^Bectric flash to the Brazil, where the " analogy of situation " waa 
^■t once recognised. The Empire, I may here say, founded 
Hierself, and did not owe her existence, as the superficial remark 
Hi, to Napoleon the First. At that time the Governor and 
Bjap tain -General of Minaa Geraes was the Viscount of Barba- 
HfEna,* an<l it must be owned tliat though he was an avaricious, 
H(HTupt, and imprincipled man, his vigour and addiess contrasted 
HiiT'>ur&bly with the feeble obstinacy and the failures of Burgoyne 
^■td Comwallia. The circular touching the i-evenue which he 
H|dressed to the several Camaras quite settled the grievance upon 
Bhicb the conspirators prepared to work. But his superior, the 
^Paoeroy of tlie " State of the Brazil," who succeeded at Rio de 
B^neiro D. Luiz de Vasconeellos e Souza, was tlie " stupid and 
Hkeitum " D. Jose de Castro, Count of Resende, the " pest of 
^Portuguese nobility." 

The Cabe^as or leaders of the patriotic rebellion were thirty- 
two; such at least is the number sent for trial to Rio de Janeiro. 
There were not less than 1000 suspected, the flower of the land, 
clergy (of whom five were found guilty) as well as laity, all friends 



de Minw Obimb (17H2). Tbe foiu- Luit 
niybta began with TQB»J»r, April 1", 1792. 
The *Dthar profeases to quote fraui the 
MS. of a Frattciwu Pivlre of tbe ShdU An- 
tonio Camvnt, who wu. aeut with t«ii others 
^,n the night of the ISth and those fol- 
lii»1iig to oonsole the dercn condemned to 
>U-ali\. Tbe Jexlita bad introdiuMHi the 
< Ti.itom of tending a minister of religion 
In !« pniHiit whencrer ft citirital xenlence 
<rtvi iwl ntit, and <m thotr expulsion tho 
o&pe pueed to the Fnuiciaowu. Sr. Fas- 
curd infnmn tho piiblio bv au Adrertencia 
tlist he hud purpcied originatl; to wril« a 
ilniun; ho hu certunly in writing hiatal? 
pifserred tbe dnunUic f»nn. 



* D. Lull Antonio do Mendan<;ii Fiutado. 
The name it thua given in WS3. : Inakt 
OBuallf prefer Portuto de Meadon^ The 
people belieTed th»t he had been eent ont to 
recover aman of tbe gold quint, unouul' 
ing to 2'2,t00 lbs. of gold. In Jul; 11, 
17S8, he auocoeded Lnii da Cnnha do 
Menei«s. The Uttec. who ii ntirieed in 
tbe Carta* Chilenni, had some inkling of 
the repoblicnn tandenciee then rife ID Minaa 
Qenea ; hot hnring man; friendi there, ha 
oontcnled hiinselfi when returning to Por- 
tngal, with reporting the affiur in a gananl 
way ; faenoe dragoons and other trMqh 
were seal ont l/> Qui i)^i»aSw:Xe& u^snc^ . 
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if not reltitious,* "We may imagine the horror-stricken 
the peojiltf when the raovemeut failed. The notables were 
proto-martyr " Tira-d elites," the arm of the coDspiracj ; Cluidio 
Manoel da Costa, the braiii ; the poetj Thomaz Antonio Gonzagai 
of whom more presently; and the seven condemned to deaUu 
These were, 1. Francisco de PaiiU Freire de Andrade, of the 
BobadeUa family, Lieutenant-CoUmel of the Cavalry Cor]»9 
(Cavallaria Viva) of Oiu'o Preto, a man of high position and m«8t 
interesting character. 2. His brother-in-law, Jose Alves Macid, 
freemason, and fii-at confidant of Tira-dentes, and who had tw 
veiled in the United States and in Europe ; t his confessor 
describes him as a St. Paul persuading the others, and a St 
Aiignstine directing to God his true confessions. 8. I<rnacio-Iois& 
de Alvarenga Peixoto, ex-Ouvidor of Sahara and Colonel of 
I'irst Auxiliary Corps of the Gampanha do Rio Verde. 4. ' 
venerable Doniingos de Abreu Vieira,[ Lieutenant- Colonel of tlitf 
Auxiliaiies of Minas Novas, who had seen his seventieth yenf. 
fi and 6. Jose de Resende Costa, father and son. 7. Dr. Claudia 
Manoel da Costa, Crown Procurator and Commentator 
Adam Smith, Comrnissioner of Customs, and Father of Pohtie*!' 
Economy. 8. Lieutenant- Colonel (Auxiharj' Cavalry) Francisco 
Antonio de Oliveira Lopes. 9. Luis V^a de Toledo (Piza). 
10. DomingosVidaldeBarbosn, doctor or surgeon. 11. Salvadi 
Carvalho Grugel do Amaral; and lastly (12), Tint-dentes. Thi 



• The AlmiuiBck (180.1, p. SI) gives 
twenty-four as the Dumber of the Inroii- 
tidentes ; of tht?se tweatj-oua wore fniind 
guilty. U, Bil>e}ToU()8 baa published the 
trial in Fortugucsa and Pronch. Dr. Mello 
Moraea (BraBil Hiatorico, Rio de Janeiro, 
Hee. 18, 1861, and Bucceeding papers) has 
printed the vlinle Processo du TiiwlEDtcH. 
The original docamentB neia, it Is said, 
kept for manj jeara bcwd up in « leather 
bug amongst the arehivea of the Secrotary 
of aiato for Home Affaita. But 1 beliavo 
this to be a mistake ; the Tiaconds da 
Barbowna carried off to Europe all the 
docnmenta which compniiniwMl him ; many 
remaiaed even ia the Secretariat of Ouro 
Frcto, and not a few have been puhlisheil. 

t There is, I am told, a drapatth amongst 
those wriHca from Paris by Thomas Jeffer- 
■oD to Washington, reporting that ht lind 
met at Pamy two envoTH from the Brazilian 
colony ; of these, it is iiud, Joa^ Alvea 
Maoiel was one. Aiwording to Genctal 
J. J. De Ai.reii a Limn (Conn«nrt\o »la 



HLaloria do Braail, ehap, S, , .., , 

was probably the permn meDtioned by Jd- 
feraon when writing from ManeillB '" 
May 4, 1787, to "John Jay ■," aa snto 
of it is given in the BetialA Trimeiual 
Inutituto Hialorico (vol. iii. p. 309). Ta 
haeen (iL S70) mentiooa the iaiA of J 
feraon meoUug at Nismea an ardont jOt _ 
Braiilisn, Josfi Jotujuim <]a Haia, li^nm 
father waa a nutann at Kio de JaMdra 
J. A. Maoiel escaped better than his fiunrti^' 
bocauBa he was the Bon of a Qqiitlo "~ 
and waa on good tenna with the " 
General. 

$ I am happy here to be able to 
legro affection asA 



tude. . 






this ofGcer, indaoad the nnthoritia^ \ 
force of petitioning, to grant liini |nrmb- 
aion of accomiBUiying his muter la jail i ' 
to exile in Africa. Sr. TitSLinl tslla hii 
" black diamond " and a " DulUul, nut 
imd Bwntly slave. " 
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pet, says their process, at Villa Rica, in the houses of Francisco 
■I Paula and of Br. Claiidio, and t)ie sentence orders the place of 
Beir "infamous conventielea " to be razed and salted.* They 
Bd, it appears, determined to open the proceedings with the 
Bktchword, "Hoje e o dia do baptizado;" others say " Tal dia 
Kobaptlzado" (To-day is the day of tlte baptized), (soil, republic). 
Ben tenant- Colonel Andrade was to keep OT^^r with his troops, 
Hvarenga, Oliveira, and Toledo, with their iJaves and partisans, 
Hre to excite the aeighbouiing to'A'ns ; whilst Tu-n-dentes was to 
Bly forth with vivas for liberty, and to hasten for the GoTemor's 
■ad to hia counti-y house near Cachoeii'a, where tliat dignitary 
■luscd himself with farming, t Finally, Portugal was to be 
Bcially infurmed that Minas Geraes had become an independent 
■public. 

I According to Southey, who, not 'saving heard the other port, 
nites with an evident bias towards Portugal, the conspiratora 
Fftcted like madmen." Some of tbem seem to have done their 
Ktrk in a half-heai'ted fashion, others to have been far too open 
kd confident, a few thought that sapng was as good as doing, 
Bd many looked upon the attempt as " h^-poUietic," uot holding 
■b people ripe for liberty. It was, in fact, a " rude tyrociuio ;" 
B the other hand " it was a great enterprise, and everything 
hat have a beginning." The poet Gonznga! spoke of Tira- 
Bntes as a poor devil, fit to become Jove or Neptune as to be the 
Kef of such a rebeUion. One man upon his trial called it a 
Bonedy; the Franciscan chronicler more aptly designated it a 
Bgedy. Revenge and ti-eachery were rife as in the ranks of 
fciianism. The arch-delator was Colonel (of Auxiliaries) Jonquim 
Bhrerio dos Eeis Lairia Genses, one of the conspirators who 
Parted the plot verballyS to the Governor. He owed 20,000 



■ The " raiing" ttm 
wu found more profitable to s]>i>n>ii 
the conGsuiUd property. One 
little room occupied by Tira- 
Iiii]l«d downoDd ha 






Jiea down onn nave siuco ueen destroyed. 

t The coiupirnton declared thai ihcy 
iiilcnded to UTCst and deport, uot to niurdor 
liim. This ■«nu< probable : but with guch 
a Ult-monXr ag Tin»-dentfS, it is hard to 
Bvoiil eicat or to foresee what may happen. 
In Boeh cireimuluices men mortly act upon 
the inaljnct tbikt the only vay to get rid 
of au enemy is Ui take liiii life. The Vis- 
conde de Bubaccua vm no nui-uimlar that 



when ha riaited Oiiro Frel« he was obliged 
to tjkktt peoulUr precaaLiooa. A room in 
the present jiolaee wu diviiled by Um into 
eighteen diSenint comviaTtnientB, and no 
one knew irhen) he aat or slept. 

J Lyra*, ii. 33, 7—9. It ii generally 
believed, however, that Goniaga applied 
the words " pobre, aem reapeito o louoo " 
only to save hia friend. The eonfoaor of 
^to Antonio deacribes Iiitn as "enthu- 
aiutic as a UniJcBr, and adi'ontiirous aa a 
Quixote." 

J AuthoritiO) are not ti^aA wWSmt vV 
wa» done vei\wl\3 or m ■*ri>JB'fe. 
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cruzftdos to the Treastu-y, and he hoped by his treticherr ul 
obtaio a remisBion of his debt. Ttie documents signed for trans- 1 
mission to the Viceroy bear the names of Uje Mestre de Cuiii[M) i 
Ignacio Correa Pamplona and Lieutenant-Colonel Basilio de J 
Eritto Malheiro. This wretch demanded as the price of blood t, 
pension and decorations. He was praised in the process as » 
loyal and Catholic vassal, and was left to starve at Para, whvr 
he was driven by public indignation. 

The accused were arrested on May 23, 1790, confined sep*- 
rately, and sent in a body to Rio de Janeiro, There they remiuned 
imprisoned, curious to relate, in the very same building when 
some years afterwards some of them took their seat8 as niemben 
of the National Assembly. Their confinement lasted till sentenoa 
was pronounced on April 18, 1792. Dr. Claudio Mnnoel ' 
Costa, the " Amigo Glaucestre" of Gonzagn, was taxed by tl 
Governor with treason, wJien he replied, alluding to tlie absotp 
tion of Portugal by Spain, " Traitor was your grandfather, wli 
sold hia countiy ! " He was removed from the prison to b TanlUi 
closet under the main staircase of tlie " Casa doe CoutoB." Th 
permanent guard was changed, and he was murdered fay tb 
soldiers.* A report was spread Uiat he hanged himself to a cu^ 
board, after having opened a vein with the buckles of his breecbai 
in order to write with his blood a distich on the wall, for he ti 
was a poet.t The tale that his corpse was exposed on at 
gallows than usual in the Campo de Sao Domingos is fictitiotu 
it was at once buried in unconsecrated ground, the Garden of tl 
Quartel da Guarni^ao. But the vicar Vidal of the Menezes familyi 
whose sister was grandmother to tlie present Senator Teixeira da 
Soiiza, of Ouro Preto, disbelieving the report of suicide, exbimwi 
the body, and with tlie aid of two slaves, Agostinho and anotba 
consigned it to the third catacomb in tlje High Chapel of li 
Matriz of Oiu-o Preto. t 



■ TU Monica, s tapr frmntf, hsppened 
to be pssaing profe»ionally bj Ihe baaae 
jiLst nfter tlie miuiler, and mw two of the 
Boldiers dragging nut tlie bcdy of D. Claudia, 
a Urge-framed msji, »Lo wo» eaidlj reoog- 
niiwd. The Bobodclla Euoilf tried in vain 

t He BIB deTc>t«dlf attached lo Ana- 
creonand Malberbe (etBoBeeHea vecii,olc.) 
Annmg die confiecsted articlea belnngiiie to 
Elonngii vere copies of tliue autliotB, bear- 
iDg the oiwieol Claudia UuMel. HispwlTs 



is veil cliaracterised in Ihe Phitam B 
loira, i. '22,S~a52. The Hoi; Office dU 
ibe toDe uf hia pmso irrititigB, lad dh 
fvvi of them to be printed, tbt £i 
thiit showed tbe mluig panian atnai 
death ueier cmne to light. 

t A eoldier happeiiMl to dio at tin C 
and acconling to some niitboritiea tba 
v/tit interred in MnEeciatfd gnnnul V 
tbe aupposition tlutt he Waa the d ' 
"prapL" 






leven of the conspirators. Gonzaga included, received sentence 
lath. Seven of the ringleaders were condemned to be hanged 
iie Oampo da Lampadosa, to be decapitated and quartered, 
I exposure of beads ; their goods were confiscated, and, after 
ibarbaroua fashion of tlie time, their sons and grandsons were 
red infamous. Four others, Salvador Comeiro do Amaral 
.3«rgel, Jose de Itesende Costa,* father and son, and Dr. Doraingos 
Vidal de Barbosa, were sentenced to hanging on a gallows taller 
^ ^t&a usual, like their friends, to beheading without exposiu'e, but 
(rith loss of goods and attaint of issue. The decree was read to 
them on the night of April 19, 1792. Five were exiled for life to 
the Presidios or garrisons of Angola, and mulcted of half their 
property, with threats of death in case of their return. The rest 
were temporarily banished, and two false accusers were flogged. 
None could complain of their fate. Tliey knew the law ; moat of 
them were officials under government ; they had staked their all 
upon the throw, and they had lost the game. 

But it is said tliat the legal proofs were vile, and consequently 
that the sentence was iniquitous. In those days the Viceroy was 
omnipotent, and tlie judges also, terrified by the example of 
I'rnnce, carried on the proceedings with Draconic severity. 
'. iirious to observe, the Jefiries of the trial was the Desem- 
iiargador Antonio Diniz da Crnz e Sylva, a poet still popular, 
whose Pindaric odes and hero ico -comic piece, "O Hyssope," have 
become cliissical.t But the Queen, D. Maria I., the first crowned 
bead fated to visit the New World, was merciful : she commuted 
to perpetual hamshment all the capital sentences of the Philippine 
Ordinances, except that of Tira-deutes ; and thus of eleven heads 
only one fell. Usually it is supposed that he was a mere tool of 
deeper men, punished in terrorem. The tradition runs otherwise. 
He was the very tj-pe of Mineiro blood, of sympathetic presence, 
and sanguine -biho us temperament. He had studied in tlie mih- 
taiy schools of France, i and had there matured the project of a 
Pan-America by adding Minas to the Ust of BepubUes headed by 
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the United States. He died only forty-five years of age, energet 
and very "phrenetic." I>iuTiig the first year after his retniu' 
home he )ia<l ridilen five times, not on foot, as the tale is, in Uie 
interest of his diirling project from Ouro Prt'to to Rio de Janeiro. 
At this place he was arrested. Upon his trial, although he left 
a wife and a little daughter, he had denied nothing ; he accused 
no man ; and finally he died, as political martyrs mostly do, lilie 
a hero. 

The spot chosen for the execution of the Tooth-drawer, whom I ( 
can hardly call unfortunate, was then e. wild space on the west otm 
Bio de Janeiro, the Campo dos Ciganos, a place where gipsies a 
newly -imported negroes (negros novos) were buried. Six corps ai 
infantry and two "companies" of cavalry, besides auxiliaries, J 
lai-ge armed force for a city of 50,000 souls, sui-roimded 
scatfold, which stood exactly on the spot where the funeral 
coaches are now kept for hire. Crowds of people covered tlie 
plain, and massed themselves upon the sku-ts of the Santo Antonio 
hill. The son of the Coimt de Rezende (D. Luiz de Castro 
Benedicto), mounted on a horse shod with silver, commanded tlie 
troops. Whilst a Te Deum for the benefit of Her Majesty was 
chaunted at the Canno, and loyal speeches were being made, I 
Brotherhood of the Santa Casa da MisericortUa, as was then thflj 
custom, collected alms to he spent on masses for the repose of tl 
victim's soul. The sum amounted to a " dobra," Sr. Pas 
Bays five dobras, each 12S400 reis fortes, equal now to 100$0( 
showing the sympathies of the crowd. The heroic dentist, i 
and gi'ave, was led in tlie tunic of tlie condemned from the piisoafl 
(now the Chamber of Deputies) by the Rua da Cadea, the pre 
Rua da Assemblea, and the Rua do Piolho, accompanied by tv^ 
priesta, and guarded by 100 bayonets,* He continued his adonifl 

Ition of the Ti-inity and the Incarnation till he reached the scafil^wl 
There he presented his gold watch to the executioner. His Intt " 
words, after repeating with his director the Athanasian Creed, | 
were, " Cumpri a minha pala\Ta, morro para a LinERDADE"{I , 
have kept my word— I die for liberty). The glorious coufession J 
was drowned by a mffle of driuns and clang of trumpets. At 11 1 
A.M. he was hanged by the neck till dead, decapitated and quarterwl 
by a negro hangman and valets. Hia head and limbs were salted* 



* A«»rding to Sr. ruMiuil, tlio Juii de Fdia rode beton 
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^^B former, of which poets hnve since sung rs the "Ciibe^a do 
^^■tyr," was sent in a cask, and much decomposed, with an 
^^Kt of di-agooiis to (!)uro I'reto, and placed upon a tall post 
^^Hte alto) which then stood at tlio. north-eastern corner of the 
^^Ht Db'eitn, ti'outing the itiain si^iiare. The windows were 
^^■ked, and all the citizens were compelled to attend and shout 
^^^ns" for the Queen. It is related that liis brother, a priest,* 
^^Kuk from the sjiectacle, and was compelled by force to stand and 
^^K and hiuTtth with the rest. His arms were sent to Parahyba and 
^^H>acena, his legs were nailed to wooden posts (postes altos) on 
^^Bldinas road, in the Hitio of the Varginha and the Freguezia 
^^KIebolIa8,+ "where the criminal had sowed the seed of revolu- 
^^K and had committed his abominable practices." As lie was a 
^^Ber, the value of the house was granted, but not paid, to its 
^^wrietor ; it was ordered to he razed and thi-own into the nver, 
^^Btho site to be ploughed and planted with salt, " that never 
^^Kti on that spot there might be building;" but interest pre- 
^^^Rd it, A Pndnio.i or Stone Column of Infamy, was set up, 
^^Kthis remained till 1821, when tlie citizens, excited by the new 
^^Betitutiou, assembled and abated the nuisance hj' pulling it 
^^Bn. In future days there will be a Mausoleum on this spot. 
^^Brreseut Brazilians think httle of these national glories ; even 
^^Biull of Ypirauga has no monument to mark it amongst hills. 
^^BliUB tragically and with blood ended the " comedy," in the 
^^Ke year that witnessed the decapitation of the Bourbon " son of 
^^HLoius ;" and hardly had a single generation passed away when 
^^B Tree of Liberty and Independence, watered hy the blood of 
^m Republican Tira-dentes, shot up and overshadowed the land. 
Twenty-nijie yeai-s after the savage scene above described the vnlil 
jilain of the execution became the Rocio now known as the Pra^a 
ila CoQstitui^ao, and in sight of the spot where the gibbet was 
planted rises tlie statue of the first Constitutional Emperor of the 
Brazil, the Mnn of Ypirangn. 
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Tlie Rua de S. Juse, beyond the widening where the proCA-l 
niailjr lived, has a good modem macadam; it contracts with j 
the rest of the city, where the cruel pebbles are like om- cobble I 
stones — one seems to be "w-nlking upon eye-balls." This i; 
artery of the Western Quarter, the Bnirro de Ouro Preto, sbo<n 
the usual style of house, shop and store. The walls me as H 
made of cai'ds, straight from the ground, and in some of them « 
lower coloured band two or three feet deep resembles an extemall 
wainscot. Upon the rijofs one line of tiles is placed conrex, i 
overlapping its concave neighbour, and the edges are closed with I 
mortal-;" joists from the wall support a horizoutiil pla 
upon which rest the eaves extended to defend the foundationjl 
the imdeii>art is finished witli boiu'ding and whitewashed, and il 
the house is of a Jimotu or dandy, the imder edges of the t 
are painted vermilion. There aie no tubes of derivation, a 
Bi)outs large as an average hose pleasantly play iipou your hat ai 
yom' umbrella. Sti'cet literatui'e hai-dly exists, signboards a 
rare and quaint, aiul the shops still jireserve the homely littl 
glass cases hung up to the jambs by day and taken down at nigbtJ 
The stores being ground-floor, tailors, shoe-makers, and s 
work at the doorway, or at the door-like windows which r 
the giound, and employ htdf their time in chatting with I 
passing friend. English shops ai'e common, and there is, 
usual in these depot towns, a small retail tmde in everything tin 
tlie mule trooper or the backwoodsman requires. I saw little i 
the decay which Mr. Walsh describes in 1829, and which i 
travellers declare that Villa Kica had become Villa Pobre. 
the right-angled parallelogi-ams, so offensive to the wwped eye t 
the European traveller,t which characterise the new settlement 
of the Brazil, Ouro Preto has as much misshapen tiii'vature s 
nan-owness ns can be desu-ed. There will be every picturesque 
difficulty for water drainage and gas — some"hat a heavy price W 
pay for crookedness. 



* A Cliinese i>l,v)e. So tke KiauH of 
Ituruea ("Life in the Foreiita of tlie Pai' 
Kmit," bf S|>i!iu«r St. John- LoDtlnn, 
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niougst the fnreiguei-a here established, we ftmud an Engli&h- 
, Mr. Saul Siiiui's find Ilia family. He dealt in jewellery and 
1 niattci's genei-ally, and here we saw s])ecimen» of the Minus 
tpaz, of which the older authors, Legiuning with Johu Mawe, 
JBTe left such cai-eful desci-iptions. Here were three common 
rieties of this stone so rich in flaws, the wine-coloured, the 
illtant straiY-yellow, and the almost white ; under the influence 
" Fashion," aurl of extensive falsification, they soon became 
a diTig in the markete of Europe, and are now no longer dug or 
iudeed used excejit by watch makers. A few skins of ounces and 
wolves were procurable, but in the cities they are rare and very 
expensive. We also met Mr. David Morritzsohn, a German, 
once a shareholder in the land that now contains the Morro 
Velho Mijie ; he is now a delegate of the French Consulate at 
Riu dc Jaiieii'o. Further on is the best hotel, the Quatro NacoSs, 
kept by a Fronchmim. 

From the main street a long leg to the left or south leads to 
the hole in which is built N* S" do Illai- de Om-o Preto, the 
Matrix of this Quarter, The material of the old and primitive 
missionary pile is wliitewashed stone and mud, with pilasters of 
j^rey-yellow sanHatone and capitals puinleil chocolate. The main 
entrance fronting westwai'd is somewhat bowed to the front,* and 
jidomed with two columns of the Minns-Ionic, banded in the 
contie and resting upon an architectm-iil nothing. Glass appears 
only in the facade, a calico-3trii» defends the rose-light, and the 
T»ell-towers are half-finished. The only praiseworthy parts aro 
tilt- old doors of solid wood, and these want washing and pamting. 
My wife, who entered the Matriz, describes it as being egg- 
^^laped ; round the upjier part is a gallery openuig into the body 
by foiu' arches on each side, and one for the choir over the door. 
The ceiling of imti^iue wood-work is cmved and gilt, painted and 
Jicscoed ; a cmious box suggesting Punch and Judy, and bung 
iieai- the choir between Heaven and Eai-th, contains the organ. 
Tliere are two Imn<lsouie pulpits, and four silver lamps dangle 
before the six side altai-s ; the latter are of ancient taste, carved 
into angels and other grotesque figures, t A coat of arms well cut 

* Heracalleil " f«lui> "iUv.idB." «"■ 3. * 1"^ Cnidfi* ; Siln Miguol | 
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in stone is pliued ueni- Uie ceiling over tlie SanctuRry rails. The 
Sanctuary, a mass of can-ed and gilt wood, has four tribunes; 
amongst its frescoes is a Last Supper on the ceiling, and tapen 
bum in large silver candlesticks in presence of the B** Sacrament. 
The High Altar lias a tliiiine for the Santissinia, surmounted <m 
ordinary occasions by a statue of tlie Patroness, N» S' do Pilar, 
over whose Iiead a crown is held by two angels ; she is ade- 
quately supported by S. Pedro and S. Francisco de Borgia. 

South of the Matriz, lined with tottering steep-roofed houses, 
is the Campo do Maiiejo or parade groiuid, a kind of Praia ce 
river-bencli at the junction of the Corrego de Ouio Preto into tlie 
Funil stream from the south-west, and the latter has the honmiT 
of being named as the source of tlie gi-eat Rio Doce, The tw^' 
form the Ribeii-ao do Canuo, Rio ^'el■melllo or Harianna Rivei 
It rushes down a crack, a deep dark passage evidently draining 
an old lake or pond, which now ajipeai-s to be a mere widening 
in the sandy bed, Tliis place was once enormously rich ; early 
in the present century, 12,000 slaves worked there, and thfl 
diggings supported the jiopulation of 30,000 souls. Even ia 
Gardner's time, tlie half-naked "faiscador" could make 
BhiUing a day by panning the sand aud gravel, after removing 
the larger stones ;. now he may " dive" for ever like a duck, bat 
he will find nothing.* 

Beyond the Manejo, a turn to the north leads to the N* S' M 
Rosario de Ouro Preto ; f like the other chui'clies, it is built upon 
R platform that levels the sloping ground. The body ia divided 
into a pair of bays, the i>ortico with stout piers is defended by 
wooden railing painted led, und the space in front shows • 
fountain and a stone cross. Fuitlier tti the east, a liill-top b 
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- -^frowned with tlie CIiiuvli uf S. Jose ; it lins a single central 
lower, n clock atationaiy at 4"37, a heap of sand at the entrance, 
iind one old man at work. Thence a long and steep paved raui]> 
leads to the S. Francisco de Paula, upon which a man and a hoy 
— they suggested Trafalgar Squfti*e — were putting a fresh front. 
There is no general panorama of Ouro Preto buried between its 
great parallel ninges, we must view it little by little, and here is 
a fine prosjiect of the Western Quarter limited by the two- 
towered clmj)el, Sr. Bom Jesus de Matosinhus, in the place 
called " As Cabe9aa." 

Now going further north we cross a small stream by the 
" Pontilhao do Xaviers," a single arch; there is a good quaiTy 
of "freestone" up the ravine. Eastward lies ft yellow ochre 
building, the barracks (Quartel) of the Police, once 600 strong, 
now voluuteeiing in Paraguay. Their place is being taken by a 
new levy, which as yet numbers only 220. Tlioy are known by 
blue coats and red edgings (vivos), which for the National Guard 
are white, or fancy colour. Ouro Preto, being a capital, has its 
little trooji of galley-slaves, who are seen in the streets working 
Bt the pavement under a master-mason. They do not beg like 
the Tuscan galeotto, but each man requires a guard, and beyond 
smoking and lounging, tliey do very little throughout the Brazil. 
This penalty, re-invented in the dai's of Chai-les VII., and made 
fiisliionable by Louis le Grand, wants extensive modification. 

To complete the circle round tlie Baino de Ouro Preto, we 
leave on the right a sniall sijigle-towered temple, N" S* das 
Merces (de Om'o Preto), whose facade bears a gilt figure and the 
inscription, " Ego Mater Pulchrte Uilectionis." To the south 
lies the cemetery of the brotherhood, abundant in weeds. The 
other tei'tiary orders of the capital are S. Fi-ancisco de Asais; 
S. Francisco de Paula, and N" S' do Carmo. We m-e now 
behind the Palace in the upper town, and we descend to the lower 
by a long stone ramp ranning to the west. The only remarkable 
building here is the " Quai'tel da Guamicito fixa," a misuomer, 
as that garrison has gone to tlie war; the exterior is painted 

, yellow, and inside is a hollow square, worse tlian the Scutari 

Espital in its worst days. 
Physically Ouro Preto is unworthy of the vast Province which 
commands ; even in S. Paulo it would be only a second-rate 
wn. The straggling and overgrown nuion^ V^&%e \w5s&s'«^ 
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POOO to 10,000 soula,' in 1500 houses. Daring iu |i 
letween 1723 to 1753, the census gave 2400 u-nei 
^,000 inhabitants, of whom Iwo-thirds were glares ; 
tnd ah-eady fiillen to 13,000 to 20,000. In 1865 tlie whits K 
BIX to one hlapk, now thej- are seven to one, am) en 
'Shows that the climate is not suited for the African. 

Amongst its many disadvantages we may observe that ei 
cannot be used, and that even riding is nut safe in the d 
there is no gi-onnd for extension, tlie streets are too nainmH 
nils, and the country is unfit for the ii*on horse. Hence l 
have the sights and sounds of a capital, tlie fair sex dre&atd i^ 
French toilettes, — 

" Geati oorpe, joliB, pmistrSarkhement.'' 

Officers and men in unifonn, civil and military, orderlies 
about, bells, guard-moimting, bugle sounds, and music tccit- 
WBstic nnd militaiy, whilst perhaps listening to the band stands 
some old negi-ess habited in male cloak, with msty chimney pet 
hat proudly perched upon a dingj- kerchief. Literature cU 
hardly be said to flourish when the Oui'o-Pretanos cannot kwp 
np a single bookseller's shop.t The late Abbe and energetic 
President, Councillor Joaquim Saldanlia Atannhu, has refonnrd 
the educational establishments and created five " Exlematos." 
We have visited one at Sao Jofio d'El Rei ; tlie others are al 
Ouro Preto, Companlia, Sabar&, and Minas Novas. This has 
been an incalculable benefit. The illumination is poor, worse 
even than that of Siio Paulo ; each lamp should be et^nal to az 
pot to three stearine candles, and many of the posts are lying on 
ihe ground. The lands around it are tuiproductive, the gold- 
Teinod mountains cannot be worked except by companies, mi 
the city is not wealthy. In Ouro Preto I did not see a siti^e 
gold coin, and but for its minor industries it would resemble our 
miserable English colony on the Gold Coast. The city lives by 
the sweat of other brows, by its profession as a capital, and by 
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le money which the Government expends upon its employes, 
jddng the Province complain of " Empregoci'acia." Being on 
16 thoroughfare between the Imperial metropolis and the 
>iamantine District, it has a certain amount of small commerce, 
ut this again is not likely to last. The sooner another site for 
capital is found the better, but it is not easy, I have already 
aid, to j)oint out a central locality suitable for the purpose. 
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CHAPTER XX-WI. 

OURO PRETO CONTINUED (East Bso). 

Tu fonnosa Marilia, ja Qzeste 

Com teuB ollioa ditoeas as ctuupiuas 

Do turvo ribeirSo em que naaoeate,— (liod^a^, Zfnv xxix.) 

On the oilier and fur side of the bridge, where the city looka I 
R bit of old Abbeville, is the House of Millioos • (Casa dos ConMi 
now the Thesuiu'o, or the (Imperial) Treasurj'hy excellence. Itn 
built, as was tlie Coin men dador's house, by one Joao Hoilrignetd 
Macedu, a very licli and important citizen, who kept opeu door 
and lived in splendour. Liie many others, he mined Uims«ll' \ 
taking the contiact of the " Disimos" or Tithes, which «« 
confirmed by Pontifical Biief to the King of Portugal as ( 
Master of the Order of Clnist ; and his debts thi-ew his propert 
into the tender hands of Government. He died almost mad s 
in penury. It is a fine large substantial pile, with bindings t 
grey stone, heavy balconies, and a Mirador or belvedere on t 
top. Below on the light is the Collectoria, where the provtncii 
export dues ure collected ; on the left is the Branch EstabU^ 
ment of the Bank of Brazil,! whose President is Dr. Maifa^ 
and behind it is tlie Post Oflice. En pasianl we were sbuwn tl 
place of Dr. Claudio Maiioel's death. lu the upper story is ibl 
General or Imperial Treasury, with all its complicated eUt, 
inspector, chiefs of sections, writers fli'st, second, and thii-J, s 
Qumerary writers (pratic antes) and others; half n dozen to dd 
the work of one — " loafing about" not included. 

Thence we ascend Uie Rua dos Contos, a long straight t 
which sets out to the south-east, passing on t!ie left a foaaU 

iiDtes of Ibe Vanco da Rnuil. I woM 
vi\llDg\<f ipye utLer dclaibi ; tmh^ipll^ 
TreAAurer praraiiwfl puuctUhlJjr ii> ^m 
Uiina to me, sail lu puncliiftllji li>gf«ct«i' 



ivi.] Ol!RO PF.KTn, 361 

' of the tliirtt.'eii -t loiirteeii in tin? eitv. Tt U riinoutlv 



wiitcr is better than the Latiiiily. On tlie right is a gaj'- 
Ipking building, the Mesa das Rendns, lately made a Frovinciul 
reasurj', sliowing a wilderness of clerks who, pen behind ears 
! the Secretary bird, work hard at tlie stntistics of street 
lutiiiieation. 

[ The Bua Bireita ur High Street, which turns shai-p east, ia 
f steep and alipperyj with narrow ti'ottou's. At the top is the 
ra^a,* the atiuare, there heiug no other. It ia a long pai-al- 
logmm alopbig to tlie centre, which shows a. tuoiniment to the 
U'tyrs of Independence, lately built by subscription. It some- 
tat unpleasantly resembles the pillory of ancient daya,t and 
5 could not judge of base or capital, because both were en 
Mipillotes. It wants it figure of Liberty, Poetiy or the Indian, 
I'Brazil," or some other pretty heatlien, for although a pillar 
npportiiig n statue is had enough, a column tliat supports 
iOtliing is worse.; Ou the north ia the Presidential Palace, § 
ished by the Brigadier of Aitillery, Jose Fevnandea Pinto 
[poim, mentioned in the " Uruguay ;" the scientific artillerist 
was also arcliitect of the Viceregal, now the Imperial Palace at 
Rio de Janeiio. This Government House formerly accom* 
modated the Gold Intendeucy in the lower part ; the front looks 
like a " chateau-fort," n dwarf' cuitain connects two tiifling 
bastions of tlie Vauban age, and its popgmis used to overawe tlie 
exceedingly tumultuous town. The nonnal long stone ramp 
leads up to the entrance, which beai's the Imperial arms and a 
gigantic "auri-verd banner," Here we called at the reception 
liouse between 11 a.m. and 1 p.m., upon the senior Vice-President 
and acting President, Dr. Elias Pinto Carvalho, a "liberal 
Histonco," corresponding with om- old ^Vhig, born at Ci-uvello, 
and formerly -luge de Droit at Sahara- We were received in a 
fine lai'ge sula, witli the inevitable sofa and double peri>endicidftr 



' Or Fnkfa Publio. Then aro 
Iai^w, or "Places," iii th« En){Iiish, 
tlie Praacli, scjifte — mere wicleiuDgH ir 
■traeU. Ot tlie latlcr ihirtf-live 
counted. 



t The WHlition is lliat llio lieul of lUe 
heroie dautUt waa hate placed — od error, 

{ Dr. Miiuio informi me tbftt the InJuin 
lireiikiug bu cliAiiu, who wiu to uiipear 
Dpon tbi) flag. wiU teJte staCioD bere. 
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line of cliftirs ; there was little to i*emtu-k but tlie inordinaU 
Df tlie "huge liiUf -bush el-measure spittoons." His E: 
projiiised to forward my journey, ami rtjally took the tronbk I 
write R long list of introductory lettei-s, n kindness irtud 
Jiflrdly expected, ami for wliieli I lieg to express inj- sisM 
grfttitude. At the Paliice I also met tlie Secret«rr Ut G<na| 
laent, Dr. H, C. Muzzio, wBose nnme has appeared tn 
pages. He is deeply read in poetrj', and especially in the h 
of the " Inconfiilencift ;" to him ray readers owe the first is 
.and eoii'eet accoiuit of this great liistoiicnl episode whicitli 
ever appeared in England. 

We then ^inited the ' ' Pa?o de Assemblea Legislatira Pnninciil" 
on the nortli-east of the square. The hall was large and in gool 
repaii', with seats for the President and the two Secretaries 
' facing as usual the semi-circle of deputies' desks ; the poMi 
accommodation was very limited, an advisable precaution what 
discQRsion is apt to be exciting. South of the " Pa^n" is a fim 
house, the C&mara Municipal, The southern side of the equR 
:cupied by a fine aolid old building, the prison ; • ihe IVlineini 
declare de Ouro Pi-eto a Cad&i e agua — tlie best things at Oxn 
Preto ai-e the water and the jail — they boast of it as the finest 
the Empire ; perhaps it was, but now it cannot compare wilii ti» 
newly estabUshed Houses of CoiTCction. On tlie ground is 
fountain with a long inscription, and a double flight of stain 
nuis up to the guarded entrance, flunked by barred wuidon. 
The fii'st and second stories have Ionic pillare, with huge and 
ponderous volutes, and aroiuid the top is a massive stone balus- 
trade, with a statue of Justice and otliei- ^-irtues at each comer; 
nor has the lightning rod been neglected. The prisoners 
aoen and 12 women, a notable difference. We risited in tJie 
upper story, the infiiinniy and the rooms for recniits disposed to 
desert ; the (bainage has lately been improved, but thei-e was still 
something to do in the way of cleanlinesB. The inmates showed 
more industry' tlian usual, and tlic head keeper, Sr. Joaquioi 
Pinto Bosa, wisely makes all his juil-birds learn some handitmfi. 
Se ascended with us the winding staircase of the tall csntnl 
dock-tower, and from the leads we enjoyed a cuiions proi^>eot. 

The shape of the Golden City, or rather of what part we see, 



' The old BiMiille »»» in 



slifiis *it it ni 



lilt of a huge seqwiit, whose bigfjest girth is about the Pi'atja, 
I also represents the Court or West-end, Tlie extremities 
stretch two good miles, with rnised convolutions, aa snakes bav<? 
in old books. The site is the lower slope of tlie Sen-a de ySo 
Sebflstiiio, drained by the Funil in its break: tliia subrange is 
jtiirt of the " Onro Preto " line, extending two leagues from east to 
west.* The "sti'eeting" of both upper and lower town is very 
tangled, and the old thoroughfares, mere " wynda " and " chares," 
show how valuable once was buil<iing ground. Some fifteen 
chiii'ehes.t mostly rise on detached and conspicuous points, 
and thus gain an nppenrance of elderly conaequentialiiess. 
The houses hanging about the picturesque ravine, as near to 
the old mine-lake as possible, have necessarily one side taller 
than the other. Polychi'ome has the best effect : there are all 
Yarieties of colours, even the Imperial — gold and green — whilst 
one tenement is faced witli imitation brickwork, white, red, 
and yellow. 

Ail the view is hilly and " goldy," tumed up and rummaged by 
the miner. Immediately south the Morro do Cruzeiro bears its 
cross, and hei-e lies the highway to Rio de Janeii'o. The gem of 
the prospect lies a few steps to the south, where we see upon the 
hoiizon, rising above its mountain wall, Itacolunii, the " Stone 
and Pappooac."t A tall black monolith projects its regular form 
against the sky, bending at an angle of 45°. By its side is a 
comparatively diminutive block, which the red men, picturesque 
in illiterate language, compared with a child standing neai' its 
mother. Perhaps tlie name alludes to some forgotten metamor- 
phosis of Indian fable, and, perhaps again, this is the idea of some 
Mineiro poet who had not forgotten his bii-d. The slopes culmi- 
nating in this apex ai-e here bald, there graas-clad ; tall Araucarias 
ttll the severity of the cold, and if a cloud exist in the sky it is 
sure to find out " Itacolumi." 

Deep in the hollow at the mountain foot, and backed by shady 
trees, is an iminteresting building, long, low, tiled and white- 

* The Hutntance is niicnccans qiiarbtoHO vrs Enpiirease'l. Tbuj deulnra ttiat Me 

slate, resting on mjcaceoiu ilate, with vlny mUry of lilOOfOOO per&niininwiu egini«il 

fhnle nt intervals, aume traTellerv meatinu f<j nlebratiog ana niiMi per tnrttught. 

A liam of gneiaa, but I did not we this. Oililcleugb mentions twelve cbnidtes. 

f Tbere in M preeent an exoenive i The name remindii ns of the "Cow 

^.■.>uomy III [jritBta at (hiro Preto, only (md Colt" at Ben Bijildioe," «\aj4v \iafc 

■ ■-..I' ihinl Luinjj allowed to earh cliiirch. no tight to llie " ^n." %\tt, ^iif" >«hb.^1 

■ ..lit ISM Psdre Praifa, the Chaphun of u Vho English ^nm^wrei ■«\'Co '.\'« \iiK«« 

■ friline, wbn »Isa Mtemled (he prinon, nimile. 
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washed — very like a couifortnWe farm-ljouse. Here livtd ■ 
ilied "Marilis," whose juofaue name was L). Maiia JotqM 
Dorothea de S^ixas Bi-andun, the local H&ro, Beatrice, t^uui,! 
Nntercia, and who nai-rowlv escfljied heiiig the Heloiae of &Gn»i 
She was niece of Lieutenant-Colonel Joau Carlos Xa\-ier da 83i 
I-'errao, an aide-de-camp (adjudante d'oitlens) to tlie Oovom 
Books tell us that she was a " de3cen<iaiit from one of fk 
principal families in the liindj" f but tliis is ilenied by sow! 
Oui-o Preto. Born in 1765, at sweet fifteen slie was praaaM 
by her untie, a staunch Koyalist, to the poet Gonzaga, tlienip 
forty-four, and there is ii legend that her beauty hastened ft 
tragical denouement of the " Inconfidencia." A certain OHm 
Montenegro, 1 when " jawiib'd," as tlie .Viiglo Indian HJ 
taunted her with prefeirinfj ti> n "gentleman of fortune a 
position," a poor "man who wrote books." She, girl-like. b 
her temper, and retoi-tt-d that she prefened brains to mone; n 
Jlontenegid. The latter denounced by letter tlie couspiracj'toB 
Viscount of Biubacena, who turned pale, placed tlie paper up* 
the table, and left the room. His cousin, Fr. Loiireu^, il 
heinnit of tlie Caia^a, happened to be present ; the lalssire f 
blown to the floor, and tlie friai-, picking it up, saw all it 
filance. He retii'ed, sent for his friends in hast^, tuW 1 
the ti'eachery, and advised tliem to fly. They, however, homedl 
the movement, and rushing arme<l into the streets, attempted 1 
itiise tlie cry of Liberty. The Governor, who being iali' 
mate with many of the accused, had, aocordhig to his iiartj; 
deteiinined to retii-e from his post, was thus compelled to ti 
action. § Tliis tale is not told in any of tlie vohuuinotis nTitinf 



* The fiiBt two jiurtB of Gonutjii'B Pu- 
torftlB (Amoies and Saudades) an cntitlcl 
" Dirc^ lie Uiuilio," I'.r., to Dirciii from 
Hlritia, ud arc Lbni "nttiibutel" lathe 
Iftdy. The; are, hovover, the uisven to, 
Hud echtwi oF. tho woond thrOb jJuiA, 
"Mariliida Dirt-fiu," i,t,, to Marilia Jroin 
Piru^u, und it ii geaenllT believed that 
they urs tlie work of the editor, an unwonhy 
luysitjficalioii. D. Maria i>robab]y never 
wrote a line of verM, or jierhapH prose, in 
liET life. '■ Mirilio" il, fliidentlj Ainiiryilia, 
and Lhuftthat vell-knowD Bnudlian lAtinis^ 
l)r. Antonio d« Cnetro Lopes, tnuishloe by 

Biwticiu hauil, AniaD'llia, ego, nco wle. 



^larmai. 



the first couplet of Ljm,— 

Ed, M&rilia, i^ hid sJgiuii TsqD 

Que viva da guardv alheio gad* 

t Tbe Sams is a<Krl«d bjr lltt Tw^ 

de Barbnnna, M>; 33, 1789. Uanrf 

tlic anna of th< htmi])' an *roU kaowb 

* The rmder will bear in mini tW 

thii i> meiely local traditioa. 1 MMld 

nu ai^Dunl of ite wide dimudoa in tap* 

belief. 

g Thia certiiini; duet uut apiMBriB < 
Secret CoiTciii>and«n(« of the vioMBH 
Borhaocna with tlie Vkfrny D. Indt 
VHaeaueellas and with tlie Court ol UA 
The Pranciccan chronicler before allndal M 
onrtoual; defeudi Bathaoena bj ■' ' ' 
r wai gai\tj of c: 
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ipou the " InciinfideiicU," but I heard it even-where in Minan, 
iven upon the banks of the S«6 Francisco River. 

Haplessly for the romance, Heloise was notAbly lutfai tit fill tn 
\behii'd, US Abelard was faithless to Heloise.' The lovers whom 
' death couhl not piut," anil whose nritten iirotestAtions of con- 
itancy ar^ legion, sepu'ated after the liiscovery of the rebellion : 
this is easily ex])lainei1 : amongst the Inconfidentes there iutd been 
jome little talk of removing the stem aide-de-carap*^ bead. Tbey 
were, however, allowed to meet and bid farewell for ever — the 
scene is said to have been painful. And both did wane things. 
A certain Dr. Queii-ogii, Ouvidor of Ouru Prvto, had tbe booonr 
of supplanting, but not with a legal tt^ndcr, the poet Gonzsga. 
6y him D. Mai-ia r>ireeu, as ahe was called, kad three cbildten: 
I>i'. (M.D.) Anadeto Teixeira tie Qneiroga ; l>. Marin JoaqnitH 
iiiid D. Dorothea, all blue-eyed and Ught-hajre"l. .\t Oiiro I'rrto 
she is now best kaon-n peihaps as the Hal do l>outor (^aeiro^a. 
Ill later years she lived retired, nerw left the hoBM except far 
the church, and died (1853), aged eighty. Since that erent th« 
fnimly has (|uitted Om-o Preto, and none eoold Bay where H had 
gone. Slie never woiUd pronounce her lorer'a mune, eapeeullv' 
shunning tlie subject with strangers, t •« Iter death-bed abe «od 
to her foiifessor, " He (elle) was taken from me when I warn 
Bcventeen." Those who knew her well deacribed I»er u Bbott <»f 
stature, and retaining in age finely formed featnreH, and "• 
boccft risonlia e breve " — the short Hniiliug month — they agreed 
that her eyes were blue, anil that Iter liair, which w«a white, had 
been meio-louro, blonde or lif^ht cheatnut. Her lor«r, curioaa Up 
say in fom- places, makes her locks the " hue of jetty night," aud 
in four others, " crisp Uu-eads of gohl," and tl»c autlun- ot the 
l'a\inu'ite editiiui of the I.yras defenda him aa only frieiida can 
defend.! 

' Tint i- bugsinB !>" ri^Lt W ibe niuiw xU >vk> of Im Ij». "B <*« ««^ V *• 

of Ueinise. The young and lunenlcH ^ "^ "^ -#— — 

BUthor, A. P. Uipea de HeudooTS (Meqio- 
rini lie LittentiuaCoDlcniponnfia. p. 3751. 
IB tinjiiKtIy wrere npon the ha]ilen MariliB, 
not liwauM she wm Dafullifdl, bat lieaan 
iho Ii<r«d t« the age of eigbtT-foiir (tighlj), 
'• This man, llii* poet, this lender iwiil. thia 

[ulaeiooaMhiairt, thism«t«rcrepalilir«o.''<'l ^^ 

thi» illOBtnous irirtim, this martjr W lata Anloai* Ogamc*. (W 
inJ B»U»0 Inn-I, lired thrangh fifteen jtmn Irildiopaf*"*, « «• J 
tt asiiain HoMlnbiqtM, far ftma ha, I' 




t Uari^ *> Bfcw^ tff»« A* 1*" 
A.-lLiut» fl iia m » . |i — '^~ -^ MM Ml 



;iiii! THE mnilLANIiS OF THE BEA2U. i.-nir.nr 

From the ri-a^a we desceiideil the Una do Uavidiif b ll 
Noiith-east, find at n i-orner where four stivt-ts meet, froolii^ Ik 
Hua doB Pimlistns, we reiuarkeil tliat llic lii^toric km* ) 
(.llimdio Manuel still waiita tlie cniumeinorativc Uiblct. 
the Ouro Pretaiios think with the Greek that 'Ai-ipuv r 
■naaa yy T&^at. Well (loes it deeeiTe to bear ii quotatioobi* 
Plutart'h, " VitA dignissjmtia est. quique morte bus ; 
BBlutem quEeiit. It is a small five-wiudowed ttimer bnildnf; 
yellow, witJi green halconies. At Uie enti-nnce is a dwarf h«Jl; «f- 
stairs is a little square room witli whitewashed walls, the stnfi* 
of Vasi;oncellos,* and a second apartmeut, verj- similai-, built n 
with old-fashioned brick seats, opens upon a roofed ten-ace orb 
verandah. Here the Inconfideutes met to discuss their imcfl]; 
their projects, nnd Uieir political aspirations ; aiid from it tbati 
an miinteimpted view to the home of D. Maria in the boUoir. 

The liouse began its life of fame by its cornieclioii with d 
" lievolution of the I'hree Poeta," as the movement is stiU edU 
by the people. They are Gonzaga, Claudio Manuel, and Colom 
Iguacio -lose de Alvarenga Peixoto,+ a man of the noUbt 
character, a philosopher and a poet of " intemperate iniaginntion,' 
but perhaps the least high-seated in the Portuguese Paroassiut 



liodns do Docuiueutw Higtori<:ne. Fnr J, 
Norbertc do Soiim SLIto. TwotoIk., 8n>. 
Oamior, Paris, e Kio dc Janeiro, 1862. 
11 in severely criticised by tlio scnipolon* 
nnd pnilulaking Dr. Mella HoracB (Charo- 
BTHpiik do Bnui!, tom, iv. v. UI2. of 1692), 
who e]i]U^es the ciUtoc with the adilltjoiiii 
before stludid to, and miui]' Mns^Tcui 
WJrrwtions nnd cnnjednnil eniondnOnus. 

As tegards the iiopariiuit ijnestion of tlie 
colour of Muilift's bur, Sr. Norlnrto 
nnUTkB, certoiul; not in fivotir of liia 
post, tfaitt "liinro" (hloftflp) rhjmea well 
with " oirro" iind "ihoBoiirov" quoling lie 
Btwniib ]tarv.:itim,~ 

Fiiem del cnuMniauta, & 1<> ii"e oblign* 
(jao luuca, quo oe&n lilHUnw lu hormigiiE. 

Fsnlt of liie rhjnie's roniimUing migbl, 

TbHt turns the luit (ram liluk to while. 

The origiuul MS. wm not (iw is genemllf 
I wid ) burned by D. Muriu ; u copy in MS. 

•nut given bj Iter fBOiily lo Dr. Jos* Vieim 
L Couto do M<V)Blhaa, nHuol President of 
I iUto OnwD: 

* Mi. Wnlxh, ii, 2U, 

t The pMtiinLl Akrn ut Ulaudio Manuel, 

-^ " d Mm BWWBi ^|ri»>l. Bow rt 



Kio lie Jwieiro in 1716, Lo lUdiai 
Coimbm, and tcrved Ui« Crovn ■■ ■ ^J 
trate at l^non. Thence lie iiiIiiiimJ tm 
iiil776,and liecune Oimdor intbtOMB 
of Uie Bin diu Mortee;. Bo pRfan 
however, retiring ialo Uie ooiuitn ■ 
writing vettat, wliicli vers highlj ri»n^ 
liy the amiable uid libml Vram, t 
Mnnguea dc Larndia With > wub ■ 
four young ehildno, be hooomUy ■ 
ticed domeitic happjneai u tlw (alT it H 
ivuDtry and his frienilx. On Ajvil Ui 
1792, hewuKntenced u> dentb, vhkb* 
May 2 WM couimnted In tnuiE|>(iH*li« N 
life, with tonGicKtioD of gooili and alMM 



of i 



i the ■ 



arrived M Aiubaoa, in Antpila, 

hearted, whito-hiJrcd man, wl . 

when nged only lor^-taur. and then ka 

died early in ITB3. Ai, > ' 

D. Maria 1., auotbir i 

thinliDfaoDoiiTofhi'A' 

ivre njImiriM as mti-^: 

and abounding in ir,ii< , 

will long be quoted in • 

and ChnMtnmatliia ; ibi' 

loiro (vol. i. .1S2— SS'i) li.'u given eifAa 

EXbMla [raiD Ilia otbot tiuij-odticiai, 



I] 
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1 iu' present day. 'I'here were two othera luoi-e or less concerned 
111 the affsir, namely, Manuel Igiittcio de Silva Alvnrenga," and 
l>r. Dotnmgos Vidnl de Bnrboso, who wiis banitihed for life to 
West Afi-icti, and who died there also in 1793, This celebrated 
r|iiiiitette may be called the heads of the Minas school- 
In tills house Gnnzaga, the ccnti-al figure of the poetic gi'oup, 
n:,ed to pass his time embroidering wedding-garments for D. 
Alalia and himself. + I-ately some of his letters have been found, 
• ■rdering silk thread fiom vuriouK merchants. He war born at 
' >jHirto in August, 1744, and was there baptised on September 2. 
The BiTDiil claims lilm, as his father was a Brazilian official, and 
lie him.self fjiUs the colony his home. 

For deixar oa patrloa lAres 
NHo me pee:k o suntimento,} 
And lio meiitiiuii his youth having been spent iit S. Salvador 
(la Biihia, 

Pintoiu qae oa matfe anloo da Babia 
Ocde paseei a flor d» Hinha idado^ 

He studied law at Coimbra, he took magisterial office at Bejn 
mid other places in Portugal, and finally he became Ouridor of 
Villa Rica^ — ^iji those days a more important person than the Piesi- 
(lent in these. His approaching maiTiage delayed him for two 
or thi'ee years, and he lingered even after he hnd been appobited 
Deaemboigador, or one iif the Judges of the Supreme Comt at 
Bahiu, a delay which told strongly against him. The general 
belief is that the home government, whose consent to the union 
WHS then necessary, hesitated to give leave, because it did not 
wish the poet's influence to be settled ui Minas. A legend still 
told witliiii these walls, and I believe it is true, makes a mufHed 
figure on the night of May 17, 1789, warn hini of the approach- 
ing stonn. He paid no regard to it : on the 2'2nd he dined at 
home in the Rua de Ouvidor ;[ witli liis friends, and on the next 
day all were imder arrest. 



t 



Aqui um Isnt 



te b«nbva. 



n Gisptcru. 



■*Par thee it kondiiot I ili'l ■ 
Part L, "Amorea," Iflrni 10. 
nlliiilo to Ibo poct'n iiocup ' 
imthor-eilitor places Ihom ii 
Muslin. 

* Vol. ii. P»rt 8. Lj™ 3, 
■ ' to iMtO luj own pLiter 
Utti* of rtgwt 1 ftl- 



S Vol u. Pnita, Lyra 7, - 

"Thejlilreiims) paint me ploQgliiugtLroiijjIi 

BaiuHii Mas, — 
Jiaba, where my yniith tldoK floVrct 

blDDOIIld." 

II On tlia left-hauil siiU going iJohh, |t 
WHS t!ia <M rtsiJenc* o( tho Oavidort., ot 
liiaf JnHtican, una a now n polio* irfJce, 
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GoDZsga* was »eiit witli the other ni-cused to Itio 
lis friends were jilneed in the prison wlipre tlip C 
)epntie9 uow st«iuls: he was confined in n dtuigt 
Q tlie Illm dns Cobms, nnd nfterwarils in the houses nf the 
)nler of Franpisco il« Penitencia. Dufing his 1095 dan 4 
[olitinle he relieved his mind hy stTHM-ling upon liis dungmi 
imlls witlt desperate charroid, caudle oi* torch Koot, urn! u 
jrange-stick. He was aubject to fuiir se^'eml exnininnlums,t 
md he couiplained bitterly of the viiiilciit hatred of ft luiralt 
snemy, Basilio de Biito — uow mi uidtnowii uame — who had smin 
I " follow liiiu to the gates of death." The evidence againstlnS 
iras very conflicting, and ahiiost wluiUy presumptive : at ^na 
hopes were held out to Inui, and he thoii|;ht that his nuLmiff 
blight ta.ke place. He waa reported to have undertaken a «odt 
of laws for the new Eepublic ; on tlie oUier hand he was affimwl 
to have quarrelled with Tira-dentes, and the conspirators 
to have looked upon him as an outsider. His si-ntence, fbnl^ 
ifiHued on April 18, 1792, dwells upon the fact that be 
of lights and taleuts," and he was evidently lost bv his high repfr 
tation. For daring to be an eminent and intellectual mitidlH 

s banished for life to the Pedras de Angoohe (Encoge), in WM 
Afiica : after the execution of Tu-a-dentes, the penaltj' was co 
milted to ten years' ti'an spoliation to tlie deadly climate 
Moi^ambique, witli pain of capital punishment in uise of KtB 
The voice of the people, whose instincts are so tnie in Otett 
Imatters, has done him justice, and the favouiite name of the 
movement is uow the " Iiiconfidencia do Gonzaga.' 

On May 23, 1792, tJie tliird auniversaiy of his coDftnemeBt. 
tlie unhappy poet left for ever, in the sliip \» S* da Coucei^u 
Prineeza de Portugal, the shores of his loved linizil. At the 
pestiferous Mo^tambiijuc his life was miserable, he tried vainly til 
; practise law, and he lost the gift of poetrj-.J He foi^ot "MariU* 
bella," or perhaps on the principle " Snudades de muUier s6 
mulher niata," six montlis after landing he married a ndl 
.mulatto girl who bad nursed him through his fevers. "P. 
Juliana de Souza Maacarenhs " was aged nineteen, and signetl 
her contract wtUi a +, and she was addicted to beating her 

* S]ilx ■ml Muitiiii liDVG ' 
uwlo him Ouvidnrof "8, Joilo 
t Thiiwlolt 



I Bey," 



J Whilcvcr he wrote U 
:th iKHbilijiii, and shfti 
il Aug. 1 Mil 4, 111* iptclligenrrc. 



*ert i]>t«d Nov. 



HuisbftJid. He becmne aliiiust iiisauc, ami died in 1807,' aged 
^Bsty-three : lie was bm-ied in the C'litliedal of Moz(uubi<.iuo, and 
^Be wrote his own pjiitaiib in the T.jths^ 

^K Filr-me-h&o no HCpulchra 

^^V A hottroBB inscriiH^ib) : 

^^m —" Be tere delicto, 

^^k So foi B paixilo, 

^V Que & todoa fax n.'oii."t 

K "The "Pi-oscript of Africa" is described as a. manner of 
He Tommy Moore," a short stont flgiu'e, with blond hair, bright 
^■kd penetrating blue eyes, and n pleasing apirituel countenance : 
Hu addiess, at once fi-ank and courteous, won every heart. He 
^His a dandy, delighting in battiste shirts, laces, and embroidered 
Hprchiefs ; he left some foily coats, some peach-coloured, others 
■Nurot-green — a wariliobe which suggests "Goldy'a" blooni- 
HlDloui'ed preferences. The puitrait prefixed to the favoiU'ite 
^Bition was " elimiuiited from the depths of liis self-couscious- 
^■SB " by the artist, 8r. J. M. Mafra. It shows the poet very 
^Heciaely as he was not, tall, tliui, twenty-foui', not forty-eight, 
Hith long dark flowing locks, melaneholj- regular features, and 
Hseproacliable top-boots— in jnil. 

W Gonzagn is still the populai' Brazilian poet, and amongst the 
Ijatins he will take rank with Metnatasio. Some of his I^tics 
are remarkably operatic^who does not remember tlie Italian of — 



Almeida-GaiTett laments hia " fatal eiTor " in not devotijig him- 
self to national subjects : yet liis pastorals, like his politics, are 
destined to a long life. His hand may evidently be traced in the 
Cartas Chilenas : ' some judges declai'e that the master's touch 

' Not in 180!), na MM. Wolt mil A. P. Ncm Beinprc de leoto Icofa m gerlo : 

Lapd lie Heoilanfa Niy. Qnnntiu lem W poiabiu e *H corileirog 

f Th^! abull 'grave on m; tomb SHo partM dos letiCa, lUs aguiu inrtus. " 
Thew words of fair ilialinj;.— AngUei. 

" ".,!!^'^'?'°* "™ '■'J '^"'i™ " Not (iln-ava eagiu lire from eaele* i-prung, 

T«. Iml .rtor of f«l>ng.,. Not <J*.y= lions «e h, lions B°t ; 

Which m»k« 111 la («. ji„, rftin h,,^ i^ ll„l, a,^ aove* and 
"Ly™."Vol. >i. V«l2, 1„ 1^,^ 

Z Pur inatAnce, in Uic tDllawioy linea Arc boni of liotu, are ol isuulm Iwrn," 
,-'li|ii«toU«Critillu,"p. -261,— J ,j^„ ,ire»jj MaAaH to «iv» »»!«>;, 

■' Keiu Keuipra m Bgnina dc •minx naiiim whii'h «il\ W twA w. \wa% w 'Cnm •t>i 
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is not tlieic, ctheifj Diiiiie tlint it is. He lias left certntn prow | 
juridicnl studies, e^peciallj' uii usury and education, which still . 
remain m MSS. 

In poeti'y Goiizaga b always ns he called liimself, U bum I 
Pircen. Beinaikuble for grace and naivete his eix>tics contniti J 
iiut a trace of coai-seness: they m-e sentimental, dashed with u 
tinge of melancholy, which of course deepens in the gloom of hifV 
prison. As is the case with all the better Portuguese poets Iii* T 
style is reniarkflhly conect, and liis language studiously simple. , 
withal sufficient. Recognizing the fatal facility of rhyme in lis 
mother tongue he binds himself, by stringent rules, in grave and 
iicnte consonances, rejecting tlie fonncr in his most htboure<) 
pieces. Tlie I.yras, like the productions of tht- ilinas school I 
geuerally, ai'e hm-dly to be translatetl aderinntcly in foreign verse.* | 
The last gi'eat iidiabitont of the house was the comicillor end . 
senator Bernardo Pereii-a de Vasconcellos.t whose f«ther. Dr. Diogi' I 
Pereii-ft Kibeiio de \'»sconeellos, had bought it verj- cheaply when \ 
tile heirs-at-Iaw lost theii- papei's. The " Franklin " or "Adams" » 
of tile Brazil was bom at Ouro Pieto, and died paral^-tic at Kit J 
de Janeiro, leaving a histor}', which is tliat of his young coontrj'i J 
liberty. Being unmrnned, be bequeathed the tenement to bit 
sister, D. Diogn, of whom a terrible tale is told : she was after 
wards manied to a Frenchman, still living. Thence it ]iasse(i ink 
the hands of the present owner, D. Jeronymo Maxiuuo Noguein 



pluw. It hu bJI Uie luyslery. and mucli 
of thi geaiaB, of Junius. Clsndia Mimuet 
And Ignacio Joni da AlVBrenga Feiioto are 
■lao Buspected of bsTiiig Asaieted in vriting 
t]]e Cartu (Introduction to CartiM Chi- 
liSnu, b<r Iiuiz Prancinm d.i Veizn. lAeni- 
mert, Kio ds Janeim, lgn3). Varnhagcii 
(Epicw Brwiloirw, p. lOli Biiggeats thnt 
the author may hi>vu bmi DomingM finr- 
hon Cnldaii, wbo nm bnnialied to the Nova 
Coloni*. It id UiB cusloni to depreciate 
tbeso letWni ; but no one can nwiert o( tLo 

I" The lesHonB hs taugbt munkiud ubre fen, 
And none that could raaka them good or 
Dr. 
"tn 
the 



Dr. Muxiio, abo 1 liave said 'w a liani 
"tnilcnt of poetr7, believe* that the Cnrtati 
"rro written hy the Miiuw soliool, and that 
they iibDii the hand of Uodbgii, 

* MH. da MontgUro and Cbalaa have 

iriadj pntvmd protw. IL Kuaealla, D. 

' Eiiii'i«e Ve<?m, and Wr. Iflland, liave pvtn 



tbcni an lutian, Siiauieh, And 

dress (M. Ferdinand Denia, "jt 

rHintoire Littfirtute du Br&iil," ch^L & 
p. sag, and FenHoaod Wolf, Le SM 
Lilt^iuro, chaj). 7, l>- 6S). Of the 
IiriDcipal Bmiilian po«ln not ono h** ftt 
itQchod a tountry wliich leivh ihoamai' 
of rhymes like thtw, — 
"TheRoynl Pnet baa a few iFOtdalooy 
About working men sod tlie railway : 
We hare now got do^n the great Broil 

I boi* it will incTOme onr tnulo. 

t Be muBt not be confoundeil vilh ItJ 
Teixeira da Ponscca VaaooncdJu, Knt 
I'reHident of Minaa, and createil ViK«*ta 
do Caethfi ; the latter was one of tkono vW| 
»n Jan. W, 1S32, eliciteil from D- Pod» P" 
l-h? I'lrJauwtion bmcd in Krwi" 
ah " V Fio) " — " the ' I runuu: 
do Vucenrellna and bis tiiitcr 
lulj' Ibovb mi J«plter uA ji 
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Benedo. On the ngbt is the Casn do Mercado, with mule^ 
^bbered in front of tlie large verandah, and yellow walls. Oppo- 
Hte it stood the Pillory, which, some thii-t>- years ago, was pulled 
^fcwn by some young men by way of spree. To the south of the 
^■tie aquai'e is the Church of S. Francisco de Assis. Tlie 
H^ide is handsome, but the projecting fagade shows two Ionic 
^pUars ungi'acefully converted into i^ilasters. Over the entrance 
^■e steatite car\-ings by the indefatigable "Aleijado," showing a 
^■Bion of the Patron, and above is a sepulclu'an cross. The 
^Hlow doors are of solid wood, cut ijito tlie usual highly- relieved 
^■Hses. In the intenor are the normal six side-altai-s, a profusion 
^B pictures let into the whitewashed wall ; a faucil'ul choir 
^fccony ; a large ceiling fresco of Santa Maria surrounded by 
^■igels, and tbe Trinity on life-size figures of painted wood. The 
^■ripits at the entrance of the sacristy are of soapstone, well cut, 
^Kd recalling to raind the far-famed " Prentice's bracket," 
^B Further down to the south-east is the N" S'' das Merces doa 
^Bnyloes, so called to distinguish it fi'om the other Church of 
^Hercies: it is a single-towered Iniilding, still imtiuished outsiide. 
^Bb the north-east is N" S" da Concei(;ao, the Matriz of the 
HBatera parish, called "de Antonio Dias," fi'om the famed old 
^nubatiense, who settled here in 1699, and of whom nil but the 
^■tme Is forgotten. It was once the richest church in tlie place, 
^few it is a long whitewashed building, gilt, but mean and tawdrj'. 
^Here on Feb. 11, 1853, were deposited* the mortal remains of 
" Marilia formosa " — Bosa Mundi, non Rosa Mtinda, whose story 
I have been compelled to strip hare of all ita i-omance. To tho 
south-east is N= S" das Dores, and far to the east rises the jUto 
ila CiTiz, befoi-e mentioned. 

Returning to the Prai,'a Publica we visit, on its west, the largest 
chm'ch in the " Imperial City of Ouro Preto," N" S" do Carmo. 
Based upon n high and sohd i>latfonn, it is externally a huge 
baiTi, with a bay facade, decorated as to the entrance with 
dienibs and flowers in blue steatite, stuck on to .the grey-yellon- 
sandstone. The two belfries are of the round-square order, 
with pilasters where coruei-a should be. It has glass windows, 
here a sign of opulence : the inside is remarkable only for gaudy 
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hniigiDgs of eriiiison and gold ; nnd the clioir is supported by two 
columns nnd a p»ii' of pilasters shaped like gigantic balufitrades, 
a kind of "baiTigudo" style, which deserves to be called tlic 
P'luiikey-calf (')rder. The little catacombs of tlie Bi-otlierJtood are 
on the south, and detftched. The Capital of the Gold luid Diamond 
Province has not yet a public ceineteiy, and her sons must still b« 
buried in their churches. This is somewhat too piimitive for 1867. 

Ill the street, to the north of the Cajano, is the tlieatre, knoiru 
by its yellow wash : it claims to he the oldest in the Empire. 
The house belonged to a certain Coroiiel -loao de Sousa Lisbon, 
also a victim of the royal titlies : he was declared bniikrupt, \ei 
it is stiid that tlie property, when sold, left no deficit. It 
lately been i-epniied at tlie expense of the Province, and it is 
usiwUly occupied by nmnteui-s, who perform always respectably, 
sometimes remarkably well. Tlie very civil Impresaiio, a Porta-*' 
giieae, led us rouuil the house, wliilst his company were rehears- 
ing. The interior ia laid out in the democratic style of tlie 
United States, here generally adopted ; all the circles nre open, 
and a single central box, the President's, fronts the stnge, I much 
prefer this disposal to the European excluaiveness of pens aiid 
pews ; the prospect is more pleasing, nnd there is better ventila- 
tion, always a grand desideratum ; moreover, civilisaition hera 
does not deuituid the "dress-circle" to be kei>t "select^" wa 
does yom- coat determine whether you are god or swell. 

To the fiu- south of the theati'c is the old Tyhura, tlie Morro d*. 
Forca, or Gallows Hill," It was levelled at an cxi>ense, thef 
say, of ten coutos (±'1000) ; for an intended Industnal ExhibittoQt 
which proved the veriest failui-e. The projecting mound should 
be visited for the sake of tlie view. Thence we fall into the Rim 
de S'" Quiteria, execrating its slope and its abominable i)avementi 
and linnlly the Itua dos Coutos lands us where we set out. 

Uuriug our short slny at Ouio Prcto, a glimpse at society left 
many pleasant iinpi'cssionw, anil wc could hanlly ujiderstand 
those foreigners who complain that it is " not the style of thing 
to which they arc accustomed." We spent a musical evening of 
many "modiuhiiM," with theagreoablofamily of the es-Secretui^' t« 
Government, Jose Ilothigues Duaitc, whom I afterwards met on 
the Rio dos Vclhiis ; I also made tlie acquaintance of D. Antonio 
de Assia Mailiiis, of the Government Secretariat, and part editor 
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fif the .\]iiianiik de Minns. AJthougb a Coiiservative be has been 
iissiBted by tbe Liberal authorities, and indeed such works desen-e 
not only lucal but genernl nttentioii. They here represent the 
i-^siiea of tliose biHtorical societies, ever increasing in tbe States 
of the North American Union, and they prove to the Obi World 
tliat tlie yonng, whiist looking to the Future, lias not forgotten 
the Past. In times to come tbe bistorinu will derive fi-om them 
invahiable assistance. 

Party feeling mns high at Ouro Preto, ns it did amongst na 
when mibreeched boj's were asked — " Are you for Pitt or Fox?" 
AimI bei-e a word tipon this most important subject in the Brazil. 
J Curopeans and foreignei-a, who, hastening to make fortunes, bate 
, every excitement whicli can interfere with the money market, are 
■ Tery severe upon the "arid and acrid politic" of the land.* They 
never think that the excitement of partizanship is a phase through 
M-hicli all juvenile societies and govemments must pass, like the 
hot youth of tbe individual. " Un peuple nouveau, positif pai" 
consequence," has to provide for its physical wants, to establish 
ci%'il order, and to seciu'e life and in-opeily : it will indulge in 
wars, and other calamities must occur : the breathing time is 
necessarily spent not in science and philosophy, tbe highest aims 
of its later life, but in religious functions, and in adjusting its 
political questions. And indeed these are the two noblest exer- 
cises of youthful human thought, thus embracing all interests 
between heaven and earth — I'm die Erile mit dem Himmel nu 
\erbinden. Nor should it be otlierwise : the most wholesome 
sign in a young people is a deteimination to enter into "the 
affairs of the nation," affairs which oldei' communities, finding 
the machinery too complex tor tbe general comprehension, are 
fond of abandoning to profeasionnl thinkers. Of course this 
laudable curiosity will ofUn degenerate into violent and personal 
party feeling, but none will condemn the useful because it is open 
to abuse. 

I find iji the Brazil anotlier symptom of strong iind healthy 
national vitality. Men wage iiTeconcilable war with tbe present; 
ibey have no idea of the _" Rest and be thankful" state. They 



* Tbe pleoMnt opemtian, (inreiitallf atraafier miiT 

cikllisl "telling jnu of your fsolU," a a frieniHr «pi 

DOKhere endnred «'itli it better grace lliui bluae. 
In the BtaiiL There ii nothing that b 
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tRlaiK-e " Wlmtever is, is good " Ity the equation " liMiatever is_ 
is bad ; " jet they are neither optimJHts nor pessimists. They have 
as little idea of " finality " aa have New Yorkei-s, They will 
move find remove UiingR qiuet, ruA they will not leave well or ill 
fllone. Tliey niv imt yet, happily — 

Men ot longr cndarlng hopes. 

And onrelesB wlint Uie hour ma; bring-. 

Wei-e infanticide disgracefully prevalent amongst them — it is 
rare ns in Irelaml — tliey would find some means of checking it. 
They aie determined to educate their children, unlike the laniU 
where the political physiciims allow the patient to perish whifet 
they wrangle ovei' how to save him — what physic is to he or is nut 
to be given. They will emancipate theii- women" and convert 
them into "persons." They piovide against pauperism, and tliejf 
study to briug the musses up to tlie high standaixl of PrussiA ami 
Belgium. They would assimilate their army to that of France, 
not presen'e n " sham anny," or an " arnij' of deserters." 
They would model tlieir navy upon that of the United Stat«», 
not " Monitors,"— and so forth, 

There is everytliing to liojie from n race with jirepossessious 
for progress towards siudi a high ideal. Of late yeai-s iu 
England it has been the fashion of the many nou-tliiukei's to be 
facetious about " ideas ;" I and yet I would ask what word best 
describes the su]! press ion of the export slave-traile and its 
expression, the Sentimental or Coffin Squadron? "What bnt an 
idea is it to send thousands of missionaries bearing the " breiul 
of life " to the heathen of Asia, Africa, America, and Australaaui. 
whilst the children of the kingdom star\'e at home ? On the 
Bame piineiple some acute obsen-er discovered that Napoleou 
Bonaparte alwa3'8 spoke of glory : Aithm' Wesley invariably 
used the word duty. No truer measure of ilifference in mentAl 
statm-e between the Exile of St. Helena and the oisTier of 

* At a lime »lien comiomi wiisc i» (ages in the uumngemcnt ot cliildren, jw- 

demanding the pdjti™! cmanci]Htlian nf iHirt^i, and aerranta, and in real treaitM, 

womni in England, it it cnrions to rraul an diwpiU apparent secloaioD, whidi in modat 

old book, tbs " Travels of Miraa Aim Taleli vnmtn ii alirnTs voluntary. 
Khan" (179S-1803: LongmanB, 1814), show- f Of course this don not opplf to tlwa 

log the aDperior liberty of the sex amonggt who do think, " B«be1 lions an M<v 

Moslem races. He admirably acoounta for really unconqaerable until Uiej htm h- 

the vulgar prevalent idea that the Asiatic ooine relielliooe for an idea," ta^ Xt. 

wife is a sJare, and proves that alie has J. 9. Mill u-ith profound troth. 
orw Jior £uropeau sister immenAe ailvaa\- 
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Apsley House can well be imagined. Duty was at once 
entlu'oned, if not deified; it was real, solid, practical, English 
(wliich mostly means routineer); whilst glory was romantic, 
flimsy, flippant, French. The effect was to exaggerate the 
involuntary evils wliich Bacon* and Locke carried out to 
extremest doctrines, bequeathed with all their immense services 
to our national mind. Hence the bit of truth in the often 
quoted sa}dng, " a nation of shopkeepers," which still stings too 
hard. The one-sided view of life made the eye say to the 
hand, " I have no need of thee.'* And worse still, it pitched 
unduly low the tone of thought by satisfying men with a 
moderate tangible desideratum, and by ordeiing the spuit to go 
so far and no fai*ther. For what is Gloiy, rightly understood, 
but Duty nobly done, and honourably acknowledged by the 
world ? Is it not the temple of Ideality, to be reached only 
by the steady plodding path of Eeality ? 

* Thus a popular writer of the present day gravely informs us that Bacon's way is 
* * the only way of procuring knowledge. ** 



CHAPTER XXXVII. 

TO ITACOLUMI PEAK. 



PeloB ingremeH trilhoa U 

Da Serra Alttva. que oa CKbe90B vrgni 

Colvos, orripiadoB. 

[Jaaqnim Norberto de Sauz« Sll 

The eveuUig of tlie last day Bhowed thick and beaTy 
surging up from tlie lowlamla, autl cai'eei'ing over tlie Peak. X 
judged it to be a sign of cold, perhaps of snow. I auguiti 
jmd too riglitl}', that it was rain. Heavy sliowers fell at intemls 
during the night, and the morning waa misty. We were la W 
guided by Sr. Jose da Costa Lana, an employe of the Coo- 
mendador. He opined that the clay-paths or rock-streets waiii 
be slippery, and that tlie hangings of puii>le eloud upon tin 
Biunmit would conceal the Wew. We i-esolved, however, to tab 
our chance, and about 8 a.m, we found ourselves u|K>n tJu 
Marianna road. 

Presently we turned off to the south, and making eastii^ 
reached the little church of Padi-e (Joao de) Faria (Fialbv). 
another ancient colonist : a fine Cruzeiro or stone-cross stands in 
front of it. In the hollow lies the " niine of Padre Farin," M¥ 
filled up witli rubbish. It dates from the first Golden Age ot 
Minas : the " old men " have rnn levels into the liurd Itxie, 
the position on a hill side will enable it to be unwatered without 
much piuuping : therefore Mr. 8. Ollivant, of Oin'o I>tvt*>, 
proposes to exploit it by means of a Company. The nuia 
auriferous reins dip nortliwai-ds, and the Uteral brnnchcs foim 
s in all directions. The material is " CaiToeira " (plara of 
■coal) or rich Jacutinga, Pedni Mnlata (Adularia), a felspar 
eontaining gold, sometimes in sight and sometimes not, and 
finely disseminated spots and lura]iy lines of arsenical pj-rites. 
iThe precious metal is found also in pot-holes (panellas), in 
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cavities called " foniiigiieiros " or nnt-1iole». The nssay gave b 
carat of '23 and 23*3, aud the loss in ti-eatmeut was 5 per cent. 

TiuiiinK to the right, we crossed a spur of ground, and fell into 
the " Fiinil" Valley; over the torrent inishiiig down the ileeji 
black gap is thrown a verj- shaky bridge, with the " garde-fou " 
on the ground. Here is a email cascade which perhaps merits 
its ronianttc naiue, " Cachoeiin rie Cintra." ■ Aft^r a h>ng 
elbow to the east, we turned westward, and began a aerioua 
ascent, which presently showed us a clump of white houses, in 
which we recognised Passngeni. ^Iiu'ianua and its pretty basin 
are liidden by a hill, but a qiuirter of a mile ride to the left shouts 
tliem in bird's-eye phin. From the ei)iscoi)al city there is a line 
of ascent, but it is desciibed as n kind of gulley, and many of 
the citizens had never heard uf it. 

t)n these heights we passed fellows with pistols slinking about 
tlie bush : they had jirobably been baulking the recmiting 
iillicer. In the Bnuil, where leagues ai'e many ajid where men 
are few, people readily follow the precept uf Montesquieu, "If 
you are accused of having stolen tlie towers of Notre-Dame, bolt 
at once." Here " miserum est dejirensi," not for that sin only, but 
for all offences. There were two places, mere ledges of rock witli 
loose stones, up which the mules had to spring like goats. The 
vegetation dwindled as we rose liigher, and the ground was 
clothed with tlie dwarf Sumaru and otiier Bronielias. Tliese may 
be compared with the '" arbres des voyageui-s " in vaiious regions. 
A fidl-gi-own plant gives a pint of wutej-, collected between tlie 
stalk and the bases of the lejives. \\'hen fresh it in pure, whole- 
some, and free from vegetable taste, but not "nectar." After a time 
of di'ought tlie fluid becomes turbi'l, a line blai-k mould collectw in 
it, and dead insects and lire tadpoles, esjiec-ially those ofa Nmall pale 
yellow frog (Hyla luteolal, require it t'> be filtered. The shnihby 
growth suggested the Camipato-tick ; but we are now above hut levi^ I. 

.Vfter an hour's ride we reached tlie In«t and highest spring, 
and here the two negroes, who i^arricd tlie provision banket, de- 
clared they would await iw, as we were ni»w close to tin- " Stone." 
T)ie proposition wa.t at once overruled. Itafdumi I'eak rose 
straight before us, now a sjtectre looming tail through the grey 
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mist, then conii)lftely wwpped in tloiid-siVBthe, tlicn standing «tf 
mth Rtai'tliii;:; flistiuctneHs, It looked like n ilianiond ediliiad 
t)ie " Sen-a do Cni-&;A," aiid indeed the iuat«riiU is tlit^ some. II 
Bi»o reniiDded me of Pilot Knob, Mo., where 700 fret <j 
iron Hve piled in "inasseB of nil sines, from a pigenn's egg (o1 
middle-sized cLmt-li." Both mother iinil eluld neem to cbof 
»hape when viewed irom each huiiili-ed jtards. But a bdl I 
impnssnble forest lay between us and our bourne, and these giu( 
nlwavB look niucli nearer tliau they really are. Therefore «i 
" sprang " the niggci-s. 

Many placeti in the Brazil are called " Itjicolumi." 'J'hei* tt 
two others in Jlinaa — one to the west of Itiiinhe, called alsa frai 
its seven fiummits " Sete Peccados Mortnes : " another is on tl 
right bank of tlie T'pper S. l-'ranciBOo, snuUi of Paiiuia^nii, ai 
there is a thii-d and a fourtli to the noi-tli-west of Afai-auhou. Tta 
word is properly rendered " Pedi'a e Menino," Stone njid Pii]>poost 
(lled'skin cliild). Mr. Walsh niisti-anBlates it " child of sti.ine;'' 
and he is followed by Sr. Norberto de Souza Silva, who expUist 
"Ita-comuii " hv "Mancebo de Pedi'a." • It is also wnttcs 
" Itacohuny," and more esnctly " Itacolumini." t 

This Peak has given its name to a rock, or rather to three v 
different kinds of rock. Tlie older writei-s apply " Jtneohunitt" 
to a wliite or jellow sandntone, flexible like a plaii- ()f g 
perclia, lenned a " p-eat geological curiosity " by niir jithBi 
It is found in C^eorgia and North Carolina, and it /^reatljr 
resembles that of tlie Lower Hunalaya, in which thin Inyers U 
the silicious gi'annlar matter are associated with small plalas of 
talc. The " Pedia elastica " was described two centnries and t 
half ago by the Padre Anchieta. Dr. Charles WetbenlT 
(American Journal of Science and .Vrt) dechn-es tlint the pr*- 
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Do IlMolnmi, gentil niaucrlMi 
Que o Inili'o converUr'Se in petira th'i. 
{A Ciibf^ ilu Martyr), 
t Cnrioiw tn («y, Sr. 11. J. da 8ili-» 
QninuknUs (p, 408, Powias: Itinde Jiuein), 
UAmi«r, 18UA; declikroi thnt "lucohiiii; " 
WDB B name xiibBtilulcil Tor "Ilemnnto" 
bjr ilio poet UUiidio MjuiiieL Tves D'Kwiii); 
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a, however, Uio noiiiidi were hardly 
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<alin\ miiMlD-ageil; fl. Tlimi' 
S[. Hil. (III. ii. 26]) EJvn 
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't ihonld not be (poken. 
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TO ITACOLTFMI PEAK. 



Vdilmg oiiiiiioii as ti> Ihe elnsticity of the stone resulting from 
tilt! presence nf mica is erroneous, and tliat if n tliiii plate of this 
sandstone be subjected to examination by tbe microscope, the 
flexibility will be found to depend upon minnte articulations 
where the sand-Riaina interlock. In my specimens the atone 
ftbonnds in light yellow mica, and when the friable material 
cnunbles, the two main component pai'ta at once separate. Near 
Sao Thome das Letras, before alluded to, there is a fine quaii'y 
of this elastic vai-iety. In the deeper parts the sti-ata become 
thin, and gi-adually pass into natiu'al slabs of the finest quai-tzite, 
stratified quartz, of coiuse losing all elasticity. 

This flexible stone is not the matiix of the diamond and the 
tiipax, although sometimeB associated with it. Diamantine 
■■ Itacolimiite " is, m will presently appear, a hard talcose rock 
of distinctly laminated quartz, white, red, or yellow, gi-annlar, 
w'itli finely dissemiiiated points of mica : it is either stmtified 
or unstifitified. In !\Iinas the name is populai-ly given t<i 
the refractory sandstone grits, and to a fine crj'stalline rock 
evidently affected by intense beat. Cuiious to say, Itacohuni 
Peak consists neither of this, nor of tliat, nor of the other, yet 
its name has been given to all three* 

The last fonnations, laminated quartz and sandstone giits, 
form mtli Ttaberite, almost all the Iliglilands in this pai-t of 
the Bi-a/il. Considerable confiision is often caused by the triple 
itsi; of the word. I'hns JI. Halfieldf explains Itacolumite by 
" (jufti-tzo-schistoso, scliisto de quartzo, micachisto-quartzoso, 
gelenk-qnartz, and elasticher sandstein." In school-books each 
nutlior interprets it his own way. Tt would be well to limit it, as 
(iardner does {Chap. 13) "to hard iron slate." 

I^eaving tlie water, we turned westward, passing the Capao dos 
Inglezes or " Tree Motte " of English pic-nickers, which reminded 
me of a certain estancia at Teneiife. J cannot find tJiat any 
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lic, w rcgnnls the 
Islamite," lo quote what M. fioubee 
n'iUi great truth idnut tbe group* d( the 
TnuuitioiuJ fonnatiaa known an SilnrUn 
and Cuobriui, — "I ciuiiiot undenitaiid Uia 
ueccanty of going to seob jd a. corner of 
Eu^and tlie type of iliTuioiiH and a clawt- 
licatioo of M impoiiaut a nature ubicii JK 
found fully developed in NarmaDd; and 
BrittAOj, Cereaues, Ardennes the Fyre- 
BMa graendly, ftc." igain, what can 1« 



n-orae than W snhetitute "Deronian" for 
" Old Red SandBtfloe," for a lyxtem irhi(>li 
extends not only orer Northeni Europe, 
but alw over Nortbern America. " Ita- 
columite" in it« three ecTeral aenBei be- 
longs to the globe, not to Minns Qereea, to 
■ hich but not by vhich it haa been lindted. 
t Relatoriu, on p. 78. He might hue 
termed it more (mctWiIs 4i»W« Vftc^-*- 
mits, grMwilai ot nuaiUneie \\wAtoii**, 
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of the writing trftvellera linve made Uic nscent, yet nil the Hlentn 
hftvesd (lime. About tliis Cnpiio is a fine site for a siimll settlemul! 
I the hydi'opathist who "iiiiiss gebii-ge liabeii " w-ill here find* 
the (Iry season the clearest nil* nnd t}ie pui-est wnl^r. Our n 
operation was to lose tlie way amongst patlis rtuuif^'ing tu e 
rhumb, and we went too frn- west towards tlie ItRlitiin TJlh^id 
gleamed white upon its lull. At last, after a tough sU-iiggU «wi 
rocks and slides, we passed round to the si>iitli of iJie "Slow.* 
and after three honra' riding stood a little above it. The wi] 
goat-tmck numbered some six lo seven miles, aud the i 
distance cannot be moi-e than tlu-ee, for we lieard the clocks t 
Ouro Preto striking the bom". 

After a fight with the high winds I boiled the LheruiL>iiu4ir, 
wbicli gave 5860 feet," still showing that the culmiiiRtiug r 
in tliis section of the Brazil is, as in Eusteni Afi-icn, the MaritiiM 
Chain.t We tlien proceeded to examine the singular formatidiij 
and the ii-on-etone so distracted mj- bearings, that they deittn 
little confidence. Tlie base is a short ridge, a latitudinal expffl- 
Bion, a veitebra in the " SeiTa Grande " or do Ksi>iu]ia^it, whitli 
here trends from soutli to north. The material is " Jnt-utingi." 
soft micaceous and femiginous schist, " Itacoluiuite" prDpw" u 
liard iron slate, and quartzose micaceous slnt«, witli a dip of 6P< 
The " Ita " rises on the western side of a iiuuin-slia]>ed i 
bluff to the west : it is one of the many ]iikes and organs which' 
at lower elevations ai'e seen biiatling over tbia ]>ai-t of the t-hain. 
and it is smrounded by huge blocks and boiUdei's of all shaj^s 
and sizes. To judge by the eye, it lies 500 to 600 feet below the 
highest point of the parent-bluff, wbich, seen from tlie west, ha* 
& tabulai' form ; and thus the extreme height abt>ve s*^a ]t\el 
would he about 6400 feet. Tlie " Pedm" is a core of the biml«st' 
iron-slate, black and polished like a metal casting, and tlie surfiM 
ebows joints but no stratification, whilst the sides are striped If 
wind and weather into vertical and inclined striie. Formerlr it 



* The ditibI eMim&te is ibnut 8000 
pat[uiui=ri7S3 English feet. Mr. Gcrher boa 
J750 ii«tna=57a7 feel, and Mr. Keith 
Jnhnatan'a lost nap STSO feet. Itj nbser- 
TAtionn »ti H lerel with tlie ■unimit of the 
Peilrn giro B8U0 feet iil«™ »e«-lev«l (It. P. 
aor-EO. Temp. 67°), or 2487 feet .bovo 
Ouro Prrto. At Iha Hvrmit'i Cave Wlo* 
'f^VMM" 1 aUuMd SOU V^C. 



3uS°'l, Tomp. 50°) ntxire oa-leTEl. ai 
"llfl feel below the "Ita." 

t Neirly half ■ mitiiiT ^o il nt- 
reuiarkeil tlixl tlieM Orgui UBuataiB^ 
where eren mnail i-laciers are found, wmU, 
like the Stiaf Augelo Moualiuiu of tte Ibf 
of Nnples, supply the Fliimrtieiu» wilk 
ioe, which tbey inipori at a high pnoe. 
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i be ascended by a chain fastened to the suiiiniit ; tbi!^ aid 
' disappeared, and notliing but a tty or a lizard could 
1 up its smooth metal. 

B then proceeded to view tbe " Cohinii." Seen from Om-o 

i it a[)penrs almost to touch tlie mother stone, ii smooth slope 

terreuing. It is found to be sepaiated by a deep gap of loose 

Q1U8, protruding rock, and decomposed vegetation, and tbe 

i matted with a tangled gi'owtb of trees and slirubs, thorny 

thes and Uianas, which catch the legs like man-traps. De- 

mding to the east, we stood opposite a dark mass of tbe same 

lie formation and aspect as the upper feature ; the shape was 

t of a gorilla's skull, not unlike, hut about three times larger 

the " Bosistow Logan Stone." Slipping down sundry 

tck-di'ops, we found below the eastern base a cross and a 

mve once iuliabited by a hermit. A skull was lately jiicked 

> in this Troglodytie refuge, which the black guide called 

' Sariio ; " * and doubtless it has given shelter to many a 



irning after a difficult climb to tbe breakfast-ground, we 
ion asceilained that tlie two negroes left to guard tlie provauut 
i spent theii" time well — were dnink as ditmk could be. They 
1 the penalty by not reacliing home before mitbiigbt, and how 
f reached it at all without cat's eyes is still a puzzle to me. 
e last slu'ed of mist bad now been uielted by tbe sun of noon, 
\ the tall pillar glowed and glanced in the fervid rays like a bar 
f specular iron-stone. A little to the east of nmlb t lay the 
of Ouro l'reti>, sitting stiffly upon tbe biiitl bii> of SSo 
ibiistiito, with feet ilipping to the sti-eam-bank on its south, 
lebind it lay the brown lines of the lloiro de Santa Anna, craggj, 
pth mined cbapcl ; a little to the west of north sti'etched tlie 
pitie liuea of the " Scrm do Cai'ti^a," and north the Piedade 
like a lumpy cloud, closed tlie horizon. On the souUi- 
t the jagged walls of S. Jose d'El-Rei struck the eye, and the 
i-est was a tumbled surface of rounded bills subsiding into longer 
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HOiith-eAst or Oiinj Pnibi. Mr. Johnxton's 
jiiita it too fnr lo the itniah-wait. I look 
luaringa, but whcD iiroti*ltJ ihej liruved 

t Mr. GonloD took an ohaemtlojt fiam 
the cii>t«rn lids of tbe Tutk haw, wtwiwii 
the ■irart«m ymeS. ol »lm Swra. ^ YvA»ia 
bore Aa<i nortU. 
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Hud more levi^l Uiies rs they reached tlie liiii of the ba^n iu nliosea 
centre we btood. 

The de»ceut was far more pleasant than tli* ascent, not alm^d 
the case in Brazilian mnle-travelhng. The beauties of i 
enchanting prospect lay full before us, and thus we could enjoy* 
tlie "unfading nud inexhaustible pleasure wtucli the face o( 
Xatuie always gives when presented under new and vaning 
aspects." In the lower levels smokes by day and nightly blazf 
show that the gi-ass is beiny fu-ed ; the proceeding, however, 
punished at this season with "posturas" or lines, because the j 
biida, especially the fine game Cadoma,* at wliich dogs pointi J 
ore nesting. Thiy sensible idea desenes to be canied out beyond J 
the limits of city juiisdiction. The afternoon was magnificf 
and we returned long before sunset, delighted with onr excursiooJ 
and giiit«ful to oiu- guide, Sr, I^ana, who had made the toil 9 
gi'eat a i)leasm'e. 



* S. Hit (III. ii. 303) sunjiectK tbat the 
(^ulonin IB the IVnuuuii brevi]icB of Poht, 
Hid that tbr Penlii Ofntt™'"!, or Iniunbu) The other a 



is the T. rafiAce&s. Both wonls a 



taken Ihc Juo iTiiin 



" liSrtriilBe," and ' 
u America mnd Brititdi luilu. 

mi kinds of Tinunni in I 
■ noctlTBgiu), dtacriW J 



from Portngii], anil applieil Ui hinlit of tlic liy rrinco Mux. A bu^r 
New World, (pecifionJly, and ofWn gene- Mscflai '"" " 

rioilly, iliBwent. The sinio wim d"nc with 



CHAPTER XXXVIII. 



■THE MINEIRO. 



TUE MLVKIKO HISTOBICALLV VIEWED.; 

BKKoitE Uftving the IiiijieriHl City, wliith is the moderii tj-jie 
old Minns, it appeal's ndvisable to give a sketeh of its iuhabi- 
it, Uie Mineii'o, who, hke his ancestor the Fuiilista, is still the 
)ical man in the Bmi^il.* 

The first colonists IVora Portugal settled in S. Paulo in the 

rlier lialf of tlie sixteenth centuiy. As happened to the 

igees from England, the morgue of the old country reprc- 

ited theui to he mere rotui'iers.^ The uceurate and pains- 

ig Santistii l''r. Gaspar Madi'e de Deus has, therefore, 

lougbt proper to investigate the origin of the settlers at Santos, 

now the port of y. Paulo, nuit he has pro^'ed that they belonged 

to honoin-able families in Portugal and Italy. 

The blood wan, ui fact, too honounible; it brought \vith it 
nn almost insane vanity, commonly called pride of birth, and tlic 
immediate result was a deterioration of i-ace. ^Tiite women were 
ni'ely imported to a countrj' which was in a chronic state of savage 



* My »|iM» will i-ennit nie lo touih 
iijHin tiie iniliject very lightly | iDoreOTsr, 
lliiiiiighaut these Tolnmo! n TBri«ty if 
.1 iilhrojiolnpall note* Imivb been recorileil 
u IiersTBr Oie subject suggested them. 
I t Berth PanlistiM anil Portugncno can now 

L nSorA La guiiln at the wittieiain.4 of the old 
I tiimoily-writcr (iftry4o. 
I Piwecc-iue igae eiitou eatrc FaulUtM, 
fe Que urotaiuto Cangonha, ma atnnliun 
^V Co' K fnlinliKt illiiitre <lcs(wni|«ni'i.-i 



Du seus cUrna Avua, qn« du ti, fnmui 
Km jaleco s cenmUn. 
" Methinkn l<y P.-LiiliiitAf girt I stalul, 
Who full of wiiuty 'Mate' atutlti'ii Ui 
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, ami the settlei-s, aa a rule, di&ilHined to intemmnr nilll' 
laughters of the Iledskiii. Yet, as iii the United StaUs, nm 
irith tlie free-honi but barl>Ai'i>ufi bluod ■ were never 
tiBgracefiil, and in process of time some Iiouses lia* 
twast their descent finm the " Indian Princess." 

But when ngricultm-e begiiu in e«mest the A( 
imported, and the servile mixture, at all times uiid in all filiresi 
dishonoui- amongst white races, who in this i>oinl obt-y a 
Oneriing instinct, advanced at n rapid pace. I cnii quolr tht 
B of a city in Minas where amongst three thousand, or inclol- 
ing the vicinity, five thousand sonls. there are only two fiuuilia 
of pure Eiu'opean blood. Ou tlie coast the colonists [oiai 
opportunities of maiTj-ing their daughters to men from iho (M 
"World, and the lowest of "lugh-boni beggars " wtis prefcn-eilU 
the wealthiest and most powerful of mule-breeds. But in tbt 
Interior mulattism became a uecessai-y evil. Hence, even to ita 
present day, there is a strange aversion to inamage, which, inw 
l^oung a country, forcibly sb'ikes tlie observer. Men do not lib 
^» " many for ever," and the humane T.atln law, which factlittM 

9ie naturalisation of illegitimate chilch-en, deprives matrimony J 
m especial inducement. Hi'a/ilinn moralists have lung sioM 
taken Uie evil in hand, and have even pioposed that public 
employment should be refused to those living openly in u state «f 
concubinage. The day of sumptuary and domestic laws, Lowevrt, 
J8 now departed, and men no longer respect rulers who cannot 
Bepamte the private fi-om tlie public lives of their subjects. 

Presently to hunting red-skins was added another indnsbj— 
gold-digging. Before the end of the century' wtdch witnessed the 
establishment of the first Poituguese colony, multitudes lloclwd 
to tbe Far AA'est, and thus much of the noblest Pnulista blood 
il>ecamc Miueiro. Tbe "turbulent riches of melflls"did their 
asnnlwork ; a vagrant horde, a " c oil uvies gentium," displayed all 
the rowdyism and ruftiimJsiu which we of this day have wituesseil 

a California, San Francisco, and Cai-son City. An was said of 
the Indians, tbe immigrants had neither " F., Ii., nor H " — Faitb, 

jaw, nor Iluler — and the motto of the moving mnltitwdc sMrns I0 

ave been — 

Quon dinheiR) Uvet, 
Fani D que qaiwi.t 



^ As 1 am not writing a history of Mitins, a mere sketch of events 
Hrliich distingaished her cajiitiil will show the spii'it which 
HHiiinated the race. 

H Shortly after the " Wai- of the Emboabas" the village of 
Buitonio Diaa was promoted, by the Act of June 8, 1711, to 
Bownship, with the merited name of " Villa Rica." Between 1700 
Hind 1713 the Koyal Quint of gold had been raised upon the batea 
Bftr pan ; in 1714, however, D. Braz Baltliasar Silveira, in its 
^ptead, estahUshed capitation Fifths and toll-houses (Registros or 
Hpontagens). The Intter aided in the collection by taking dues 
^nwn all imports. In 1718 tliey were tlismembered from the 
Hp^fths and were fanned out. In 1719, when D. Pedro de Almeida, 
lEJonde de Assuraar, Governor and Captain-General of Minas, 
Httoposed, instead of the poll-tax, to erect pubHc mints and 
Jpnelting-house s , serious troubles took place. At Onro Podre, the 
^Behest place adjoining Ouro Preto, some two thousand men rose 
Hb arms, and about midnight of June 28, razed the foundations of 
^Hie building that had been begun, and attempted to massacre the 
Hpavidor Geral of the C'omarca, Martinho Vieira. This \'iolent 
■partisan tied, leavuig his house to be plundered. Gn July 2 
mBie mutineers compelled their Municipal Chamber to take 
^Bie van, and, marching to the " Leal Villa de N* S" do Carmo." 
H^w Marianna, forced their fifteen conditions upon the Governor,* 
PlSome of the articles signed by the contending parties are quaint 
■ in tlie extreme- The authorities are accused of "working more 
miracles than Santa Lusia," in defrauding the people, whilst 
No. 11 runs thus ; " They (the insurgents) require that the Com- 
panies of Dragoons shall feed at their own cost, and not at tlie 
expense of the pubUe." 

Thus the mutineers obtained their pardoji, which was, of 
course, officially null. The ringleaders (os cabe^as) returned to 
Villa Rica; and, in the pride of success, divided the spoils of 
war. The Mestre de Campo, Pascoal da Silva Guimaraes, 
disposed of various appointments ; his son, D, Manoel Mos- 
queira da Itosa, elected himself Ouvidor ; and Sebastiiio da Veiga 
Cabral, becoming President of an independent organisation. 



L * The Ivttcr of Uio Count ot kisamni, in Almauuck, ISfll (p. fiS). SouDicy {iii. 

I dcKTibing Uui " horroroan molim " ia 38, 16H— Itll) haa tranalBteil tha Connt'i 

I printed ia the Almanack, 1805 (p. 101 — Tepoit ]iJiiioM lilenllj, and has thtw Ulwn 

^^104), tad the lUDditiun* T Mefc & rigaad » ooe-mded vis* of Ui« >r ~ 
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instanced, in a friendly way, the Governor to take refuge at Si 
PaiUo, 

But tlie Count of Assumar was now prepared for energeti 
action. He sent a Company of Dragoons to Villa Rica, seiza 
Cabral and despntclied him to Ilio de Janeiro. On Jnly 15 I 
laid hands upon the rest of the " poderosos," " with many othd 
accomplices, whose multitude caused him to forget their names;" 
amongst thcni, however, were Frei Vicente Botelho, Fr. Francisco 
de Monte Alveme, Joao Feireira Diniz, and Felipe dos Santoft 
Tlip latter had been sent to Cachoeira do Campo with the view li 
raising the people, described by their ruler, in liis " grand way," 
as a " vil eanalha." He was chosc-n as an example to terrify the 
captives, and was torn to pieces by four wild hoi-ses in the streeli 
of the capital. Pascoal, the ringleader, was sent to Lasbaii| 
where he brought an action against the Governor, and died befon 
he could establish _his innocence. The rest, "who had bee 
bluided by the demon," were imprisoned, and their goods wei 
burned without fonn of process on the hUl of Ouio Podre, trhidk 
thence tooit the name of Morro da Queimeda.* 

Immediately after tiiis affair, Minas Geraes was dismembered 
from the captaincy of S. Paulo,, and Villa Eica was made her 
capital. On August 18, 1721, she received her fii-st GoTcmor 
and Captain-General, D. Louren^o de Almeida. He established 
the foiuidries and mints, which at once produced counter* 
feiting. In 1730 a society was established at Rio de Janein 
to defraud tlie Quint, and one Ignacio de Souza Ferreira, 
Mauuel Francisco, a man of rare mechanical ability, were sen! 
out to find a proper location. They chose a " secnlar Bui 
fearful" forest at the foot of the Great Serra,+ near the place 
now called S. Caetano da Moeda — of the Coin, The affair cann' 
to the ears of the Viceroy ; he ordered tlie Governor of Minas t< 
maice inquiries, and presently two men timied " king's evidence."| 
The house was surrounded by anned men, Ihe chiefs were takes 
and, in 1731, Manuel Francisco was sent to the scaffold. Justit 
was executed with such severity, and the accomplices were a 



• TUo HiU of tio Baming. 

t Hence the ntnge took the nunc of 
" Semt dn Moedn"— of the Coin, Tliero 
am iitiU It^ndB of tnsiurc buried near the as tiuMc i 
"'tewliere the rtampinghouBe stood. OtLer forgotten 



CBloMiEhmcnts for (niinty'iag Jtvaui^ ti 
dot ap at Catu Altw dv MutO DcbW, H 
elEcwhers. Tho oainal piwo* vera 
as thoH iuncd 1^ tlie Mint, bnl I) 
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., that DesemLai'gadores were sent from Rio de Janeiro, 
md they brought actions ftgainst the authorities thwt had shown 
Kceas of zeal. In 1735 (Pizarro) the " Mint " of Villa Rica was 
Mlished, and from that time forward only gold dust was in 
rcnlation. 

is event, combined with the immense increase of contra- 
rendered foundries and mints well-nigh useless. On 
roll 20, 1734, a Junta of the people, assisted by delegates from 
be municipal bodies, met the second Governor, D. Andre de 
Mello de Castro, Conde das Galveas, accepted an annual composi- 
tion of 100 arrobas, 8200 lbs. of gold. But the palmy days of 
" pick and pan " were ended. In the next year a capitation tax 
was levied, shops and stores were heavily burdened, and gold was 
rated at IgSOO per oitava. These measures caused the greatest 
dissatisfaction, and finally, by Royal Letter of Dec, 3, 1750, 
D. Jose re-established the Casas de Fnn(lif;iio, and accepted as 
Quint one hundred nn-obas of gold. 

But Portugal, the Paterfamilias, was very fond of boiTowing, on 
every possible pretext, from tlie rich and unhappy bantling over 
the water. Imposts were devised to assist in rebuilding Lisbon 
after the earthquake of Nov. 1, 1755. These were continued by 
Royal Order of Jan. 4, 1796, when the Ajuda Palace was biirnt 
down. Tlie disimos or tithes were collected with such vigour 
that those who fanned them were, with rare exceptions, ruined. 
Tolls levied at ferries were sent to the Hume Treasury, which 
was further swollen by fees paid on taking office, or rather by the 
sale of posts under guveniment. The salt tax was made a 
burden. Stamped paper was not forgotten, and a forced "hterary 
subsidy " was imposed by Royal Order to defray the charges of 
provincial education, which was never given. And, beginning 
with 1711, large subsidies, donations, and benevolences — 
voluntarj', but under pain of the galleys — were required for 
the extraordinaiy expenses of the Court of Portugal. Sucli was 
the colonial system of those days, nor can any country in Europe 
charge its neighbour with conduct worse than its own. 'I'he 
inevitable end was to drive men to independence,* 

* Tlio VLicoDnt of Ktrlmcena lutd Irouglit to nil iLe sctnol circnUtion in llir PrDluncr. 

out the Un onlen fur tlis Ynlmitary •uli- On Iho trial of QonzaeB, it i>»b proved tlutt 

■idr ID the m&tler ot tho Ajndn Palace ; at llie poet bad Rrg«l the lotendant to levy. 

a time when the arreais of Viftiia aainiint»l not ouo year's Fifth*, l.>iV>Xui ^\a.\i Mwam. 

ta 700 anohaa. 2--',4iMl IIb. nf cnld, iiiuiil lie \i\oiu\wl VWl. \\c V»\ *o »«*& \t> >«*«» 



The iiieiiinr.iMe " iDconfidencia " was, it IiiiB bceu seen, tbi 
fii-st blow stiiiL'k. Liberty bty bleeding ami exliaiisted for a time; 
but sixteen yeai-a after tliat ti-agedy D. Maria I. and 1). Joao 
lauded at Baliia, and tlie colony became at once tlie iiiutlm 
countiy. Wien the constitutional movement begun, the Onro 
Pretans ai-ose with a will, and chose for their leader Lt.-Col. Jos4 
Maria Pinto Peixoto. The last of the Governors and Captains- 
General, U. Klanoel de Portugal e Castro, closed the gates of lua 
Palace, the doors were burst open, aud the cannon was taken out 
to command tlie streets. Next morning {Sept. 21, 1821) the 
people filled the square, shouting " vivaa " for the Constitutiotu 
They required tlie Municipal Chamber to elect a Provisional 
Goveniment, which at once entered upon its functions, beaded) 
much against his will, by D. Manoel. A second IVo^-iaion*! 
Govermneut was installed on May 20, 1822 ; political agitation' 
continued, and the people would not recognize the fntun 
founder as provisional ruler of the Empu'e, or Prince Regeni 
X>. Pedro, with his usual manliness and daring, alone and aftai 
an amusing scene at a place called the "Cliiqueiro," precediii| 
his escort, on April 9, 1622, entered the city ; he was rewarded 
with an enthusiastic reception,' On Jan. SO, 1823, the ComArct 
do Ouro Preto was created, and Villa Eica retook her old namej 
which, however, had never been forgotten by the people. Thft 
first President of the Province of Miuas Geraes, Jose Teixeira dt 
Fonseca Vasconcellos, entered upon office Feb. 29, 1824. 

Nine years after this event troubles broke out at Ouro Preto* 
but they were easDy suppressed. In 1842 the distui'bances were 
of a much more serious nature, aud assumed a form bordering 
upon secession. Since that time the Mineiro has been tranquil. 
But the past should warn statesmen that a mee so fiery f must 
have no reasonable subject of complaint, if it be expected Ut( 
remain quiet and content. Its sole grievance at present is wanfi 
of postal and telegrommic communication, of roads, railwaj-s — aa 
has been seeu, there is not yet a kilometre of rail — and rivei 



to couviDue tliB Home Quvcrnniint that the 
meoiure waa imponiblo, mil thus (o obtun 
a ramiasion of the debl. But tha juiigaa 
ver« of oiiiaioa that his abject hod bcon to 
increue the imlatian of the pcopln, uid 
more eipedillir mi the furiom Tira-deotw 
hmd alrnul; mmted tlie quettion with an 
intenUoa irbkli he tcomcii to lienir. 



' The Becoud visit « IS ni . 

and immodklel; after it the Eiii[>aRir 

+ In thia point they su^^est the Bi^i 
of vhom the celehrated Qonxalo PemudN 
de CArdoTa used to wt that li« would nti^ 
keep lions this garem them, 
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mTigatioii ; "itli tlienu improved it amy L'oiilideiitly luok to n great 
Q<1 glorious future. 



Sectkin II. 
THE PHYSICAL MAN. 



I will here offer a few remarks upon tlia descriptive fiiitiiro- 
l>o]ogy of Minaa Geriies. 

Before tlio stranger lias passed a niontli in tlie Brazil lie liegins 
to distinguisli tlie native from the European. Tlie Brazilian * 
bears the same physical relation to his ancestor the Portuguese 
as does the Americwi of the Union to the Britisher. Dming the 
last three centuries and a-half tlie New-World European has 
developed a more nervous temperament ; he has become lighter in 
weight — tlie maximum mean in the masculine gender is usually 
assumed, in the Brazil, atfoiiraiToba3=128 lbs., about nine stone 
— and rather whj- and agile than strong and sturdy. Hence the 
Brazilian calls himself "Pe de Cabra," t or goat-foot, opposed 
to the Portuguese, who is " Pe de Chumbo," foot of lead. The 
latter also is readily recognized by the thickness and coarseness 
of his nose, — "noscitur a naso," like the old Eaglander of 
sanguine and lymphatic diathesis in New England. Here the 
nervous temperament accuses itself in the tliin, arched, and 
decided form of the organ, with tlie nostrils convoluted, and 
sU'ongly marked aire, and the high " bridge," which gives the 
lloman profile, full at once of energy and linesse. 

The older comparative anthropologists, fi-oni the great mono- 
l^enist Hippocrates to Buffon, Prichard, and Buckle, J made the 
gi-eat differentiator between nation and nation "climate;" i.e., 
the aggregate of all the external physical circumstances apper- 
tauiing to each locahty, in its relation to organic nature. And 
the first modem school being orthodox monogenists, boldly 
asserted that black and white skins — for the question was then but 
skin deep — were mere niO(Ufications of each other, produced by 



Pilho da Rcine, untnlitclir ealteil Fortl^ii, 
F^ ilo CKambo, Bicuila, Moriaheiro, Uallo^, 
oad w fortli. 

t An ^pnbrima tenn ini-cnteil lij- lUs 



eoeiniea of IlrMtlian InJeiwniluuco, anil tc- 
ccptal in k miHlificd signifiottiDB by the 
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I the complicated agencies which they evoked. This paliwhld 
f absmtlity was rejected by serious students almost as sood as it 
was propounded- Presently the anntomista und i)hysii)l<^ists, 
, pressing to the other extreme, ever^'where detected fixity of type 
\ with race, aud rnce only, in histoiy. " Race is everything," aui 
I Dr. KnoJt. 

I I venture to opine that the ti'uth lies between tlie two, and that 

both schools have generalised upon insufficient grounds. "Si I'an- 

' thropologie est encore si obscure, c'est peut-etre qu'on a beancoup 

1 trop raisonno sur cette science et trop peu observe." Thus says 

AugUBtede St. Hilaireiu 181!), and the dictum still deserves to be 

written in capital letters. 

The notable approxijiiation of the Ibero-Brazilian and tie 
Anglo-Aniericftu of the Union, two peoples sprung from two dis- 
tinct and different ethnic centres, can hardly be explabed 
except as the result of local causes, which have assimilated Uie 
advenre to the autochthonic type, tlie so-called Red Man.: " heDM, 
fur instance, the beauty, the smalluess and the delicacy of the 
extremities, which is oft«u excessive, degenerating into effemi- 
nacy : in the Portuguese and English the bauds and feet are 
large, fleshy, and hony, evidently made by and for hard use- 
Hence, too, the so-called " hatchet-face," conmion to the citizens 
of tlie Empire and the Republic, the broad and prominent brow, 
the long thin cheeks, flat or concave, the features generally more 
shaqjly miuked, and the protinidod, massive, and often clown 
chin, the quadrangidar raentmn, that striking peculiarity of 
" Indian" I blood. In both, too, the haii' is evidently changed: it 
loses tlie Caucasian or Aryan " wave," and becomes straight, lank, 
glossy, aud admirably thick. The whiskers are often "clem 
sown," and thus the facial pile is reduced to the "goatee," 
"which," sa3's M. Maui'ice Sand, " domierait I'nir vulgairc ft 
Jupiter Ini-meme." I 



" I ftm plaiBCcl to sou thnt Eacliwego 
doaics tbo copper rotmir lo the Aineric.-»n 
races as a rule, Thej nn born of a whitish 
jcllov iiiiga, and thej become u iiunltumt 

+ Tbo word " Indian," as Mr. Chsmoirlt 
warns us, proiierly speaking, uieana one 
born in Uic ViUlef of the Indus. Rut vbBt 
can tha imfartaDato anthropologist do in 
thaH fnung itajii, when such tarms aa Cnu- 
catiaa nsd Turaoian, Scniilic, Himiiic, 



and JiigibvlJc, uinat still be used (or 
(it bettor T 

t I quote Mr. Sand v-itbont » 
with him. The "gonlca" 
Driginal ; it also Buita the ' 

All tribes of Indiana ore 
a thin pile about the mou ^ 

only three incbea Inng. There ww n 
clan whom the Portugume called ftttt A 
largo beards, " DarbadeB." 
\io ob>iiiw<sl in [ 
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■This moiUticatitin of form nnd approximntion to the Indian 
I I hold to be n fact, and I cannot explain it except as tlie 
set of climate, which, in Iliudostan, develops the lymphatic, 
, in Utah territory, the iiervoua temperament,* This beUef 
" CreoUsm " may be liereticol, and, if so, the sooner it is stated 
I disproved the better.! But the instances popularly cited to 
(Ove the absolute permanence of race, as the Paraeea in Western 
, and the Jews in Aden — to quote a few of many — do not 
ich the question. These tribes have moved over a small area 
E ground : tliey have made httle departure in latitude, less in 
longitude. My observations come from the New World, where, 
with the exception of those tliat have passed over the frozen 
Arctic Sea \-ia Behring's Straits, all mammalia are specifically 
different from those of the so-called Old World. Under aimilai' 
conditions a distinct Creolism has been remarked by travellers in 
Austi'ulia. 

The Mineiro — meaning the man whose ancestors, or at least 
whose father is bom in the country — is easily known even amongst 



• The " tcmpersmont," alim, ia a ihithIj 
empirical xjntera, wbjuh will cease to ba 
ragorded wlicn tha chemistrjr of the blood, 
of irhich it is the effect, ahull have bouu 
aafficientlj atDJiocL The aubject a too e£- 
t«DsiTe for a foot-note, but it maj, I think, 
be ahoiTD that the Lum-Bnuilian, aa well 
as the Anglo-American, haa bcsn modilieil 
morally an well an phyaically by climnte, 
and haa aaaiiDtlatcd in national cliftracter lo 
the uboiiginefl. 

To the high deTelopmoDt of the nerrous 
dia;theaia ve muat attribute the remu'kablo 
facility with vhicli miauneriiUD, or aoinml 
magndtiBDi, acta both in the £inpiru nail in 
the Bepubtic. A imctitionet at Sia Paula 
found three out uf nine atudcuta subject to 
the iafluooue, Bttnurdinary ctUKs ale 
cited. At Hac(96, in the Province of 
Alag&aa, there ia a girt, the niece of the 
Boifio do J * * *, vho, they loy, can, b? 
power of rotilion, give lo a glaa of i 
thei ■■ ■ 



t, the all. 
' liquor required — milk, 



peannce of i 

wine, or liqueur : ane n«», moreoTer, pro- 
duced in it diatinct layen, each preaerring 
ita peculiarity. A conunittee of aix medi- 
cal loou uaisMd ut the triul, where, tuorc- 
over, wna n prufcKiiana] prestidi)^taleur, 
who conferaed himiolf unable to under- 
utand, though ho had often shown the trick 
in the way of trade, hD<* tlio cbanges wore 



effected; Mr. Spenser St. John toil> a 
aimilar atory (ii. 262) of a woman in 
Borneo proper, who cooked one of hia own 
eggs by simply breathing upon it. 

It is now too late to ignore aubjocta aa 
imimrtant us introriaion, tltought-rooding, 
ond medical clairroyance. The majority of 
men, who have never witnesasd the phe- 
nnmeuo, will of course deride and dialike 
the subject. Not go he who aeeka to nnder- 
Bloud the causes of things : he will hold it 
incumbent upon him lo invEstigala the 
trulh to tha utrowt, and he will modi^ 
his IheorioB to facta, not facts to liii 
theories. 

t " The nt^fnWB who liaTO l«)en bred in 
the States, and whose fathers haia been ao 
ired before theu, differ both in colour and 
form from their brothers who hove been 
bom and nurtured in Airieo." (North 
America, by Mr. A. Trollope, Chapter B.) 
8ui>eriliciAlly we have all obaerred this. 
And the value of the obaerration ii tha 
greater because the author haa no theory to 
support, and apparently is not an onthro- 
pologiat "SomrinfluHncfldu contart da 
hi roco bhuiche isaja M. loaiai, L'Bapoea 
Cfleeto, p. 217), ot ■urtonl |iar I'cffoct du 
melange qui tend i a""jA«r, il ae fonne 
una race de noin boaneoup plus intdligentv 
quecelle dcs nigra d'AItvi^" 
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Brazilians, nor can his penilinritiea be explained by " bot-a 
s and dollar-worsbip." He is a tall, lean, gaunt figare, whJti, 
»lien exaggerated, repi-esents our popular long and laiik U. 
Quixote. There is no want of the " intellectual bapUBm," in 
hvation, viilgftily called " blood." The iranie is sinewy and wdi 
formed for acti^-ity : it is straight as tliat of a Basfjue, not like tin 
rill sergeant's, and even laboming men do little to bend that 
ike our round-shouldered peastintiy. The neck is long, and the 
rjTix is prominent; the tltorns often wants depth. The hip 
md pelvis are mostly narrow ; the joints, wrists, ' and ancles, an 
, and the legs are, as often happens amongst the T^tin racM, 
not proportioned in strength to tlie aims. Obesity is mre. b 
amongst the true Persians : it occasionally appears in men o 
advancing age, and it is considered nullo curabilis Banting. TIw 
short, square and stout-biult Portuguese shape, osseous «Mi 
muscular, is not, however, unfrequent. jVmongst the offspring of 
'Enghsh parents I saw seven of the gaunt nervous teinperamenl 
ind two of the John Bull. 

Many of the women have plump and rounded foiins, which nffl 
to extremes in later life, becoming pidpy or anatomical. Not i 
few possess that fragile, dainty, and dehcato beauty which iS 
atiangers remark in the cities of the Union. The want of out-of- 
ndoors labour and exercise shows its effect in the Brazil i 
'palpably as in tlie United States. The sturdy German frwis 
vho land at Rio de Janeiro look like tliree American wot 
Tolled into one. Travellers are fond of recording how tU^ vtt 
irith a pang, gu-ls and women employed in fiehl work, and thu 
[Bentimeut is, I beheve, popular. But they forget that in mode- 
ration there is no labour more wholesome, none better calculated 
to develop the form, or to produce stout and healthy progeny. 
[They should transfer the feeling to those employed in the factory 
a the workshop. 

The Mineii-o'a skin is of a wann dark brown, i-arely lit np at 
^e cheeks, and often yellow from disturbed secretion of bile, or 
from obstruction of the ducts, or from excess of choleio acid in 
Bio system, tinging the cutaneous blood vessels. It is, iu fkcl, 
ihe tint of Portuguese Algarves, where the Moor bo long 
»d bis home. Every variety of hue, however, is found, from 
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the buff colour uf Hoiitliem Europe to the leatlieiy tint of 
the mulatto. Here nil men, especially free men wlio are not 
hlflck, are white ; and often a man is officially white, but uatu- 
ijillv almoat a negro. This is directly opposed to the system 
of the United States, where all men who are not unmixed white 
lire black. 

The skull is generally dolicocephnlic, and it is rather coronal 
thiin basilar : rarely we find it massive at the base or in the 
region of the cerebellum: the sides are somewhat flat, and the 
constructive head ia rare aa a talent for architecture tu- 
iiiPchaiiicH. The cranium is rather the " cocoanut head " than the 
ItTiU-head or the biUJet-head. The colour of the haii' is of all 
Bhadea between chestnut and blue-black ; red is rare ; when blonde 
and wavy, or crisp and frizzly, it usually shows mixture of blood; 
it seldom falls off, nor does it turn grey till late iji life — also a 
peculiarity of the aborigines.* With us the nervous temperament 
in mostly known by tliin silky hair : here we have the former 
accompanied by a " mop." I have heard Englishmen in Brazil 
declare that their haii' has gronii thicker than it was at home : I 
so Turks in Abyssinia have complained to me that their children, 
though bom of European mothers, showed incipient signs of 
wool — tliey invariably attinhutcd it to the dimness of the climate. 
Though hair in the Brazil is indeed an ornament to women, it 
seldom grows to a length proportionate with its thickness. The 
deep-set eyes are straight and well opened: when not horizontally 
placed there is a suspicion of Indian blood : the iris is a dark 
brown or black, and the cornea is a clear blue-white — not dirty- 
brown as in the negro. The ej'e-brows are seldom much arched, 
and sometimes they seem to he arched downwards : the upper 
orbital region projects well forward. The mouth is somewhat in 
the " circumflex -accent shape;" and the thin ascetic lips are 
ih'awn down at the comers, as in the New England and the 



* The aa.me Is reniarkisl at Ibo negro 
Ixith in the Bnui[ uid at home. 

t Some Attribute the imprDTcment to 
tlio use df Xoi6 or Chocb6, the oil ex~ 
tracted tmm the kernels at the Dcndd 
ipolm-nnt (ElarUgninetiaU, »ho»p«rin>rp 
yiolO* the palm oil of oommerec). The 
kcmclsarc pauodeil in smnrtAr andgrDunil 
between nonai tilt roluDcd to a fine imlp : 
a bowl with 



hot water, und tha oil; matter is hkinmicil 
off th« surbca. Ths Braiilioui, Iwforc 
uBing it, plaee the Xo»6 in another Imwl 
vitb cold valor, and ai|nwe it to the dew 
for ^ght w*ten nights, changing the water 
ihul^. I am enrpriseil tliat Lhia article, so 
much used in Africa, and so ninch prued 
thronghaut the Tropitfl, has not found itx 
wa; to England, vhere beargreaH ot diiUhb. 
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;thmatic sufferei-s m Englaud, Tlie teeth, of «lend wbiie.m 

lUBimlly liable to decay : they require jiarticiilar utteution, nJ 

thus the dentist ia an iinportaut persou.* Young men of tvmtj- 

£vo sometimes lose theh- up]>er incisors, a curious contrast d tU 

jnouth and young hair. 

The expression of the Miaeiro's conntenance is more scrim 
than that of tlie European.! In his gait, the slouch of the b<« 
is exi-hanged for the light springing step of the Tupy. Hen« lit 
is an ludent sportsman, and the " countrj- squii'c *' ilvli^ts b 
bunting pai'ties, wliich extend from a week to two months. Tbt 
nomad instinct is still strong within bira, and he is iilwnys rva^ 
to travel : curiously enough, foreigners blmne this propensitr, 
and quote the old proverb about the rolhng stone. All are rida* 
from their childliood, and, hke the noiiliern backwoodsmen, Ihey 
prefer the outstretched leg with only the toe-tip in the stimp: 
this they say saves fatigue in a long journey ; moreover, as they 
Bit only by balance, tliey can easily leave tlie animal wlien it falb- 
Our liuiitiug seat and the hitohed-up extremities of the Mongol 
would be to them equally unendurable. It is to be obseired that 
all the purely equestrian races ride either as if squatting or 
Btandingup; and both equally abhor what we call tlie jnste mih* 
As ruptiu'e is almost imltnonTi where the leg is stretched out lo 
its length, I must attiibute this accident, so com:nau amongst oar 
cavalry-men, to tight belting the waist and to carrring umi«c«)- 
Bary weight. I Like the Bedouin and the Aborigines of the 
Bi-azil, tlie Mineiro is able to work hard upon a spare diet, hut he 
wUl make up manfully for an enforced fast. Self-reliant and confi- 
dent, he plunges into the forest, and disdains to hive with others 
and to cluig in lines to the river-bank. 

The race is long-lived, as is proved by the many authenttcated 
cases of centagenoriiuiism. Of the endemic diseases, the most 
remarkable are leprosy and goitre. 



* In a town of 16,000 bouIb, 1 hare kch 
Oave il(mtlBtE in one gbreel. Aa in Europe, 
80 in the Braiil, the bat are thou from 
the ITnited State* ; it a painful (a camponi 
with their light nod donble lulicla, the 
elunuf work o[ ddi country iimftitiancn, 
■od sometiinn «veu of ttis Ixinilonor. 

-h Thii ia nbia an " Indiiui" peculiarity : 
ftll traretlera meDtion th« gnTit; of the ited 
lUii'i look ; null some have winHneivteJ, 



□pan tlie acquired " mnxlintss " of tlweX' 
Itrosajon in ihc United BiaU». 

t llioiTowedfrDinth«pcopIe«"*tiiil«" 
which might he adopted to adTablMf* by 
our tmnpe». Wlien the animal ii reqiilNl 
to Btaml atill, the rider, on JiMnmWtlnf, 
puHB the liriclle otht ita lieoil, lUid alhm 
it (o lie upon the gniiitid. Hotmb 
mule* easil5 learn lo tiikn the hint 
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jeprosy, here called morpltea, and the patient mori>hetieo, is 
■Ho means so common in Minns as in S. Paulo, where it S2>are8 
ex, or station. Yet the races nre of kindred blood : the 
, climates are similar, and the diet is the same. Here it is com- 
paratively rare amougst the higher t-lasses, and as in ludla and 
Afiica, I have never seen a European affected by it or by its 
modification, elephantiasis. Various causes are assigned to the 
origin of this plague, once common amongst us." Some derive it 
from the Morbus Gallicnm; otliersfrora diet, especially from excess 
of swine's flesh : so in Malabar it is supposed to attack those who 
mix h&h and milk, which is held to be the extreme of bile-pro- 
ducing alimentation. ^Yll agree that it is hereditary. The 
attack commences with brown discolorations on the white skin, 
and ends with mortification of the members, necrosis of the 
hones, and death. Every drug has been applied to arrest its 
progress; even the bite of a rattlesnake has been tried. In 
ceiiain stages it is held to be highly contagious, and those suffering 
fiom it usually separate fi'om their families. The leper-class in 
the Brazil is dangerous, actively and passively. We may re- 
member that iji France it was known as " ladre." It is evident 
that in this Province, as in Sao Paulo, lazar houses are greatly 
rc'iuireil. 

If Minas has less leprosy, she is more afflicted with goitre 
thiiu her neighbour. The disease in Portugal is called " Bocio " 
and " Papeu'a," in Uie Brazil " Papos," f and the patient 
" Papudo." Pliny's assei-tion (ii. 37) " Guttur homini tantimi et 
siiibus intmnescit, aquarum ipue peUmtur plerumque Wtio," does 
not hold good here. Caldcleugh (ii., 258) saw goitered goats at 
Villa Rica. Mr. Walsh (ii., 63) declai-es that it attacks not only 
men but also cattle, and that cows are often affected by it. I 
have owned a dog with an incipient goitre, and have heard of its 
appearing in poultry. The people, as usual, attribute it to the 
water ; for instance, the rivers Jacare and do Macuco are supjiosed 
to cause it by the "agglutination of vegetable matter." Castelnau 
v^bsen'es that this morbid enlargement of the thiToid gland is 
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coiunion in "Itacolumite" coiiiitiies : but that it dues not, u is 
Europe, extend to great altitudes. It c«n bardly be explained bj 
confined air, by deficiency of atmospheric pressure,* or by cartrin* 
loads on the bead. It is beUeved to be hereditar)-. 'i'he Indiua 
Buffered raucb fi'oin it, and tbroughout the Mineiro IiiglUands it a 
prevalent, tliat no girl, they jocosely say, can be married if dn 
lins not her"papos." It begins early in both sexes; chlldbts 
in their teens have the rudiments of two or three protiibersDcvt 
which, in time, will become like dented air-cushions i 
round their necks. It is never aiTested by surgical operationt, 
and the only popular cure is salt, especially in tlie form of s 
baths, which they declare absorb the swelling. On the Rio dit 
Velhas it is almost general ; yet curious to say, on the Upper 8io 
Francisco, after the junction of the two streams, it bemmM 
i-eniarkably rare. Saline groimd is wanting in the former, aban- 
dant in tlie latter valley, which seems to favoiu- the vulgar i 
Iji the Brazil I have never found cretinism to accompany goitn^ 
BO far verifj-ing M. Koeberle, who looks upon the two compl 
B3 distinct morbid conditions. Mr. Walsh, however, mentiottsoi 

Fecundity in this F.mpire is tlie norma of animal as of vegetable 
natiu*. Were not colonisation a present necessity, tlie hnuian 
race would soon populate, with a comparatively homogeneotu- 
people, the vast regions that await inhabitants. The Province of 
Sao Paulo is supposed to double her numbers in thirty yeara 
without the assistance of immigrants.} Girls marry as did ( 
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Lndiuotliers, at fourteen, aud bear children till late in life, 
^ons between December of seventy and May of fifteen are 
,* and the result is a wife coeval with her grandchildren 
f marriage. Connections of blood relations, such as uncle and 
je, ai'e not rare ; and, to the shame of the Catholic Church, it 
1 grants dispensations to conunit incest for a consideration, 
fee results are not so tenible as in England, and especially in 
WW England ; yet throughout the Brazil the finest population is 
iways found in places which foreigners have most frequented. 
I The Mineira in her nursery song assigns n patriotic cause to 
r desire for issue — 

" AcoUnU t« 6 rnenino, 
Dorme j& para crescer, 
Qoe O Braiil prwiifla Slhos — 
ludependencia oa morrer.f " 

Ijilce her sister in New England and Ireland, she shows more 

iloprogenitiveness tlmn aniativeness ; and her diet is spare 

e that of the Scotch woman : J these, on tlie nUe that rich aria- 

Iteracies decrease while poor communities multiply, may be part 

"nuses of her exceptional fertility. I have heard of ajiparently 
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well-autlienticated cases of superfetation.* The Miiieira is at 
excellent raotlier, when suiierstition does not smotiier nature 
but an "aiijinho" or " innocente,'" a verj- young rluld, dies 
nnregretted, becaHse its future liappiness is certain. The xoxoig 
are what we call " petted," or enfana t*rril>Ies ; they are young 
gentlemen and ladies after the third year : en revanche tlirooiih 
life, they preserve the greatest affection and respect for the 
mother, kissing her hnnd and asking her blessing every momit^ 
and night. In no country do progenitors sacrifice themselves 
much to their progeny ; I knew a father who studied algebra in 
order to wi-ite an algebraic letter to Ills son. And nowhere are 
children more grateful : a lesson to that hateful being the " stem 
parent of Euro])e." Such a custom as " administering the inno- 
cents" is absolutely unknown. As in all new countries, the 
"infantry" grow up almost wild, and infinitely prefer the 
fazenda to tlje town ; so in tlie United States, the travelier 
first remarks the tameness of the horses and tlie wildness of the 
children, f 

The di'ess of the Upper Ten is purely Euroiiean. Tlie Minciro 
has cast aside the picturesque old Iberian costume, which waa 
worn during tlie fii-st quai'ter of tlie present century, the Spanish 
sombrero, plumed and broad-flapped, the short-mantled and gold- 
trimmed coat, ttie doublet or jacket of flowered cotton, and the 
large puffed breeches, with pink sUfc lining appearing through the 
slaslies. The silvered horse-trappings arc becoming obsolete, 
and tliough tlie spurs with crown-piece rowels are retained, they 
are mostly made in England. Moming-dress is unknowu 
throughout the priin-maimered Empire : Brazilians will wear 
black clothes in the morning. A gentlemen never appears in the 
sti'eet, even at dawn, witliont chimney-pot tile (chap6o alto), black 
coat, waistcoat, and overalls black or white, cane or umbrella- 
Travellers must fidlow the semi -barbarous custom, and dress in 
broadcloth behind a bnsli before they enter a honse. On tlie 
road tlie Mineiro will allow himself a Chile or Guayaquil (Fanamtt) 

* ITat, hnvBTfir, tlist mEutinnoil l>} Mr. cliievoas atui hoiiiUrouB the lo}', tlie swR 

VTiklah, a hoax p«rpetnted upon him bj proud U th« (athor. Prof. Dtbotf (UU 

mj frienil the ViKondc lie B-^. ai Jnokwn, p. IS) kIIdiIs tn tfaa "(*■ 

f It wu the dsiae vith the Tap;ii. l]tiatioliDf parentalTestraiDlswlucIinmilly 

Aniongat the Sea i^^iika, "lie ia very pretuIitiD newveuntiiG*;" — ha ni^rt mi 

wicked " ia the gieitest pnusa tn a chilil. uiuimgiit tlie nnciTiliaed aa iij<[>iiai!il ta mat: 

Tliis also is tho caira Hnton^pl tlio m- civilieed nioea, 
alJfil KttJJr (CiiHit) riicts • tlie ninm mi*. 
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and lingo loose-topped boots, genernlly of lialf-tanned 
leftther, which contain liis slippers and other oom- 
Tlie linen, or rather cotton, is Bcrupnlously clean,* with a 
p-opensity to starching and to dyeing sky-blue with indigo. The 
(oor imitate the wealthy ; but their garmenta are often home- 
1 and home-cut. The tailor "in partibus" charges about 
touble what Stultz ever did. 

The only relic of the national costume retained by the Mineira 
is seen only when slie goes to mass. It is a mantilla of i-ich 
black silk, satin, or broadcloth, trimmed with stout home-made 
lace falling over the eyes; though lately patronised bj- H. H. tlie 
Pope, it isjiot held strictly coiTect in cities and towns. I have 
alluded to tlie frequency of batliing.t The sex delights in flowers 
and perfumes : in the wildest parts pots of basil, iiinks, geranium, 
lavender, and sweet herbs are placed on troughs raised above the 
reach of pigs and poultry. They have an amiable predilection 
for diamonds and rich toilettes : a glance at a French milliner's 
bill in the Brnnil shows the necessity of repressing tlie taste. At 
public balls the sumptuary law runs, "Ladies are politely re- 
quested to appear attired with the utmost simplicity," and some- 
times even the use of gloves is deprecated. 



Section III. 

THE MORAL KAN. 

Perhaps the host general view of this extensive subject will be 
given by the following official list of crimes which have come 
before juries of the Province during a period of ten years, t 



* In tlia poin 
the Vlnhb, who i 
loiixl; clean in i 



ilUmetrically oppoaod to 
ni dcKribed an " scrapu- 
rerything but tlioir per- 



f As a rtilc th« Bnuilian Iniliui in the 
wild itale tnthes ever; day at dawn, luid 
nflcnnvda whenever he wiihes to cool him- 

t Many of theie offence*, it must he re- 
Diembered, are committed lij Uie serrije 
pi^nihiitioii, which, under the exuilement of 
eiiHiceed enumeipation, ia peculiarly 
' of riolencc. "Hie Bnglish 
wa toon coming to act ua tnt," I have 
heard lud b; u^roca chAttering At the 



" Od troave cbei les oigrea beaiuKinp de 
dispoeitJouB et de perH'vtouice poot a'in- 
atruire dans lea arts ct dam lea adeneea : 
ila ont meme prodnit dca personnages dii- 
tinguia." 80 aayi Prince Mai. (I 113— 
114), qaotjng BlnrocDbach, Bejtntge auT 
Natni^eKhichta (vol. L, p. 94). I munt 
warn Uie reader againBt tliia lagae aaaer- 
tion, which oOeiB no manner nf pn»f. In 
the dajs when those anthnra wrote, the 
mulatto was otmtnnnited with the negro ; 
moreover, the noble African racoe, niunelj, 
those ndxed with Semitic btood, amt leav- 
ened for a eoune ut agce by connectlana 
with Soulhem Kuro|ie, were not (Ua>iBc 
guialicil fcotu Van -yuTu Mtvc»d. ^^B 
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against re- 
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good 
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August 1, 1866. 
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'he document speiiks for itself. I will oiily remark that the 
les against property are 204, against person 8299, out of 
5 ; and that to three cases of petty larceny there are 1186 
•ders. Yet Brazilian law protects, imlike ours, life and limb 
;h more than goods and chattels. Here to raise a stick, even 
se insulting language, is actionable, and the oflfence is severely 
ished. Foreigners say that it is better to kill a man in the 
zil than to wound him. It is ciiminal to shoot a burglar in 
act of plundering your house. In England the law is gro- 
uely and scandalously in the other extreme, and the necessary 
lency is to develop and foster the national vice, ruffianism and 
:ality.* The wife-beater and the street-malefactor, after the 
rest possible approach to the homicide of an unoffending 
ion, may rest assured that nowhere in the wide world they 
be treated so kindly and considerately. But though they 



[t is not long sinco tho travdlor was 
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England. Franco in 1866 had only one* 
sixth of the criminal trials by ior^ CQ^&nsl 
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uiny flatten iwses and brt-nk ribs for 51. or a week of jail, thej 
must not toiicli watch or breast-pin, otherwise tJie Majesty of th 
law will don its most terrible frowii. 

How is it, then, thnt in Minas— I may say in the Brazil gem 
rally — there is 8o little safety for life, which is so sedulously 
protected ? 

Amongst the mh, murders come from three causes, land, 
political (luestions, and "affairs of the heait" — a member only 
secondiuily concerned in the matter— especially when t)ie houoor 
of the family is concerned, and when only a shot or a stdl 
can set matters right. The poor kill one anotlier after quar- 
rels about land, gambling losses, love, and liquor : the caclu 
^ada or drunken fray often ends in bloodshed. As a rule, 
males are armed : revolvers and bowie-knives when in cities i 
worn concealed ; in the ijiterior no one walks or rides abroad 
without a gun oi' long pistol (gaiToeho), and the knife never quit 
his side. Bloodslied ih looked niion with little hoiror ; pract* 
cally there is not that legai'd and resirect for human life, whicl 
distinguish tlie older social state of Europe. The aflfectionat 
diminutive "facadinha " means a knife-thrust, and " uma mort^ 
ziuha " (lit. "a little death ") is n murder, generally treacheroos. 
The moral impossibility of cniTying out capital puiushuient»— 
of blotting out the criminal from the catalogue of liA-iiig men — t 
facility of breaking jail, and the scanty diead of hard labour wi 
the slave gang, ai'e inducements to gratify revenge. Lastly, mo^ 
of these ciiiuinals are mieducated ; and if the prison is to 
closed, the school, and in this phase of civilisation, the parisb 
church, must be opened and kept open. Let ua ever remembei 
with M. Quetelet {Sur I'Homme, ii. S25) "c'est la suciete ija 
prepare le crime, le coiipable n'est que I'iDsti-ument qui Texecute.' 
" There goes my unfortunate self," exclaimed the good Feneloi^ 
when he saw a thief (bagged to the gallows. 

Some of tlie murders are scandalous. We read, for instancCt 
in the city of Lavras that A. B. having a ([Uarrd witli C. P-i 
wounded him five times, assassinated tlie municipal guard K. V. 
lulled G. H., and severely iiyui'ed 1. K., who accompanied ll 
police mngiati-ate to the spot. Li 1860 an M.D., manied to tli 
gi-and-daiighter of tlie Barun of 1!. V., an inoffensive man, wcl 
B]»okcn of, uun-dered liini in the public nqum-c of tlie Frcgiw^' 
de jS. Gon^alo da Camv"^^^''- ^^^ ^^^"^ v.*u\ii yi^nr a Dr. 
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ing with three friends iii Uie vicinity of Philadeli)hia, was shot 
JBcnd fi'oni an njubuscade by C. B., who at ouce momited his 
horse and escaped. When I approached tlie Paulo Affonso Raptds 
my men were discussing a murder which had taJien place some 
six weeks before. In this case there was the usual negro, and 
more than one woman. The Senhora Isidorn Mana da ConceiQao 
preferred the Senhor 'Feiino (Zepheiino) da Cruz to her lawtiil 
spouse, tile Senhor Jose Telles de Menezes, and the pair agreed 
to put him out of the way. " 'Ferino" enUsted the sympathies 
and assistance of his own wife, the Seuhora Morianna Telles de 
Barros, by telling her that the man to be killed had spoken 
against her. "He must be slain I " exclauned the duped lady. 
The Brazilian Clj-temnestra removed her husband's weapons, the 
paiiy knived their victim with many wounds,, cut off his tongue 
and ears, scaliwd bim as Mohawks would have done, mutilated 
bira, and tying heav}- stones to the arms, thiew tlie body into tlic 
Kio de Sao Francisco. It was found a fortnight aftei-wards ap- 
parently fresh, they said, evidently with a turn towards a minor 
miracle. I asked the cause of the mutilation : tlie reply was 
"para judeai-em," Jewislmeas. Here the Jewry still seiTes aa a 
synonym for all deviby.* The criminals are confined at Gere- 
nioiiba in the I'rovuice of Baliia, some twenty-five leagues from 
the Porto das Piianhas ; it is a country jail, peculiarly fitted for 
e&action ; moreover, any amount of perjmy is at their dis- 
posal. A jury will be packed, and transit in rem judieatani will 
probably settle the matter. 

On the other hand tlie ratio of crime to population is ti-ifUng, 
and, as has been sliown, the law-loving, or rather the kindly 
though fiery chai^acter of the Mineii'o is shown by the state of 
the police. Witli such and so small a repressive force, most 
Euroiiean countiies would be uninhabitable. In 1866 England, 
with a population of 20,000,000, yielded 10,188 criminal trials by 
July, and 27,190 apprehensions for grave indictable offence;'. 
Nowhere is travelhng safer for foreigners who do not engage in 
politics, amours, or law suits. Theft ia unknown where strangers 
have not settled : wlien I first descended the Riheira de Iguape in 



' So ft nuin *ill often taj " JivJ*o-nn8," cboico of nieo, ihBrc is none to whiek I 
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186G my l.l>^es were left oi»eii. In 1867, after a little .\nglo- 
Aiiitiricaii iiniiiigratiou, the people liail become ndejits in the »rt 
cif ^titkiug 1111(1 stealing, and eveiy precaution had to be talten, 
even against free men. Amongst the Tu]\v tribes larceny was 
unknown, and iii the interior of Minas it is still confineil to 
slaves. Yves I)'E\Teux iufoims iis that " Moutlaron," or thief, 
was the gieatest insult addressed to an Indian, nin\ that die 
wild women preferred being called I'atakere (meietrix) tljan 
Menondere. 

The prevalence of intoxicatiou surprised me. St. Hilaire 
testifies to the fact Uiat in his time a drunken man was hardly 
ever seen, Oai'dner declared that, landing at Liverpool, he met 
in a few days more men in li(iuor than he had found amongst 
the Brazihiins, black or white, during five years' travel. Prince 
Max. complains of the iice on several occasions," hut he was 
travelling amongst the \\Tetched settlers of the Miu'enuna, on the 
eastern coast. 

My experience is as follows. In the Atlantic cities sobriety is 
the rule, especiaHy amongst the educated, t and the climate 
hardly permits tlie abuse of stiumlaiits to endm-e long. But in 
the interior the vegetable diet, the fatal facihty of obtaining 
cheap and efScieiit liquor, the want of excitement, and the 
example uf exiles, who find in the bottle their best friend, hoa 
made the lower orders, like those ruled by the Maine Liquor 
Law, a race of hard drinkers- 
Old people have told me that in Uieir youth the remark which 
capped the description of a reprobate, a " perdido," was, " and, it 
is said, he drinks." The dipsomania of Xorthem races afforded 
many a pleasantrj' now unfortunately obsolete. " Um Iiiglei 
bebado " — a dmnkeu EngUshmau, "what a pleonasm! what 
tautologj- 1 " they exclaimed. " Tern sua baeta Inglez," he weai-s 
his Knglish biu/.c (or " frieze tnisty "), was equivalent to " falla 
Inglez," — he speaks English, in Portuguese ;Vfrica meaning 
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(1110 j'avait pris poor m MVomtmeiiDr ittiiui 
Im fordts : ila Maient Ions gnmclB bQvcan 
tl'eau de vie, et avHJeat Dccaiiiniin^ plogieuni 
KiiiQi dfeagrdiblss." Vol. iii. HS. " la 
fa.inv«ntiu ct un pencbont immodiri )wnr 
Je» boaaoia fortea notit Its trsita distioctifx 
da csracWrc de ces htiram<sf" <rtie VtuWo 



Lc iKJuur lie Villa- cln»i). Atao " Kouh aTnns ^tj Muvaiil ia* 
counDodiapar dee iTnlgnss, et noiu atioM 
cti quolquctolg besaconp de peine i notn 
df Wraeser dac«ihammG*,qui noua gCn^nt 
Bingiiliilrenieiit. " 



+ It i 



onlj in this » 



• 1321, 



i I a 



i THE MINEIRO. 



a (Inmk." The Mineii'o can no longer bonst of thnt pleasant 
ioml superiority. It is difficiilt to engage attendants, freemen 
well as slaves, who do not h ah itually exceed, and if the " boss" 
a bad example, the indulgence ^vill pass all hoiinds. The 
?ropeii'o " and the boatman will begin the day with a dram, 
ra eapnntar O Diaho " — to fright the Fiend." There is a 
nd, "niata biclio" — kill-worni|+ which, as the old pleasantry 
, dieth not. After brealdiig fast at 7 or 8 a.m., a third, 
I sober men, follows dinner, from noon to 2 p.m., and often 
J night is spent by friends over a guitar (viola) and a garrafao 
nijohn) of Cacha^a. In a small ^nllage, after a fete-day, I 
e seen five or kix men strewed on the road, and I have been 
dly warned never to engage a crew for shooting rapids on 
morning after a meiTy-making. Like Orientals, few men 
e drink tempeitttely ; those who drink (h'ink hard, and those 
avoid the vice are total abstaiiierH — which tells its own tale, 
f consumption of ardent spirits exceeds, I believe, that of 
Pbotlaud. Brazilians who are scandalised by the quantities 
tat disappear, declare that the raw rum is used in baths. The 
nvernment would do well to publish the statistics of the 
Ibject, and these could easily be collected, as most of the distil- 
liies are taxed, and Cachn^a pays an octroi on entering the 
I and towns. Anthropologists will remember the immense 
IBntities of whiskey dmnk in the United States, and it is 
1 to observe that the aborigines of the Brazil were extra- 
ordinarily addicted to intoxication. De Lery, the quaint old 
chaplain of Villegagnon, says (Voyage, 130 — 132) : " Qu'il ne 
soit pennia de clh-e arien-e Aleraans.Flamana, Lansquenets, Suisses 
et tons qui faites carbons et profession de boire, pai' de ^a ; car 
tout ainsi que vous-memes, apres avoir entendu comme nos 



* H. f!. M. iB as much mvoknt u the 
"Diawl-in W»lei. 

t The expression " MbUt O biolio," to 
kill tie worm, in popular in evury Portii- 
garae colouy. IM origin is thun expUineil. 
lu the early part of the eighteenth century 
appetu^ a diaeiue in ^pain which miule 
toBuj victims. The physiciaaa called it 
'■ my»teriou8," till » cerUun Dp. Qualaro 
Qkrdo, ui old donor who had retired from 
practice, pi'oceixled U> the uutnpHy of Che 
dead, and (ound in the intasllneii a tmiall 
warm bUII alive. Ho treated it with 
B^cohol, wbicb nt once ilntroyed it; the 



mnlicna Cook the bint, and every (latJeDt 
WHS at once dosed with n petit rerre. From 
Madrid the hnhit and the expreeaios panwd 
to Portugal, and thence over the Portugueie 
world. Sr. Mendes de Faria, from whom 
thrae lines are borrowed, romarku, " (Jos 
niataui o hivho de mnnhil, oatroa ao jantar, 
parte, era qnanto 
Ibes tinir nm real n> algibeira." " Some 
hill the varai in the morning, othert at 
nigbt, and the ma- 
jority :u long Its n ( ' 
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t But tliey Clin never l>e llivown ojn'ii to the world until complete 
equality in (•i^^l as in religious uintters shall level all obstacles in 
the path of pvogi-ess. There must, 1 believe, he some modifica- 
tion in the Brazilian Constitution before the nation c«n cease to 
be what the witty Fitnchraan termed it, " un peujile prospectus." 

The Mineua lives in the semi- seclusion system wliich crossed 
the Atlantic fiom Iberia ; it was there incj-cased by the dominion 
of El Islam, wliich, on the other hand, borrowed some laxity 
from Chiistian example. " Femme file et ne commnnde pas," In 
none hut tlie most civilised families do the mistress and daughters 
of the Jiouse sit down to the table with the sti-anger ; amongst the 
less educated the deshabille is too pi-ououuced to admit of recep- 
tion without an almost total toilette. This state of thingi 
reminded me much of the Syrian Chiistians, who will not change 
theii' old system for tlie liberty, or, as they call it, the license of 
Europe. Men protect tlieir women in two ways. Either, as 
Orientals, they keep them out of temptation ; or, as we do, they 
expose tliem freely, but with tlie gashght of publicity turned fid! 
upon them. Again in Europe tliere are minor differences of 
treatment. In France and Italy, in fact among the Latin races 
generally, the girl must not leave her motlier's side ; she may 
hardly walk out with her brother, who is held to be inefficient as 
a chaperon; hut, once a wife, the surveillance is ended.* In 
England the maternal protection is unduly lax, and " flirtations 
before maniage are not looked upon as offensive to society ; thus 
those who enter the '■ lioly state " are nnji-hing but virginal in 
mind. In Canada the fi-eedom is can-ied to excess, quite as 
much peihaps as in tlie United States, but in tlie latter women, 
are accompanied by the revolver and llie bowie-knife. 

As in tropical coimti'ies generally, the "awkward age 
long limbs and laige extiemities which immediately precedes the 
heaute du diable is unknown in Minas. The gu-b are newi 
}>rettiei' than between thirteen and sixteen, when tliey are little 
women. Suuiliuly there is no hobbledeboyhood and that hideous 
l)reaking of tlie voice wliich is apparently peculiar to 
teraperates. 

I believe tlie state of tlie fmiiily to be in Minas, as in the Braxil 
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Kiiillr, exceptionally pure; and tlmt, in tltis respect, many 
Bigners do the people a foul wrong. It would be amusing, if 
did not provoke indignation, to hear a stranger, after a few 
nths' residence, who can hardly speak a connected sentence of 
rtiiguese, gravely supplement his want of experience by power 
• of fancy, and qnote the injurious saying which seems to have nin 
from jKile to pole, " Bird^ ^^4tllout soug, flowers without perfume, 
men without honom-, and women without houesty." Cities and 
liirge towns are mostly on a par as regards morality all the world 
nver ; a nation must be judged by its village and countrj- life, Here 
11 breach of ^■il■tue is almost impossible, o])portunity is almost 
wholly wanting, aud "chimibo na cabe^a," or "faca no coragao" " 
would certainlj' be the doom of tlie so-called " seducer." As in 
the United States and not in Iberia, tlie penalty in the Brazil 
falls upon the m-ong pei-son, the lover not the wife. Tiiis 
accords with the feeling in England, and, indeed, in most 
northern nations. Our Court of Divorce, if settling the rase of 
Potiphar vei-sus Potiphar and Joseph, would not pennit the co- 
respondent to tell a tithe of the tnitli ; he would, if unwise 
enough to attempt tlie defence of fact, he called an unmanly 
contemptible fellow by the judge, and he would go forth the 
execrated of all England. 

I may quote respecting the Mineira what tlie Countess Paula 
von Kollonitzt has said of the Mexican spouse. " The bulwark 
of relations by which a young wife is sun'ounded acts to a great 
extent as n protection to lier : hut, independently of that, I found 
them nearly always retiiing and ngid, even to piiidishness, when 
strangers were inclined to be presumptuous. Their marriages 
ai^e I'cally domestic and happy, maiTied people are always seen 
together, and the husband laviahes gifts on his wife, which is con- 
sidered a special mai'k of attachment." I may add that the 
exemplary conduct of the Brazilian wonieu who have married 
Knglish husbands speaks loudly in praise of tlie sex generally. 

Dutch Bernard de ]Mande\Tlle, whose plans for duniniahing 
immorality — in the Uinited sense of the tenn — were bo far before 
his age that they exposed Iiim to a Middlesex Grand Jury in 
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1723, asseiled, to the Kciuidal of nil " proper persons," tlwt t 
Hetwra clasH is numerous or few iii exact ratio to tlie puritj- 
ilepravity of the family. The loosest places in Europe are those 
ivliere the Agapenione is poorly kept up and frequented only by 
strangers.* Tlie extreme prevalence of professional prostitutioa 
in the country towns of tlie Brazil, as described by travelli 
before 1820, and which gave the proverb " mullier e cachs^ i 
tudo lugar ho acha," has now disappenjed. Yet in t 
" chapelries," which are frequented on Sundays and festivals by 
the " squirearchy," there will be three or foiu- danghtcrs o 
Jerusalem, each mtiking 150/. per annum, here equivalent to 6001 
in England; the money conies fi'om tlie planters' sons, who in 
Europe would apply to the wise woman or the cai-tomantist^- 
which is worse. And, as Cato knew, there is a gi'eat deal 
difference between public and private vice. 

Poetical justice in the matter of the Hebrew is dealt out to t] 
Brazilian hy Europe, wliieh loves to call him the " Jew of South 
America," and the same has been said of the New Englander. 
Both races are essentially "smaii," and " sniai-tness," be it 
ohserved, is rapidly finding its way eastwai'd ; t both produce first- 
rate men of business, and many have made colossal fortunes ii 
a few years. The " pobre rico," or poor rich wan, who lives like 
a beggar and lends his lioards at 15 — 24 per cent, is uot 
unknown ; as a lule, howevei', money is freely spent, and there is 
little of the grasping, tenacious covetousness vulgarly attiibuted 
here to the Poi-tugueae, amongst us to the Hebrew, The h^hest 
homage is paid to commei'ce ; half the titled men in the land have 
been or are in trade, directly or indirectly ; a planter's house is 
not finished without a shop on the ground-floor, and I have not 
yet met a Fazendeiro who would not sell lus estate, in whole or 
in part, with slaves or without slaves. 

St. Hilaii-e, who had become almost a Mineii'o, found a want 



' At HyderabsJ, in Sinrlh. the break np 
ot rigid Moslem rule vru follovcd bj a 
deluge of debanchery. I well roinaiober 
tluxt the danciDC girts, in a pnthetiF nie- 
morittl to Sir Charles Napier, declared that 
the manied women were " taking the 
braad out of their moaUu." We at ouce 
leam what Now York ia by reading in the 
CeuuB of ISGS, that the UDmarried are 
488,121; ihejiR)fenioiuilpraiititut(*1ma«Q 
k.ta the police, 3,000; and Uia total nonihev 
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f cordiality wlieu he left Minas.* My experience Is the rerei-se 
f hie. The Pmilistil, though reserved, is more at home with 
: rrtiigera thaii his toiiain; the Utter may be described as 
.icaiihiido," which partially answers to our word " shy." There 
- i\ painful amonnt of ceremoniousness, wluch takes us back to 
.. Ji© primitive piinttiliousnesa of Muiho e Doiiro. Botli Provinces 
xre equally hospitable, both dislike distance of manner, and both 
prefer the Frencli manner of address to the Enghsh — aa the 
difference was a thud of a century ago. Eut on the road the 
f aulista pnlls off liis hat, gives yon a heai'ty good-moming, and 
■^jirillingly answers ever;' qnestion. The Mineiro eyed us hard 
"before touching his tile, often his hand hung suspended between 
naddle and head, chihiishly calculating whether the sti-anger 
■vroald or would not acknowledge tlie salute. Sometimes lie 
stared at nie surlily and angiily, the women "made faces," and 
-the men returned a shai-p answer, which forbade all hope of 
Intercourse. This, however, was my misfortune. The Para- 
guayan war made the people of the interior consider eveiy 
foreigner as an agent of government, or travelling for some dai'k 
piUToae. In oue place I became the Chief of Police, a 
fuuctionary who, aa a rule, does not appear till some one is 
•'wanted," and who makes even the innocent take to the bush. 
On tlie Rio de Sao Francisco I found myself President Lopez, 
juid I was never less than n " recruiting officer," a character 
about as popular as the gauger in old Ayrsliire when Robert 
JJurns sang, or as the bailiff in Connemara when goveiued by 
Mai'tin of Gal way. Moreover with increased numbers of 
Kiiropean Wsitors and settlers the Mineiro has not learned 
increased respect for foreigners, and no wonder. Familiarity 
■with such men — I hasten to say that there are many notable 
exceptions — can breed only contempt. 

Minas has produced the two parents of the Brazilian Epic, and 
her sons have distinguished themselves in aits and arms through- 
out the Empire. The intellectual range of the Mineiro has mostly 
been confined to the humanities. Modern science cannot be 
ncquu'ed in tlie Province, mechanics are unknown, but the belles- 
lettres are open to all. Like the Neo-Latius generally, they 
easily learn the cognate dialects, and their nimble but somewhat 
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(lesultory comprehension mastei-s witli ease tlie rttrioos intra 
(liictory branches of mathemnties. They Imve n ven- decidi 
sotuque or brogtie, whicli at first is not ensUy understood. Thi 
PauUsta speaks tvith his mouth nndiUr open; his is t}ie Doric, 
North-rountrj' dialect of tiie Brazil. The Mineiro clofies his lipi 
and eats bis words till they fail to catch the strangers' ear ; it 
Lancasliire versus Northumberland. This is doubtless deriyeJ 
fi'oni old times, when thei'e was great mixture of In<liaa blood 
St. Hllaire (III. ii. 107, and ii. 263) makes it a cliai-acteristic 
the Ked-skins. "Comme les diverses nations iudiennes qi 
j'avais raeB, jnsqu'alora lea Cayapos pai'lent du gosier et de 
bouche fermee." He is confirmed by all ti-avellers, even froffl 
the earliest ages. Prince Max. (iii, 106) says of tlie Oainac4uis at 
Menians, " Us coupent bnisquement la fin des mots, jiarlent ba? 
et la bouche a moitie ouverte." 

I am miwilling to extend this Chapter by exti-acting from 
official soiu'ces statistics of educational establisliments and lists oi 
Bcholai-s. Throughout tlie Brazil these details look better upon 
paper than in the flesh. But the subject is never neglected, and 
the gi-eatest " thinkers " do not consider it unworthy of tlii 
liighest attention. The school, " the mysterious laboratory whe 
the man and the child in collaboration prepare the future." Moif 
over it may be safely said that everj- poor man's son, except 
the remotest places, can obtain primary instruction, that ti 
three R's ai-e generally studied, and that those unable to ntA 
and WTite do not number as many as in Englanfl and France. 
Moreover, the total dai'kness still found among the lower ordert 
in Eui-ope, the utter absence of all knowledge, is here confined to 
idiots. Some Provinces, like Paranfi, have shown theii- wisdoRt 



* Tlirougbout EngloDil, in 1S40, onlr S3 
per cent, could sign their dudm in the 
miimiie8 regirtera. In 1861 the popu- 
lation n»fl to 92 per cant., uid in 1884 to 
72 per cent Wbst an be expected whan 
tile State devoted to education the nuBenible 
Bum of £036,806 per annum, about equal 
to vbat if annually wasted upon tbe Sonti- 
roental or West African BiguodrDn ! In 
Franca, roughtj speaking, one-third of the 
population cannot read and vriU, and there 
a™ BB of the 89 De|)artnient« in which the 
number o[ the illiterati mneea from SO to 
75 per c«nt. In 1B5S th« ptoportion 
gcnemJIj was 39-92 per cent. In 1661 
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tinon, AothropologicHl Beview, Aug. ISAI 
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^B compelling cliildien to attend school ; and tliis, I believe, will 
Hlon extend thi'uughout the Einpke. At preeent the fault is 
^■jther with the seniors thnu nitli the juniors, and parents have 
^■)t had time to leiim what education means. 
^K, Books and magazines being still rare and expensive, the news- 
Hftper is the staple of literaiy pabuliun tliroughout IVIinas. lu 
Hrer}' shop from eai-ly dawn the master or his men may be seen 
Hasting time — foreigners call it — over the periodicals. As the 
Hitizen of the United States, so tlje Eraidlian finds amply suffi- 
H^nt enjoyment in a glass uf water, here not Iced, and a cigar, 
^BUre a quid or chaw, accompanied by a newspaper. I may hei-e 
Hw'^u^ t'3 suggest a remai'kable similaiity between the highest 
Bmns of European society and that of the Empire and the 
^pestem Republic. 'What man of the world, especially what 
^Hotnan in Paris, ever reads anything but a newspaper or a 
HtBgazine ? Who in London life has time to turn over a page 
Beyond the dailies, weeklies, and monthlies ? In how many 
Houutry-houses ai'e the books upon the tables and on the shelves 
Bprer touched by any one except the duster ? 
^m The reason is that the newspaper is progression, it is tlie hte- 
^btui'e of the Future. .\s Lamartine informed the French 
^Buunbers, it will, befure the century ends, embrace all human 
^Bought, and become the word of man. When journalism shall 
^B infinitely extended by machinery, and submit every day to the 
Tmbhc eye every question treated in the fullest manner, the octavo 
must take the fonii of the broad sheet. As an old ex-editor I 
cannot agree with M. Emile de Giiardin, " lather one day of 
office than ten yeais of journalism" — nor has he worked out liis 
Bsph'fttions. 

The especial glory of the nineteenth century is that it is 
rescuing education, leaiTiing, enlightenment, from the profes- 
sionally savans and the Upper Ten Thousand ; and sending it 
abroad as a gospel to mankind. And this will ever distinguish it 
lis nn era. Thus, in the beginning nf man's religious life, tiie 
I^awgiver nf the Hebrews took from the Egjiitian priests, who 
had veiled it in the deepest obscurity of faith and practice, the 
idea of the Une God, which has never been, and which can never 
be, liint to the human miud. 

At tile end of the last generation, Gardner foimd at Ouro Pttta 
a couple of piinting offices and four uevcspivvei:* m sroaSi. S.<5«.q ■- 
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two of these were ministerial, and tlie " baZance" was opposition^ 
both were wholly political. Now increased communication wil 
the metropolis has leduced the typographies to one, the " Ti' 
giaphid do Minas Geraes ;" * the periodicals to two ; this 
an evidence of subsiding popiiliu- excitement. Th'e " ConstiWi 
Clonal" is Conseryative ; it appeals once a week, generally 
Sunday, and the editors ai-e Dr. Camillo da Ciuiha Figueiredf 
B.A., and Dr. Benjamin Rodrigues Pereii'a. The " Diario 
Minas," a daily (dating &om January 1, 1868), as the namedenol 
is edited by a Liberal, D. Joao Francisco de Paulo Castro, who; 
party has now long been in power. It is in the usual style of tlu 
Brazilian country papers, a smgle sheet, fom- columned, twenty- 
eight inches x fifteen. There is a leading wticle, which, liie 
that of the " Eatnnswill Gazette," utterly smashes the opposition 
and the rival. News and correspondence fi'om Em-ope and fi-on) 
the other Imi)erial pronnues follow the arrival of the post ; when 
tlie Legislative Assembly is sitting, the Official Part contains 
speeches fairly reported, and there is generally aometUiiig aboiiti 
price cui'rent. Being in power, and probably well salaried, it 
afford to be calmer and to show more temper than the Conserra*] 
tive. Here, as elsewhere, the tone of the newspajier is 
expression of society. Allusions to kicking and horse whipping, 
Rcandaloua personalities and violent language, are not unknown to 
Brazilian journalism ; but they are generally reprobated, and wB\ 
l)reseutly meet the fate of the " Satirist ;" and even now the tett 
is rai'ely taller tlmu what we find in an Irish article upon some 
subject of ephemeral interest. I have never seen anytlung to be 
compared with the " Bombay Times," under Dr. Beust— th* 
"blatant beast" of the " De^Tl'a Brother," or of a certain 
Loudon magazine which devoted itself duiing its short life to 
Oiiental subjects. 

To a traveller, tlie most chai'acteristic part of a newspa]>er is, 
perhaps, its advertisements. He takes up the " Constitucional." 
there is a "mudan^a de nome," some man changing uaue simply 
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• In this is fc " CortuniJa " (HiBti-Tntj) 
DUDCtl Luix Muitt de Siln Fintu, who, 
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to avoid confusion. A, B. C. D. de E. publicly returns genersd 
thanks to those who received him hospitably during his last 
journey — a graceful practice. The relations and friends of the 
deceased Sr. Fulano de Tal are invited to meet at a solemn 
requiem mass, celebrated for the repose of his soul, and they will 
be there : this is headed with a profile sketch of a tomb, bearing 
the inscription morte, overhung by a widow in a poke-bonnet, and 
with the orphan sitting disconsolate upon the ground. ** Fugido ** 
in the largest letters, 50 $000 in ftdl-length figures, and an 
anthropoid with a bundle over his shoulder and a switch in his 
hand, show that a chattel has *'made tracks" and is wanted. A 
cardboard house and two unvegetable-like trees denote a ** chd- 
cara," a " sitio," or a town-residence for sale. A piano, a few books, 
some musical pieces, gloves, boots, lottery -tickets, and stationer}' 
are recommended to the public. But the mass of the two pages 
is filled with patent medicines. Under the titles of *' the Lame 
Walk," and the " Battle of Life," salsaparilla of Bristol modestly 
disguises itself. The quina of Laroche and Blancard's pills, &c., 
disdain such pretences. And that Great Britain may be ade- 
quately represented, the wonder-working unguento and pildoras 
(Spanish), or pilulas (Portuguese) — "bother the pills" — of 
Holloway sprawl barefaced over at least two columns. 

Finally, ** a Pedido " denotes the communique. This corres- 
pondence is generally sent unsigned or footed by a fancy or a real 
name, popularly known as the ** testa de feiTo :" he bears blame 
for a consideration. It is the most rabid, if not the only rabid, 
part of the issue. 



I 



CHAPTER XXXIX. 

RETURN TO MOBEO TELHO. 

monnaco 
Caiuava aguUas dure» de Cabe^a, 
Porque olima duo c do taaena Csmpo 
Do fiurifero yaiz chamado Miaet. 

Ji'»i Jeaquim Grrtft <ff Almeida. 

We Imd givtii all [lostiiblc time ti* tlie interesting capitiU, and 
I was becoming anxious to i-each tlie Rio de Sao Francisco before 
the i-aius set in. Oui- retiini to Moito Vellio would cover only 
twelve short leagues, but as the country was new, two days were 
devoted to it. The exit from Ouio Preto ih vm the Camiidio it 
Cachoeira, and after passing the chuivh " Sr. Bom Jesus de 
MatoBJnhos," we struck the open countn,'. The day was heavy 
with warm hent,* and a thick blue haze Boftened the rugged 
profile of the Itacolunii chain. From that piiint the range began 
to fade, and soon the romantic peak looked like a fragment cf 
slanting mist, based upon a long, light, axure cloud. 

After two hom's we reached the Ranch of Jose Heniiquea, i 
little " povoado," where the road forks to N' S' da NazKietb 
da Cachoeira do Cnnipo, whose name lias already occniTed. We 
took the right, or eastern patli, and exchanged the ^' alley uf tlia 
Rio Doce for that of the Rio das Velhas. " Esbannncndos," 
liuger tlian usual, pitted tlie slopes of the divide, and we crossed 
a naiTow natural isthmus between tlie \awning water-breacheS) 
whose sides weie zoned with tlie usual rainbow tints, whilst a 
thick slu'uhbery clutJied the soles. Thence the path led down a 
minor eastern head-water of the " Old Squaws." The water was 
muddy, with up-stream wasJdngs, and ran in a bed of pink sand 
and clay, dotted with wliite qmirtz — a kind of fancy rivulet. 

From afar we had siglited the An-aial of S'" .\ntoiiio il* 
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^ftsa Bi-aucft aud its white tliui'ch, porclietl itpon u hill; hut it 
ns two hours before we reached it, and were able to rest for half 
1 hour on the steps of a kind of ranch. Dr. Couto saya of this 

ice, timt it had flouriahed before 1801, but that a atone chapel 
nts all that it had to show for its gold. The industries are now 
[culture and cattle-breetiing. Two instances of longevity wei-e 
tere quoted : one a " lavnidor," or small proi>netor, still robust, 
Qiough 100 years old ; and the other, ten years senior to him, 
was Genoveva Pereira Bastos, a sage femme, experienced in the 
profession — her gi-and-great-grand and great- great -gi-andchildren 
(teternetos) amounted to 120. 

After passing the old chapel, we came upon a hilly country, of 
very mean soil, with a road neither good nor bad. Pi-esently we 
crossed two contiguous bridges over the true head-waters of the 
Rio das ^'^eUias. The jnuddj' and deeply-bedded stream, forty 
feet brond, swii-led gi-imly round a holm, upon which there was a. 
house. It drains the naiTow sack foimed by the Serra do Capa- 
nema,* by the Sen-a do Oiiro Preto to the liouth, aud to the east 
by the Serra de Sao Bartholomeu. 

Thence we ascended ii long hill, and found clouds drifting 
heavily fi-om tlte north-west. The dull heat was now dispersed by 
i-HW wind, and I'ain came on, with a succession of storms which 
lasted uninteiTuptedly for thuly-six hom-s, making the clay greasy 
as tallow. To the right, and below us, lay tlie little village of Sao 
^'icente, with its two-towered church, some miners' (juartera, and 
tile " Caaa Urande " of notable size, showing that an English 
(Company has (hopped its money there. From the gi-een hilla 
behind it a fine head of water, tumbling white, could he eeeu 
through tlie thick falling drops. 

The "MoiTo de S. Vicente estate" belonged to D. Rosa, the 
widow of an English mechanic. About 1864, when the Sabsni 
diggings, of which more presently, failed, it was bought by the 
" East Del Key Company" at an expense of £36,000. Of this 
total two sums, £14,000 and i^lTOO, i-eached the owner. Some of 
the shares have not been paid up, and the shareholders oi-e not 
registered. 

The dip of the lode is 28°, aud the stiike ia east to west. The 
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well to (Live and manage liira, he will be a raluitble hand, Uie 
muscle aiid the working power of the countiy. 

It was impossible not to adinti-e the pltitk and spliit of these 
pilgrims. Everj-tliing wiis new and ati'ange to them, they saw 
what they did not nnderstand, they lieai'd what they coiild not 
comprehend — it was quite uidifferent to them. They mounted 
their wTetched na^s ; tliey wandered about at night ; they slept 
in the woods lieedless of Maroons and " tigers," and they were 
brought in by the negroes to the planters' bouses, which they 
often mistook for hotels — in fact, tliey became a standing mar\'el 
to the land. Aji old ipan, with a foot and a half in the grave, 
tmaccompanied by a sei-vant, and liding not as the Rechabim 
rode, a garrun, like the steeds of Agincoui-t, canning a carpet- 
bag and a paper of bread, but witliout even a blanket, actually 
flet out to descend the Sao Francisco River, cross to the head 
Trat«i-s of the Tocantiiis, and float down to the Amaxons. He bad 
been wandeiing upwards of a year in the Bnizil : he had not 
learned a sentence of Portuguese, and probably he never could. 
Ziike the Bntiah sailor, he instinctively determined that those 
who cannot understand good EngUsh will be better suited with it 
broken, " il/t no suhby, wc no caiey, vie — very peculiar me — 
no drink wine — vinbo — me no diink coffee — caflfe — me no drink 
spirits." This, aided by the presence of a mighty quid, was 
intended to enlighten the dullest imderstanthng. His account of 
meeting in the backwoods witii an English -speaking youth hud 
its eomit side. The liitttir pulled up his gallo2>ing nag, stared at 
the Bohtai'y tigure dressed in a kind of winter greatcoat, collaring 
him to the head and sku-ting hhn tu the heels ; at the ci-umpled- 
up trousers ; at the under-drawers, foiToing a " lucid interval;" 
and at the unblaeked hoots, with toes well tm-ned out. Presently 
he found presence of mind enough to exclaim, — 

" Who the h — are you ? " 

" Guess," rephed tlie senior, " that Unit don't concern t/eou." 

" Where the d — ai-e you going ? " 

" Wal," was tlie rejoinder, " s'pose it don't much matter to Jf««i." 

" What are you doing, then ? " 

" 'Calc'late, young man, that you had better move off that way, 

and I go this way," suiting the action to the wonl, and thus they 

parted. 

He offered to accom\iany \\\e, \iui. I \;uMld not biiug 
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say yes. Hanger nnd tliii-st, fatigue and vigil, are all emlm-nble, 
not so the bore. 



This venerable egotist was candid enoiigli to declare that lie 
'anted my company as an intei-preter. At every five niinutea he 
ould interrujit conversation with " Tell him ho and so," or 
Ask him this and that." He wanted me to sell his gaiToii, to 
TCaten that it should be turned loose upon the world if it could 
Oot fetch its price, to "swap" it for a canoe. Mnle saUtis, I 
translated him literally, and the expression of tlie Brazilian coun- 
tenance, with a painful tendency to a guffaw — a " gargalliada" — 
which civihty forbade, was a study. At the age of sixty-two he 
lenied to have outlived all sense of giatitude, and to say a good 
'ord of any one would, I believe, have killed Mm. 
This Soutliemer emigi-ation will be, to a certaui extent, a natural 
selection ti-()m the United States, even as tlie jiopulation of tlie 
latter is a selection of species from Europe. What I mean is, 
tliat, whereas the old, the sick, and the feeble in mind and body 
remain at home ; the young, the brave, and the adventui'ous, 
even the malcontent, the criminal, and the malefactor go forth in 
search of fortune, and find it. 

The poptdatiou of the Brazil, a land whose extent is equal to 

le United States, and whose natural advantages are far supeiior, 

but httle ui excess of what the Republic could show ni 1820 — 

tmewhat over ten millions, including negi'oes and " Red-skins." 

.bout that time began tlie gi-eat squatter movement to the south 

■d west of the Mississippi Valley, which so wonderfully in- 

sased European immigration. Tlie new comers found miserable 

ittle settlements of straggling " shanties," occupied by a few 

iidred mongrels, mulattos and mixed breeds, Frencii and 

Ipaniards, with the savage at tlieu- doors. Such, for instance, 

ras St. Louis, Mu. In less than half a century it is a vast and 

wealthy city, with a magnificent future awaiting her. Many of 

tlie earliest immigi-ants returned from the ^'alley. They were 

disgusted witli the ^vild life; they wanted "comforts," and they 

did not like the vicinity of tlie tonlahawk and the fever. But tha 

strong men remained, and before 1860 they had attracted a 

population sufficient for an empire. 




THE raOHLAKDS OP THE BHAZIL [chap. innr. 

I And thus it will be with the Bmzil. Thus only cau she expect 
to piny a conspicuous part in tlie great drama of Human Progress. 
On the next day we set out early through the wind and rain. 
In the afternoon we reached Morro Velho, where the heartiest 
welcome awaited us. We felt almost spoony enough to quote 
the spoony lines — 

Home ! there i" magic in that little word, 
It is a mygtic circle tliat Bnnonnds 
Pleasuree and comforts never known hejanA 
Its hollowed limits. 



CHAPTER XL. 

TO SABAHl. 

Kennst da das Land wo die citronem bltthn 
Im dnnkeln L«ob die Gold-Orangen gliihn ? 



Oo&the. 



After another comfortable fortnight at Morro Velho, I pre- 
pared to embark from Sahara. Mr. L'pool had now made his 
book, and was — Deo gratias — en route to the coast. With a 
peculiar cat-like feeling I bade adieu to the Casa Grande, where 
we had found an English home in the Highlands of the Brazil. 
My excellent compatriots, however, accompanied me to break 
the shock of departure. The day was Tuesday, the weather 
rainy — auspicious both — and I looked forward to being one of 
the pioneers of a great national movement. 

We crossed the Ribeirao, and ascended the northern, or " Old 
Hill," by the "Mine Road," past features now familiar; we 
ducked heads to the pump-lift, and we glanced at the grist 
or flouring-mill. M. Miiller, who has charge, takes great pride 
in its superiority to all others in the Province but one. On the 
left were the villages of " Boa Vista" and *' Timbuctoo," hollow 
squares, in shape much resembling the "T'hembe" of Unyam- 
wezi, and easily convertible into fortified posts, whose low, white 
walls and heavy tiled roofs would give trouble. The interior 
is divided into courts. The married have separate houses; 
the unmarried are divided into gangs of fifteen or twenty, 
according to the size of the quarters, and the place set off for 
the girls is called — ^from the utter absence of conventual disci- 
pline, I presume — the " Convent." These villages are under 
the surveillance of four black captains, who are on duty by night 
as well as by day ; they must exert themselves hard to ensure 
anything of cleanliness, and some of the slaves are incorrigibly 
swinish. All is perfect Inner African within ihA ci^^x^\^\ ^Js^fe 
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liUle fire biims on Uie heartli nt midday, and each door has iu 
tall steps of rugged stone, upon which the inmateK ait uid smoke 
nnd sun themselvea. 

Turning to the left we strack " Smj-th's Road," which rounds 
the hill in a civilised style. Westward, and distant about two 
miles, is the Convalescent Station, " Caiupo Alegre," a rancho 
for sicit blacks, pnt up by themselves. It has not a vestige of 
"praii'ie," but the hilly grounds supply in abundance coffee, 
vegetables, and fii*ewood. Beyond it we see the Paraopeba roaJ 
winding over the hills, and in front of us rises the goatee 
" Morro do CurnJ d'El-Rei." 

The "Cnn-al" is the southemmoat apex of a chain which 
divides the Paraopeba and Upper Sao Francisco from the course 
of the Rio das VeUins. Its genernl direction is north-north- 
west, and it extends about 3°, or 180 niiles ; the vaiious names, 
beginning from the south of the range, are Sen-a do Salto, Serra 
da Sella Ginete, and Seira do Espiritu Santo. Beyond the 
confluence of the Rivers Sao Francisco and das Velhas it 
prolongs itself by the Serra do Jenip£po and Serra do Itaco- 
lumi, after whicli it meets the Sen-a da Mata da Corda coaxing 
fi'om the south-west. 

Tile Cumtl is cm*iously weathered into cUfTs and jags* of the 
usual volcanic shape, covered with gi-een. It is n Proteus, here 
looking like a regular pj-ramid, there like a quoin, and there 
knob-shaped ; it will remain visible for many a mile, and we 
shall see it even firom the river. It appem-s to me the northern 
Unut of the hilly metalliferous, especially the great pyritic, for- 
mations, and beyond it begin the flatter nud more cultivable 
soils, especially ^he great limestone fields ; this, however, will 
demand further investigation. A ride to the cross, hence two 
miles noithwards, and distant five to six by tlie road, gives A 
view ennobled by phj'sical size. The soil is poor, but tlie 
immense quantity of rain caught by the cold Peak causes it to 
be tolerably clothed. Towards tlie south we see nothing but 
hills and hollows, suggesting the old simile of a raging sea 
suddenly turned to esiih ; here there is nothing level but the 
horizon. Below us are the Banaual tanks and leats, and a mule* 
fiinn, where n jintch of water is mistaken for a house. Nearer 

* Semte is the laAive iiiua« ol Okta mitvoi UaMn -. 'A vio¥*iAj tm«m a hftiriwifi 



i Tftqufli-il, a deserted gold-mining estate now in process of 
thnbilitation." It lies very liigh up, and I should imagine 
the expense of water-supply woiJd be enormous. Just 
low the cross is " Mocdmbo,"* a good bit of land. Nortliward 
I rises and falls are those of a more tranquil ocean, and tlie 
I green valley of Cnn-al d'El-Rei shows a little white 
ige of cultivatore and cattle-breeders, who number some 359 
It is one of the seven chm-ches which can be seen on a 
day; the othera ai-e S. Sebastiao, Fidalgo, Ci>ntagem, 
Jla Nova, Mstosinhos, and Jaguara, to which some add an 
Eghth, S"* Luzia. 

It ia difficult to make cart roads over this up and down of 
stiff clay. Even our mules do not find it easy to keep their 
feet, and the pace is thi-ee miles an horn-. We round a hill-side, 
and sight for the fii-at time Sahara, distant over eight miles. 
This is one of tliose amene and charming prospects wliich so 
often burst upon the Bi'azilian traveller's eye and fonu such a 
j-elief after tlie general cachet of uniformity and monotony which 
Solitude and Natui-e unrelieved by ^Vrt affix to its magnificence. 
Like most of tliese places, it is faii'est seen &om afai', when 
irregulai-ity adds to its beauty. The large patch of milk-white 
and red-roofed houses, with quintals, at once " compounds," 
gai'dena and orcliards, ricli with the deep, green venlnre of the 
orange and the myi-tle, set off by the lighter banana, lies upon 
a sloping bank in a kind of " Doab," or " Itincon," where two 
streams fomi an angle. Its majestic backgroiuid is tlie celebrated 
Serra da Piedade,+ a huge lump, generally capped by thick clouds, 
To the east tliis stone- stripped wall bristles with organs or 
needles, and we could not but observe its resemblance to the 
metalliferous SeiTas of S. Joao and S. Jose. We were to enjoy 
its imposing presence for some days ; it began by weeping over 
us a hea\"j' shower, even as the Bi-azilian aborigines shed bittei' 
teal's when they meet a friend. 

Tlie land of liard yellow clay is poorly clad ; but, as usual, 
the botttjnis are well wooded and would gi'ow cotton. Tliere are 



• Tlia word iiiciuia a ntroogbold »f cri- 
minals ruiil ruatnoDH. Cmutancia niAkm it 
t-yaoujmuuB with Qailombo. Koslar oi- 
luilcM to tlie Moeimbo, 3, lix. 
_ t Carious to bk;, H, Oerb«r CHap, 18S2} 
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extensive di'brU of "Pisarra,"* a name given throughout the 
Bi-azil to many diffei*eut fonnations, laminated yellow nrgile, or 
limonite, decomposed rock, and imperfect " killas." The clutliing 
of the nplanda is the usual Cen-ado of Barbntinido, wild giutn 
and " folha larga;" and the shorter growth is of tall Siipfc 
(Saccharuin Sapo) and ferns. Congonha tea ahounds, but near 
the road it has been torn up by the muleteei-fi. The clearings, 
here cnlled fazendas de fogoesf — stove-farms — show a Httle 
sugar of poor quality. Cattle, it is said, suffer from the poisonoua 
plants, chiefly Rubiaceje.t which appear in the second growth, 
and which ai'e known as " Hen'a de Rato," The ti-opeiraa all 
assert that wheu forafje is scarce many of their animals are 
killed by them, and they have several simples upon which they 
relj'. I believe, however, that very often tlie deaths resnlt from 
change of pasture ; moreover, no man has yet been able to shoir 
me the "ratsbane." 

Turning into a bridle-way on the left of the road we came upon 
the ehai-conJ-biuTiei's who were working for MoiTo Velho. Here, 
but not everj-where, they have abandoned the old pit in favour of 
wood-heaps piled round with " Candeias " (Lychnophoi-a, Mart) 
about four feet high, bunked up with sods and clay. The system 
is still very rude, and much carbon disappears nitli the oxygen 
and hydrogen. "We presently fell into the Valley of tlie C6rrego 
de Rnpaunha which dmins the southern face of the Curral. 
The name, " Scmpe-hoof," is one of many similar trivialities, 
Bs " Farinha Podre," or rotten flour, " Rai)a-queijo," scrape- 
cheese, " Papa- farinha," grub-flour, " Gallinha choca," spent-hen, 
and " Passa-tres," pass-three, because probably that number of 
travellers first crossed it. They suggest the nomenclature of the 
very Far West further north, and the Black Bob's Creek, Dead- 
man's Flat, Monk's Trunky Creek, and Scabby Flat of romantic 
Austraha. Presently we turned to the right and entered private 
grounds, the Fazenda de Andi-e Gomez : Seville oranges were 
scattered over the earth, and the red-yellow flower of the Guondu 
pea (Cajanus indicus) contrasted well with the coffee in spring 

* FisurSo ■when in Urger maieeB or iaminntions. 

flakoi. St Hit (III. ii. 28r)prefBrF " Pis- t Or simply togofe, ax " tem bonn 

■uSo" to "Fiiiufta." Dr. Couto wiiUB tngnOi pnm planlar." 

Fifiun (p. SS) in the old rtyli : be tnuu- ; Bt. Hit ItL i. 176, refen to M» 
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I, long lines of stars and spangles, regular as if snow liad 

during the night, disposed along tlie twigs and set off by 

foliage of metallic green. The property belongs to a distin- 

led Liberal, Monsenhor D. Jose Augusto Pereu-a da Silva, 

o da Vam,* ranking in tlie clergy next to tlie Bishop, 

ident of the Municipal Chamber of Sabarfl, and, in fine, the 

influentinl person in this place. 

le dignitary being out visiting, we stnick the Praia, or beach 
le Bio daa ^'elha8. The swift yellow sti-enui is foul nith 
t\ unhealthy with mineral water; its bed is deeply 
led, and abounding in bad tunis and shallows. A chain 
stretches across the water ; and large shorings and scisaai-a near 
an inclined plane and whim, show where Sr. Dumont's boat dis- 
csharges the huge tiee-tnmks required by Mon-o Velho. Above 
"fchis " Port Duraont," however, the liver is lumavigable. As far 
tip as Raposos, the valley shows spoil-banks and eaaealho-heaps 
"which had been rudely washed in the " Canflas " of the "old 
ones." 

Half an hour's ride down the bed placed us at Santo Antonio 
do -\rraial Velho. This was converted from a Capella Curada to 
n Palish, and annexed to Raposos hy D. Frei Antonio de Guada- 
loupe, the well- remembered Bishop of Ilio de Janeiro in 1736. 
It is therefore one of the oldest in the Province, but little 
remains of its foi-mer glories. The stone bridge (Ponte Velha) 
lias clean disappeared, the little mud cbapel is hardly white- 
■%vashed and half ruined, and though there are remnants of walls 
along tlie road, a few scattered huts suffice for the population. 
There was a " Venda " with the usual tall pole and Saint's pic- 
ture, which made our friend Sr. Antonio Marcos remark that his 
patron had here become a Captain of Thieves, and a Teacher of 
the verb " Surripio." t 

Presently, reaching a fine Fazenda, we bad another sm'prise, 
) the second on the same day. Sabai'a agam appeared, and this 
time the scene was Switzerland, The foregi-ound is a green flat, 
with a single noble tree ; the river bends away to the right with 
gi-aceful sweep, exposing the slope upon which sits the high-sited 
city, whose many steeples tell the pride and piety of the old 

* An ecclceiistic with Mrlain juriiliutl 
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popiUfttion. Bebind it tlie huge Sen')i da Fiednde curves to 
the Curral ; and, in the ueai-er hills, black sUdea of J&^utiRga 
show that theie is still iron-smelting in tlie land. High ou tlie 
light rises tlie feature bo common m Miiias, the tall black ftir- 
lushed cross, fronting the little white chapel to which pil^nugM 
ai-e made. This JIoito cln Craz is 2800 feet, more exactly S58 
metres (L.) above sea-level. 

We entered the citv by the normal bridge of the Bratiliatt 
Prorinces, too long, too low, and too old. It wants raising 
feet and shortening one-third, which is easily done. The breads 
of the whole bed is 108 metres, but the left bank is cumbered, it 
the bend of tlie river, by a large and ever-increasing sand-banli, 
where the furious Ribeiriio de Sabarfi falls at an acute angte 
into the Rio das Velhas.* Here, at about half the width of tlie 
liridge up-sti-eam, the water averages 44 instead of 108 metres 
and there is a qnai-ter- built abutment which should be prolonged 
to deepen the channel. The expense is estimated at £8000, bat 
at present there is a certidn difficulty known as impecuniosity. 
As usual, it is to be made of the fine Aroeira wood, which grom 
to a great size down stream ; a scantling ten inches by ten, adding I 
inunennely to tlie weight, and nothing to the strength of tbe | 
construction, seems to be an idea embedded iu the Bi-azilita I 
mind. The Province of Miiias baa only one suspensiou-wiK- 
bridge with cables of 2*50 inches; it was tlirown over lir 
Parahyba River, at Sapucnia, by a French engineer, M. Astiet. 
It may, for aught I know, be the sole specimen in the Eminre. 
New MoiTo Velho good wire is always procui-able. and on tlic 
Sao Paulo Railway the cable is of 3 to 3"66 inches, and calculatwl ■ 
to beai' a strain of twenty-two to tliirty tons for a descent of iWO 
feet. Evidently the suspension bridge is a great economy liitherlu 
neglected. 

The pictnresque city is the usual long, nanow, mining settle- 
ment. It has grown out of wattle and dab to stone and 
lime. Pi'esently it will be marble. It covers about a mile from 
east to west, witli simdiy windmgs and deviations. I'lie whole i> 
paved, and the pavement is not worse tlian usual. It is divideil 
into the Old, or Eastern, Town, called " Igreja Grande," wliilai 

* Dr. Coutn makn the Rio dim Tdluit caiM. Both meet k liUle atmre tlie Ividpr 
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the other is knowii as the "Barra." The two number six 
squares, twenty-two streets, and nine trnvessas, or cross streets. 
There is ft tolerable tlieatre, where itmateurs divert the iJubLic. 
Besides many private, there are four public fountains, which 
supply the purest watei' — a necessity liere. The position of tlie 
city makes the climate exceptionally hot — ^iu fact, Sabani and 
Morro Vellio have the most tropical temperatui-es ui Minas." 
Many of the houses are painted — one is red, another pink, with 
pea-green shutters, and so forth. The Kua Uireita has some 
good shops, where men in leather huts, like the"Matutos" of 
Pemambuco, gather to purchase goods, wet and diy, for the 
interior. There we, besides store -keeping, tlie local hidustries, 
lime-burning and making rude gold ornaments. The former 
conies from a quarry about a furlong below the bridge, tlie 
beginning of the calcareous formations, which extend to the Sao 
Francisco River, The late Colonel Vaz first called attention to 
it, and it belongs to the Kangel familj'.l As yet it has only been 
{lulled at, and the expense of opening it will be some £200. It 
promises, however, well, and there is a good fiill for the rubble 
The lower strata are composed of a yellow-grey marble, not very 
Bonnd, but which, probably, will improve when the workings shall 
be deeper. The gold emjiloys many people, who turn out coarse 
rings, brooches, and so forth. The metal, however, is not nearly 
no pure as tliat of Diamantiua. 

We find tolerable lodgings in the Ilua das Bananeiras, at the 
liouse of U. Maria dos Pmzeres, and proceed to inspect the City. 
Our first risit is to the Ijargo da Cadeia, or do Hosiuio. In the 
centre of the squai'e, upon four stone steps, stands the old pillorj-, 
surmounted by two weed-grown 'acutcheous. " Better have a 
Chafarin," remm-ks our guide. Major Candido Joso de Araujo 
Bruxado, despite hia strong Conservative pi'oclivities. To the 
north, on a commanding site, is the Rosario, a large unfinished 
shell of cut stone. On the west is the three-storied house of a local 
aiistocrat, tlie Bai'ao de Snbiua, luid it is supplied with a thunder- 



• St. E JiaidB Moraea founJ llie inmn •^uwt was 20°-4" Iwt^uon M«y 112 anJ 

(liuraal temperUuro ot StiUai Iwtween 31. 

Hmrch 13 unt 23, 18S2, lo bo 34°'7S <C.) + Tbo Ktiul pru|irietar is .Sr. Jori Sors- 

Mld Ihe idlitode 700 metre*. At Jagnim, rixana Coutinha Kuigel. According to 

610 m«tr«i bigh, botwoea April 18 ud 2!) amxe authoritiiM tinieslone a fouucl Iiighnr 

the flgoro w«* 28°-33 (C). Al Trahinw up tbc Hio du Vulhiw. 
( j/O iiwtroi) tlio nir was -l-r-l'J, and the 




THE HIGHLANDS OF THE BRAZIL. 



[^ 



rod, here mucli wauteil. It rivals the Palacete of the Barao di 
Cfttiis -\lt8s, in the Umi Ducita, which c-ost £2000, aiid now leti 
for 3S000 pei- month — at the then rate of exchange about £i 
per annum. On tlie south is a quaint and oncieut building 
siuootb stone below and adobe above, fronted b_v u deep balcon] 
upon four wooden posts. The hell, and the Imperial Arms upol 
the floor, tell the Town House ; the ugly faces at the roughly 
bnn-ed wiudowB below prove the prison. We have seen the tea 
jails in the Province at Oui'o Preto and S. Joao, and there is i 
third at Campauha ; the rest are described by the fact tliai ii 
1863-4 there were no less than forty-two evasions. On the otlia 
hand, pauper prisoucrs ai-e here, as everywhere in the Brazil 
supported by the public ; not left, as at Goa and Madeira, to thl 
untender mercy of piivate charity. 

Below the squai'e we passed the neat house ajid grounds of til 
Desemhargftdor, Jokk Lopez da Silva Vinnna, who died aboB 
two yeaiB ago. He was a. D.C.L. of Coimbra, and his bi^ 
reputation caused hiiu to be chosen advocate for three "Goh 
Companies." t)n a rise beyond it is the Camio Church, froutM 
by detached Catacombs ; ' the fa<;ade is ornamented with steatite 
cut by the Aleijado. To the north is the Matriz of N* S*i 
Concei5ao. In former times it was leafed with gold, pamie 
from the river, and the necessaiy tools were sent out from Pot 
tugal. Near it is the small and uni)retendiug Igi'eja das MercM 
The other temples are the S, Francisco, black and imfinisbed: 
the little S'^ Rita, in the Rua Dii-eittt ; the N" S" do O ; ai 
the Ilospieiu and Conveuto of S. Francisco de Assiz, on i 
elevated site to the noith. Till lately some Brothers of tJ 
Holy Land have been established here in tbeii- Hoapicio i 
Terra Santa, and duiiiig tlie last ten jeara they have drained t] 
Pi-ovince of ±'20,000, for tlie benefit of a Jerusalem held hy tl 
Turks, t 

From the Carmo tliei-e is an extensive view of the lUbeirao i 
Sabar&, which higher up takes the name of Macaliiibos.! It i 



' Tbc catocamb hj^Ieoi iu tlie Bnudi 
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lur. XL,] TO .SABAUA. 

H violent toiTcnt nder raiiia, filling up its valley, nud sweepiug 
ttwiiy the bridges, which are, therefore, reduced to " pingelas " — 
siugle plnnks or ti'ee tiiinks. At present the shallow rill sings 
|)leasflut iMuaic as it courses briskly down the sandy bed, pitted 
and heaped with gravel once golden. The highlands on both 
siilcs are rough aud scaly, producing little save ticks. Beyond 
the stream lies the inevitable "Casn Grande," large, white, and 
shut up. The " Emily Mine" is in a red ridge of irregular shape, 
pierced and tunnelled for gold, whilst the " C'apao Mine " is hid 
by the base of a projecting liill. The Ijousea iu tlie street-road 
have large "compounds" stretching down to the stream below. 
Turning to the left is the rough path to the old " Intendeucia," 
through which the gold passed, a large block of building, with 
the windows guarded by wooden rails, (jueer, bulging, and 
antique. Inside the ceilings show the " foui' quarters" of the 
globe, the fifth division being to it unlmowii. The place has 
lately been bought by Sr. Francisco de Paula Rocha, a Latin 
l>rofe&sor, who has made of it a boys' school. 

Sabar^, in old MSS. and books " Sabera," aud fiillj' wi'itten 
Sabera bussu — Saber^ the Great — took its name fi-om a cacique 
or chief found settled near' tlie stieam. Great wealth was ex- 
ti-acted firom the deep wells of both river-beds, which are said to 
be still unexhausted, aud fi-om the ferra^oua gravel of the banks. 
The ore was first worked iu 1699 to 1700, by the great Pauhsta 
explorer, Bartholonieu Bueno Silva, the " Old Devil." In 1707 
Fr. Francisco de Menezes and a friend known ns Conrado had 
contracted for the duties paid upon raw meat (cames verdes), 
and their monopoly was opposed by the Paulista party, under 
"Julio Cesar" and 1). Francisco de Eondon. The latter were 
persuaded to place theii- weapons iu the public stores, and were 
attacked when defenceless. This led to the movement which 
made the famous luid formidable " Caudilho," " Manoel Vianna, 
a temporary dictator. The Governor Albuquerque, after settling 
the dispute, expelled the fighting friai- from Minas, and the King 
signed on June 19, 1711, the celebrated letter forbidding all 
ecclesiastics, missionaries alone excepted, to enter the Province. 

In 1711 the settlement obtained the honom-a of townaliip as 
' Villa Real" (de Snbard), and in 1714 it became the Cabega, 
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or chef-lieu of a " Comarca." Of these immeuBe subdivisions 
uf an inunense captaincy, Minas Genies had at first foar, escli 
ii^arlj ei]ual in extent to England pi'o|)ei'. Like tlie other head- 
quarters of the Comarcas, Villa Rica, S. Joao d'El-Rei, and 
Villa do Principe, it had its " Caaa de fundi^ao," or Gold- 
Smeltuig Office, aiid this was not abolislied till 1719-20. In 
1788, according to Henderson, tlie city had 7656 soiils, lodged 
in 850 bousea. That author relates from the Ouvidor's month a 
priestly trick whidi reads badly. A holy woman, Harmonica by 
name, began to live witliout food, and the good fatheis raised 
funds to build a house, and to establish a numieiy mider the title 
of S"" Harmonica. The judge, ha^-ing reason to suspect that 
her reverence would be killed, declared that the priests should 
answer for her life, and the result T^as that she retiuTied to her 
regular meals like an ordinaiy Chiistian, The tale reminds w» 
of the bliiod of St. Januarius, which hquefied so kindly when 
Murat overcame its reluctance by a platoon of infuntiy. In 1801 
Dr. Cuuto gave the place a iiopulation of about 4000 souls ; this 
rose to 9347" in 1819. By an M\axi, dated March 17, 1828, it, 
obtained the title of "Fidelissima," and in 1893, when there 
were troubles in the capital, the citizens niai'ched upon it. Oa 
August 11, 184*2, the Royalists failed to gain the eminence called 
Cabe^a de Boi, which was occupied by tlie battalions of S* 
Quiteria and S" Luzia. Next day three columns of tlie insup 
gents attacked tlie city : Alvaienga's by the road fiom Raposos to 
AjTaial Vellio ; Galviio's by the Rapa-queijo track; and Lenios* 
liy tliatof Papa-faiinha. Zeferino, the guerilla, assaulted the bridge 
of Mai-DomingoH, over the Sabai'i rivulet, and, after twelve 
hours of hai'd lighting, the Imperialists were driven away to 
Caethe and Congonhaa. This was the " Victory of Sabai-i,'" 
which was followed a few days aftenvai'ds by the crusluDg defeat! 
of S" Luzia. 

The municipality of Sabar^ is supposed now to contain 80,00Q! 
souls. The city lives cliiefly upon the MoiTo Velho Mine, and, 
as usual, it will neither make its own improvements, nor allow 
others to make them for it. For instance, the " St. John Del 
Hey Company" offered to repair the three leagues of |)recipitoua| 
and dangerous road leading to Santa Luzia; but the munici- 
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pality, fearing the loss of certain ilues, liave left the line in all 
its hoiTors and its shame. The bai-barous feeling known as "dea- 
confianija"* tlina. we see, still flourishes. There is a mortal 
duluess about the place, despite its eight churches ; it seems to 
die eveiy night, and to recover only lialf Uie in the morning. It 
shows more " vadios," especially about its " Bridge of Coventry," 
— a favouiite Brazilian lounge, where one prospects black and 
brown washerwomen — than the visitor to London will see during 
the 6rst six items of the week ; and if you ask them, " Why 
stand you here all the day idle ? " they will reply, if tliey reply at 
alt. " Because no man hath hired us" — i,e., we have nothing better 
to do, 

This great centre of gold-washing rose suddenly to wealth and 
importance in the beginning of the last century. Its ti'easm-es 
were nearly worked out in 1825, quite in 1846. Of late certain 
Knglish mines, concerning which more presently, gave it a partial 
resuscitation. But its future is still to come. Between Sabar& 
and the capital of the Empire, as AI. Liais has shown, there are 
only 1£)2 direct miles, f Moreover, the meridian la neaiiy the 
same. The navigation of the Rio das Velhaa, even now begin- 
ning, will place it in communication with the Sao Francisco River j 
and it mnst become, with time, another St. Louis, Mo. I have 
carefully described its decayed state, and travellers of the next 
generation will read my description, long and somewhat tedious 
as it is, with interest. 

At Sabar^ my preparations were made for descending the Rio 
das Velhas, and I found myself in the hands of a Portuguese 
storekeeper, living in the Rua do Fogo, No, 28, named Manoel 
Peieira de Mello Vianna, and popularly called " Pi£ba," I or tlie 
Sprat. Unfortmiately he had been in England ; he spoke our 
language, and thus be could exploit all the hapless Anglo-Ame- 
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ricons wbu fell iiiUi liis hands. I translate his preposterous 
bill/ whifh ends with " My laboiir gratis." This reminded me 
of the " Nothin' charged for grief," in the Irish wake. Others may 
gain by my giving tti it publicity. These people always suspect 
Goveminent E^Lpeditioiis, when tlie Brazilian Uncle Sam pays for 
all, as in the much-aatirized Biirveya of the United States. They 
cannot believe that you travel at your own exj)ense, instead of 
burdening the " Empire" or the '' Province." How should they, 
who have never seen it done ? But I may justly complain when, 
in addition to his extortionate charges, the Pi^ba sent me down 
a river like the Mississippi m a raft whose starboard canoe had 
a "racha," or leaJi, hardly stopped up with Sabarfi clay. 

Manoel Furein de Hello Vianaa. 
(vorth about half). 

(the; came fnim a few leagnes Wlow the ton). I 
' doable). 



Sd. M, P. de M. Tiaim 
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CHAPTER XLI. 

TO OUIABi. 

Veras separar ao habil negro 
Do pezado esmeril a grossa areia, 
E ja brilharem os granetes de ouro 

No f undo da batda. 

Lyras of Oonzaga. 

I WILL conclude this volume with an excursion from Sahara to 
Cuiahd, made hy Mr. Gordon and myself on July 4 — 5, 1867. 

We set out eastward, and presently we crossed the red Sahara 
Rivulet hy a long hridge, the Ponte Pequena or "de Joao 
Velho: its hand-rail is so low that a vicious mule would be 
tempted to try a spring. Thence we ascended the Lilliputian 
riverine valley, and presently we passed the "Folly," with a fine 
verandah on the hill-top to our right. This, the head-quarters 
of the " East Del Rey Mining Company, Limited," established 
in 1861, cost, they say, from i92000 to £2500. A sanguine 
account of the "immense size of the vein " went home, and the 
public was informed that " the lodes are in every respect similar 
in formation and character to those of the celebrated mine of 
Morro Velho ; the facilities for working them are, however, much 
greater, and the outlay required to bring them into a profitable 
state would be comparatively small." The property consisted of 
two estates, one the " Papa-farinha," afterwards called the 
" Emily," three miles long by one and a-half broad : here the 
out-crop was described as being 800 to 400 feet above the Sahara 
stream, which runs 100 fathoms north of it. The other was the 
" Capao," about half a mile south by west of the "Emily," and 
it was proposed to work both simultaneously. 

Both grounds were ceded to the Company for a term of fifty 
years : the purchase of the whole mining plant, buildings, 
stamps, and wheels, was effected for £2500; and a royalty of 



tliree per cent, on the gold was made payable to tlie grantor. 
The Utter, fiiimerly of Minas Geraes, now of France, had bougbl 
the two, when Managing Director of the Cocaes Company, f 
£r200, and though he had employed upon them large gangs 
blflcks, the mines never produced anything that approached 
working costs. Furthermore, f 10,000 were made payable ia 
Baid grantor, when the shareholders should have received 
£10,000 in dividends ; and a third and final £10,000 was to find 
its way in the same direction, when £20,000 should have beea 
divided. Under these circumstances the Company was raised^ 
with a capital of 30,000 shares, each £3. 

But, when operations began, the lode, said to he twenty-fonl 
feet wide, was found irreguliir, and much better left untouched 
Pyrites was rare, the general formation being a disturbed line 
iron and manganese, quartz, and clay slate, in a containing rock 
of " killas." A shaft was nm into the "Capao," and varioua 
trial levels to interaect tlie lude, were dug in the liill-side of ths 
"Emily." A single small set of stamps — now removed — i 
set up, and even for these there was not emplo3Tnent. Thai 
published accounts show an expenditure of £36,000 at Subari: 
and the good shareholders enjoy the satisfaction of ha^'iDg i 
comfortably lodged then' employes in a Casa Grande. The " Ensl 
Del Itey " has therefore walked off to " S. Vicente : " it now 
wants only a new name, new subscribers, and a new capital. 

Here the little Macahiibas River drains the northern face of ths 
Caethe lulls and the southern front of the Serra da Piedade. 
This huge chine towers on our left with jags and saws, blocks 
" cheese wi-ings," of tortuous, micaceous clay slate, resting upon 
a rougli, hard, and reddish ironstone, mostly oxide, and 
extreme abundance : here is, in fact, the northern buttress of 
that range whose southern apex we saw at Itabu-a do Campo< 
The vegetation forms a threadbare coat of thin grass, and low 
gi-ey, scrubby shrub. The best ascent ia from the east via Caetbe; 
the western side has a path, bnt it is abrupt and unsafe. On th^ 
simimit, some two and a qum-ter leagues from Sahara, rises ft 
small white church, which glistens like a pearl in the sparkling 
sun : cons]>icuous from afar it will be most useful to surveyor* 
The Piedade, like the Cara^a and the Itacolumi, began civilized 
life with its hermit ; presently the cell expanded to a church, uni 
Jastly, D. Joao VI. pr^§et^^yyi^diomm^^y^^J 
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alloilinlly tmd in peq)etuum. Many pilprims still visit and offer 
caiwiles in tliis " free, privileged, and ranuuniised chnpel." There 

a dispute about the height of the Serra's created head, 
Bpix and Moitius make it 5400 feet above sea-level — 2400 
below what Gardner assigned to the Organ Mountains or Mari- 
time Kange. MM. Liais and HallVld differed abuut the 
comparative altitudes of the Piedade and the Itacolumi. Mr. 
Gordon took obsen-ations both on the Piedade and at Sabar&, but 
IiiB instrument appeare to have been out of adjustment.* 

This range is said strongly to reverberate sound, showing, 
according to some authors, that it is "fully charged with 
mineral," Tlie ancients supposed consecrated rocks to emit 
significaQt and prophetic noises: we call to mind the "Kenid- 
jftck," or Hooting Cairn of Cornwall, and suadrj' otliers, where 
people are eqiially affected*with folk-folly. The Brazilians quote 
many apparently authenticated casea of " BraraidoB," or subter- 
ranean roarings, whi<^h they connect with the Mae de Om-o or 
gold-pixy. Undoubtedly they often confune the imdergroimd 
reports with the superficial sounds of an exaggerated storm, the 
roaring of the wind, and the muffled reply of tlie cold grey stones ; 
the shivering of the trees, and the falling of decomposed and 
scaled- off blocks, heai'd witliin doors, making the inmates 
exclaim, " How they snore — how they blow " — and causing them 
to shudder with panic-fear. We remember the " Schnarcher," or 
snorers, the two granite lumps on the Barenberg, where popular 
superstition placed the earth's centre. The subtemmean thunders, 
unaccompanied by appreciable shocks, called the " Bramidos de 
Guanasuflto," have been mentioned by Humboldt. Those, 
however, are distinctly volcanic, but in many pai-ts of the Brazil 
they seem to be Iieard iji the limestone and the sandstone 
formation. Personally, I have not witnessed the phenomenon, 
but the mass of ei-idence is certainly for its existence. 

Many a time we forded and re-forded the little mountmn-bum 
with the golden sands and the fishy waters. At places there are 
currals or weii's of very poor construction, double and sometimes 

these Ggareii m^ evidently correct V. 
Buiil{L'Bnipin iln Brtail)olTen tfaefollow- 
ing Ublfl of mitjtudea : — 

ItunM 1S16 m 

PiedwJo 1T74 

Itanlnmi ITS 4 

Itabin 
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treble. In other parta there were wretched dams, fonmng roda 
leats : they must be carried off by every flood. Here and there 
the stream was arrested by stakes driven into the gravellj 
bottom : upon these were piled bnishwood and stones to slackea 
the cuirent and induce it to deposit its gold. A single old 
" faiscador " or washer appeared : he looked like a gorilla caught 
in the open, and he glared at us as if we were so many Da 
Chaillus. His tools were the cai-unibeia or bowl for coaraa 
gravel, the batea or platter for the finer sand, and an almocafre, 
here pronounced almocorf.* This is the iron hoe which turns up 
the pebbles, and it appears in four shapes, the rounded-conic^' 
the square, the lozenge, and the triangle. Where water about 
the gold is worked by the Monj61o,+ a trapeze-shaped trough ot 
sticks and stilf clay, the broad end raised at an angle of 85 
some three or four feet above the stream level. Into ll 
upper part the auriferous gi'avel is tlirown and water is ladled u 
whilst a bit of skin placed at the lower and narrow end i 
the flattened scales and the minute grains, which are specifi- 
cally about seven times heavier than the stone. J 

The River Valley closed in as we advanced, and became mora 
picturesque : happily for us there were clouds ; in these bottoms 
the heat is excessive, especially during the early warm season, 
August and September. We presently passed the Pompeo 
village, often mentioned by travellers : a wretched chapel i 
broken walls are all that remain of its old magnificence. Cold- 
cleugh found on the right bank of the streamlet a formation 
chorite slate, with cleavage planes traversed, nearly at right 
angles, by broad, distinct, and well displayed veins of quarts 
often auriferous. The upper soil showed a regular layer a 
quartz fragments : now much of it has been removed. Beyont 
Pomp^o on the left still rises the old Ciiiab^ Company's Can 
Grande, built by Mr. Edward Oxenford. 

After fording tlie Kibeii-aosix times we sighted in an "impasse'' 
before us tlie celebrated "horse-shoe." It is a savage i 



" In dictionariiH we find Almocttfre and 
AJmo Cnfre, whicL Maraea explainB " Sun- 
cbo mm liicu ou pouta, usulu ns miue- 
ntfio." The word is probalil; tbe Arabic 
Mikhraf (-.^r, -t) ui inBtjument for 
tpitheriiig. The most cotmuon ahapo is the 
clliplie arch. 
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V ID the southern sub-chain of the Serra da Piedade, which 

tied high above it, and which is to the Cuiabd depoeitfl what 

jl Serra ia to those of S. Jose and the Curral to Morro Velho. 

iwering some 220 feet in the air were certain " shoots," which 

jounced to us that ve had reached oui- destination. A few 

nr huts lay scattered about, and there was a little forge that 

ms out knives and horse-shoes : the old mining proprietress 

) outlived all luxmy, and wears a man's coat over a tattered 

mise. At the end of the sixth mile * of tedious road, we passed 

me twenty head of stamps and three "arrastres," with the 

r usual appurtenances, and we dismounted at a ground-floor 

kement to be received with a true Scotch greeting by Mr. 



r what is locally called a " Bisnoga," we proceeded to visit 
e Cuiaha works.* The ascent was severe up the eastern seg- 
mt of the " Horse-shoe," which is said to contain six several 
&des running east and west. The lower part of the foimation is 
by far the richer, and it belongs to the Vaz family, who by 
i-ude liand-work produced five oitavas of ore per ton. The 
Company's portion, situated higher up, is known to be poor; and 
northwards the lodes are much diaturbed. As we rose we could 
see the clay slate dipping from west to east, and the mountaina 
bluff to the west : it is not known how the strata underlie the 
mineral formation. 

We passed the " Serrote " or midway workings, a ridge running 
nearly north to south, and what miners call " lurched" or heaved 
off. Here, as is shown by the red ground, a large surface had 
been washed. To the left and higher up was the little mining 
village " Cuiaba." We entered the Terra Vermelha Gallery, the 
liighest digfpng, and about forty fathoms long : tliere being no 
means of ventilation tlie smoke of the late blasting hung heavily. 
I could not see any possibility of dminage, and I judged tliat the 
water would soon atop furtlier dead-works — sinking and driving. 
The roof seemed to be solid, but prolonged excavation will soon 



• I)r, Uardnar ihj» two leagues (I pre- 
sume geographictJ) from Sabui, The 
pr(«p«ctuii of the kiut Del Re; Compuiy 
audo lh« hitter phue MTon Diil« eut nl 
"St. John Del Key." 1 ihonld read nine 
—a total a! 6fte«i lo Cuuli&. 

f A gmird in battle xluipe It called 




Cnbofa, our OtUubosh : CQU or C(iy» in a 
section of the siunB gourd uwd b; the 
iniligms as a ekilJet or cup, and -nM. 
tnenua Lba pixe of. The capital of the 
Matlo Qtobeo Proiince ia uaunllji « 
Cajah* : the mine CuuilA. 



necessitate tiniberinf;. The formfttion is tliat of Motto Velho) 
ilUftTtz and pjTitea ; but tlie latter is not eqnally <lis8emi]i&tedj 
and the scraps are rich whilst the bulk is poor. The mimdid 
is apparently copper pyrites, wliich may contain silver widi 
arsenic. The Brazilians have different names for the rock, 
" Pedra de Campo," quartz boulders ; " OIlio de Poreo," a bliM 
quartz witli iron pyrites fuid free gold ;" * " Ciwro," soft sugaij 
quartz containing the precious ore ill olhos or pockets ; 
"Lapa," tlte usual killas. As much as nine oitavas hare bees 
taken from three tons of stone. Much blasting is requiredi 
but the stuff being more brittle tlian that of Mono Vdho, ii 
easier to spall and stam]). Amalgamation works have not j 
been used. 

About midway is the " Shallow Adit." now fifteen years old, 
and some 109 fathoms long: it was driven to meet the " Serrote*' 
and to unwater the mineral above that region. According to t 
Messrs. Vaz the ore is here rich. We found a primitive tramwatv 
and the wooden rails where exposed to friction had giiards of thin 
metal plates. + We then visited the lowest site, "Vivian's Level," 
alias " Mina do Cedro," tliirty fatlioms long. This will drain a 
a lower point the " Seri-ote " and the " Fonte Grande." which i 
close to it, on the left. Thus also stone can be got out at fl 
moderate cost for the stomps. The line was in soft clay, and 
very wet : its westem direction seemed to run under the " Fonte 
Grande " ravine and Corrego, which was on our left, and tlience 
to pass straight into a worthless mass of killas. A dozen work- 
men or so were preparing to lay a tramway upon a newly cut roai 
leading to the spalhng-floors, which are seven fathoms below th« 
shoots and these thirty above the stamps. 

We had now done a fair day's work, and we were ready for c 
wage of rest. The house was not a Casa Grande, but none iba 
less hospitable therefore, and Mrs. Gordon had not forgotten to 
supply us with a huge basket. The evening also at this elevation 
was delightfully cool and clear. Our good host, Mr. Brown, has 
been seven to eight years in the Brazil. He came out here aft 
Eeceiver and Manager, under orders of the Court of Chancery, 
to the Cocaes Company, which, at tlie petition of its sbare- 

* I hme Been MmB upleniiid BpecimeDs maaj' melAlH. are uliiunlant ttni] clKsp, H 

of this tack brongLt from & «iu rarj near ia Btnmge tint tliMe milH bnTD m ' 

the city of K rRolD, rallj been udupled for udaII workt, 
f la tfao Hnuil, whern icnnda, VntA w 




TO fUlABA, 

,B in process of " winding up." It was desirable to 
and to settle affairs witliout any further call upon 
B, who are not registered. He has preserved all his 
he boasts that his house contains the only private 
[-machine in the Province, and he proposes a Company 
capital of £100,000 in 20,000 shares. The estate, a 
isula between tlie Macahubas and Gaia streams, is seven 
long by two to three broad, and is well supplied with 
and water. The six lodes have been little troubled, 
lOUgh formerly a hundred head of stamps worked at once, 
the yield was 2 — ^16 oitavas per ton — the stamp-sand being 
panned. The ground belongs at present to many small 
lilian owners, and a section of it, neither large nor valuable, 
.of the "Cocaes Estate." Meanwliile only one English 
and forty to fifty free natives are employed ; and mining, 
;e farming, racing, or ballooniug, — on a small scale, is not 
> pay- 
few words concerning " Cocaes," alias the " National 
izilian Minin g Association " — even foreigners here have a 
for high-sounding names. The little village N" S* do 
Bosario de Cocaes* hes upon the Una River, in the same range 
as Gongo Soco, which is about eight miles soutJi by west : it is a 
eold, humid, but healthy site, 3400 feet above sea level, distant 
y-two miles fi:om Sabar&, and fifty from Onro Preto. 
'. Couto, who visited it in 1801, declares tliat the once rich 
!am had then been worked out (todo lavado), and that the 
miners had ascended the hills to find better washings : he 
detected in the heights huge spoil-heaps of red, ash-coloured, 
and purple copper. Here still resides the '* intrusive Presi- 
dent," Jose Felicianno Pinto Coelho da Cunha, who undertook 
Minas in 1842, and who is now Barao de Cocaes, t commanding 

Ijthe National Guard. 
W The lode is Jacutinga. It is here a micaceous iron schist, 
fir slate, dipping easterly at about 30°, striated, coloured pepper 



of Cocfto u CocOei, not Coc»eB. 

t lie is not wealthy, luivinB dividod 
unoDgaitbu childrou kliDOBt &11 liisprDpert; 
excejit the hoEH in which be li<». Hi« 
lirother, Colonel PeliiUD Jcw£ Pinta Coelho 
(lu Cunlia, WHB the first hiubsnd oE the 
sclehnted beautj, tha Ma MArqueza da 



c old. 



* I (lid not Titit Cooaea. CdcsI. a word 
fuim<[ on the Riu de ^o Pnuici»w, is n 
ptuntatioQ of CD»(Ooccnliu indicus, whicli 
Maraas uIko (slla Mota-piolho, uiil nays i» 



duDB lea chvpentes. " Bat the [ilural fonn Santdo. 
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and salt ; now soft and fi-iable, then hard and passing into 
ferruginous sandstona. The milla of the lode generally are 
blue clay-slate, and the foot-widl or undor-wull is composed 
of fine epecular micaceoHs iron, in large slabs bright a 
mirror. The better shouts are tolerably rich. Of pyritic for- 
matiDns there are Uiree, nr some say two, longitudinal strikes 
through the minei-al pail of the estate : these dip west to east, 
and the underlay is about 40" south. 

In 1830 the land had been surveyed by M. Ferdinand Hal- 
feld, and belonged to several Brazilian proprietors, amongst 
whom the Barao de Cocaes was the chief man. Three years after- 
wards it was rented by tlie Company for a term of fifty years, 
and the lease has thus about sixteen to run. Air. Macdonald,. 
Chief Commissioner, ' and tlie Mining Captain, Mr. Thomas 
Ti-eloar, began work in June, 1834. Under the nde of Mr. 
Roscoe, Mr. Goodair (a Portugal-bom Englislminn), the late Mr. 
Henry Oxenlbrd, Senior (1847), and I>r. Cunning, — who went 
out as " Medical Missioner," to the Brazil ! — the mine yielded 
some £100,000, but never paid its costs. When Gardner 
visited Cocaes the total expenses liad been i'200,000. The chief 
shait was fifty fathoms deep, and the hands were thirty fre» 
Brazilians, thirty English miners, and 300 " Company's blacks." 
He admired tlie conspicuous chm-ch and the neat houses ia 
rich gardens ; declaring tlie village to be the prettiest tliat ha 
liad seen in Minas. In 1850 Dr. Walker found the water so 
deep that the mine was immanageable. In 1851 there was s 
" run : " the walls came together, and the crushed timber carried 
away the pumping gear, choked up the engine shaft, and filled 
the level with fragments of rock. Mr. William Treloar wt 
up aETairs. The unexpired lease of the Association may easiljT 
be taken up, but the 10 per cent, royalty must be reduced to 4, i 
profit is to be expected. 

At Sabari we concluded our 500 miles of land journey 
throTigh the richest and the most popular part of Minas Geraes. 
Here, however, ends the excursionist portion, much of which, 1 
have said before, will soon form a section of tlie nineteenth* 
century Grand Toui-. But what now comes is not yet exactlj 
a pleasure trip down the Thames or uji the Rhine : there art 
hot Sana, drenching rsoiift, and sm^^' 'Kinds to be endured ; then 
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is before us a certain amount of hardship, privation, and fatigue, 
with just enough of risk to enliven the passage ; and, finally, 
there are nearly 1300 miles to be covered by the craziest of crafts, 
caulked with Sabar^ clay. 
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